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 Shabbat Parshat Va'eira - we bench Rosh
Chodesh Sh'vat, which will be on Wednesday, January 17th. One day
because Tevet has 29 days in our fixed calendar. Sh'vat has 30 days.

:däFh §l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i lM̈ l©r §e Epi«¥lr̈ `Ä ©d i ¦ri ¦a §x mFi §A d¤i §d ¦i hä §W y ¤cŸg W Ÿ̀x
The molad for Sh'vat is on WED 2h 25m 2p (2:04am Israel time) • apz:g 'c
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The actual (astronomical) molad (a.k.a. New Moon) WED 4:17am
First op for KL (Minhag Yerushalayim) - Motza"Sh Parshat Bo (Jan 20)
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Candles VA'EIRA (m'vorchim) Havdala Bo

4:20 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:35 4:26 5:41

4:38 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:39 4:44 5:44

4:36 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:36 4:42 5:42

4:35 Gush Etzion 5:36 4:41 5:42

4:35 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:36 4:41 5:42

4:35 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:36 4:41 5:42

4:35 Netanya 5:36 4:41 5:42

4:35 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:38 4:42 5:44

4:36 Rehovot 5:37 4:42 5:43

4:20 Petach Tikva 5:36 4:26 5:41

4:34 Ginot Shomron 5:35 4:40 5:41

4:24 Haifa / Zichron 5:35 4:30 5:41

4:34 Gush Shiloh 5:35 4:40 5:41

4:36 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel 5:37 4:42 5:43

4:35 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:36 4:41 5:41

4:36 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:36 4:42 5:42

4:37 Ashkelon 5:38 4:44 5:44

4:36 Yad Binyamin 5:37 4:42 5:43

4:21 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:32 4:28 5:38

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:13pm         Next week: 6:19pm
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 Promises, Indicators, Gratitude
HaShem told Moshe to say to the
people of Israel that He will take them
out of Egypt, that they will become
HaShem's Nation and He will be our
G-d, and that He will bring us to Eretz
Yisrael and give it to us - so that we will
live a life of Torah and Mitzvot in the
Land that He wants us to have.
At first, they did not listen to - or hear -
Moshe, because of their exhaustion and
hard labor.
Let's not now discuss the failings of
others, the complaining in the Midbar,
the rejection of Eretz Yisrael by the
Wilderness Generation, the continual
problems with turning away form G-d.
Let's focus on a different angle.
The Torah's account of Moshe at the
Burning Bush (last week's sedra) and
the prophecies of redemption in this
week's sedra are not really meant for
that generation. They lived through it
all.
The Torah is for us. Jews of every
subsequent generation. If it were not
meant for us, it would not be included
in the Torah.
And let's not look at any other
generation than our own. 
Because the Torah is meant for us.
Its 613 mitzvot are meant for us to
keep, preserve, follow.
Its stories are meant to teach us valu-
able lessons. They are meant to show
us R'TZON HASHEM, G-d's desires for
us.
He said He would take us out of
Mitzrayim. And He did. And we are

always mentioning it in davening and
commemorating and reliving it
throughout the year - throughout our
lives. Part of the Exodus is meant for us
to constantly be thankful to G-d for
what He does for us.
When He said that He would take us to
Him as a nation and that He would be
our G-d... he was talking to us. Not only
do we have to be thankful for our
mutual relationship with G-d, we have
to continually earn it. Be worthy of it. 

In essence, G-d has offered each of us
the Torah. And we have to say - and
mean - NAASEH V'NISHMA. We are not
supposed to say, Thanks for taking us
out of Egypt, but no thanks for the
Torah.

We're not supposed to say that. But
many Jews do. But that's not our point
here. We need to affirm and strengthen
our commitment to G-d's promises.

And, of course, that includes Eretz
Yisrael. G-d says Lech L'cha to each of
us. He says that He will bring us to the
Land and give it to us. He says that to
each and every Jew of each and every
generation. To you and to me.

We are supposed to be thankful to Him
for our being part of Am Yisrael, for
having Torat Yisrael, and Eretz Yisrael.
Are we keeping our side of the Deal?
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Long gone from bookstores,
this wonderful anthology is
great CHIZUK for those who live
in Israel and a not-so-gentle
nudge, thought-provoker, and
a challenge for the others.
70å (in honor of Israel's 70th)
at the Front Desk (while supply lasts)

Va'eira
14th of 54 sedras; 
2nd of 11 in Sh'mot

Written on 221.8 lines in a Torah; (16th)

16 parshiot; 8 open, 8 closed 

121 p'sukim - ranks 20th (4th in Shmot) 

1748 words - ranks 15th (3rd in Shmot) 

6701 letters - ranks 17th (3rd in Shmot)

P'sukim are above average in length

No mitzvot are counted from Va'eira. One
of 17 sedras without mitzvot. Over the last
18 weeks, including this Shabbat, we have
read 17 weekly sedras, which contained a
total of 5 mitzvot. Things will change
starting next week. (We didn't count the
Torah readings of Yom Kippur and Chol
HaMoed Sukkot - they both would have
added to the mitzva-count.)

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of parsha; 
(Z) is the number of p'sukim in the parsha.

Kohen - First Aliya 
12 p'sukim - 6:2-13
A long  (no worse a term than front
back-axle) The two most common names
of G-d in the Torah are E-LO-HIM and
A-DO-NOI (as an act of respect for G-d's
sacred names, these two are generally
pronounced ELOKIM and HASHEM
respectively, when referred to other
than in prayer or Torah reading).
ELOKIM is usually considered to be
G-d's name of strict judgment, whereas
HASHEM carries the connotation of
Divine Mercy. Notice that in the
accounts of Egyptian oppression, the
predominant name of G-d is Elokim
(especially in 2:23-25). 

Exile is certainly associated with the
stricter side of G-d's treatment of His
People. If the quality of mercy were
dominant, perhaps we would acclimate
too well to conditions and lose our
yearning for redemption. (See what has
happened in modern times when exile
is accompanied by G-d's Midat HaRa-
chamim and Jews are quite comfort-
able, and therefore, complacent - a
regrettable state of affairs. Comfortable
is not bad; complacent is - it means
"contented to a fault"). 

In the opening pasuk of this week's
sedra, we find the unusual combina-
tion of both names. It is ELOKIM Who
speaks to Moshe, G-d Who has judged
and treated the People strictly and
harshly. And G-d Who is also speaking
harshly to Moshe for his outburst at the
end of Parshat Sh'mot. However, His
message to Moshe is "I am HASHEM"
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(which comes with VAYOMER, the
softer "tell", rather than VAIDABEIR, the
harsher "speak" that began the pasuk).
And His words of hope and promise to
the People begin with the same
declaration, "I Am HASHEM". In this
context, we are told that G-d will take
the People out of Egypt, save them,
redeem them, take them unto Him, be
our G-d and ultimately bring us into the
Promised Land. These stages of
redemption are summed up with the
reiteration of the statement, "I Am
HaShem." It is as if G-d is saying to the
down-hearted People: "until now
you've experienced Me as ELOKIM, but
rest assured that you will now see
HASHEM - the G-d of Mercy - in full
measure. The Egyptians on the other
hand are being punished by the hand
of G-d as ELOKIM (see 5:15). 

