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 פרשת לך לך
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

"לך לך מארצך וממולדתך ומבית אביך אל הארץ 
 אשר אראך" (יב, א)

“Go for yourself from your land, from 
your relatives, and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you.” 
 
R’ Brachia explained: to what was Avraham 
comparable?  He was akin to a flask of balsam oil 
that was closed and sealed with a fused lid and 
placed in a corner - its scent contained.  Once it is 
moved, its fragrances begin to waft about.  So 
said Hashem to Avraham, move yourself from 
place to place, so that your renown increases by 
way of your mitzvos and good deeds, so that they 
emit a pleasant fragrance out into the world.1 
 
 

 אחד היה אברהם
Avraham was Alone/Unique 

 
“Avraham was one,” i.e. alone/unique is a 
pasuk in Yechezkel.2  This pasuk gives us chills.  
Avraham Avinu conducted his life as if he was 
alone in the world.  He did not look around – he 
paid no attention to what was fashionable or 
trendy.  He was not impressed by the fact that 
most of the people of his era worshipped idols. 
 
It is so indescribable and immeasurable 
when a person proceeds with his truth and is 
not overly concerned with what others think 
or say of him.  If the majority’s view is not 
proper, Avraham Avinu serves Hashem alone.  
Our bond with Hashem must be stronger than 
any other tie.  Our personal relationship with 
Hashem is above all else.  From Avraham, we 
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inherit the courage to be in the minority, the 
strength not to wander after everything that 
is alluring or fascinating, even if everyone 
else chases after them. 
 
Avraham was alone/unique.  He left his land, 
his birthplace and his father’s house.  When he 
was forced to part ways with Lot, he did so - so 
as not to be tainted by him.  When he recognized 
that Yishmael was bad company for Yitzchak, he 
expelled Hagar and Yishmael.  When he realized 
that it would not be appropriate for Yitzchak to 
marry a local woman, he sent his servant, 
Eliezer, to seek a wife for Yitzchak from a distant 
land.  He was faithful to his own truth.  He 
publicly declared that there is a Creator of the 
World – there is only One – and He is Hashem.  
Most of his contemporaries thought him to be 
crazy.  Children and adults chased him in the 
streets and threw stones at him – but he paid 
them no heed. 
 
He continued to proclaim: “Hashem is G-d.”  A 
sincere Jew grabs hold of truth when he 
encounters it.  That was Avraham Avinu.  At the 
tender age of three, he recognized his Creator.  A 
mere toddler, he was awed by the wonders of 
creation and repeatedly asked, “Who created all 
of this?”  The more he sought, the more his 
desire to acknowledge the Creator of the 
World grew - the more Hashem opened gates 
and the light of emuna to illuminate the face 
of the earth. 
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Avraham was alone/unique.  Hashem called to 
him – and he went.  He left everything behind 
and went.  “Go for yourself” is such a 
monumental call.  It is a call to each and every 
person – a call that each of us feels.  
Essentially, we are children of the forefathers – 
the forefathers are found within us, their genes 
function inside of us.  Just as Hashem called to 
Avraham, the father of the nation – so He calls to 
each of his children afterwards, in every 
generation.  Go for yourself – remove the 
covering of your hearts that blocks you from 
feeling Hashem’s Presence, His G-dly light and 
makes you experience base urges instead.  We 
are constantly blocked.  Sadness, confusion and 
laziness constantly dull and block us.  We think 
about ourselves and we forget Hashem.  It 
thwarts us. 
 
Lot did not want to leave Avraham.  He had 
accompanied Avraham everywhere.  It was 
difficult to disengage.  We must battle Lot – Lot 
equals covering and concealment.  To extricate 
ourselves, we need desires and tefillos.  
Desire!  Desire!  Desire!  Speak with Hashem.  
Tell Him how much we want Him, how much 
we want holiness, how difficult it is for us.  
Tell Him everything.  Rebbe Nachman sent us 
to the forests (i.e. instructed us to conduct 
hisbodedus) because, there, we are better able to 
listen to the voice of the soul and to seek Hashem 
and beseech Hashem, Who calls us to return to 
Him. 
 
Avraham was alone/unique.  No one forced 
Avraham.  He chose Hashem on his own.  
HKB"H wants everything to be from free will.  
HKB”H enjoys no flavor in the world without 
free will. 
 
