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 A lunation is the average time in takes the
moon to cycle through its phases - namely, 29.530588 days. Our fixed
calendar uses 29d 12h 44m 1p (1 part of cheilek is 33  seconds). This is
the average time from one molad (new moon) to the next. Because of
various natural factors, the actual time it takes the moon to go
through its phases can be as much as 6h 12m shorter to 7h 15m longer
than average. Our fixed calendar uses the average time (for setting
Rosh HaShana and for Kiddush L'vana times. The actual new moon can
be up to 14h 13m earlier or later than our announced molad time.
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Candles VAYEISHEV Havdala Mike tz-
4:00 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:15 4:02* 5:17

4:18 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:19 4:20 5:21

4:16 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:16 4:17 5:18

4:15 Gush Etzion 5:16 4:17 5:18
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4:16 Rehovot 5:17 4:18 5:19

4:00 Petach Tikva 5:16 4:02 5:18

4:14 Ginot Shomron 5:15 4:16 5:17

4:04 Haifa / Zichron 5:14 4:05 5:16

4:14 Gush Shiloh 5:15 4:15 5:17

4:16 Tel Aviv / Giv’at Sh’muel 5:17 4:18 5:19

4:15 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:15 4:16 5:18

4:16 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:16 4:18 5:18

4:18 Ashkelon 5:18 4:19 5:20

4:16 Yad Binyamin 5:17 4:18 5:19

4:01 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:12 4:03 5:14

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:53pm         Next week: 5:55pm
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  LEARN THE LESSON OF L'HAVDIL
VAYEISHEV is the sedra that brings us
into Chanuka. VAYEISHEV is read either
within a few days of Chanuka, on Erev
Chanuka, or the first or second day of
Chanuka.

Therefore, we cannot separate the
content of Vayeishev from the Chanuka
story. And we must learn an important
lesson from the match up of the sedra
and the holiday.

To be sure, there are other lessons than
the one we are presenting in this Lead
Tidbit, but this one is important. Maybe
even vital for Jewish Life.

Eisav wanted to kill Yaakov. Things
didn't work out the way Eisav might
have hoped and planned. Eisav's
guardian angel attacked Yaakov and
tried to vanquish him. That too didn't
work out the way it was planned.
Yaakov walked away limping, but
recovered nicely. Eisav's grandson's
nation namesake - Amalek - attacked
Israel and did not succeed at
vanquishing us. We are not finished
with them yet.

Yosef's brothers grew to hate him. Their
first thought was to kill him. They
changed their minds and threw him
into a dangerous and deep pit. Maybe
they didn't really change their minds;
maybe they expected the scorpions
and snakes to do their job. But then
they decided to get rid of him in a less
drastic way. And we know the next
parts of that story.

But here's the point. Or at least, the
beginning of the point. Eisav and

Amalek hate Israel. Yosef's brothers
hated him. But it's not the same. 

Fast forward 1400 years or so. Chanuka
story. Who were the Torah-true Jews
fighting? The Y'vanim. And? That's it.
No it wasn't. They were fighting the
Mityavnim too. The enemy? The Syrian-
Greeks. The other enemy? No, must use
that word. Because there is a difference.
The other antagonists? The Hellenize
Jews. The ones who were okay with not
learning Torah. With not keeping
mitzvot. The ones who probably didn't
object too strongly to the ban on Brit
Mila.

In Al HaNisim we thank G-d for
"Delivering the strong into the hands of
the weak, the many into the hands of
the few, the impure into the hands of
the pure, the wicked into the hands of
the righteous" -- we can say that all of
the above is talking about G-d's
handing the Greeks into the hands of
the Jews. One more: "The arrogant into
the hands of those who were engaged
in the study of Your Torah. That's
talking about the Mityavnim. They are
not wicked. They are arrogant. They are
misguided. True, they oppose Torah
and Mitzvot. But they are Jewish. And
that demands that we see them as
fellow Jews. They are not to be
destroyed. They are to be humbled.
They are to be won over to the Torah
way of life.

Fast forward another 2150 years or so.
Welcome to TODAY. We have plenty of
enemies who seek our demise. And we
have many antagonists.      goto p. 68
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Shiva until Sunday morning at
Diskin 15/56 (14th floor), Jerusalem
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Vayeishev
9th of 54 sedras;
9th of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 190 lines, ranks 28th

4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1 closed

112 p'sukim - ranks 24th (8th)

tied with Matot; more words & letters than
it, same line count

1558 words - ranks 24th (8th) tied with
Vayakhel; fewer p'sukim & letters than it.
Vayakhel is 20 lines longer

5972 letters - ranks 24th (8th) tied with
D'varim; more p'sukim & words than it, but
fewer lines

Only sedra tied with others in all 3
categories. 

No mitzvot are counted from Vayeishev.
One of 17 sedras without mitzvot.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in the
parsha.

Kohen - First Aliya 
11 p'sukim - 37:1-11
[P> 37:1 (36)] Yaakov has spent years
away from home and now has
returned. The Torah indicates that it is
through Yosef that Yaakov's legacy
continues. 

17 year old Yosef brings bad reports
about his brothers to Yaakov. Yaakov
loves Yosef above his brothers and
gives him a special (striped, colorful)
coat. As a result, the brothers hate
Yosef and cannot talk civilly to him.
Yosef's two dreams (and especially, his
telling his brothers about them)
increases their hatred and jealousy,
and this alarms Yaakov.

 These are the TO-L'DOT of
Yaakov: Yosef... Should not the Torah
have started with Reuven? This comes
to show us, says the Gemara, that Yosef
should have been Yaakov's firstborn,
but G-d's mercy for Leah put her before
Rachel in giving birth.

 Talmud Yerushalmi wonders
what Yosef reported about the brothers
to Yaakov. R. Meir says, that they ate
"limb from a living animal"; R. Yehuda
says that they belittled the sons of Bilha
and Zilpa and mistreated them; R.
Shimon says that they cast their gaze
upon the local women. R. Yehuda b.
Pazi quotes the pasuk from Mishlei:
"The scales and weighing stones of
justice are HaShem's..." (the name-
pasuk for Pinchas, by the way),
meaning that a person is punished (or
rewarded) measure for measure - MIDA
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In memory of our beloved mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother

Elisabeth Somogyi d"r
d"r aewri za dxy

on her 14th yahrzeit, elqk a"k

Rochelle & Stefan Somogyi
grandchildren & great-grandchildren

May the torah learned from this
issue of Torah Tidbits be Dznyp elirl

K'NEGED MIDA. (Sources explain that
the brothers did not do these things;
Yosef misinterpreted what he saw.) In
Yosef's case, the slaughter of a goat was
instrumental in his abduction and the
deception of his father; he was belittled
and enslaved; he was accused of
immoral behavior with Potifar's wife.

The first dream was of his brother's
sheaves of wheat bowing to his sheaf.
Yosef's second dream, of the Sun,
Moon, and stars bowing to him, added
fuel to his brothers' hatred. Yaakov
pointed out the absurdity of the
dream, since Rachel, the Moon, had
already died and would therefore not
be bowing to Yosef.

Rashi says 2 different things: 

(1) The dream was referring to Bilha
who raised Yosef in Rachel's absence;
and (2) even "true" dreams have an
element of nonsense. These seem to be
mutually exclusive statements - if the
Moon represents Bilha, then the dream
contained no nonsense. Yaakov seems
to have purposely voiced the second
option in order to diffuse some of the
brothers' anger.

 Why did the scholars of Bavel
dress up so grandly? - The Gemara in
Shabbat asks. And it answers that they
were not "Bnei Torah". External polish
to compensate for internal lack. Says
the Chatam Sofer, Yaakov gave Yosef a
fancy coat so that the brothers would
NOT be jealous of him, that they would
view Yaakov's pampering of Yosef as a
sign of Yosef's inferiority. Others
suggest that the brothers were
supposed to realize that the special
treatment of Yosef was because his
mother had died, and they should be
sympathetic, rather than jealous. (P.S.
Sadly, this tactic most often fails.)

 The Gemara in Masechet
Shabbat says, in the name of R' Chama
b. Guriya in the name of Rav, that a
person should never favor one child
among his children, because it was a
little bit of cloth that aroused jealousy
of the brothers for Yosef and that it
brought the whole family down to
Egypt. Parents and grandparents (aunts
and uncles too) have to be very careful
not to cause jealousy among siblings to
rear its ugly head. This does not
necessarily mean identical presents and
treatment, but it means thinking care-
fully and acting wisely.
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Although Vayeishev is associated with
Chanuka, there is an interesting
connection between the sedra and
Pesach. (And, since one stanza of Ma'oz
Tzur is about our Egyptian experience,
there is already a connection between
Chanuka and Pesach.) K'TONET PASIM,
the coat which Yaakov gave to Yosef,
the coat that caused the brothers to be
jealous of Yosef, is described differ-
ently in various sources. Rashi links the
term PASIM to the colorful dyed wool
known as KARPAS. Okay, there is a
Pesach connection, but what's the
point? The point is that KARPAS - in
addition to many other symbolisms
and thought-triggering reminders -
reminds us of the coat which caused
the jealousy which led to the sale of
Yosef into Egypt which subsequently
brought Yaakov and the whole family
down to Egypt and into oppression and
slavery. On the night we celebrate our
redemption from Egypt, we give more
than a passing thought to that which
brought us down to Egypt in the first
place. This is a heavy, serious task for a
tiny piece of celery which has already
reminded us of so much.

(And there is also a connection
between the KOS PAR'O mentioned by
the Wine Steward and the 4 cups of
wine at the Seder.)

Levi - Second Aliya 
11 p'sukim - 37:12-22
The brothers are tending sheep near
Sh'chem. Yaakov sends Yosef to them.
A stranger (some say, the angel
Gavriel) helps him find them. 
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In the whole story of Yosef and his
brothers, one can see that G-d has a
plan which proceeds with the unknow-
ing help of the brothers and other
individuals. And yet, each person
involved acts of his own free will, and is
therefore accountable for his actions. 

When the brothers see Yosef coming,
they (some say, Shimon and Levi)
suggest killing him. Reuven talks them
out of it by suggesting that they not
spill his blood, but throw him into a pit
instead. The Torah testifies that
Reuven really intended to save Yosef.

A point must be made about the
concluding pasuk of this Aliya, which
gives credit to Reuven for saving Yosef.
Commentaries say that Reuven could
have talked the brothers out of the
whole thing; instead, he suggested the
snake- and scorpion-infested pit. And,
Yosef wasn't saved. Nonetheless,
Reuven is credited for his intention to
save Yosef.

Rashi says that Reuven truly intended
to come back and save Yosef - that's
good - but his reason was that he, as
oldest, would be blamed for anything
that happened to Yosef - not a nice
reason. Nonetheless, he gets the credit
for the good deed he planned on doing
- even though it wasn't accomplished
AND even though his motives were not
pure. This gives us something to think

about. How much credit must there be
for proper motives, and for actual
success.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 37:23-36
When Yosef arrives, the brothers
remove his coat and throw him into a
deep pit. The brothers sit to eat. (This
is considered a sign of callousness
towards their brother and what they
have done.) When a Ishmaelite
caravan approaches, Yehuda suggests
that it would be wrong to kill Yosef
(Reuven's intentions notwithstanding,
the brothers expected Yosef to die in
the pit); they should rather get rid of
him by selling him into slavery.
Through a series of transactions,
Yosef ends up in Egypt as a slave to
Potifar. When Reuven returns to the
scene and discovers Yosef missing, he
rends his garment and expresses his
distress to the others. The brothers
slaughter a goat, smear Yosef's
multi-colored, striped coat in its blood,
and send it to Yaakov to identify.

 Commentaries point out that
just as Yaakov had deceived his father
with a goat and a garment (goat &
coat), so too was he deceived with a
goat and a garment. The dish prepared
by Rivka for Yaakov to serve his father
was made from goat-meat. Rivka
dressed Yaakov in goat-skins and in
Eisav's special garment (which some
say was stolen/taken from Nimrod and
that it was the orginal leather garment
that G-d had made for Adam and
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Chava). The brothers took Yosef's
special garment - the K'tonet Pasim -
and smeared it with goat's blood. This
is a stark example of "Mida k'neged
mida" - measure for measure, as
mentioned earlier.

Yaakov is inconsolable. (This is
considered an indication that Yaakov
subconsciously knew that Yosef was
alive; one naturally accepts consola-
tion for the dead after a time, but not
for the missing - think about the
families of Israel's missing soldiers; we
cannot even imagine their anguish.)

Because of Yosef's story, Vayeishev is
designated each year as SHABBAT
SH'VUYEI V'NE'EDAREI TZAHA"L - the
Shabbat for Israel's captives and
missing.