[S> 6:2 (8)] The sedra begins with G-d
speaking to Moshe Rabeinu and telling
him of the promises He had made to
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. Also,
G-d tells Moshe that He has heard and
is responding to the cries of the People
of Israel. 

[In other words, G-d will be taking us
out of Egypt not only because of
promises He had made to the Avot, but
because of His feelings for us.]

Therefore, G-d will take the People out
from under Egyptian oppression, will
save them from bondage, and will
redeem them with His might. He will
then take the People to Him as a
Nation and be our G-d. He will then
bring us into Eretz Yisrael. 

Moshe relates this to the People, who
are too exhausted to listen. 

[P> 6:10 (3)] G-d then tells Moshe to go
to Par'o and demand the People's
release. Moshe questions how Par'o
can be expected to listen, if the People
(Moshe's own people) themselves
didn't listen to him. 

 G-d tells Moshe to go speak to
Par'o (about letting the People go).
Moshe "demurs", using the logical
argument known as KAL VACHOMER - if
the People of Israel (my own People)
didn't listen to me, how is Par'o going
to listen to me. Seems logical, except
that the Torah has told us why the
people didn't listen to Moshe - they
were utterly exhausted from their
unusually difficult labors. If so, it does
not follow logically that Par'o would
not listen to Moshe. Maybe he would
listen, not being exhausted. On the
other hand, Moshe's KAL VACHOMER is
based on his own statement - "I have a
speech impediment". In trying to
understand his failure to reach the
people, Moshe finds fault in himself,
not in the People. This is how a leader
should behave. When a rabbi or teacher
fails to communicate an idea to his
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charges, he should not conclude that
the fault lies with them - they are
dumb; they are not committed enough;
they are not paying attention; and so
on. He should rather be critical of
himself - I probably didn't explain
things well; I wasn't patient enough;
and so on. This is one of the signs of
humility that is a desirable character-
istic in a leader. This was one of the
many qualities that made Moshe
Rabeinu The Leader and Teacher par
excellence. 

[P> 6:13 (1)] (Above Moshe's objections,
so to speak,) G-d reiterates to Moshe
and Aharon, that they are to tell the
People as well as Par'o that the People
will be leaving Egypt.

Note that this last pasuk of the first
Aliya is one whole parsha. Single-pasuk
parshiyot seem to say, LOOK AT ME a
little harder and understand some
special point. Perhaps, G-d is saying to
Moshe - all your hesitations and
protestations aside, it is time for
TACHLIS. You and Aharon are going to
tell/command the people and Par'o
about leaving Egypt. Period (full-stop).

Levi - Second Aliya 
15 p'sukim - 6:14-28
[S> 6:14 (15)] The Torah begins to
enumerate the names of the tribes and
family groups. It is obvious that the
intention here is not to review the
whole of the nation, but rather to
focus on Moshe & Aharon. The Torah
starts the list with Reuven and Shimon,
and when it gets to Levi, there is much
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more detail. In this brief section, we
meet many of the "main personalities"
of the rest of the Torah. The Torah is
also giving us the ability to continue to
draw the timeline of Jewish history, by
giving us the ages at death of Levi (we
already know the ages of the previous
generation - Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaakov), his son Kehat, his son
Amram. That brings us to Moshe and
Aharon. We are also introduced to
Korach and his sons and Aharon and
his family.

 Although the purpose of this
partial genealogy is to identify Aharon
and Moshe, the Torah began with
Reuven and Shimon before it gets to
Levi. A reason offered for this in one of
the sources is that since Yaakov Avinu
spoke critically of these three sons, the
Torah here lists only them, to teach us
that they were important tribes despite
their progenitors' 'mistakes'. 

 When the Torah tells us that
Aharon married Elisheva, she is identi-
fied as bat Aminadav AND as the sister
of Nachshon. Rashi tells us that from
here we learn that when a man marries
a woman, he should check out her
brothers (because children often take
after their maternal uncles). The same
idea was previously presented in
reference to Lavan, brother of Rivka.

 On the Torah’s HU AHARON
UMOSHE, Rashi points out that
sometimes (34 times) Moshe is men-
tioned first, and sometimes Aharon is
mentioned first (4 times in Tanach), to
teach us that they were equals. (On
some levels, but on others, Moshe
Rabeinu was obviously on a higher
standing.)

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
9 p'sukim - 6:29-7:7
[S> 6:29 (2)] After the "digression" of
the previous passage, the Torah now
repeats that G-d is sending Moshe to
Par'o and that Moshe continues to
"object" because of his speech
impediment. (But this time, the fact
that the people didn't listen is not
mentioned.)

Rashi says that G-d did not repeat the
command, nor did Moshe repeat his
objection. The Torah is putting us back
where we left off before the genealog-
ical data were presented. 

BTW, ARAL S'FATAYIM has different
meanings in commentaries. Literally, it
means: I have uncircumcised lips; it is
variously interpreted as, "I have a
speech defect", "I can hardly speak",
and "I have no self-confidence when I
speak". 

[P> 7:1 (7)] G-d tells Moshe that
Aharon will do the talking, that Par'o
will refuse the repeated requests to
free the People, and that He (G-d) will
take His people out, and that it will be
clear to Egypt (and everyone else) that
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it is indeed G-d Who is doing
everything. Moshe and Aharon do as
G-d instructs them; they are 80 and 83
years old respectively. 

Observation When the Torah is
specific about ages, it usually is meant
to give us an accurate way of
constructing a timeline. Perhaps too, in
this case, the Torah is pointing out
something that we saw very often in
the book of B'reishit - namely, the
prominence of the younger brother
over the older one. 

 How is it that Moshe Rabeinu is
able to speak to the People of Israel
throughout his "career" as leader, in
light of the fact that he complained of
being "speech impaired"? 

When Moshe spoke to the People of
Israel, it was the Sh'china that spoke
from his mouth. He had no trouble with
his speech defect. He was, however,
concerned when it came to speaking to
Par'o. See 6:30.