Example: A child must listen to his parents.  They 
tell him what he may and may not do – and he 
listens.  However, the time comes when the child 
starts to extract himself from his parents’ 
control.  He does not listen as he once did.  He 
wants to do what he wants to do.  Sometimes he 
leaves the fold entirely, G-d forbid.  “Leave me 
alone.  Do not tell me what to do.  I do as I please.  
This is what I enjoy.”  If the parents are wise, 

they will not meddle too much because it will not 
help, it will only make matters worse.  They look 
away, they daven, they beg Hashem for salvation 
– at most, they say a word, here and there, to 
their child.  They understand that this is the 
path, this is the process – the child is in a 
state of wanting to choose Hashem, he wants 
to opt for his soul, he wants to escape his 
present status – but not because they tell him 
to. 
 
He comes and goes and engages in all sorts of 
frivolity until finally he reaches the 
conclusion, on his own, that there is no place 
else in the world and there is no shelter aside 
from HKB”H Himself.  Then, he returns to 
HKB”H and says, “Hashem, I love You, I want 
You” - just as everyone who goes through the 
process of teshuva does.  Hashem is so pleased 
by this.  Hashem wants free will.  Hashem 
wants us to arrive via free will - not because 
of someone else.  If we act, only because 
someone told us to – the day will eventually 
come when everything crashes down and is 
shown to be empty.  It is naught because it was 
not due to free will.3 
 
We call out and cry out to Hashem, “Bring us 
close to You - with our free-will, with our cries.”  
We are human beings; we are not herds of cattle.  
The Jewish people received the Torah by 
coercion – Hashem held the mountain over our 
heads.  True, we said, “We will do and we will 
listen” but it was not entirely sincere.  Complete 
acquiescence was only when we accepted it 
out of love.  It is worthwhile for a person to 
suffer the entire difficult and dreadful path 
for just one moment of lifting his head to tell 
Hashem, “I love You.” 
 
Avraham was alone/unique.  He served 
Hashem only because he was alone and unique – 
he did not look at other people.  Anyone who 
wishes to enter the service of Hashem can only 
do so in his way – by thinking that there is no 
one else in the world and by not looking at 
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anyone who impedes his way, including his 
parents, his in-laws, his wife, his children, etc.  
He must not pay attention to obstacles set up by 
other people who mock, persuade or prevent 
him from serving Hashem.  He must not worry or 
look to them at all – he must be alone and unique 
like Avraham – as if he is the only person in the 
world.4 
 
It is not always easy.  Reaching the truth and 
getting close to Hashem requires undergoing 
challenges.  Avraham Avinu endured ten difficult 
challenges and, because he loved HKB”H so 
much, he had the strength to withstand them all 
– to do all that he was commanded - faithfully 
and with self-sacrifice.  HKB”H told him to “go 
for yourself” and he did not hesitate for an 
instant.  He did not pause to consider how he 
could proceed without a destination or duration 
of how long the journey would take – not to 
mention the distress of leaving his home and 
birthplace behind.  He set out immediately, 
despite his advanced age (he was 75 years old), 
when it could not have been easy to roam the 
earth. 
 
He arrived in Eretz Yisroel and immediately 
encountered a famine.  Hashem’s only response: 
good, now descend to Egypt.  This was another 
test because Avraham could have reflected on 
Hashem’s directives, G-d forbid, – why did He 
send him to a land that was in the midst of a 
famine – Hashem had promised him abundance.  
Yet, he did not wonder or ask any questions – he 
got up and went.   
 
Rebbe Nachman explains that, during 
tribulations, people are not clear-headed.  All 
challenges that a person endures come from 
lack of clarity.  If we were coherent, we would 
realize that Hashem is testing us and 
everything will yet transform into good.  We 
would recognize that there are no challenges 
at all.   
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There is also the incident of the Akeida – 
Avraham went to sacrifice his only son, who was 
born to him after decades of tefillos.  Sarah was 
taken to Pharaoh’s palace – a terrifying event.  
However, in the merit of their tefillos and 
supplications, they survived it intact and in 
peace. 
 