 Rashi gives us another aspect of
the "Measure for Measure" punishment
of Yaakov. The pasuk says that he
"mourned for his son MANY DAYS."
Rashi says that it was 22 years! Yosef
was 17 when he was sold. He was 30
when he stood before Par'o. That's 13.
Seven years of plenty and the first two
years of famine before father and son
were reunited. That makes 22 years that
Yaakov was without Yosef. This, says
Rashi, is the exact length of time that
Yaakov was away from Yitzchak. It
includes the 20 years with Lavan, a year
and a half in Sukkot, and six months in
Beit El before Yaakov returned to his
father's house. Remember that Yaakov
had various good excuses, nonethe-
less...

The measure for measure idea
continues to the next generation. Baal
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HaTurim points out that just as Yehuda
asked his father HAKEIR NA, recognize
this garment as Yosef's, so too was he
asked HAKEIR NA by his daughter-in-
law Tamar. He was deceived exactly the
way he deceived Yaakov. And there
was a goat and garment in the Yehuda-
Tamar story too. See further.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
30 p'sukim - 38:1-30
[P> 38:1 (30)] Subsequently, Yehuda
leaves home and befriends an
Adullamite named CHIRA.

 Why is the story of Yosef
interrupted to tell us about Yehuda's
situation? 

Rashi tells us that Yehuda was no
longer looked up to by his brothers.
After they saw the terrible effect on
Yaakov of the Yosef business, they
blamed Yehuda for not talking them
out of the whole idea. Hence the term
"And Yehuda went down from his
brothers" has a double meaning.

There he meets and marries the
daughter of Shu'a, who bears him
three sons. He marries off his eldest,
Er, to Tamar. When Er dies, the next
brother Onan, marries his brother's
widow, Yibum-style. The Torah tells us
that Onan refused to have a child with
Tamar, because that child would

"belong" (so to speak) to Er. This, G-d
took seriously (so to speak) and Onan
also dies. Tamar is left to wait for the
third son, Shela (for Yibum). 

Some time later, Yehuda's wife dies.
Yehuda travels to the area where
Tamar lives. When she hears of his
impending arrival and realizes that she
has not been given to Shela yet, she
disguises herself. Yehuda, thinking she
is a prostitute, sleeps with her. She
asks and receives three items as
security to guarantee that he will send
her payment (a goat). When it becomes
known that Tamar is pregnant,
Yehuda is summoned. Assuming that
she has acted sinfully, he is prepared
to have her punished. Tamar produces
the three items and announces that
she is pregnant by their owner.

Commentaries explain that prior to
Matan Torah, any close relative could
take the childless wife of the deceased;
after the Torah was given, only a
brother qualifies for YIBUM.

Yehuda recognizes that he is the guilty
one, not Tamar, and he admits it. She
gives birth to twins (one extending his
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hand first, the other actually being
born first). They are named Peretz
(ancestor of King David) and Zerach.

Note the repeat of the confused first-
born theme. It pervades the Book of
B'reishit.

OBSERVATION: Yaakov deceives his
father with a garment (Eisav's) and fans
the jealousy of his son's against Yosef
with the "coat of many colors". He is
deceived (and devastated) by that
same coat when the brothers bring it
back to him all bloodied. Yehuda is
"troubled" by his garment which he
gave to Tamar as one of the three
securities for his promise to pay her
with goats. (P'tilim, says Rashi, refers to
Yehuda's cloak.) Yosef, the victim (but
not completely free of guilt in the
matter) has his coat grabbed by
Potifar's wife. Yosef leaves it in her
hands as he runs from the house; the
coat becomes the damning piece of
evidence against him. Interesting, no?

Chamishi 5th Aliya
6 p'sukim - 39:1-6
[S> 39:1 (23)] In "meanwhile back at
the ranch" style, the Torah returns us
to the story of Yosef. Yosef serves in
Potifar's house and brings success to
his master. He is well-liked by all, and
is given much responsibility. Then the
Torah makes a point of telling us that
Yosef was very handsome.

 The Midrash says that Yosef was
aware of his looks and became too
comfortable in Potifar's house. Things
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were going well, he had good food and
drink, and he began "curling his hair".
G-d (so to speak) said to Yosef: Your
father is in agony over your disappear-
ance and supposed demise and you are
enjoying yourself? I shall make things
rough for you too.

 The portion of Yosef in Potifar's
house is juxtaposed to the episode of
Yehuda and Tamar, and is further linked
because the parsha of Yosef is S'tuma,
meaning it continues on the same line
(in a Sefer Torah) as the previous parsha
(Yehuda & Tamar) ends. The standard
explanation is that the sale of Yosef
caused Yehuda to lose the respect of
his brothers. Rashi gives another,
intriguing, explanation. He says that it
is to equate Tamar and Potifar's wife -
both of whom acted "for the sake of
Heaven". Potifar's wife, says Rashi, saw
via astrology that she was destined to
have descendants who came from
Yosef. She thought that she was the
one to produce them and so she tried
to seduce him. She was just a bit off; it
was, in fact, her daughter As'nat who
would bear Yosef's children. Close, but
no cigar.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
17 p'sukim - 39:7-23
Potifar's wife casts her eye upon
Yosef. She repeatedly attempts to
seduce him. His constant refusal
angers her.

She grabs him on a day when no one
else is in the house. Yosef flees, leaving
his coat behind. (This is the second
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time his coat has been left in the hands
of others!) Potifar's wife denounces
Yosef to all who will listen, and Potifar
has no choice but to have Yosef tossed
into prison.

[Speculation: Potifar likely believed that
Yosef was innocent, which would
explain why he didn't have Yosef killed,
only jailed. There seems to be a source
that says that As'nat - Potifar's daughter
and Yosef's future wife - told her father
that Yosef was innocent. Potifar
apparently couldn't let him off scot-free
- his wife would blow a gasket, but he
spared his life.]

G-d "favors" Yosef in prison, and Yosef
becomes well-liked and respected
there too. Even in his troubled
circumstances, Yosef is watched over
favorably by G-d.

 Commentaries see the episode
of Potifar's wife as an appropriate
punishment for Yosef: (a) having been
vain about his good looks, (b) having
reported to his father that his brothers
had been "lifting their eyes" to the local
girls, and (c) experiencing libelous
accusations against himself, as he had
reported the "evil-doings" of his
brothers to their father. Baal HaTurim
adds that Yosef spent 10 years in prison
corresponding to the 10 brothers he
reported on.
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Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
23 p'sukim - 40:1-23
[P> 40:1 (23)] The last portion of
Vayeishev tells of the dreams of the
Royal Wine Steward and the Royal
Baker, both of whom had been
imprisoned by Par'o for misdemean-
ors. Both dream on the same night and
awake in morning very agitated. After
Yosef interprets the wine steward's
dream in a positive manner, the baker
asks Yosef to interpret his dream as
well. Yosef predicts death for him.
Both dreams come true: the wine
steward is restored to his position of
honor and the baker is hanged. Yosef
asks the wine steward to remember
him to Par'o, but he forgets Yosef and
his promise to him.

Rashi tells us that Yosef was to spend
another two years in prison for relying
on the Wine Steward to get him out of
prison. This raises the question in our
minds of the line between BITACHON,
trust in G-d, and HISHTADLUS, effort a
person expends to get himself out of a
tough situation. Could it not have been
viewed that G-d set up the whole
dream situation with the Wine Steward
and the Baker, so that Yosef would do
exactly what he did, and the Wine
Steward would then be in a position
and willing state of mind to help Yosef
and put in the good word to Par'o? Why
is Yosef faulted for taking the
opportunity to try to get out of prison
via the Wine Steward, when one can
claim that G-d had sent the Wine
Steward to Yosef (so to speak) for

exactly that purpose. 

It is possible that the spiritual level of
Yosef required different behavior than
would be reasonable and proper for
"the rest of us". 

Or... it is possible that under the
cirscumstances, namely that Yosef had
just credited G-d repeatedly for his
ability to interpret dreams, that the
Wine Steward received the "wrong
message" from Yosef when Yosef asks
him to remember Yosef favorably.
Maybe like: "Hey, your G-d can interpret
dreams but can't even get you out of
this dump without you asking me for a
favor." Maybe there is a Chilul HaShem
factor to consider here. The specific
situation can sometimes dictate or
indicate that a specific behavior is
called for, even though in other circum-
stances, the opposite behavior would
be appropriate and proper.

Haftara 19 p'sukim
Amos 2:6-3:8
Amos was an early prophet (and a
sheep farmer - whatever that is),
shortly after the kingdom split into
Israel and Judea. He lived in Tekoa,
Judea, but prophesied mostly in the
Kingdom of Israel, where he tried to
warn the people of the tragic end they
faced. Amos warns the people that
their behavior is repugnant before G-d
and that He has already destroyed
some of the neighboring nations for
their misdeeds. The first pasuk is the
perfect connection to the sedra;
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mentioning the sale of Yosef by his
brothers.

Sefer Amos, the third of the "minor"
prophetic books that comprise Trei
Asar, opens with a scathing criticism
of those kingdoms that surround
Israel, the Northern Kingdom, and
goes on to focus on his real "target",
the Israelite kingdom. And that
reproach is the haftara we read this
week.  As we have pointed out in the
past years, the connection to the
parsha is rather obvious as the navi
condemns Israel "al michram bakesef
tzadik", for selling the innocent for
monetary gain, decrying the wide-
spread bribery that filled the land and
perverted the judicial system. Our
Rabbis saw in the prophet's words an
allusion to the sale of Yosef of which
we read in this parsha, especially as
Chazal referred to him as Yosef
"HaTzadik".  But it is the closing words
of the haftara that I find to be
especially illuminating.

Like Moshe Rabbeinu and David
HaMelech before him, the navi Amos
was no more than a simple herdsman,
a fact to which he himself attests:
"…Hashem took me away from the
sheep and He told me: 'Go prophesy to
My people, Israel'" (7:15). Yet he
predicts the horrible punishments that
await the nation. He strongly censures
the political leadership and confidently
berates their religious guides. His
strong language and terrifying
message angers the people who
remained blind to their misdeeds.
They turn against this simple shepherd
for daring to rebuke the leaders and

guides of the Israelite Kingdom. In
fact, the high priest who served the
golden calf in Bet-El, Amatziah, reports
to the king (Yerov'am II) that Amos has
rebelled against him and is raising
support from the people. Amatziah
even tells Amos to leave the country
and return to HIS land, the Southern
Kingdom of Yehuda.

In response to these accusations, the
navi explains that he is merely G-d's
instrument. He tells the people that
the words he speaks are not his and
the warnings he gives are also not his
own. It is Hashem who will not punish
unless He reveals His plans to His
prophets. It was for this reason that he
came to the nation and this reason
why he continues to prophesy -
despite the threats and the danger.

Amos closes his message by explaining
why he cannot simply cease these
prophecies and leave the people. It is
not a matter of choice, he says, but of
necessity. Delivering Hashem's words
to the nation is no more than a natural
reflex. "If an alarm sounds in the city -
won't the people tremble?" he adds. In
the same way, he concludes "Hashem
E'lokim diber - mi lo yinavei"? If G-d
speaks - who can desist from
prophesying? One who receives a
message from G-d feels the irresistible
urge to share that message with his
people.

How fortunate that, over the
millennia, we have received so many
messages from Hashem.

But the question that remains is: Will
we listen?

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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Our Parsha describes Yosef's journey to
seek out his brothers at the bequest of
his father Yaakov. Altogether a puzzle
because Yosef's brothers hated him;
because Yaakov clearly knew that he
was sending his favorite son into a
hornet's nest - towards Shechem of
renowned infamy, towards Dotan
meaning "trouble"; and because Yaakov
could have sent his servants to check on
his sons...

So what is really happening? In reality,
Hashem has a plan, anchored in Brit Bein
HaBetarim - a covenant indicating that
Avraham's descendants would go into
exile (where they would be refined like
metal and purified to become G-d's
chosen people). 

Consider the possibility that Yaakov's
Rua'ach HaKodesh propelled these
events. And that the brother's jealousy
of Yosef facilitated the saga. And that
the hand of Hashem intervened when
Yosef "happened" upon a "man" to
guide him after losing his way. 

Yes, the world works in mysterious
ways. Most surely, however, there is an
interaction between our daily actions
(anchored in free will) and Hashgacha,
(the guiding hand of G-d), towards the
fulfillment of the ongoing Divine plan.
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Improbable endings 
and the defeat of despair
We live life looking forward but we
understand it only looking back. 