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
28 p'sukim - 7:8-8:6
[P> 7:8 (6)] G-d tells Moshe and
Aharon, that when Par'o asks for a
sign, Moshe shall tell Aharon to throw
down the Staff before Par'o and it will
turn into a TANIN. Moshe and Aharon
appear before Par'o and do as G-d has
told them. 
Rashi says that TANIN is NACHASH, i.e.

http://www.wolgelaw.com
http://www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo
mailto:lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
http://www.bretzlaw.com
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'to the water' is like first word of Chayei Sara

snake or serpent. Not everyone see it
that way. When G-d first had Moshe
throw his staff down, it changed into
a NACHASH, a snake. Now with Par'o,
it changed into a TANIN. Strong
possibility is that we are talking
about a crocodile (a fellow reptile to
the snake), venerated and wor-
shiped by Egypt. Many Pharaohs
identified with the crocodile as the
ruling animal of the Nile. Adds the Baal
HaTurim, that the Tanin's reverting to
wood was a message to Par'o that just
as the mighty crocodile turns to dry
wood, so too will the mighty Par'o turn
to dust and food for worms. 

 Baal HaTurim points out that
the pasuk says: G-d says to Moshe that
when Par'o will ask for a sign, you
(Moshe) shall tell Aharon to take your
staff and throw it (on the ground) in
front of Par'o, it shall become a TANIN.
It didn't say: AND it will become a
Tanin. He explains that the staff was
thrown down and then he was to
command it to become a TANIN. And
that's what happened, to show Par'o
the power of speech that G-d has given
to Moshe. In other words, the staff did
not change upon being thrown down.
It changed by a spoken command. That
carries a pointed message to Par'o that
his wizards aren't even in the same
league with Moshe and Aharon. 

Par'o calls his wizards who are able to
duplicate (sort of) what Aharon does;
however, Aharon's staff (note: not his
TANIN, his staff) swallows those of
the wizards. Nonetheless, Par'o refuses
to listen to Moshe and Aharon, as G-d
had said.

[S> 7:14 (5)] G-d then instructs Moshe
to go to the river (Nile) in the morning,
where Par'o will be, and to bring the
Staff with him. Moshe is to say to Par'o
that G-d has sent me (Moshe) to tell
you (Par'o) to release the People and
you have refused until now. "With this
will you know Who G-d is..." Moshe
(actually Aharon) will be striking the
water of the river, turning it to blood
and killing all the fish in it. 

[S> 7:19 (7)] Following the official
warning to Par'o, G-d tells Moshe to
tell Aharon to take the Staff and strike
the waters of Egypt. Moshe and
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Aharon do as instructed and the
waters turn to blood, the fish die, and
the Egyptians cannot drink the water.
Par'o's wizards again duplicate what
was done, causing Par'o to remain
stubborn. Egyptians are forced to dig
for water (and/or buy water from the
Jews). This first plague lasts 7 days. 

[P> 7:26 (15)] G-d next instructs
Moshe to go to Par'o (at his palace)
and warn him that if he does not let
the People go, Egypt will be smitten by
a plague of frogs. Aharon is to raise
the Staff above the river, which he
does, and the land is blanketed with
frog(s). The wizards are again able to
replicate this plague with their magical
powers. Par'o calls to Moshe and
Aharon to pray to G-d that the frogs
be removed, promising that he will let
the People go into the wilderness to
offer sacrifices to G-d. Moshe asks
Par'o when he wants the frogs to leave.
(A strange question, to which Par'o
gives a stranger answer). Par'o says
"tomorrow", to which Moshe responds
"so be it. And that will serve as proof of
G-d's powers". 

 Why would Par'o ask for the

mailto:Lenny@LDevents.com
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plague to be withdrawn on the follow-
ing day? He and his people were cer-
tainly suffering and would want to rid
themselves of the frogs as soon as
possible. Par'o (still refusing to see the
plagues as Divine, and assuming that
there was some natural explanation for
them) figured that Moshe came before
him when he (Moshe) knew that the
frogs would leave. Moshe would give
the impression that he (in the name of
the G-d of Israel) had power over the
frogs. So Par'o tried to trick Moshe by
asking the unexpected - do it tomor-
row. Moshe's answer was that doing so
would demonstrate that it was truly
G-d's power that was being observed. 
Egypt saw itself as great because of the
Nile and because of the fertile land
created by the waters of the Nile. The
first plague smote the water. The
second was a plague that came from
the river and attacked the land. The
third smote the land itself.

Chamishi 5th Aliya 
12 p'sukim - 8:7-18
So it happens, and after the frogs are
gone, Par'o reneges on his promise, as
G-d had said he would (an oft-repeated
phrase indicating G-d's active role in
the events of the Exodus). 

[S> 8:12 (4)] G-d tells Moshe to tell
Aharon to strike the dust of the earth
(no warning to Par'o this time). The
resultant plague of lice was not able to
be matched by the wizards, who
acknowledge G-d's might. Par'o, how-
ever, remains stubborn. 
[S> 8:16 (13)] G-d sends Moshe to warn
Par'o about the next plague (swarms of
insects or wild animals, depending
upon which opinion you follow). New
element with this fourth plague - the
obvious contrast between Egypt and
the Jews. 
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There was always a contrast between
the Egyptians and the Jews - Egyptians
had no water during the first plague;
the Jews had water. The Midrash even
says that if a Jew and an Egyptian
drank from the same cup, the Jew
would be drinking water and the
Egyptian would have blood. 
Similarly, the Jews did not suffer the
plagues and the Egyptians did. Yet it
seems that G-d had different messages
for each of the plagues. (Or each set of
three plagues.) AROV was the first
plague that the distinction between
Goshen and the Jews on one hand, and
the land of Egypt and the Egyptians on
the other, was so sharp and obvious.
(And that Par'o was well aware of the
differences.)

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
26 p'sukim - 8:19-9:16
And so the AROV descend upon the
land. Par'o calls for Moshe and gives
permission for the people to sacrifice
to G-d in Egypt. Moshe says that it
must be in the Midbar. 

Par'o agrees on the condition that
Moshe pray for the removal of the
plague. Afterwards, Par'o reneges.

[P> 9:1 (7)] G-d next sends Moshe back
to Par'o to repeat the demand for the
People's release and to warn him of
the consequence of his refusal this
time - DEVER. And so it happens that
the Egyptian livestock all die, with not
a single loss to the Jews. Par'o checks
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this, yet he still remains stubborn. 

[P> 9:8 (5)] The sixth plague (boils) is
brought upon Egypt without warning.
Although his people are being seri-
ously beaten, Par'o continues to resist
(from this point on, with G-d's "help").

[S> 9:13 (9)] Moshe is next sent to
warn about the seventh (and very
powerful) plague. 

 In warning about HAIL, G-d says
(through Moshe) that this time, I will
send ALL my plagues... The Vilna Ga'on
explains that G-d uses 3 main weapons,
so to speak, to punish those who
violate His commands - Fire, Water, and
Wind. For example, to destroy Dor Ha-
Mabul, G-d used Water. To disperse Dor
HaP'laga, He used Wind, and to destroy
S'dom, His main weapon was Fire. The
plague of Blood used Water. Plague 6
was the burning Fire of Boils on the
skin. The locust came on the Wind. But
Hail consisted of the whole arsenal - the
Hail itself was Water, it had Fire in it,
and the Hail was accompanied by
strong Wind - hence the phrase: All My
plagues.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
19 p'sukim - 9:17-35
The threat/warning about hail con-
tinues. Never has hail like this been
seen. There is also a challenge to the
Egyptians in that G-d is allowing
servants and animals to be saved by
taking them indoors.