All of our ordeals are designed to lift us up.  
When we encounter troubles, we must thank 
Hashem - because we are receiving precious 
gifts.  Without ordeals, we could not actualize 
our potential.  When we overcome, we 
experience such closeness to Hashem, such 
sweetness.  We feel that we have ascended 
levels.   
 
Overcoming challenges is the essence of our 
service; it is our success.  Only in this way do 
we merit climbing spiritual levels and drawing 
near to Hashem.  Through the difficulties of 
hardships we literally build ourselves, we 
allow our hidden talents to blossom.  We have 
tremendous hidden abilities that are not 
revealed when everything goes well and all is 
splendid – they are shown only when we are 
challenged.  When we withstand trials, we are 
happier, things improve and we reveal 
ourselves to be greater than we were 
beforehand.  When we break ourselves a bit to 
do Hashem’s will, we create space inside, a 
broken space and a tremendous light enters that 
broken space – a new light that could not enter 
previously. 
 
Avraham was alone/unique.  He sought only 
truth.  He avoided all hints of falsehood, pretense 
and hypocrisy.  If we wish to be near Hashem – 
we must be genuine.  “Hashem is near to all 
who call Him, to all who call Him with 
sincerity.”5  Hashem does not want false 
braggarts, who make themselves out to be better 
than they really are.  “He who speaks lies will not 
be established before my eyes.”6  Tzaddikim 
spend their entire lives working on this attribute 

                                                           
 קרוב ד' לכל קראיו לכל אשר יקראהו באמת (תהילים קמה, יח) 5
 דבר שקרים לא יכון לנגד עיני (תהילים קא, ז) 6



pg. 4   פרשת לך לך 
 

 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Grant me a clean mouth - a holy mouth - a mouth that utters only good things. 
 
Grant me a mouth that never utters words of anger because anger shows a conclusive lack of emuna.  It expresses complaints 
against the way that You, Father, lead me.  Everything that happens to me is all from You.  It is exactly what You want and it is 
all for the best. 
 
A mouth that never utters words of arrogance - because arrogance is the most extreme form of falsehood and it distances us 
most from You, Father. 
 
A mouth that never utters a denigrating word about another, even if it is said in so-called good faith.  Generally, when I 
recount another person’s flaws, it is to highlight my own attributes, to show that I am superior to him. 
 
A mouth that minimizes unnecessary words and maximizes holy words - words of Torah, tefilla and love of others. 
 
A mouth that does not make comments - especially at home.  No one can tolerate someone who constantly comments.  
Criticism brings down the other person – it hurts him in the most sensitive ways. 
 
A mouth that never ceases to speak to You, Father.  A mouth that pronounces the sweetest statement in life: 
 “Hashem, I love You!” 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos! 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation 
of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, 
accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I 
still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for 
proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email Dov@TLOE.us                                           ח' מרחשוון תשע"ח  - October 28, 2017 

 

of truth and avoid deceit to the utmost degree.  
“One who wishes to cling to Hashem should 
guard himself from speaking falsely, even by 
mistake.”7 
 
The task of honesty begins at home.  Parents 
must acclimate their children to speaking 
truthfully.  Parents must not be overly 
authoritarian.  A child must feel secure in telling 
the truth.  If they are scared, they will begin to 
lie.  Rebbe Nachman taught that lies originate 
from fear of others.8  The same is true for our 
spouses.  When one is afraid of the other’s 
reaction, they become accustomed to lie.  
Only when we feel that we can tell each other 
anything, and even our mistakes will be 
accepted with understanding and 
forgiveness, do we become acclimated to 
speaking only honestly. 
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We wish to live lives of truth.  “Send Your light 
and Your truth, that they may lead me.9”  The 
light of truth will lead us.  To attain that light, 
we must discard all matters that prevent us 
and confuse us – our self-importance, our 
egos, our honor - all of these superficial traits 
that transform us into angry, dissatisfied, 
finicky and deprived people.   
 
In Heaven, they crave truth.  The holy Torah 
explicitly warns us, “Distance yourself from false 
words!”10  Tell only the truth.  Inspect every 
word before uttering it from your mouth.  Truth 
is a great light – it is the light of the world!  The 
Chozeh of Lublin would say that when he 
reached Parshas Lech Lecha he would feel a vast 
change, like the difference as from darkness to 
light, because Avraham Avinu illuminates the 
world. 
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