As we live from day to day, our life can
seem like a meaningless sequence of
random events, a series of accidents
and happenstances that have no shape
or inner logic. A traffic jam makes us
late for an important meeting. A stray
remark we make offends someone in a
way we never intended. By a hair's-
breadth we fail to get the job we so
sought. Life as we experience it can
sometimes feel like Joseph Heller's
definition of history: "a trashbag of
random coincidences blown open in a
wind".

Yet looking back, it begins to make
sense. The opportunity we missed here
led to an even better one there. The
shame we felt at our unintentionally
offensive remark makes us more careful
about what we say in the future. Our
failures, seen in retrospect many years

later, turn out to have been our
deepest learning experiences. Our
hindsight is always more perceptive
than our foresight. We live life facing
the future, but we understand life only
when it has become our past.

Nowhere is this set out more clearly
than in the story of Yosef in this week's
parsha. It begins on a high note: "Now
Yisrael loved Yosef more than all his
sons, because he was a son of his old
age, and he made a richly embroidered
robe." But with dramatic speed, that
love and that gift turn out to be Yosef's
undoing. His brothers began hating
him. When he told them his dream,
they hated him even more. His second
dream offended even his father. Later,
when he went to see his brothers
tending their flocks, they first plotted to
kill him, and eventually sold him as a
slave.

At first, in Potifar's house, he seemed to
be favoured by fortune. But then his
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master's wife tried to seduce him and
when he refused her advances she
accused him of attempted rape and he
was sent to prison with no way of
proving his innocence. He seemed to
have reached his nadir. There was
nowhere lower for him to fall. 

Then came an unexpected ray of hope.
Interpreting the dream of a fellow
prisoner, who had once been Pharaoh's
cup-bearer, he predicted his release
and return to his former elevated role.
And so it happened. Yosef asked only
one thing in return: "Remember me
when it goes well with you, and please
show me kindness: mention me to
Pharaoh, and get me out of this place.
For I was forcibly taken from the land of
the Hebrews, and here also I have done
nothing to deserve being put in this
pit."

The last line of the parsha is one of the
cruelest blows of fate in the Torah: "The
chief cupbearer did not remember
Yosef; he forgot him." Seemingly his
one chance of escape to freedom is
now lost. Yosef, the beloved son in his
magnificent robe has become Yosef the
prisoner bereft of hope. This is as near
the Torah gets to Greek tragedy. It is a
tale of Yosef's hubris leading, step after
step, to his nemesis. Every good thing
that happens to him turns out to be
only the prelude to some new and
unforeseen misfortune.

Yet a mere two years later, at the

beginning of next week's parsha, we
discover that all this has been leading
to Yosef's supreme elevation. Pharaoh
makes him Viceroy over Egypt, the
greatest empire of the ancient world.
He gives him his own signet ring, has
him dressed in royal robes and a gold
chain, and has him paraded in a chariot
to the acclaim of the crowds. A mere
thirty years old, he has become the
second most powerful man in the
world. From the lowest pit he has risen
to dizzying heights. He has gone from
zero to hero overnight.

What is stunning about the way this
story is told in the Torah is that it is
constructed to lead us, as readers, in
precisely the wrong direction. Parshat
Vayeishev has the form of a Greek
tragedy. Miketz then comes and shows
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us that the Torah embodies another
worldview altogether. Judaism is not
Athens. The Torah is not Sophocles. The
human condition is not inherently
tragic. Heroes are not fated to fall.

The reason is fundamental. Ancient
Israel and the Greece of antiquity - the
two great influences on Western
civilization - had profoundly different
understandings of time and circum-
stance. The Greeks believed in moira or
ananke, blind fate. They thought that
the gods were hostile or at best
indifferent to humankind, so there was
no way of avoiding tragedy if that is
what fate had decreed. Jews believed,
and still believe, that God is with us as
we travel through time. Sometimes we
feel as if we are lost, but then we
discover, as Yosef did, that He has been
guiding our steps all along.

Initially Yosef had flaws in his character.
He was vain about his appearance;  he
brought his father evil reports about his
brothers;  his narcissism led directly to
the advances of Potifar's wife.  But the

story of which he was a part was not a
Greek tragedy. By its end - the death of
Yosef in the final chapter of B'reishit -
he had become a different human
being entirely, one who forgave his
brothers the crime they committed
against him, the man who saved an
entire region from famine and
starvation, the one Jewish tradition
calls "the tzaddik". 

Don't think you understand the story of
your life at half-time. That is the lesson
of Yosef. At the age of twenty-nine he
would have been justified in thinking
his life an abject failure: hated by his
brothers, criticized by his father, sold as
a slave, imprisoned on a false charge
and with his one chance of freedom
gone.

The second half of the story shows us
that Yosef's life was not like that at all.
His became a tale of unprecedented
success, not only politically and mater-
ially, but also morally and spiritually. He
became the first person in recorded
history to forgive. By saving the region
from famine, he became the first in
whom the promise made by God to
Avraham came true: "Through you all
the families of the land will be blessed"
(B'reishit 12:3). There was no way of
predicting how the story would end on
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the basis of the events narrated in
parshat Vayeishev. The turning-point in
his life was a highly improbable event
that could not have been predicted but
which changed all else, not just for him
but for large numbers of people and for
the eventual course of Jewish history.
God's hand was at work, even when
Yosef felt abandoned by every human
being he had encountered.

We live life forward but we see the role
of Providence in our lives only looking
back. That is the meaning of God's
words to Moshe: "You will see My back"
(Sh'mot 33: 23), meaning, "You will see
Me only when you look back."

Yosef's story is a precise reversal of the
narrative structure of Sophocles'
Oedipus. Everything Laius and his son
Oedipus do to avert the tragic fate
announced by the oracle in fact brings
it closer to fulfillment, whereas in the
story of Yosef, every episode that
seems to be leading to tragedy turns
out in retrospect to be a necessary step
to saving lives and the fulfillment of
Yosef's dreams.

Judaism is the opposite of tragedy. It
tells us that every bad fate can be
averted (hence our prayer on the High
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Holy Days that "penitence, prayer and
charity avert the evil decree") - while
every positive promise made by God
will never be undone.  

Hence the life-changing idea: Despair is
never justified. Even if your life has
been scarred by misfortune, lacerated
by pain, and your chances of happiness
seem gone forever, there is still hope.
The next chapter of your life can be full
of blessings. You can be, in Words-
worth's lovely phrase, "surprised by
joy". 

Every bad thing that has happened to
you thus far may be the necessary
prelude to the good things that are
about to happen because you have
been strengthened by suffering and
given courage by your ability to
survive. That is what we learn from the
heroes of endurance from Yosef to the
Holocaust survivors of today, who kept
going, had faith, refused to despair, and
were privileged to write a new and
different chapter in the book of their
lives. 

Seen through the eye of faith, today's
curse may be the beginning of
tomorrow's blessing. That is a thought
that can change a life. ;

From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

With his brothers already on bad
terms with him:

Yosef had a dream that he told to
his brothers… "Behold, we were
binding sheaves in the middle of
the field… my sheaf arose and
remained standing. Then your
sheaves gathered around and
bowed down to my sheaf." His
brothers retorted: "Are you going to
reign over us? Are you going to be
our ruler?" So they hated him even
more… (37:4-8)

Abravanel comments on Yosef's
manner of presenting his dream to his
brothers. He highlights the words: "My
sheaf arose and remained standing",
as suggesting that the forces enabling
him to rise to power would be
independent of the other sheaves. His
sheaf would stand up; without asking
permission from the other sheaves.
Which implied that he would rule
whether his family approved or not.
What the brothers might feel was of
no consequence. They would have no
say in the matter.

And once the sheaf "arose", it would
"remain standing". The S'forno
observes that it would not sit down in
a hurry. And indeed, Yosef appears to
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have been viceroy in Egypt from when
he was thirty until his death eighty
years later, a very long time.

There are two ways a person may rise
to a dominant position. It may be by
merit and the general goodwill and
acquiescence of the population. Had
Yosef not got to his favoured position
as Yaakov's favourite, but though the
social and administrative skills that he
was to employ with so much initial
success in Potifar's household, it could
have been a different matter. His
charisma and efficiency might have
eased him to the top on their own
accord, without resentment from his
brothers. 

Yosef's dream, however, implied to his
family that he would not "get there"
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on the value of service to his brothers
and the wider community, but by
forces that the brothers had no means
of influencing. He would achieve
dominance the second way, as an
independent force, as an outsider
rather than on the strength of being a
valued member of the circle of
brothers. The matter would be quite
beyond their control. They would
have no stake in their individual
futures. The entire spiritual Patriarchal
legacy so painstakingly built up by
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, would
be out of their hands, independent of
their own merits and positive
qualities.

However, it was not clear whether
"achieving dominance as an outsider"
would happen by means of Yaakov's
goodwill and at the brothers' expense
or by means of patronage from
another direction, and in a different
context and environment. 

That could be the detail of the dream
that Yosef should have been less
precise in relating to his brothers.
Though the dreams were (according
to the Ramban) divine communica-
tions on future conduct, Yosef should
have been more discreet in revealing
the information, and avoid much
fraternal strife. 

A lesson for bearing in mind that
"there is a time to speak and a time to
remain quiet" (Kohelet 3:7). n

Chanuka - Light Up My Life!
by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

There was a number one hit song in the
'80s by Debbie Boone called "Light Up
My Life". Was she singing about the
Chanuka lights?

Chanuka is the symbol of the Divine
Light in the human soul, as Shlomo
HaMelech says in Mishlei, "The candle
of G-D is the soul of the human being."
We are part of G-d's Endless Light - the
EIN SOF.

Why does Rambam call Chanuka the
most precious Mitzva? After all, it's not
even a Torah Mitzva, only Rabbinic.
The answer is because the Chanuka
miracle happened through SHEMEN
(oil). The word SHEMEN is an
acronym for Shabbat, Mila and Nida,
which sum up the entire Jewish
religion, which is all about sanctifying
time, place, and our body. On Shabbat
we sanctify time by making Kiddush
and Havdala. We light the Menorah in
our home, thereby sanctifying our
place. Through the Mitzvot of Mila and
Nida we sanctify our bodies.

The Mishna in Avot teaches, "There
are three crowns: The crown of Torah,
the crown of Kehuna and the crown of
monarchy." Corresponding to these
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three, with which Israel was crowned,
there were three crowns on the Temple
vessels. The crown of Torah corre-
sponds to the gold crown, which was
set on the Ark of Testimony
(containing the Two Tablets). The
crown of Kehuna corresponds to the
incense altar, for only regarding the
Kohanim does it say, "They shall place
incense in Your Presence, and consume
sacrifices on Your altar" (D'varim
33:10). Finally, the crown of monarchy
corresponds to the table in the
Mishkan, for the table is a symbol of
wealth and royalty (Tehillim 23), also
represents the economic and political
power of the state.

However, the Mishna adds that there is
yet another crown, "the crown of a
good name", which "surpasses them
all." This crown is not enumerated
among the others. Rather, it is kept
separate from them and it stands on its
own. To what does this crown
correspond in the Temple?

The Maharal MiPrague associates this
crown with the fourth vessel of the
Temple - the pure-gold Menorah. The
Menorah has no gold crown encom-
passing it. Neither is it made of acacia
wood inlayed with gold. Rather, the
whole Menorah is like a pure golden
crown, embellished with golden cups,
spheres and flowers. The crown of the
Menorah is not something extrinsic to
it. The Menorah itself is a crown.

It is the same with a person's good
name. It is not an external crown that is
placed upon his head. A person's good
name touches on his very essence. It
includes his whole personality in all its

components. It is not an external
image, fashioned by public relations
professionals, photographers, and
journalists.

A person's good name is the reputation
that he earns for himself through his
whole life's work, all his deeds, and
ventures. That is why this crown of a
good name surpasses all the others.

As we light the Menorah on Chanuka,
that is the time to focus and reflect on
the Light of G-d, which is our eternal
soul. u
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Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:

VAYEISHEV
Man Plans, God Laughs
You thought your life would run
smoothly, right? We all do. Then,
something comes off, tragic or
happy, which proves to us that life
is not smooth at all, and probably
is not supposed to be.

Somehow, each of us has a
personal script which envisions
what our lives will be like in the
near and even distant future. I
remember a friend from college
who had his life planned out. He
knew who he was going to marry,
what his career path would be,
where he would live, and which
friends would be loyal to him.

My friend, like all the rest of us,
soon found out that life had many
surprises in store for him. His
fiancée ended their relationship,
he was offered a very different job
than that which he was trained for,
he moved to a part of the country
he had previously never heard of,

and his friends soon became but
memories.

There is a passage in T'hilim 30,
and it is one of my favorite biblical
quotations, which says this better
than I can. It reads, "I said in my
tranquility (shalvi), I shall never fall
down."