[P> 9:22 (14)] Moshe raises his hand

heavenward and the hail falls. It is
extremely destructive, but some plants
survive (because they were young and
pliable), as do the animals of those
Egyptians who heeded Moshe's
warning to bring them indoors. Par'o
admits that he has sinned and grants
Moshe's demands, if only the hail will
stop. When Par'o sees that the hail and
thunder have stopped, he yet again
reneges, as G-d has said he would.

Haftara 23 p'sukim
Yechezkeil 28:25-29:21
The Haftara begins with the prophecy
of redemption (as does the sedra). The
main connection to the sedra is that
the Haftara speaks of the downfall of
Egypt, albeit at a different time in
history. We also find in both the sedra
and the Haftara, the extreme
arrogance of the Par'o. But a pattern
can definitely be seen. Egypt mighty,
only to fall hard; Israel to be restored
to its glory.

The navi Yechezkel, whose words we
read this week as our haftara, lived in
Babylonia during the years preceding
and following churban bayit, the
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destruction of the First Temple, and
had the unenviable task of breaking
the horrific news of the churban to the
Jewish community in the Diaspora.
Like his older contemporary, the
prophet Yirmiyahu, Yechezkel often
speaks harshly to Israel and warns
them of the impending doom that
awaited them if they did not change
their wicked ways. And, like Yirmiyahu
as well, he also soothed and reassured
the grieving community sharing
prophecies of comfort and of consola-
tion to them.

After delivering harsh condemnations
of Israel's sins and after warning the
community of the coming Babylonian
invasion, the navi turns his attention
to the misdeeds and corruption of
Israel's neighbors. Yechezkel spends
seven prakim (25-32) condemning the
surrounding nations who so cruelly
tormented Israel over the years. The
navi berates Ammon and Moav, Edom
and Pleshet (land of the Plishtim),
Tzidon and Tzor (Phonecia). But
perhaps the harshest of all his
prophecies is saved for the last neigh-
bor, Mitzrayim/Egypt, prophecies
which detail the grave punishments
that would be meted out to them. And
it is the first part of this condemnation
that makes up our haftara, a selection
taken from the 28th and 29th chapters
of Sefer Yechezkel, and a most fitting
selection for our parsha in which seven
of the plagues that Hashem brought
upon Egypt are detailed.

Yechezkel's nevu'a criticizes the
haughty Pharaoh and his people who
failed to help Israel at the time of her
need. He predicts the invasion of the
Babylonian king, Nevuchadretzar, and

http://www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il


OU Israel Center TT 1259  F  page 16    Va'eira (m'vorchim) 5778

What you do every day matters more
than what you do every once in a while.

his army that would lay waste to the
entire land of Egypt. Not only would
this be a military conquest but it
would also lead to economic ruin for
Egypt as the land itself would be
depleted and remain desolate for a full
forty years.  

Curiously, this prophecy of destruction
- and our haftara - is introduced by
words of comfort directed to Israel,
foreseeing a time when Israel would be
gathered from the Diaspora, returned
to her land and live there securely. One
may rightfully wonder why Yechezkel
interrupts the series of prophecies
condemning Israel's neighbors, with a
nevua of comfort and encouragement
for Israel. We can suggest that this was
no "interruption" at all. Although Sefer
Mishlei reminds us not to rejoice at
the defeat of our enemies [24:17], it

was an essential part of the consol-
ation process for Israel to understand
that Hashem does not single her out
from all other nations for punishment.
G-d, the righteous judge, castigates all
evil doers and sees that they receive
their just rewards as well. Hashem may
have loftier standards for his chosen
people but He enforces His justice
upon all.

It is a lesson taught to us by the
prophets.

And a lesson whose truth we have
learned throughout our long history.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)  
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In this week's Parsha, we see Par'o
rejecting the notion of one God, perhaps
because he fancied himself as a god. Like
other powerful tyrants over the genera-
tions, he decreed anti-Semitic and increas-
ingly horrific edicts, only to rid himself of
the Jews. 

Not for nothing, the Hebrew letters of his
name can rearrange into PEI-HEI and
REISH-AYIN, PEH-RA, meaning a "Bad
Mouth". Unfortunately, at that time, there
were Jews who also suffered from that
malaise, as the Jew who sneaked on
Moshe to Par'o concerning Moshe's smiting
of the Egyptian who had hit a Hebrew man,
one of his brothers (Sh'mot 11-15).

Indeed, R. Mendy Kessen reminds us that
Bnei Yisrael brought their servitude upon
themselves because of tale-tattling and
slander, i.e., Lashon Hara, which was
rampant at that time. But, citing the
Midrash, the rabbi tells us also the good
news: Bnei Yisrael gained their Ge'ula - the
Redemption from Egypt - because they
later refrained from slander and gossip.
Maybe they learned from Moshe who was
shown the sign of Tzara'as, a form of
leprosy, after he had maligned Bnei Yisrael
(4:48).

This idea is expressed in the name of
PESACH, the Holiday of our Freedom, which
can be reshaped as PEH SACH - 'The Mouth
that Talks [of good and holy matters]'.
With that thought, let us look forward to
the Complete Ge'ula that, hopefully, will
arrive because of Lashon Tov, the positive,
brotherly communication that we share
with all our fellow Jews.

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org
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Freewill:
Use It or Lose It
In parshat Va'era we read for the first
time, not of Pharaoh hardening his
heart but of God doing so: "I will harden
Pharaoh's heart", said God to Moshe,
"and multiply My signs and wonders in
the land of Egypt" (Sh'mot 7:3). And so
indeed we find in the sixth plague, boils
(9:12), the eighth, locusts (10:1, 20), and
the tenth, the firstborn (11:10). In each
case the hardening is attributed to God.

Hence the problem that troubled the
sages and later commentators: if God
was the cause and Pharaoh merely His
passive vehicle, what was his sin? He
had no choice, therefore no responsi-
bility, therefore no culpability. The
commentators give a broad range of
answers. One: Pharaoh's loss of freewill
during the last five plagues was a
punishment for his obstinacy in the first
five, where he acted freely. Two: the
relevant verb, CHET-ZAYIN-KUF, does
not mean "to harden" but "to

strengthen". God was not taking away
Pharaoh's freewill but, to the contrary,
preserving it in the face of the
overwhelming disasters that were
hitting Egypt. Three: God is a partner in
all human action, but we only usually
attribute an act to God if it seems
inexplicable in ordinary human terms.
Pharaoh acted freely throughout, but it
was only during the last five plagues
that his behaviour was so strange that
it was attributed to God. 

