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Shekalim 5776-Well Worth A Second Look 

 
 Along with the regular weekly portion of the Torah (Vayakhail), we also add a special layning 

for “Shekalim”, the first of the “Arba Parshiyos”-Four weeks (sandwiching Purim) devoted to special 

themes from the Torah. Shekalim layning is from the beginning of parshas Ki Sisa where Hashem 

commands Moshe to collect a one half-Shekel coin from every Jewish male over the age of 20.  Hashem 

says “Zeh yitnu” -” This is what you should give” (Shemos, 30:13). Rashi, citing a Chazal [who 

understand that anywhere the Torah uses the word “zeh” it means that someone is actually referencing 

something that can be visually seen], tells us that Hashem showed Moshe a fiery half-Shekel coin. But 

why was it necessary for this visual aide? To say that Moshe was uncertain as to which type of coin 

Hashem was referring (and had to be shown it by Hashem) is problematic, because Chazal (Menachos 

29a) teach us that over the years Moshe had difficulty envisioning a total of three items only, and had 

to be shown examples of them by Hashem; the half-Shekel though, is not one of them! (see Tosfos 

ibid). 
 Before we suggest an explanation, first a story. The Vilna Gaon’s mother Treina used to go 

around town with another lady collecting funds for local brides. One day they made a deal with each 

other that whichever of them would die first would return in a dream to the other, and describe the 

judgement process in heaven. The Gaon’s mother passed first. Sometime later she did appear to her 

friend in a dream and related that in the Heavenly court they had judged that she (Treina) would receive 

more reward for her efforts in collecting the funds than her friend. She explained that once when they 

were walking together collecting, she pointed to a house of a potential donor. For that act of pointing 

the court determined she receive extra reward.  
 The lesson from this story is important. When it comes to being rewarded by the Heavenly 

Tribunal, each and every action that us humans do in the pursuit of performing mitzvos is noted, 

officially recorded and added to the actual mitzva act itself. As heartening as this is, it’s also pretty 

scary. For the same is probably true when it comes to the world of Sin. Not only will there be a 

reckoning for the actual avaira, but the extra little actions, the pointing, the turning of the head, even 

the fluttering of the eyelids, will all be thrown into the mix. 
 Since this is so, with the episode of the Eigel-Golden Calf, not only did Yidden need an 

atonement for the actual worship of the Calf, but also for the little nuances of sin along the way. For 

example, when the Yidden ganged up on Aharon demanding a new “Moshe” they said “Ki zeh Moshe 

ha’aish...lo yadanu meh haya lo” -” For this man Moshe... we do not know what has happened to him” 

(Shemos, 32:1). Note the word zeh was used by the Yidden. Rashi, citing Chazal, explains that this is 

because the Satan produced a vision of what looked like Moshe’s corpse on a bier for all the Yiddelech 

to see. And the zeh tells us that, alas, they looked and allowed themselves to be suckered in to this 

awful mirage. And by doing so, the act of zeh-looking- was now added to the list of actions that needed 

tikkun. 
 Now we can now understand why Hashem showed a fiery coin. The Midrash (Tanchuma, Ki 

Sisa) tells us that the command for Yidden to give the half-Shekel was as an atonement for the 

dishonorable episode of the sin of the Eigel. Hashem asked for a half-Shekel coin, says the Midrash, 

because the Eigel episode began at exactly noon- half way through the day. It would seem that the 

formula of atonement for this particular sin includes taking its minor points (such as the time the sin 

began) and reincarnating them for a good deed. And that is where the showing of the fiery coin comes 

in to play. At the Eigel they had used a zeh moment for confusion, sin and calamity. Now, with the 

half-Shekel Hashem presented them a tikkun, another zeh, but this time for clarity, mitzva and elevation 

of the soul.
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