Of all the fifty-plus weekly Torah
portions, it is this week's parsha
(Vayeishev) that conveys this
message most powerfully, in a
manner designed to leave an
impression upon us all.

"And Yaakov dwelled…" Rashi
comments that Yaakov sought to
dwell in SHALVA, tranquility. He
thought that he had finally made it
home, the dwelling place of his
fathers, and that his encounters
with Lavan and Eisav were now
over. It was clear sailing from here
on in.

But wouldn't you know, his
troubles with Yosef soon "jumped
on him". He never anticipated that
his life would be completely
disrupted and changed forever
because of his favorite son and his
internal family dynamics. From this
point on, Yaakov experienced no
tranquility; only surprises, which
eventually climaxed in exile to
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Egypt. Not only could he not live in
the land of his fathers, but he was
destined not even to die there.

There is a Yiddish saying which
captures this lesson in four brief
words: "Mentsch tracht, Gott
lacht." Literally, this means, "Man
plans, God laughs." I have seen it
paraphrased as, "Man proposes,
God disposes."

At this point, dear reader, I want to
introduce to you the second most
important traditional Jewish
biblical commentator. In previous
col- umns, I have referred to
Rashi, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki,
who is unanimously acclaimed as
the chief traditional commentator.
Second to him is Ramban, Rabbi
Moshe ben Nachman.

Ramban uses the narrative of
Yosef's search for his brothers and
their plot to sell him into slavery as
a primary example of how man's
plans usually go awry. He, too,
formulates a four-word phrase
which conveys this idea, but his is
in Hebrew: HAGEZERA EMET,
VEHACHARITZUT SHEKER. This
means that God's design is true
while man's efforts are futile.
Sounds pessimistic, but it has the
ring of reality.

Ramban points out that Yosef was
sent by Yaakov to the brothers but
could not find them. Ordinarily, if
he would be convinced that his
search for them would be unsuc-
cessful, he would have returned

home. But lo and behold, a
strange man (an angel, according
to rabbinic legends) appeared on
the scene and guided Yosef to his
brothers, who promptly sold him to
the next passing caravan.

This lesson is a profound existen-
tial one for all of us. But it has
needed implications for the way
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And he made for him a K'TONET PASIM (a striped coat, a multi-colored coat).

And they dipped the KUTONET in the blood.

The word zpzk occurs eight times in Parshat Vayeishev - more than anywhere else in

the Torah. (In T'tzaveh, we find it 5 times, with the garments of the kohanim.) 

Note that the first time (on the right, above), the KAF has a SH'VA under it. The second
one has a KUBUTZ under the KAF.

The stand-alone word is KUTONET, with a KUBUTZ. The word in its S'MICHUT
(connecting) form is K'TONET.

In VAYEITZEI: K'TONET PASIM once, K'TONET HAPASIM twice, K'TONET YOSEF,
K'TONET BINCHA (your son's KUTONET), K'TONET B'NE (my son's) - all connecting
to the following word. OTOH - KUTANTO, his KUTONET, and HAKUTONET.

we tend to raise our children in this
day and age. 

Many of us parents are guilty of
trying to arrange our children's
lives so that they will never
experience problems or difficulties.
We are protective to a ridiculous
extreme in the hope that our
children will never have to face the
challenges and obstacles which
we faced.

But we delude ourselves and,
more importantly, are not fair to
our children. Their lives will con-
tain unpredicted and unpredictable
circumstances, negative and
positive, and we cannot make their
lives fool-proof.

How much better off they would be
if we taught them not how to avoid

problems, but how to cope with
problems. Problems are unavoid-
able. They are the very stuff of life.
A good parent, and a good
teacher, conveys the lesson that
life will have its challenges, but
that these challenges can be met
and that, by meeting them, the
individual grows.

We, as observers of current youth,
particularly in the Jewish commun-
ity, have identified a sense of
entitlement in our children. They
feel entitled to leisure and comfort
and an environment free of
restriction. We would be well-
advised to dispel this sense of
entitlement, and instead enable
them to face the unanticipated
surprises that life has in store for
all of us. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

VAYEISHEV
B Why does the Torah suddenly
refer to Bilha and Zilpa as WIVES of
Yaakov (NESHEI AVIV - 37:2) when
relating that Yosef told Yaakov how
the brothers spoke about their sons,
and not as MAIDSERVANTS as they
have been called until now (see
32:23)?

C Why do the brothers ask Yosef
both whether he thinks he will be
king over them (HAMALOCH
TIMLOCH - 37:8), and whether he
thinks he will rule over them (IM
MASHOL TIMSHOL BANU - 37:8)?
Aren't these the same thing?
D Why does the Torah first refer to
the two men whom Par'o
imprisoned as MINISTERS (40:2), and
then calls them simply THE BAKER
and THE BUTLER (40:5)?

Rabbi Lipman is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

Mazal Tov to
Gershon Simkins and family
on the Bat Mitzva of a granddaughter

Zev & Dassy Fuchs and family
on  the marriage of a grandson

David & Sorra Landau and family
on the marriage of a granddaughter

Aharon & Miriam Botzer and family
on the Bar Mitzva of a grandson

Reuven Schwartz and family
on the marriage of his daughter
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Vayeishev

SETTLING & DWELLING
VAYEISHEV YAAKOV... (B'reishit 37:1)
means "Yaakov dwelt".

Pir'kei d'Rabbi Eliezer understands
this as "Yaakov dwelt in security and
ease in the land of his birth, the land
of his ancestors' sojourns."

B'reishit Rabba 84 explains why life in
Israel gave him ease and security:
"Yaakov had no satisfaction from any
dwelling place until he settled in the
land where his father Yitzchak
sojourned."

Midrash HaGadol says, "Living
outside the Land of Israel is not called
'dwelling'. The term only applies to
living in the Land of Israel."

Before 1948 the Jewish community in
the Holy Land was "The Yishuv - the
Settlement".

These days "settlement" has a
pejorative political connotation but it

really isn't the post-1967 Settlement
Movement that is the problem (if
there is one).

The so-called settlements occupy no
more than about 2% of Judea and
Samaria and most will remain Israeli
if and when the peace process
achieves results. Any problem existed
before 1967.

It was the Yishuv as a whole, the
reality that the Children of Yaakov
have come home to the ancestral
land with a feeling of ease, security
and fulfilment.

A high percentage of Israelis tell the
statisticians that they feel happy
with their lives. Can the peoples of
other lands, including the Arab
nations, say a similar thing?
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com



054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

How to Tell When Your
Tefillin Need Adjustment

[Periodically, we re-issue our discussion on the proper
position of tefillin-shel-rosh. Many people motion to
their friends to straighten their tefillin, which is rarely a
problem, and do not realize that tefillin extending too
far forward is a far more severe problem. In Living the
Halachic Process, I:G-1, we develop the halacha that the
end of the tefillin must not go beyond the roots of the
hair of the hairline. (Ed. note: Original hairline.)

Upon visiting different shuls, from various elements of
society, it pains me to see great numbers of fine Jews
who are definitely donning their tefillin wrong and many
others about whom it is hard to tell, especially when
they have receding hairlines. Since even some talmidei
chachamim get it wrong, I assume that knowing how to
apply the halacha to one's head is a big problem. We will
focus here on techniques to figure this out.] 

Question: How can one tell when his
tefillin shel rosh needs adjustment? 

Answer: Firstly, an adult who has
not adjusted his tefillin shel rosh's
knot in several years almost certainly
needs an adjustment. Tefillin straps
stretch slowly as we apply pressure to
them (some more than others) when
fastening the tefillin on our head. If

one's hairline has not receded, he can
easily check (see above). 

Now, a little review of the anatomy of
a normal human head. The skull is
highest towards the back of the head;
it then gradually slopes down. Near the
front of the head, the slope increases,
and then turns into a "cliff" (i.e., the
forehead). The hairline ends at the end
of the gradual or the midst of the
increased slope. No hair (except
eyebrows) is rooted in the forehead. 

Based on the above, the following are
signs of misplaced tefillin. If the end of
the tefillin looks like it is "hanging off
a cliff", it is certainly much too far
forward, as a line drawn down from
the end of the tefillin would hit the
forehead or even the nose. Because of
the increased slope, there may be a
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Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

little space between the bottom of the
tefillin and the head. However, if there
is too much room (i.e., a finger fits in
comfortably), it is very likely not in the
right place. 

Another sign is the tefillin's angle. The
angle is determined primarily by where
the tefillin are fastened to the head by
the straps - at the back of the tefillin.
Generally, tefillin in the right place will
be upright with a slight downward
slant. If the tefillin has a serious
downward-facing angle, it is generally
(unless one has a rounder head than
most) too far forward, so that its rear
is where its forward part should be (at
the beginning of the steeper slope).
Thus the tefillin's front will be too far
forward, unless the tefillin are very
small. 

A final sign is the kipa. With average
size kipot and tefillin, there should be
little or no room between the two. One
with a particularly large kipa or who
wears it on the top of the head (as
opposed to part top/part back) will
have to move the kipa back.

When I look around many of the shuls
I regularly daven in or visit, I see many
too many people with apparent (or
definite) problems in this regard.

Among older people, I would estimate
that the problems apply to well over
50%. As I HATE correcting people (and
most hate being corrected), I am torn
as to when the rectifiable problem is
clear enough to halachically/morally
require me to do the uncomfortable.
The following limud zechut decreases
the problem. Most people put the
tefillin at a certain position and push it
forward in the process of fastening.
Thus, some of those who keep the
tefillin too far forward had it in the
right place for a few moments after
the b'racha (so that it was not l'vatala)
before the fastening was complete, and
thereby may have fulfilled the mitzva
for that short time.

More people should learn how to
shorten the circumference of the head
strap, which is necessary for the
tefillin to stay in the right place. You
are invited to visit me or ask a sofer. It
may be easier to search for
demonstrations - search "youtube
tefillin head adjust". Then, you can
help yourself and your friends.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Parshat VAYEISHEV
December 9th - see p.61

SHABBATON

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am - see p.36
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

VIDEO

11:10am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life (Mishlei)

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dec 10 - The Miraculous
Light Shines On

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of AMOS

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am Rabbi Poupko's
Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

Su/M/W/Th 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

Tuesdays also

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

3:00pm - Phil Chernofsky
Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

4:15pm - see p.36
Rabbi Zev Leff
on Pirkei Avot

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

8:00pm (Dec 11) - see p.37
Special Evening for Women

with Mrs. Chani Juravel

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA • see p.33
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

10:30am
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendezvous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning

Halachic & Hashkafic
issues in contemporary

society

11:30am 
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

12:30-2:30pm • see p.37
Chanuka Celebration

and Luncheon - Res. req.

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00am YES-Dec.7;
no Dec.14; YES Dec.21

Dr. Avivah
Gottlieb Zornberg 

Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Thursday the Rabbi

gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.33
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the
Messages in Chazal

2:15pm
12:15pm

Rabbi Nachman Winkler
History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

Jews in the Middle Ages

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

not Dec 12; YES Dec 14
7:00pm

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
not on Dec. 12; yes Dec 19

Dr. Avivah
Gottlieb Zornberg

Insights into the Parsha

Torah via Pirkei Avot
Chumash with M'forshim

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

Resumes Wed Dec 20
7:00-9:45pm

Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch
Topics in Parshanut

JChat program
see p.38

Adv. Res. Req.

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
The Rainbow of

Parshat HaShavua

Resumes after Chanuka
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in the
weekly haftara

Dec. 7th • 4:15-5:00pm
Story Hour

Dec 14 • 7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

call to confirm

8:00pm
Yes Dec.7; no Dec.14

Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky
Topics in the

Book of Sh'muel
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Sunday, December 24th • 8:45am-1:00pm (6 Tevet)
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One Issue Judaism - Our
Religious Split Personality [2]

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

For today's religious Jews there are, in
addition to all the issues, areas
prevalent throughout the ages, two
areas where the danger of a religious
split personality occur. They are the
question of statehood in Judaism and
the question of consumerism - the
correct Jewish use of wealth. Unfortun-
ately, in both of them, the split person-
ality is very comfortable as it enables
people to avoid dealing with these
fundamental questions.

"Judaism is not a religion in the usual
sense of the word but a nation-religion"
(Rav Hirsch). As a social-political
entity, this nation-religion requires a
territorial basis on which it can fulfill
its role. It is surely instructive that that
this basis is established by Hashem's
promises to Avraham in parshat Lech
L'cha at the very birth of the nation-
religion. The parsha starts with the
commandment to go to an as yet
unspecified land and continues to flesh
out the promise till clear and
determined borders are set. It is surely
significant that these final borders are
set and the son of Avraham and Sarah
who is a further stone in the founding
of the nation, before the announcing of
Hashem as the G-d of Israel (B'reishit
17:7).; nation and land preceding
religion.