Note how reluctant the commentators
were to take the text at face value -
rightly so because Freewill is one of the
fundamental beliefs of Judaism.
Maimonides explains why: If we had no
free will there would be, he says, no
point to the commands and prohibi-
tions, since we would behave as we
were predestined to, regardless of what
the law is. Nor would there be any
justice in reward or punishment since
neither the righteous nor the wrong-
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doer is free to be other than what they
are. 

So the problem is an ancient one. But it
has become much more salient in
modern times because of the sheer
accumulation of challenges to the
belief in human freedom. Marx said
history is formed by the play of
economic forces. Freud argued that we
are what we are because of uncon-
scious drives. Neo-Darwinians say that
however we rationalize our behaviour,
we do what we do because people who
behaved this way in the past survived
to hand on their genes to future
generations. Most recently, neuro-
scientists have shown, using fMRI scans,
that in some cases our brain registers a
decision up to seven seconds before we
are consciously aware of it. 

All of this is interesting and important,
but contemporary secularists usually
fail to see what the ancient sages knew:
that if we genuinely lack freewill, our
entire sense of what it is to be human
will crumble into dust. There is a glaring
contradiction at the heart of our
culture. On the one hand, secularists
believe that nothing should constrain
our freedom to choose to do whatever
we want to do, or be whatever we want
to be, so long as we do not harm
others. Their supreme value is
autonomous choice. On the other
hand, secularists tell us that human
freedom does not exist. Why then

should we invoke freedom-to-choose
as a value if it is, according to science,
an illusion?

If hard determinism is true, there is no
reason to honour liberty or create a free
society. To the contrary: we should
embrace Aldous Huxley's Brave New
World, where children are conceived
and hatched in laboratories, and adults
programmed to stay happy by a regime
of drugs and pleasure. We should
implement the scenario of Anthony
Burgess's The Clockwork Orange, in
which criminals are reformed by brain
surgery or conditioning. If freedom
does not exist, why be bothered by the
addictive nature of computer games
and social media? Why prefer genuine
reality to virtual reality? It was
Nietzsche who rightly observed that
the greater our scientific achievements,
the lower our view of the human
person. No longer the image of God, we
have become mere incarnated algo-
rithms. 

The truth is that the more we under-
stand about the human brain, the
better able we are to describe what free
action really is. At present, scientists
distinguish between the amygdala, the

http://www.jonathanpollard.org
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most primitive part of the brain,
conditioned to sensitize us to potential
danger; the limbic system, sometimes
called the "social brain", which is
responsible for much of our emotional
life; and the prefrontal cortex, which is
analytical and capable of dispassion-
ately weighing the consequences of
alternative choices. The tensions
between these three form the arena
within which personal freedom is won
or lost.

Patterns of behaviour are shaped by
neural pathways connecting different
parts of the brain, but not all of them
are good for us. So, for instance, we
might turn to drugs or binge eating or
thrill-seeking to distract us from some
of the unhappy chemicals - fears and
anxieties, for instance - that are also
part of the architecture of the brain.
The more often we do so, the more
myelin gets wrapped around the
pathway, and the more rapid and
instinctive the behaviour. So the more
often we behave in certain ways, the
harder it is to break the habit and
create a new and different pathway. To
do so requires the acquisition of new
habits, acted on consistently for an
extended period of time. Current
scientific thinking suggests that a
minimum of 66 days is needed to form
a new habit.  

So we now have a scientific way of
explaining the hardening taking place
in Pharaoh's heart. Having established a
pattern of response to the first five
plagues, he would find it progressively
more difficult at every level - neuro-
scientifically, psychologically and poli-
tically - to change. The same is true of
every bad habit and political decision.
Almost all our structures, mental and
social, tend to reinforce previous
patterns of behaviour. So our freedom
diminishes every time we fail to
exercise it.

If so, then today's parsha and contem-
porary science tell the same story: that
freedom is not a given, nor is it an
absolute. We have to work for it. We
acquire it slowly in stages, and we can
lose it, as Pharaoh lost his, and as drug
addicts, workaholics, and people
addicted to computer games lose
theirs. In one of the most famous
opening lines in all literature, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau wrote, at the begin-
ning of The Social Contract, that "Man is
born free and everywhere he is in
chains." In fact, the opposite is true. Our
early character is determined partly by
DNA - the genetic heritage of our
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parents and theirs - partly by our home
and upbringing, partly by our friends,
and partly by the surrounding culture.
We are not born free. We have to work
hard to achieve freedom.

That takes rituals, whose repeated
performance creates new neural path-
ways and new rapid-response behav-
iour. It requires a certain calibrated
distance from the surrounding culture,
if we are not to be swept away by social
fads and fashions that seem liberating
now but destructive in retrospect. It
needs a mental mindset that pauses
before any significant action and asks,
"Should I do this? May I do this? What
rules of conduct should I bring to
bear?" It involves an internalized
narrative of identity, so that we can ask
of any course of action, "Is this who I am
and what I stand for?" 

It is no accident that the elements listed
in the previous paragraph are all
prominent features of Judaism, which
turns out to be an ongoing seminar in
willpower and impulse control. Now
that we are beginning to understand
the plasticity of the brain, we know at
least a little of the neuroscience that
lies behind the ability to overcome bad
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habits and addictions. Keeping
Shabbat, for example, has the power to
liberate us and our children from
smartphone addiction and all that goes
with it. The religion whose first festival,
Pesach, celebrates collective freedom,
gives us, in its rituals, the skills we need
for personal freedom.

Freedom is less a gift than an achieve-
ment. Even a Pharaoh, the most
powerful man in the ancient world,
could lose it. Even a nation of slaves
could, with the help of God, acquire it.
Never take freedom for granted. It
needs a hundred small acts of
self-control daily, which is what
halacha, Jewish law, is all about. 

Freedom is a muscle that needs to be
exercised: use it or lose it. That is a
life-transforming idea. ;

From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

As G-d sends Moshe on his mission
to Par'o, He briefs him with:

I will harden Par'o's heart… Par'o
will not listen to you. I will put My
hand on Egypt and take… the
Israelites out of Egypt (7:3-4).

Par'o's not allowing the Israelites to
leave his territory seems to be
because G-d wouldn't let him. 

Rashi pays close attention to the
wording. In the first five plagues
"Par'o's heart hardened", on his own
accord. Par'o did have the free
choice of whether or not to release
the Children of Israel. And Par'o said
no. It was only from the sixth plague
onwards that "G-d hardened Par'o's
heart". From then on, it seems that
he could not have released the
Israelites even if he wanted to. Rashi
states the resulting suffering of the
Egyptians in the plagues was to
teach the Israelites that G-d would
punish them in a similar way should
they willfully stray from the right
path in the future. 

The S'forno understands the words
"G-d hardened Par'o's heart" differ-
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ently from Rashi. Par'o did not lose
his free choice. What G-d wanted
was real, genuine repentance. In
hardening Par'oh's heart, God gave
Par'o more strength to absorb the
suffering of the plagues. Were he to
repent, it would only be out of
sincere and true repentance and
desire to submit to G-d's will. 

Abravanel agrees with the S'forno
that G-d's hardening Par'o's heart did
not remove his free choice, but
offers another explanation. By the
sixth plague, Par'o was rationalizing
that he and his people would survive
the plagues, despite the extreme dis-
comfort at the time. For each plague
eventually did come to an end, and
then life would carry on as usual. No

http://www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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plague was permanent, none had
yet dealt the fatal blow. By the sixth
plague, Par'o reasoned that every
plague was survivable. It was at that
point that G-d had enabled him to
arrive at such reasoning. It was
through that mechanism that G-d
enabled Par'o to harden his own
heart. And his unharmed emergence
from the sixth, seventh, eight, and
ninth plagues confirmed him in his
own understanding of what was
happening.

But Par'o's way of looking at things
ignored reading the plagues for the
message they were meant to convey.
Abravanel elsewhere explains that
every one of the plagues was mida
k'neged mida; measure for measure.
Thus the Nile turning into blood was
for their abuse of that source of
water for drowning the Israelite
babies. The enslaved Israelites were
forced to make bricks from the earth,
so the earth swarmed with lice. The
Egyptians forcibly took the Israelites'
cattle and crops, so they were
punished with animal-killing pesti-
lence and crop-consuming locusts.
And so on. 

Par'o read into the plagues what
suited his agenda: that any retribu-
tion from the G-d of the Israelites
was survivable. He could carry on
exploiting the slaves to his and to his
people's continuing profit. He
ignored reading into the plagues
what did not suit his agenda: that
ultimately "G-d was taking heed of
the Israelites; G-d knew" (2:25). He
did not wish to think of the plagues
as mirrors of the treatment that he
and his people were imposing on
the suffering Israelites. 

Perhaps this is a message to people
at all ages and at all times. When
things go wrong, people need to
consider explanations that fit reality,
not just those fitting into their own
biases and agendas. n
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Why Thank the Nile?
by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

"and G-d said to Moshe, say to
Aharon, take your staff and stretch out
your hand over the waters of Egypt,
and they will become blood…"
(Sh'mot 7:19).

As G-d is about to bring the Ten
Plagues on Egypt, the Torah relates
that G-d tells Moshe to tell Aharon to
stretch out his hand over the Nile
River. Why does Moshe not strike the
Nile River himself?

Rashi explains that since the Nile
River sheltered him in his basket
when he was a baby, Moshe is not
allowed to strike the river, and instead
Aharon is given the task. This
explanation seems strange. What
difference does it make that the Nile
River once protected Moshe? Will the
river be insulted if Moshe himself
strikes it now? Since when does a
river have any feelings? And why is it
OK that Aharon hits the river?

Rav Avigdor Nebenzahl discusses this
question and says that we are
concerned about Moshe, rather than
about the Nile River's feelings. Rav
Nebenzahl explains that the Torah
teaches us about showing gratitude to
Creation as a whole. Moshe is not

showing gratitude for the sake of the
river, which has no feelings, but for
his own virtue and self-education.
Showing gratitude is a skill that needs
to be practiced every day, by demon-
strating appreciation to G-d, your
family, friends, and even to inanimate
objects.

We need a profound awareness about
the importance of showing gratitude,
because unfortunately human nature is
tainted by ingratitude. We should set
aside time to exercise this important
trait of HAKORAT HATOV.

As the great miracles and plagues of
the Exodus are about to begin, the
Torah emphasizes the need to show
gratitude and appreciation.

The First Lesson the Jewish People
had to learn, even before we left
Egypt, is to appreciate and thank G-d
for ALL of His Wonderful Creations.u
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VA'EIRA
On the Shoulders

of Giants
"They don't make them the way
they used to." We have all heard
this comment with reference to all
sorts of things, usually tools and
utensils. Despite all the techno-
logical advances from which we
benefit, we often are convinced
that certain things were of superior
quality in the old days. We believe
that the old hammer Grandpa
once used was stronger, and the
snow shovel he wielded more
effective, then the newfangled
"throwaway" junk that they pro-
duce nowadays.

We even extend this belief of
things being better back in the old
days to human beings. Today's
leaders cannot be compared to
those of old, and today's athletes
are cheap imitations of the Babe
Ruths and Ty Cobbs (and Willie
Mayses) of yesteryear.

In the Jewish tradition, there is a
concept of NITKATNU HADOROT,
"the generations get progressively
smaller". Talmudic sages are no
match for biblical heroes, and the
great rabbis of recent times cannot
compare to the rabbinical leaders
of centuries ago.

Like any other belief, this one
requires a healthy dose of skepti-
cism. Surely technological prog-
ress has provided us with tools
that are superior to those we once
used. And, whereas every genera-
tion has its outstanding heroes,
not everyone in the past was a
perfect person. Furthermore, there
are plenty of people today who
can stand up to the best of pre-
vious generations in their courage,
in their erudition, or in their piety.

In this week's Torah portion,
Va'eira, we encounter what might
be the first example in history of
the comparison of a current
personage with previous ones in
which the former comes off poorly.

Rashi shares with us, and ulti-
mately rejects, the Talmud's
version of what the opening verses
in our Parsha tell us. The Talmud
understands these verses in the
context of the concluding episodes
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of last week's Torah portion,
wherein Moshe challenged the
Almighty and asked Him why He
has "mistreated this people",
thereby questioning his very
mission. Indeed, somewhat earlier
in last week's portion, he asked
God, "What will I tell the people if
they ask me for Your name?"

With this background, the rabbis
understand the opening verses of
this week's Torah portion as
follows: God compared Moshe to
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov.
From this perspective, the patri-
archs were much more trusting in
God and demonstrated greater
faith than Moshe. They did not
question God in spite of their
frustrations. Moshe did.

"A pity that they are gone and no
longer to be found." This state-
ment, which the rabbis attribute to
the Lord, closely resembles the
opening statement of this essay,
"They don't make them like they
used to."

Personally, I have come to
appreciate the opinion of those
other commentators who defend
Moshe and who point out that
Moshe challenged God, not out of
faithlessness, but out of a pro-
found and powerful empathy for
the suffering of His people.

Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov
were individuals. At best, they
were heads of families, whereas
Moshe held the role of a leader of
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

VA'EIRA
B Why does G-D say I WILL
HARDEN PAR'O'S HEART AND I WILL
INCREASE MY SIGNS AND WONDERS
IN THE LAND OF EGYPT (7:3), and
then repeat Himself in the very next
verse saying, AND PAR'O WON'T
LISTEN TO YOU AND I WILL PUT MY
HAND UPON EGYPT (7:4)?