The significance of this unique form of
religion is borne out by two different
stories in the Torah; the meraglim and

Balak's sending for Bilaam. Why did
the meraglim not want to enter Eretz
Yisrael? Why did Balak not desire to
destroy Israel but simply to hire Bilaam
to curse them that they should not enter
their land? In both cases, there was no
problem with Israel's religion as long as
they were in the desert. There it
involved personal piety, ritual, priest-
hood and a sanctuary etc. which would
make them similar in concept to other
religions. Shem MiShmuel writes that
when they would enter Eretz Yisrael,
however, they would have to make the
normal and material things of life holy.
Work, agriculture and industry, war
and peace etc., would all have to be
according to G-d's Torah. The
meraglim doubted their religious ability
to do this and Balak feared that
Hashem would then demand similar
behavior from him and the nations of
the world.
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Mazal Tov to
Nathan & Rachel Heller Bernstein
on the birth of a Granddaughter

(daughter to Hillel & Hani nee Basch)

This concept of the nation-religion is a
difficult concept to understand and to
live by, as we may see from the pages
of Nevi'im Rishonim. These are often
regarded as the historical books of
Tanach depicting the events of Jewish
independence in their homeland.
Throughout, they tell a story of how
Israel shied away from a unified
political entity with a single religious
aim. There was always a national
sanctuary, first the Mishkan in Givon,
Nov, Shilo and then the Bet Hamikdash
in Yerushalayim. However, the nation
persisted in also worshiping at the local
Bamot which were raised altars
throughout the country. David estab-
lished a monarchy with the religious
sanction of the prophets. Yet even in
his days the cry was often raised, 'we
have no portion in Beit David' and in
the days of his grandson the monarchy
was dived into a kingdom of Judah of
two and a half tribes and the kingdom
of Israel. Within a short period both
were exiled and Jewish monarchy
ended till it was renewed temporally by
the Maccabees on Chanuka. This
ceased when the Romans entered the
country at the invitation of rivalling
Jewish factions.

The other aspect of our split religious
personality is the correct balance
between our Torah study and ritual
observance and the correct use of the
wealth which Hashem grants us. This
wealth is morally ours to fund our
needs and those of our families,
however, excessive emphasis on such
spending breeds thinking and many
practices which are contrary to Judaism
and thereby create a split religious

personality. Such spending has a
modern name - consumerism, and is
one that no other generation has ever
faced before. Today's world is
wealthier than any of the preceding
generations so that whereas until even
recently, poverty and scarcity were the
universal problems, now we have the
challenge of wealth. Chazal teach us
that this is a challenge which is more
difficult to overcome than that of
poverty and the truth of their statement
may be seen in the headlines of today's
media. 
At the individual level, we are bom-
barded by advertisers, by the media and
by our peers to buy, consume, and
spend. It is surely not difficult to see
that this creates pressure on us to work
harder and earn more irrespective of
our personal wealth. When legitimate
and legal methods are insufficient to
fund our consumerism, then people will
knowingly or not turn to illegal and
unethical ways to do so. Chazal already
taught us that the yeitzer hara for
money and wealth is almost unlimited;
"one has 100 coins then wants 200".
Few of us meet people who say they
are incapable of needing more or have
enough. Rather most people and
societies consider that more is better
than less but Torah teaches otherwise.
The way to achieve spiritual unity in
this respect is to "love the Lord your
G-d with all your strength - b'chol
m'odecha; '"with all your possessions"
(Rashi, D'varim 6:5).



Rabbi Wein's Fall-Winter
Lecture Series: Motza"Sh
Nov25-Jan20 (except Chanuka)
JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II

More interesting Street Names in the Holy City
HaNassi shul - 24 Ussishkin - 25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

D Dec 9th at 8:00pm Meir Bar Ilan Street
Chanuka with Destiny in the

ISROTEL YAM SUF HOTEL
Last 4 days of Chanuka - Sunday-Wednesday

• Rabbis Wein and Taub • Full program for adults and
children • Delicious cuisine with Mehadrin vegetables and

Glatt meat • LAST ROOMS

RESERVE NOW for Sunday night, Jan14
PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1930"

Cinema City, Jerusalem at 8PM

Advance ticket - 100NIS, At the door 120NIS

Includes DVD of film worth 100NIS

Sponsors - 750NIS, Patrons - 1500NIS
(which includes a private buffet supper with Rabbi Wein in the lounge)

BEST SEATS GO TO EARLIEST RESERVATIONS

Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54
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Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

Our father Avraham had to deal
mainly with his son Yitzchak in order
to continue the tradition of mono-
theism and humanity that he had
begun. His other children were sent
away from his home so that in effect
all of his efforts were concentrated on
his son Yitzchak. Yitzchak himself had
two sons, Yaakov and Eisav. He
attempted to divide his attention and
share his legacy with both of them.

The sons were of greatly different
temperament and potential and
Yaakov found it impossible to recon-
cile the two. Both would now be
forced to go their separate ways in life
and in history. It was recognized early
on that the two personalities would
never mesh and therefore only
through Yaakov would the legacy of
Avraham and Yitzchak be fulfilled.

Now we see that Yaakov had 12 sons.
Every father and mother knows that
every child is different and the wise
parent recognizes the subtleties of
those differences and incorporates
them into the parenting process. Now
just imagine having to deal with 12
different sons each one of whom had
a different personality, different
talents and different perspectives on
life and the family.

Yaakov himself in his final words to his

sons at the end of this book describes
each of them in a different way,
emphasizing their characteristics,
talents and abilities. So, it shall not be
surprising that sibling frictions
abounded in his family. What is
surprising is that apparently all of
those frictions were channeled into
the contest between Yosef and his 10
brothers.

That Yosef was the lightning rod for
all of the differences in the family is
clear from the description of the Torah
in this week's reading. The Torah tells
us that they could not speak
peacefully one with another. The
commentators over the centuries
have provided various reasons for the
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behavior of both Yaakov and Yosef as
to why this family discord occurred.
However it is clear from the biblical
narrative itself that Yosef was so
special, both in his own mind and in
the eyes of his father, and that the
brothers felt threatened by the family
situation that he created.

The task of reconciling 12 different
personalities, all of them strong and
powerful, would now occupy the rest
of the narrative of the Torah. The
ability to live in peace and harmony,
given the fact that there are always
varied personalities, ideas and view-
points has remained the main
challenge in Jewish life today. It would
take a tortured and completely unpre-
dictable path to reunite Yosef and his
brothers and allow the people of Israel
to be formed positively.

At the end of the story the brothers
are reconciled with Yosef but their
different personalities still do not
meld. Reconciliation in human terms
is always a process and there is no
magic bullet or instant formula that
can accomplish it. It takes time and
patience and changing circumstances
and eventually the intervention of
Heaven itself to bring about true
family and national reconciliation.

Hopefully we are in the midst of such
a process, with all of its ups and
downs, in our current struggles in the
Jewish world. The story of Yosef and
his brothers and their eventual
reconciliation should provide us with
hope and faith for our future as well.
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers
B The Ramban teaches that this
choice of words indicates that once
Rachel and Leah passed away, the
maidservants were elevated to the
status of WIVES (while the Torah did
not state that Leah passed away, the
Ramban takes this as a fact given this
change in the maidservant's status).

C Ibn Ezra explains the difference
between a KING and a RULER.  A KING
has dominion based on the accep-
tance and respect of his subjects. A
RULER forces himself on the people
whether they accept him or not. The
brothers were asking Yosef if he really
believed that he would rule over
them in either of these capacities.

D Chizkuni answers that when they
were first arrested and imprisoned
they were ministers, but their time in
prison lowered them and broke their
spirit - leaving them as merely THE
BAKER and THE BUTLER.

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certif ied / Misrad HaBriut recognized special ist
in al l  Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain

Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at Refa Na Medical Center,

Givat Shaul, Jerusalem • NOW also at
RBS Family Medical Center, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-713-2224

Besides Yosef (thrice), only one other in Torah
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

The First American Born
from a Uterus Transplant
This week saw a breakthrough in
America with the first baby born in the
US to a mother who received a uterus
transplant. The operation was per-
formed in Dallas, Texas, for a woman
who was born without a uterus. A live
donor was willing and able to supply her
uterus for transplant and the recipient,
whose identity is being kept secret,
delivered a healthy baby girl this week. 

This was part of a trial of eight women
in Baylor University that replicated the
operations and results originally
performed in Sweden. Indeed, one of the
Swedish experts joined the Texan group
and performed the surgeries. In four of
the cases the transplant was not
successful, one of the women is
pregnant and two of them are trying to
get pregnant, and this is the first birth.
Unlike in Sweden where the team
waited for a year after the transplant
before attempting to achieve a
pregnancy, in Dallas the woman was
pregnant within a few months after the
surgery. 

Readers of this column may recall that
we discussed this issue from a halachic
perspective five years ago when the
technology was developed in Sweden.
However since I received a number of
questions as a result of the media
coverage of this special birth I wanted
to present a brief summary of some of

the related halachic issues. 

But before I do, it is pertinent to
mention an event that happened to me
in relation to uterus transplants. In
October 2015 there was a lot of talk of
this new technology that had been
developed in Sweden. There had
previously been reports of a uterus
transplant in Saudi Arabia but the
operation had not been successful and it
was thought that this was experimental
and would not lead to anything. 

I attended the Annual Meeting of the
American Society of Reproductive
Medicine that was held that year in
Baltimore. At the meeting I met one of
the leaders in the field, a former editor
of the highly respected journal, Fertility
and Sterility, and I asked him what he
thought about uterus transplants. He
was adamant that it was a gimmick and
would never be done in America. 

The following month the New York
Times reported that uterus transplants
would be performed in America, and last
week a baby was born after a successful
uterus transplant. This should teach us
that we can never accurately predict the
future of fertility treatments, and all
medical advances. There have been
phenomenal and exciting advances that
surprised even the experts. 

So what does the halacha say on uterus
transplants? More on this next week. 

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman



Chanuka at Meshek Muslow
Come visit us and see what it's like to be a farmer in Israel

P et the sheep and goats
Run after the ducks and chickens

Taste fruit you've never tasted before
P ick a basket of citrus to bring home and more!

For more information, call Sue at 054 4233129
www.visitmeshekmuslow.com

Schocketino
Catering

Un d e r th e
supervision

of
u-Israel

Mehadrin

Pareve
and

Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Ba r/Ba t M itzva
S h e va  Bra ch o t
Anniversary

Fa mi ly g a th e rin g
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com
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Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Stunning Brand New Building in Arnona, Spacious

3 rooms, 87m, 16m Mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms, 3rd
floor, handicap access with Shabbat Elevator,
Parking and Storage. 2,150,000NIS

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone building,
1.5 floors up with mirpeset and parking. 
Only 2,490,000NIS

• Baka, charming 90m 4-room garden apartment,
80m private garden, beautifully renovated, on a
quite street, live in the city with a countryside vibe,
one of a kind. 3,500,000NIS

Teachings of the Maharal

THREE TYPES
OF KINDNESS

Netiv Gemilut Chasadim 3:156 -
Rabbi Eliezer says that it is better to
go to a house of mourning than a
house of feasting [Bava Metzi'a
28b].  A living person will put in his
heart awareness of death - eulogies,
burial and accompanying the dead.
All of these acts of kindness are
worthy of repayment good for good,
measure for measure. This is a
special form of kindness that cannot
be repaid by the dead recipient.
Consider that Hashem's providence
is a large, endless river of kindness
and a man's kindness is a small
tributary stream. When the small
stream fills a pit near it, the water is
replaced from the large river
immediately. Similarly, when a kind
person gives to another some of the
goodness Hashem provided to him,
Hashem repays and replaces it. The
same way he gave he is given.
Understand that this form of kind-
ness is fitting for a bigger reward.
Kindness to the dead is chesed shel
emet, true kindness.

Rabbi Yosef learned on the verse
"you shall inform them the path on
which they shall walk and the deeds
they shall do" [Sh'mot 18:20] that
"inform" means teach a livelihood

[beit chayeihem], "the paths" means
acts of kindness, "in which" means
burial, "they will go" means visiting
the sick, "and the deed" means the
law, "that they will do" means
beyond the letter of the law [Bava
Metzi'a 30b]. How do we explain the
overlap between kindness and
visiting the sick which is a type of
kindness? Visiting sick must be
enumerated separately because of
the visit of a similarly aged visitor
who removes from the sick person
and takes on himself one-sixtieth of
the illness. Despite the small risk,
the visitor performs the mitzva, an
additional kindness. What about
burial - is it not the same as
kindness? The separate mention of
burial by a zakein [scholar, elderly
person] for whom such work is not
honorable. "That they will do" refers
to beyond the letter of the law, as
Rabbi Yochanan said Jerusalem was
destroyed because they decided law
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www.gabairealestate.com
EFRAT - New on the market in Zayit! Brand
new cottage with over 200m in the popular
Village project. Upgraded 5 bedroom property
plus basement and parking. Large outside
space, great view, perfect family home.