C Why does the Torah relate that
PAR'O SAW THAT THERE WAS RELIEF
(8:11) leading to the hardening of
his heart specifically following the
plague of frogs, but not provide that
explanation for his heart hardening
following any of the other plagues?

D Why did Pa'ro declare that G-D IS
THE RIGHTEOUS ONE (9:27) specially
following the plague of hail, and not
after any of the other plagues?

Rabbi Lipman  is an educator, author, 
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ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

a large nation. In his circum-
stances, blind faith would have
been irresponsible.

When comparing later generations
with earlier ones, we must take
into account the changed circum-
stances of those later generations.
We must judge them, not by the
standards of those who came
before them, but in their own
contexts.

In the reading that I do about the
Holocaust victims and survivors, I
often ask myself whether I could
possibly have struggled to remain
alive in the conditions of torture
and horror that they experienced,
retaining their will to live. And I am
certain that had I personally
suffered the Holocaust experience,
I would not have been able to
emerge from it with the faith
commitment of so many of the
survivors who came to these
shores with recreated families,
practicing their faith punctiliously,
and reconstructing vibrant relig-
ious institutions.

I believe that it is not that we are
innately inferior to them. Rather,
our circumstances have softened
us, whereas their circumstances
strengthened them.

mailto:ddlipman@gmail.com


"One of these things is not like the others..."
Yishmael, Levi, K'hat, Amram
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Having a Brit?
KISEI SHEL ELIYAHU

Available to borrow
from the OU Israel Center

For details, call
Marion Silman 052-240-7078

CHESED FUND
Your generous donations to our Chesed Fund
will help us help over 40 needy individuals and

families who turn to us for help.

Please make checks payable to the
"Chessed Fund" and send them to

Israel Center Chesed Fund
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

There is indeed a theme in our
tradition that sees a generation as
diminished in comparison with the
previous one; the later generation
in fact becoming "smaller".

But our tradition also encourages
us to realize that later generations
have one great advantage over
previous ones: We stand on their
shoulders. We benefit from their
precedent.

Moshe had this advantage: He
could learn from Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov and could
model his faith and leadership
capacities upon them.

From this view, Moshe's confront-
ing the Almighty in defense of his
people was simply something he
learned from Avraham, who simi-
larly confronted God in defense of
the people of Sodom.

It might be true of us that "they
don't make them the way they
used to", but that need not stop us
from asking ourselves, as our
sages did, "When will my deeds
approach the deeds of my
fathers?" For we have the deeds
of our fathers to learn from as we
build our own spiritual lives.

We stand on the shoulders of long
generations of giants. Perhaps
future generations will similarly
look up to us. 
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Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Stunning Brand New Building in Arnona, Spacious

3 rooms, 87m, 16m Mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms, 3rd
floor, handicap access with Shabbat Elevator,
Parking and Storage. 2,150,000NIS

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone building,
1.5 floors up with mirpeset and parking. 
Only 2,490,000NIS

• Baka, charming 90m 4-room garden apartment,
80m private garden, beautifully renovated, on a
quite street, live in the city with a countryside vibe,
one of a kind. 3,290,000NIS

VAV HAHIPUCH The VAV prefixed to a verb
that flips the tense of the verb from past to
future or future to past.
In Va'eira, we have the famous examples of
the former type of VAV HAHIPUCH, past to
future.

The Promises/prophecies of Redemption:
ho-TZEI-ti (I took you out) becomes v'ho-tzei-TI (and I will take you out). 

Notice the shift of the accept from
MIL-EIL (next to last syllable) to MILRA
(last syllable). This is the rule for this
VAV (there are exceptions).

Same for 
hi-TZAL-ti becomes v'hi-tzal-TI
ga-AL-ti becomes v'ga-al-TI
la-KACH-ti becomes v'la-kach-TI...
hei-VEI-ti becomes v'hei-vei-TI

Accent counts - meaning changes.
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Va'eira

HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest
Standards, Licensed, Guaranteed,

Kashering, Dati, References

CALL YONAH NOW
052-309-8891

The Royal Minders
Much of the Book of Sh'mot deals
with the encounters of the two
titans, Pharaoh and Moshe Rabeinu.

According to the rabbinic sages
(Sotah 11a) Pharaoh had a council of
minders. The three chief royal
advisers were Bil-am, Iyov and Yitro.

Without worrying too much about
the historical context, let’s ask why
each of these three was chosen.

Bil-am, as we see from his later
relationship with Balak, king of Moav,
was good at cursing. If the king was
hostile to someone, Bil-am was
brought in to pronounce a curse on
that person.

Iyov - whom we meet again in the
Biblical book named for him - was
known for counselling silence in the
face of evil: his view was “Put up and
shut up”.

Minder Number Three, Yitro, turned
his back on evil but opted out in
favour of building a new, changed
society based on more positive
principles.

All three had their limitations.

The person we don’t hear of in this
context was the Hebrew leader
Moshe. Though Moshe was not a

100% Egyptian, he was brought up in
the royal palace and was well aware
of what was going on in the
intricacies of palace administration.

So if we imagine Moshe as a fourth
counsellor, his contribution to royal
policy making would have been
unique. Neither cursing, silence or
abdication, but consulting God. In
the Moshe story, the Burning Bush
(Sh'mot 3) symbolised the support of
the Almighty.

Pharaoh had his gods but the greatest
deity in his pantheon was himself.
Moshe however had a different God,
the One who ruled over the rulers -
the Supreme King of Kings.

When earthly rulers thought they
were the greatest, Moshe knew that
the real Greatest was the one to
listen to.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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Resumes IY"H January 22nd
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Shab. Parshat Va'eira
January 13th - 3:15pm

Rabbi Sidney Goldstein

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am • see p.33
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am • see p.39
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

11:10pm
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Does Sorcery exist -
Rambam vs Egypt

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of OVADIYA

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

(until Feb 1)

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

Resumes Jan 22nd
Rabbi Zev Leff

Resumes Jan 22
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Ruth: 02 6287359;  Judy: 054-539-0410

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

8:45am - women only - see p.34
(Pre-) Rosh Chodesh Seminar

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - see p.34
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am - see p.34
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendezvous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

Watch for resumption date
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Jan 11 NO - Jan 18 YES

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Thursday the Rabbi gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.39
Jan 11 YES - Jan 18 NO -
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages in Chazal

11:30am - Jan 18
Rabbi Sam Shor

Divine Messages

12:15pm - U"di U"lWa
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

The End of the Controversy

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

8:00pm - last session
Rabbi Joel Zeff

Think Good and
it will be Good

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

7:00-9:45pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Current events in the weekly haftara

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make the shiur a reality

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

Doubt Whether you
Recited Birkat HaTorah

Question: I usually recite Birkat
HaTorah on the way to shul. This
morning, I was mentally preoccupied, and
I have reason to suspect I did not say it. I
thought of this when I came home and
asked my wife, who had not yet recited it,
to do so with me answering Amen. Did
that cover my obligation?