RECHAVIA, Narkis 9a – 60m, 1 bedroom, 1 full
bathroom. Well-lit and quiet. First floor access
with no stairs. The nicest building on the street.
Private underground parking in Tabu. 
Asking 2,200,000NIS

REAL FIND NEAR BAKA – 80m, 3 rooms,
spacious a well-lit. Storage, parking, and
Shabbat elevator. Asking 2,250,000NIS

GERMAN/GREEK COLONY – Rare property
of 150m on one level, unique building, 
large succah balcony, in incredible condition,
parking, storage and Shabbat elevator.
Asking: 6,000,000NIS

HEART OF OLD KATAMON - quiet street,
new building, luxurious 150m, renovated,
storage, parking, Shab. elevator, succah balcony

NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir – New on the
market! New building, parking, storage,
Shabbat elevator, balcony. 3 bedrooms incl. one
en suite. Asking $1,050,000

AMINADAV - Across from first station,
pastoral and green, lovely 3 bedroom, 
2.5 bathrooms. Private entrance, breathtaking
view of Har Habayit on a 40m terrace.

GERMAN COLONY, Hildesheimer - Private
gated complex, large well manicured courtyard,
gorgeous penthouse of 160m on one level, 
3 spacious bedrooms, succah balconies of 35m
total. Add. bldg rights for 84m interior and 92m
balcony. Elevator, 2 parking spots, storage.

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

- Thermal Camera + Moisture Reading
- Mold and Bacterial testing
- Waterproofing, insulation, Pipe replacement
- Professional American painting

with exactitude and did not go
beyond the letter of the law.

Thus, there are three levels of
kindness, 1- acts of kindness, 2-
visiting the sick, 3- burial. The first is
doing good for others through
kindness, the second is doing it with
risk to one's self, even reaching the
gates of death to do good to others,
which is far more than lending a pot,
and the third, burial, which is a
kindness of necessity, more
necessary than visiting the sick.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Wills • Probate • Nuptial Agreements
Durable Power of Attorney • Healthcare Proxy

Halachic Estate Planning
Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq.

tirtzaj@gmail.com • 052-509-3356 • (02) 625-6475

US & Israel: 845-425-8871 / 694-7645 / 596-5733

Lower-left is the Davka Graphic of Yosef's
dreams $ No water in the pit into which
the brothers threw Yosef, but there were
snakes and scorpions, as pictured $
Animals you see are the sheep, as in the
sheep that were being tended by Yosef's
brothers $ The camel represents the
passing caravans... $ and the goat is, of
course, for the goat that the brothers
slaughtered to cover-up their terrible
deed. It also represents the goat that
Yehuda sent to Tamar. Note well that the
main animal that is used in the Beit
HaMikdash as a CHATAT, a sin offering, is
the goat. Communal chatat as well as
individual chatat. This includes the two
identical goats upon which lots were
drawn on Yom Kippur $ Yehuda's staff
(cane) $ seal (play on words) $ and
hooded coat, which is close to the
meaning of p'tilecha, that Yehuda gave
to Tamar as security for the future

payment of the goat $ Wine and bread
represent the Wine Steward and the
Baker $ The snow flake: Twice, once
after the brothers saw that Yaakov loved
Yosef the most, and once after he told
them his dream, the Torah tells us,
VAYOSIFU OD SNOW OTO, and they
further hated him $ The birthday cake is
for Par'o (end of the sedra) $ Insignia is
that of the Israel Prison Service. The one
who wears it can represent SAR BEIT
HASOHAR $ Butcher stands for SAR
HATABACHIM $ symbol for Gemini, the
Twins represent Peretz and Zerach $
dreidels and Chanuka gelt is for
upcoming festival of lights. Don't miss
the Chanuka section in this week's TT $
The wrinkly brown thing is a date, in
Hebrew - TAMAR, as in daughter-in-law
of Yehuda... $ The fellow in the
upper-right corner is Y.L. Peretz -
Yitschok Leybush Peretz, one of the great
Yiddish-language authors and
playwrights $ Above roaring lion is
photo of Rabbi Dr. Zerach Warhaftig,
lawyer, politician, one of the (37)
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FOR RENT OLD KATAMON -  Rachel Imeinu St.
- Beautiful Penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 
2 large terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive.
9800NIS a month
REHAVIA Nice 2 rooms, ground floor, Arabic style
bldg, balcony, good shape, quiet, good deal!
1,550,000NIS
OLD TALPIOT CLOSE TO BAKA Large 3 rooms,
first floor, balcony, renovated, good deal! Exclusive
1,590,000NIS
OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE PARK 3 rooms
with process of tama 38, stone building, first floor,
balcony, good shape, quiet,1,980,000NIS
ARNONA CLOSE TO BAKA Nice 4.5 rooms, stone
bldg, third floor, succa balcony, good shape, large
storeroom, only 2,000,000NIS
HEART OF OLD KATAMON 3 rooms + separate
unit, ground floor, acess without stairs, exit to garden,
renovated, good investment! Quiet, Exclusive,
2,680,000NIS
GANEI TZION CLOSE TO KATAMON Beautiful
Penthouse, 5.5 rooms,160m, modern bldg, Shabbat elev.
50m sukka terrace, large living room, 2 parking slots,
storage room, rare!

A.B.L.E. - ADVANCED BETTER
LIVING FOR THE ELDERLY

We offer:
Assistance in coping with aging issues:
health conditions, physical and/or
mental impairment
Assistance to children coping with aging
parents
Navigation of social services
Assistance in finding a more appropriate
environment if necessary
Assistance in finding a home aide

Shelli Frimer, Geriatric Social Worker
054-4475781 • ABLE.Shelli@gmail.com

•

•

•
•

•

signatories of Israel's Declaration of
Independence... $ Top center is a picture
of Rabbi Yaakov Yosef (because of EILEH
TO-L'DOT YAAKOV, YOSEF...), the first,
and really the only one to hold the
position of Chief Rabbi of New York; RJJ
is named for him. Google him - very
interesting $ The roaring lion is from the
haftara $ as is the Shofar $ as is the bird
$ The fellow with the mustache in the
picture under the fellow with the
mustache and pipe is Edgar Allen Poe.
Following Poe are the letter T and the
number 4. If you say that consecutively
you get something like POTIFAR $
Below the T4 is one of the first flags of
the Confederate States of America. This
one, which was used for several months,
has 11 stars (when there were 11 states
in the Confederacy) - reminder of the 11
stars in Yosef's dream $ And then there
is the emblem of the US Customs service,
which also has 11 stars. According to an
article on the internet, the design that
was submitted for production had 13
stars, as well as 13 each of other items -
arrows, olive branches, and more. A
prototype was made with only 11 stars
(and other mistakes) because that's all
that could fit using the embroidery
machine. So instead of correcting it, they
left 11 stars





While you are
celebrating
Chanuka, please
help us provide

food & necessities for poor and
needy families, so that they can
also have a joyful holiday
Please send your donations to the
Clara Hammer
Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
tel. (02) 581-0256
Or via PayPal at
ChickenLadyofJerusalem.com
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by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

The Special T'shuva
of Reuven

Adapted from Midbar Shur, pp. 191-194

“Reuven returned to the pit, but Yosef
was no longer in the pit. He tore his
clothes [in grief]” (B'reishit 37:29). 

Where was Reuven coming from? Why
wasn’t he together with the other
brothers? 

According to the Midrash, Reuven was
“occupied with sackcloth and fasting”,
as he repented for changing his father’s
sleeping arrangements. (The word
vayashov (“he returned”) can also mean
“he repented”.) 

The Midrash continues: 

“The Holy One said: No one has ever
sinned before Me and repented, but
you [Reuven] are the first to repent. As
you live, one of your descendants will
stand up and be the first to urge
repentance. And who was this
descendant? Hoshei'a, who called out,
“Return, Israel, to the Eternal your God”
(Hoshei'a 14:2).” 

This Midrash is quite difficult. There
were a number of individuals who
repented before Reuven’s time, such as
Adam and Kayin. Also, why does the
Midrash state that Hoshei'a was the first
to exhort the people to repent? We find

that the mitzva of t'shuva is already
mentioned in the Torah (D'varim 30). 

It must be that Hoshei'a informed the
people regarding some aspect of
t'shuva that had not been taught
before. 

Internal and External
Consequences
The impact of sin is in two areas. Sin
darkens the soul’s inner holiness. But it
also has a negative impact on the world
at large. “When the people of Israel do
not fulfill God’s Will, it is as if they are
weakening the great strength of
Heaven” (Eicha Rabba 1:33). 

With t'shuva we repair the soul and
restore its original purity. But the
damage caused in the world at large -
this is only repaired through God’s
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Kupat Cholim Maccabi patients also in kupa clinics

kindness. “I, yes, I am the One Who
erases your transgressions for My sake”
(Yeshayahu 43:25). The corrective
power of t'shuva is a joint effort - partly
by us, partly by God. 

Nonetheless, it is possible for an
individual to also repair the external
damage. When one’s goal is to elevate
all of society, and one’s t'shuva is
focused on preventing one’s own
mistakes from harming and misleading
others - such an individual increases
light and holiness in all of creation. 

Reuven's T'shuva
Reuven attended to both of these
aspects in his t'shuva. First he occupied
himself in fasting and sackcloth,
repairing the damage to his own soul.
But his t'shuva did not end there. He
then “returned to the pit”. An open pit
in the public domain - “bor birshut
harabim” - is a metaphor for a situation
likely to lead to public trouble and
suffering. 

After repairing his soul, Reuven
returned and looked at the pit. He
examined the damage that he had
caused outside himself, in the public
domain. He then worked to rectify his
actions so that they would not be a
stumbling block for others.

[On a simple level, we may explain that
Reuven sinned by upsetting the order
in his family when he intruded on his

father’s private life. He sought to
correct this mistake by restoring
harmony to the family, through his
efforts to protect his brother Yosef.]

That is why the Midrash states that
Reuven was the first to “sin before Me
and repent”. He was the first to repair
not only his soul, but also that which is
“before Me”, i.e. everything that God
created. In the words of the Midrash,
what made Reuven’s t'shuva unique
was that he “started with t'shuva”.
Reuven aspired to correct the external
damage ordinarily repaired by God’s
kindness. 

Israel Alone
Now we may understand the special
level of t'shuva mentioned by the
prophet Hoshei'a. In the Torah it says,
“You will return to God... and the
Eternal your God will accept your
repentance” (D'varim 30:2-3). This is the
common level of t'shuva. We work to
repair the damage in our soul, while
God corrects the damage we caused in
the world. 

Hoshei'a, however, spoke of a higher
form of t'shuva. He described a t'shuva
like that of Reuven - an attempt to
repair all the repercussions of one’s
errors. Therefore he called out, “Return,
Israel, to the Eternal your God.”
Hoshei'a encouraged a complete
t'shuva, performed by Israel alone. 
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Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the
globe. Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host
communities through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. 
These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

The Vayeishev-Chanuka Connection
by Yisrael Cohen

In Parashat Vayeishev we read how
Yosef was sold by his brothers and
found his way down to Eygpt. At the
time Yosef was still fairly young to have
left the protection of his father´s home;
Yosef who had lost his mother at a
young age, was favored by his father
Yakov, but despised by his brothers.

One would expect that this forced
departure from his home and the
ordeals that he suffered would have
had a negative impact on him. He
found himself alone, surrounded by a
foreign Egyptian culture in the wealthy
home of Potiphar. It would not have
been unexpected for him to have left
his roots as a Jew in search of a more
promising life. But Yosef withstands the
test and the temptation by Potiphar´s
wife. In fact the Torah relates just the
opposite. With all of Yosef´s troubles he
remains a Tzadik loyal to Hashem, his
father and family. Unfortunately there
are very few tzadikim like Yosef.

In today´s society how often do
individuals find themselves totally
engulfed by the secular world. What
happens to someone who does not
have Yosef´s strength in turning away

from temptation? What happens to a
Jew who does not succeed in
remaining on the proper “derech”, in
the ways of the Torah. Is that Jew
totally lost to Klal Yisrael? I think not!

I believe we can see this if we look into
the miracle of the “pach hashemen” -
the flask of oil - of Chanuka. Rav
Avraham Yitzchak HaKohein Kook zt”l
in his commentary on Mesechet
Shabbat writes concerning the miracle
of the jar of oil. The hidden secret to
our knowledge of torah, our will to
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

follow in its ways, is found deep inside
every Jew, stored carefully in each of
our souls. This relates to the one jar of
oil that was found by the Maccabees
amongst all the oils that had been
totally contaminated. One jar was
found baring the seal of the Kohen
Gadol. The Greeks influenced the
Jewish people and almost totally
destroyed them spiritually, but they
were unable to destroy that single jar
and make it impure. The deep roots
and love for Hashem could not be
stamped out.

That jar of pure oil represents the pure
Jewish “neshama” soul that is inside of
each Jew, no matter how far he has
strayed. However having this “pach”, jar
inside of us is not enough. Inside, we
would not see its true strength. Rav
Kook asks how can we maximize it to its
true strength? He responds that by
kindling it even at first with a little
spark, slowly, slowly it will return to its
full strength.

Most of us B”H are fortunately not
distant from the light of the Torah, but
certainly we can all find those with
whom to share the spark. We can also
all find ways to improve ourselves in
the derech of Torah and mitzvot. Like
the one pure jar of oil that spead out to
last eight days, each one of us can
strive to extend our chesed, Torah and
mitzvot to speed the long awaited
Geula.
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He tested, she lifted her eyes, they sinned - Who, who, who

zn`d oiic jexa
Heartfelt condolences to the

daughters and their families of
Ruth Freistat d"r
Shiva until Sunday morning at

Hachish 4/1, Jerusalem
milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

The first pasuk in the parsha reads: "And
Yaakov dwelled in the land of his father's
sojourning, in the land of Canaan."
Yaakov's domicile is described in a
two-fold manner: M'GUREI AVIV - his
father's sojourning, and Eretz Canaan.

With his return to the Holy Land a major
chapter in Yaakov's life has finally come
full circle: Yaakov is no longer in exile,
he is back living with his father once
again, and can fulfill both the mitzva of
Kibud Av VaEim as well as that of living
in Eretz Canaan, the chosen, promised
land. This blessed turn of events is
augmented by Eisav's welcome departure
from the scene, as Eisav's move to Har
Se'ir perforce puts an end to his own
fulfillment of both of these mitzvot.

Having mentioned Yaakov's father
(Megurei Aviv) the parsha's second verse
begins to retell the next major chapter of
Yaakov's life story as our focus moves
over to the next generation - to Yaakov's
own offspring.

The Torah's words - Eileh Toldot
Yaakov - usually precede a fully detailed
chronicle of a person's family tree, and
hence we expect these words to be
followed by an enumeration of all the
children of Yaakov. This, however, is
not the case and the Torah - mirroring
Yaakov's own behavior - shines the
spotlight entirely upon Yosef, to the
exclusion of all the others.

Rabbeinu B'Chayei writes that Yosef
managed to exhibit the positive attributes
of each of his brothers (i.e. Yehuda's
royal prerogatives were later clearly
evident as it says (B'reishit 42:6 ) Yosef
was the one who ruled the earth, Levi's
prophetic qualities resided in Yosef as
evidenced by his ability to interpret
dreams etc.) Seeing as his qualities far
outshone that of his brothers, the rights
of the first born which should have
naturally gone to Reuven were
transferred over to Yosef and he became
his father's chosen son. The Midrash
(Midrash Rabba 84:6-8) points to the
myriad parallels which are evident in the
comparison of the lives of Yaakov and
Yosef declaring that whatever happened
to the Father also happened to the son.

Just as Yaakov's own mother Rivka had
been barren for many years, so too,
Yosef was born to Rachel after many
long years of waiting.Yaakov's brother
Eisav hated him, and planned to bring
about his death, just as Yosef's brothers
detested him. Both were separated for
years from their father, married and had
their children born far away in the
Diaspora. Both struggled at first,
eventually succeeding to overcome
adversity achieving financial success.

This similarity between father and son is
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Great Opportunity in Jerusalem
New apartments in Armon Hanatziv
Religious community • For sale/rent

Shulamit: 052-847-1948
"Tivuch Be'Osher"

Volunteers in all languages sought
to work with journalists, diplomats

and Jewish groups abroad
Call (02) 623-6368

alluded to in the verse wherein Yaakov is
likened to a fire and Yosef to a flame:
"The house of Yaakov will be fire, the
house of Yosef will be flame" (Ovadia
1:18). Building on the words of the
Midrash (quoted by Rashi on the parsha's
first verse), Rav Amital explained that
Yaakov and Yosef each represent two
different models of how a Jew can
engage with an alien society and culture,
and manage to emerge morally and
spiritually unscathed. Yaakov strived to
keep himself apart, withdrawing from
outside influences, while Yosef lived
amongst, and fully interacted with, the
upper echelons of the contemporary
Egyptian society. Although Yosef's
children were born and bred amidst a
foreign Egyptian society, they were
taught how to stand apart when
necessary in order to nurture their own
tradition. Thus, to this day we bless our
children in the Birkat Habanim, to grow
up to be like Ephraim and Menashe.

Yosef was Yaakov's "clone" in an
additional sense as well. Not only did he
share many central life experiences and
personality traits with his father, but in
their physical likeness Yosef and Yaakov
could have easily been mistaken for one
another. This is beautifully illustrated in
the Talmud's depiction of how Yosef was
saved from having nearly succumbed to
Potiphar's wife. Yosef attracted
Potiphar's wife's attention. After her
earlier attempts to seduce Yosef had
failed, she devised a plan. Feigning

illness on a heathen holiday, she told her
husband that she would stay at home
while the rest of the household
participated in the Avoda Zara
ceremony. Thus she finally succeeded to
be alone with Yosef who felt his
willpower waning.  Chazal tell us that
Yaakov was about to give in to her
advances when he suddenly saw the
image of his father in the window. At
that moment Yosef gathered his resolve
and fled out of the house, (Masechet
Sotah 36b). How did Yaakov's image
miraculously appear in the window? The
possible answer is that seeing as Yaakov
and Yosef so closely resembled one
another, Yosef saw his own image
reflected in the window pane whereupon
he felt that he was staring at his father,
(Yefeh Mar'eh Horayot 10b). This
instantly reminded him of his moral
upbringing and of his spiritual destiny,
and as a result he fled the scene of the
potential crime.

Ma'aseh Avot Siman L'banim: We too
are fashioned in the image of our
forefathers, and are destined to repeat the
Biblical stories throughout history.
Those who reside in the Diaspora today
are constantly seduced by western values
and mores. It is time we remember our
true inner self - our true calling and
destiny - and resolve to follow in the
footsteps of the Avot; It is time to return
home to the land of our fathers "Eretz
Megurei Aviv" - Eretz Yisrael!

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest
Standards, Licensed, Guaranteed,

Kashering, Dati, References

CALL YONA NOW
052-309-8891

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (VAYISHLACH) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: under all the heavens

TACHAT KOL HASHAMAYIM = 400+8+
400 (808) + 20+30 (50) + 5+300+40+
10+ 40 (395) = 1253.

[2] Sh'kalim, Rimonim, maidens, ISH
true prophets, false prophets of
what?

In Vayishlach, Eisav is approaching
Yaakov with 400 ISH, a force of 400
men. ARBA MEI-OT. Other 400s (that are
not part of a larger number, such as 400
and 30 years, 53,400...) include the 400
sh'kalim that Avraham paid to Efron for
the Machpeila cave and environs, the
400 decorative pomegranates in the
Beit HaMikdash, 400 true prophets that
King Yehoshafat gathered, and the 400
false prophets of the Asheira (who ate
at Izevel's table) that Eliyahu confronted

on Har Karmel, in addition to the 450
false prophets of Baal.

[3] EISH, EISH, and LEAH besides
whom?

We find VATETZEI EISH... and fire went
out... (twice), once VATEITZEI LEAH - in
addition to VATEITZEI DINA.

[4] Footer Icons
The fist footer icon (reading from left to
right) usually represents something
towards the beginning of the sedra.
Last week it was a FINAL-MEM, referring
to the 8-word pasuk enumerating the
numbers and types of animals in part of
Yaakov's appeag gifts to Eisav. The
second footer is the insignia of a
general in the Israeli Air Force. The rank
of ALUF, a word that occurs 32 times in
the end of Vayishlach - and nowhere
else in the Torah.
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

Tasty, full-sized sandwiches (on whole wheat or white roll) will be sold for
25minutes prior to Main Hall JewishVideo showings - ONLY 15NIS! Hot drinks for 5NIS

MON Dec 11th - 12:30pm • Main Hall • 1½ hrs
The Quest for the Lost Tribes - Fascinating examination of the lost

tribes - where they might be now and how they got there. Discovered peoples in
far-flung locales following Torah practices. One of our most popular videos.

TUE Dec 12th - 12:30pm - Library

Rabbi Aharon Adler - The Mishna Related to Chanuka

WED Dec 13th - 12:45pm • Library
Rabbis Chaim Brovender & Berel Wein -
Thoughts at Chanuka on the Miracle of Am Yisrael

THU Dec 14th - 12:45pm •  Main Hall • 1¾ hrs
Yaakov Shwekey - Live in Israel! - The dynamic singer with the
magnificent voice, high energy and lots of emotion performs 16 songs
including his hits.

The Israel Center and the Ol d C i ty  Free L oan Associ a ti on Gemach - Free Loan Society
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, December 10, '17

All Learning today is sponsored by
Mel David & Family

in memory of our beloved
Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Sylvia David d"r
d"r al dix` za dig diav

za v p"d

Schedule Updates
(These supersede info on pages 34 & 35)

Dr. Deborah Polster will NOT be giving
class on either Tuesday of Chanuka

Rabbi Herschler will be teaching
on Thursday, Dec 14th at 2:00pm,

but NOT on Thursday evening
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Sunday, December 10th • 8:00pm
David Bedein

MSW, Community Organizer and Investigative Reporter
Three Challenges in the Light of Chanuka:
DeNazify the PLO: Insert Peace Education into
the Peace Process • Restore Judea, Samaria &

Even the Dead Sea to the National Consensus •
Revise US Embassy Relocation Act to Assure

Sovereignty over Jerusalem
Further information: (02) 623-4556

Financial Resource Network
Seminar series: Mon/Tue/Wed, Dec 25-27
The most successful Investment System &

Dealing with Risk • Living Wills - Break-
through Israeli tools recently became

available • Sophisticated money
management techniques for Olim

Further info: (02) 580-7013

The Shabbaton staff and participants invite those
in walking distance to join us for davening and shiurim,

as follows:

Friday, December 8th
4:15pm - Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbt, D'var Torah, Maariv

8:30pm (estimated)
Shiur by Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

The Chashmona'im through the Eyes of
Rambam, Ramban, and Bialik

Shabbat, December 9th
7:30am - Pre-davening mini-shiur with Phil

8:00am
Shacharit, Layning and Drasha by Rabbi Hillel Novetsky

11:30am
Shiur by Rabbi Neil Winkler - Who Sold Yosef?

12:30pm - Mincha Gedola
3:00pm

Shiur by Rabbi Chanoch Yeres
The Hidden Message of Chanuka

4:00pm - Question & Answer session
5:05pm

Maariv (Shabbat out 5:15pm), Havdala
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In loving memory of our
dearest mother, grandmother

and great-grandmother
Rabbanit Shulamit
(Shirley) Dolgin d"r
on her 11th yahrzeit, elqk g"i

May the learning from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be dznyp ielirl

JAIL
Lately in the news we have been
hearing about all kinds of people
being arrested, for terrible crimes.
People we might have thought
would never go to jail, will probably
be spending long sentences behind
bars. In this week's portion we also
encounter a number of people in jail
- Yosef, who is unfairly accused by
Potifar's wife, and two of Par'o's
officials, the cupbearer, and the
baker.

This week is also the 19th day of
Kislev, when Lubavitch Chasidim
commemorate the release of Rabbi
Schneur Zalman of Liadi from
prison in czarist Russia. In the fall
of 1798, Rabbi Schneur Zalman
was informed upon and arrested on
trumped-up charges of supporting
the Ottoman Empire. His informers
said that he would urge his
followers to send money to the
Land of Israel, "evidence" of his
alleged insurrectionist aspirations
(in fact, the money was sent to
support poor Jews). At the time, the
Land of Israel was a part of the
Ottoman Empire, which was at war
with Russia. Rabbi Shneur Zalman
was arrested and charged with
treason on claims that his teachings

and activities threatened the imper-
ial authority of the czar. He was
imprisoned on an island fortress in
the Neva River in Petersburg.

In his interrogations, he was com-
pelled to present to the czar's minis-
ters the basic tenets of Judaism
and explain various points of
chassidic philosophy and practice. 

Chasidim tell the story that once the
Czar himself came to interrogate
the Rabbi Schneur Zalman, but the
Czar didn't want anyone to know
that he himself had come, so he
disguised himself. But Rabbi
Scnuer Zalman recognized the
Czar immediately, and blessed him
with the Jewish blessing for kings -
SHENATAN MICHVODO L'VASR
VADAM.

The Czar got very angry. "I am not
the Czar", he said. "How do you
dare think that the Czar himself
would come and visit you in jail?
Just because of this crazy idea of
yours you deserve a very severe
punishment." 

Rabbi Scnuer Zalman answered,
"But you know that even God, the
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King of the Kings, visited someone
in prison." 

The Czar shouted back, "that is
some twisted Chasidik logic".
(because he had heard the
allegations of other Jews against
the Chasidic way of learning)

Rabbi Scnuer Zalman answered
politely, "Excuse me, your honor the
king, this is not just a Chasidic
interpretation, there is an explicit
verse in the Bible (from this week's
portion) that says that Yosef was
placed in prison … and God was
with Yosef when he was there -
VAYHI HASHEM ET YOSEF
(39:21). 

The Czar liked this answer, and
treated him nicer.

After 53 days, Rabbi Scnuer Zal-
man was exonerated of all charges
and released. The 53 days of Rabbi
Shneur Zalman's imprisonment are
said to correspond to the 53
chapters of the first section of the
Tanya that he wrote. For this work
he is called the Baal Hatanya.

His release was more than a
personal liberation. It has become a
major event in the history of
Chassidism. Following his release
on the  19th of Kislev, he redoubled
his efforts, disseminating his
teachings on a far broader scale,
and with more detailed and
"down-to-earth" explanations, than
before. He is considered the first
Rebbe of Chabad (also known as
the "Alter Rebbe" in Yiddish), as he
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founded the "Chabad" approach - a
philosophy and system of study,
meditation, and character refine-
ment, that made these abstract
concepts rationally comprehensible
and practically applicable in daily
life. 

On Yud-Tet Kislev it is customary
for Lubavitchers to greet each other
with "May you be signed and sealed
for a good year in the study and
ways of Chassidus", to sing verses
from Tehilim 55, "He has redeemed
my soul in peace", a reference to
the experiences of the Alter Rebbe
and to eat kasha to remember the
food the Alter Rebbe ate in prison.
So here is a simple kasha recipe.
Add onions and bowtie noodles for
kasha varnishkes, a favorite east-

ern European traditional Chanuka
dish. 

KASHA
1½ cups Kasha

1 egg, beaten

2½ cups boiling water

1-2 tsp salt

Mix groats and egg in saucepan
over low heat. When grains
separate add water and salt to
taste. Cover. Cook over low heat for
about 15 minutes till all water is
absorbed. Serve as a side dish or
fry up some onions and add
bowties. N
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The perfect gift for your child or grandchild...
A VERSEFUL OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS  by  Ellen Gordon

A charming, illustrated paperback book of rhyming, fun-filled verses on our holidays. The ideal gift
for your child or grandchild who reads English or whom you WANT to be able to read English.

A delightful and educational way for parent and child or grandparent and grandchild to read English
together, to discuss the chagim, to laugh and learn!

Your child will learn to read English while having fun with you
Available at an amazingly low price at the OU Israel Center. For more information about the book
or for bulk purchases, contact the publisher, Chaim Mazo, 054-729-4565/chaim.mazo@gmail.com

Also available at Pomeranz Bookseller and at Amazon.com

A New Trump Deal: Allow Jonathan Pollard to Immigrate to Israel
Ed. note: Earlier this week, I received an email request from Jonathan and Esther Pollard to
reprint the following editorial from the Jerusalem Post. It is the sacred duty of every Jew to do
whatever he/she can to help facilitate Jonathan's release from the extremely harsh and grossly
unjust conditions of his parole. He should never have served a day in prison, let alone 30 difficult
years. He was lied to and deceived by the US government from the start and abandoned by Israel
for a lonmg time, under US pressure. A hero who risked his career, his health, and his freedom to
help the Jewish People and the State of Israel deserves our deep gratitude. We look forward to
witness the fulfillment of the dream of the Pollards to make Aliya and live in Israel. 

Commuting Pollard’s parole would bring Trump a win/win deal. Amid
mounting speculation about the possible consequences of moving the US
Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the move of a single American Jew from the
US to Israel should arouse no controversy. Now would be an appropriate time for
US President Donald Trump to allow Jonathan Pollard to immigrate to Israel.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly asked President Trump just last
month to release Pollard from the arbitrary and unduly harsh parole conditions
that deny his religious freedom. He apparently made the request after agreeing in
May to provide economic goodwill gestures to the Palestinian Authority. The
Prime Minister’s Office has told Channel 2 News that Netanyahu raises the topic
of Pollard’s immigration to Israel in every meeting with US government officials as
a purely humanitarian request. Pollard’s parole terms were upheld on appeal after
he served 30 years of a life sentence. They include a curfew that confines him to
his Manhattan home from 7:00pm to 7:00am, preventing him from attending his
synagogue and require him to submit any computer, including an employer’s, for
inspection. He must also wear a GPS-monitoring device that forces him, as an
observant Jew, to violate the Sabbath. 

Pollard, 62, must also remain in the US for another five years, despite his having
served a longer sentence for spying for an ally than anyone in US history and how
inconceivable it is that he could still disclose obsolete secrets from more than 30
years ago. Pollard, a civilian intelligence analyst with the US Navy, received his life
sentence for passing classified information to Israel under accusations of
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prejudice on the part of then defense secretary Caspar Weinberger. No other
American has received such a crushing sentence for spying for an ally.

Commuting Pollard’s parole would bring Trump a win/win deal. It would be both
a praiseworthy human gesture that would boost relations with US Jews and Israel,
but it also would give him another victory over the perceived injustices of his
predecessor, Barack Obama. 

Obama’s treatment of Pollard stands out in cruel contrast to the pardon he gave
to former US soldier Chelsea Manning, who leaked more than 700,000 documents
to WikiLeaks in 2010 while serving as an intelligence analyst in Iraq. Manning was
sentenced to 35 years in prison, but Obama commuted her sentence in January,
just three days before leaving the White House, from 35 years to just over the
seven years Manning had already served.

Letting Pollard move to Jerusalem as Israel celebrates 70 years of independence
would demonstrate Trump’s commitment to Israel while relieving some of the
pressure as he evaluates the eventual embassy move.

Releasing Pollard is the kind of deal-making Trump is all about. He would have
plenty of backup: former national security adviser Bud McFarlane and former
head of Senate Intelligence Dennis DeConcini have submitted affidavits on
Pollard’s behalf stating that he is not a security threat regarding information that
is 30 years old.

Also not to be ignored is the US Justice Department’s own double standard
toward Pollard, as demonstrated in the case of Ronald Pelton, who was convicted
of selling Russia a large quantity of National Security Agency defense and
intelligence secrets, including US efforts on tapping Soviet communications, for
just $35,000. Pelton was sentenced to three life terms, but served the same 30
years in prison as Pollard and was released with none of the additional parole
conditions Pollard received.

McFarlane recently wrote that the life sentence given Pollard was a result of
Weinberger’s “unbalanced reasoning” regarding Israel and was a “great injustice”.
Then head of Senate Intelligence, senator David Durenberger, wrote at the time
that he objected to the life sentence given to Pollard and disagreed with
Weinberger’s “vehemence” toward Pollard. Former assistant secretary of defense
Lawrence Korb wrote that Pollard’s life sentence was wrong and blamed it on
Weinberger’s “visceral dislike” of Israel.

Pollard himself was recently reported to have made a plea to the leaders of both
the US and Israel: “As much as Trump needs to be held to his promise to move the
embassy, it is just as important that the prime minister keep his promise to bring
an agent home.”
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How about some Donuts for Chanuka?
DONUTS: glazed, glazed sprinkles, chocolate, chocolate
sprinkles, cinnamon/sugar, blueberry dough w/glaze

SUFGANIYOT: filled with jelly or chocolate or custard or caramel

LONG/small JOHNS: Rectangles with custard and glaze

MUNCHKINS: 12å per package

Boxes in two sizes: 6 for 24å and 15 for 56å

Daily pick-ups at the Center (not later than 3:30pm)
TUE/WED/THU Dec. 12-14 and SUN/MON/TUE Dec. 17-19

Call 560-9125 to place your orders at least two days before you
want to pick them up • Mehadrin, OU Israel Kashrut - All Parve

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA - New garden apt, 4 bedrooms, 128m, quiet,
sunny, fully renovated, master bedrrom, 2 parking,
storage, private a/c & heat systems
ARNONA - 4 bedroom apt. 126m on one level, luxury
property, 2 parking, storage, Shabbat elevator, balcony
with view of the Old City, only 3,415,000NIS
TALBIEH - amazing deal - 1.5 bedrooms, 2nd floor,
66m, central location, walking distance to Old City and
Mamilla, renting at 4500 - only 1,695,000NIS
ARNONA - the best 3 bedroom on the market. 100m,
2nd floor, huge living room, elevator, parking, storage,
balcony, quiet, renovated, a/c, private heating, en suite,
small bldg.
OLD KATAMON - HaPortzim St. 3 bedroom apt. 2nd
floor, amazing renovations, en suite, sukka balcony, good
location, close to shuls, serious seller.
Baka - Amazing townhouse, 5 bedrooms, first floor,
private entrance, 2 sukka balconies, storage, private
parking - only 3,550,000NIS
BAKA - Very good for young couple or investment, 3
bedroom apt. ground floor, easy access, 75m, central
location, close to shuls, park. Only 1,850,000

077-215-1200

U.S. based Life Insurance for
Israel residents with minimal hassle

Lower premiums • more benefits
Underwriting requirements will need to be completed in the U.S.

Call for a FREE quote
054-227-0863 • US: 917-559-1828

donnyfein@gmail.com • www.dflifeinsurance.com

www.sossingroup.com

Welcome Ari and Esti. So pleased to have you here. Love, Abba and Susan
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Gimatria Match
B'reishit 39:16 - "She kept his garment
with her until his master came home."

Yosef was in trouble and he knew it. Yet
he maintained his Torah values and

principles despite of how much easier it
would have been to give in to the

advances of Potifar's wife.

 ...jenk in l`xyi jixy`D'varim 39:29

That's who we are. (Same gimatriya)

cont. from p. 4 Some Jews view the far
left camp as a destructive force against
the State of Israel. Against Torah values.
And they demand our efforts to try to
bring them around. But they are not
like those who seek our destruction out
of pure, irrational hatred. Our fight
against our fellow Jewish ZEIDIM might
demand more out of us than defending
ourselves from the anti-Semites and
anti-Israel nations and peoples. But the
fight is not the same. 

(Personal addition) I would be remiss if I
didn't use another example of today's
ZEIDIM - today's arrogant Jews who are
a harm- ful and destructive force that
we must deal with. The chareidi
extremists (who aren't really charedi
because of the Chilul HaShem they
continually perpetrate and the defiance
of many leading rabbanim of the true
chareidi community), whose behavior
goes contrary to the Torah values and
principles of most religious and
traditional Jews. (Their protests aren't
even anti-draft, because a yeshiva
student who asks for an exemption
from army service will almost assuredly
be granted one.)

Back to the title: Lesson in L'HAVDIL.

Many years ago, Rabbi Zev Leff gave a
series of shiurim on the weekday
Amida. One of the many points he
made had a profound effect on me. 

He said, look at the latest bracha to
enter the Amida - V'LAMALSHINIM, For
the slanderers... There are different
ways of understanding who were the
'target' of this bracha. It probably
covers different types of antagonists.

But look at the ending of the bracha.
Blessed are You, HaShem, who destroys
enemies and humbles the arrogant. 

That's the point. Enemies from outside -
we ask G-d to help us not only protect
us, but to prevail against our enemies.

Our fellow Jews - different story.
Whether we are confronted on the one
hand by Jews whose inner-core Jewish
Soul is so buried under ignorance,
bitterness, confusion, misguided zeal...
or what - and on the other hand by
Jews whose sense of Jewish Unity is so
lost by hatred and bitterness,
misguided zeal... or what...

The bottom line is that we are Yosef
and his brothers, we are part of a nation
that split into two kingdoms and have
yet to be properly reconciled, we stand
before G-d today KULCHEM, all of us.
And we have to never make the
mistake of lumping all who oppose us
into one box.

This has to be a lesson of these sedras
of B'reishit that we read around
Chanuka time. And this has to be a
lesson of Chanuka, as well.
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SPECIAL OFFER
60å per pkg

FREE Delivery - min. 4 pkgs.

Orders (Isaac):
052-220-9382

website: www.comfort4us.com
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