Answer: The gemara (B'rachot 21a)
cites the pasuk of "When I call out
Hashem's Name, give greatness to our
G-d" (KI SHEIM HASHEM EKRA...
D'varim 32:3) as the source for Birkat
HaTorah. Given the apparent Torah-
level of Birkat HaTorah, most poskim
(see Shaagat Aryeh 46) posit that
although usually in the face of a doubt
about whether one is obligated in a
b'racha, we refrain from it, we require
a Birkat HaTorah when there is doubt
(see Mishna Berura 47:1). Some promi-
nent opinions prefer not to make
Birkat HaTorah when one suspects he
might have already recited it, due to
the opinions that Birkat HaTorah is
Rabbinic (see ibid.). However, if there
is no other option, one should recite

only the second beracha ("… asher
bachar banu") (ibid.; Ishei Yisrael 6:10). 

There are usually other options. The
gemara (B'rachot 11b) says that if one
realized he did not recite Birkat
HaTorah and it is now after davening,
he is exempt because he fulfilled the
mitzva by reciting Ahava Rabba
(before Kri'at Sh'ma), which expresses
our appreciation of Torah study. It
does not mention a need for special
kavana to thereby fulfill Birkat
HaTorah. Thus, since you are after
davening, you would seem to have no
problem. However, the Yerushalmi
(cited by Tosafot, ad loc.) says that this
works only if one learned "directly
after" Ahava Rabba. Some say that
Kri'at Sh'ma, which are words of
Torah, counts for this. Others require
other words of Torah, although these
can be recited right after davening (see
Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim
47:7-8). Unless you learned something
not "davening-related" before you left,
your status depends on this unresolved
machloket. 

It is agreed that women are expected
to recite Birkat HaTorah (see
Shulchan Aruch ibid. 14). This is
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

Avraham, Yaakov, Moshe, Kalev, David, Iyov, Tzemach,
Yeshayahu, Zerubavel,  Naaman, Nevuchadnetzar

surprising considering that women are
exempt from Torah study (Rambam,
Talmud Torah 1:13) and Sephardi
women do not recite a b'racha for a
mitzva in which they are not obligated
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 589:6). The Beit
Yosef (ad loc.) and Magen Avraham
(47:14) explain that women need to
make Birkat HaTorah because there
they are required to learn how to
perform the many halachot that apply
to them and because there are Torah
passages in their davening. The GR"A
(ad loc.) posits that women are not
obligated in Birkat HaTorah, as they
lack the normal obligation to learn
Torah, but that they are still permitted
and expected to recite it anyway. The
Bi'ur Halacha (to 47:14) says that one
consequence of the various explana-
tions is whether women can enable
men to fulfill their obligation.
According to the Beit Yosef/Magen
Avraham they can because both are
obligated in Birkat HaTorah.
According to the GR"A, a woman's
voluntary b'racha cannot count for an
obligated man (see Rosh Hashana
29a). So whether your wife's b'racha
helped you once again depends on a
machloket.  

There is another reason for leniency
in your case. Your routine, which you
took part in, includes Birkat HaTorah.
Regarding someone who is not sure if
he said the right rain-related matters
in Shemoneh Esrei, we assume he
followed his norm, which depends on
how long has passed since the change

to the present version (Shulchan
Aruch, OC 114:8). This would indicate
that you did recite Birkat HaTorah.
Furthermore, the Mishna Berura
(114:38) rules that if a person's doubt
whether he made a mistake arose only
after davening is over, he can assume
he did it right. You starting doubting
yourself only after davening was over,
well after the omission would have
taken place. Therefore, you may
assume you did things right (even if
not with the greatest kavana) unless
you have a conviction to the contrary.

Putting all the indications together,
you are not required to look for
someone else to recite Birkat HaTorah
for you again and certainly should not
do it yourself.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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70 PERSPECTIVES
BUT ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

Israel in Mitzrayim
The Brit bein HaBetarim, which
foretold 400 years of galut before Israel
could inherit its land, makes no
mention of the country in which this
was to occur. It foretold only that
Avraham's children would be strangers
and then enslaved and persecuted in a
land which was not theirs. There are
some commentators who write that the
galut could easily be in Eretz Yisrael
since at that time the Jews were
strangers and subservient there. Why
then was the first galut in the land of
Egypt? The answer that was where
Ya'akov and his descendants came to
settle, would make the choice of land
merely accidental, whereas the
covenant shows that there had to be
something special and significant
religiously and spiritually.

Egypt was the most powerful country
of that time. Its empire included
sections of North Africa and the whole
Middle East till the borders of Bavel, It
was the center of knowledge in
medicine and science of that age. The
Egyptians constructed buildings and
edifices, which even today are marvels
of engineering. Historians claim it as
the source of written language. Perhaps
most important of all, they built a
widespread efficient system of canals
whereby to irrigate what would
otherwise be desert. These building

activities required masses of slaves and
a secure system for ensuring they did
not escape. Israel's exile in the most
developed and powerful country in that
world would make its deliverance and
exodus most amazing and most
miraculous. The power and might of
G-d to take a whole nation from such a
country would resound throughout the
world and throughout the ages.

There is no rainfall in Egypt yet it was
the very breadbasket of the entire
ancient world because it was well
watered by the Nile. As the river rises
so water, prosperity and wealth grow
and all men, from Pharaoh down to the
peasants watch, hope and pray that it
rises. Therefore, in Egypt no eyes were
lifted to heaven in prayer but rather
down to the Nile and its banks. In
contrast, Eretz Yisrael has no great
lakes and no great rivers; all its water
comes from rain and all its wealth
comes from above. There people look
heavenwards for prosperity and suste-
nance. So before Israel could enter
Eretz Yisrael, they had to be in a galut
where there is no connection to Heaven
and no connection with G-d (Shem
MiShmuel). The Netziv writes that the
sin of Moshe in striking the rock
instead of speaking, lay in not realizing
this connection between prayer and rain
in Eretz Yisrael. In the desert water had
to be brought through miracles but the
generation which was about to enter the
land needed to learn that there, their
prayers would suffice to bring rain. 

The world was created with 10 sayings,
there were 10 generations from Adam
to No'ach and 10 from him to Avraham
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(Avot 5:1-2). When the first 10 sinned,
each generation destroyed a tenth of
His creation till finally Hashem
destroyed that world and created a new
one. New generations, nevertheless
repeated the behavior which once again
merited destruction. However, this time
Hashem channeled all the evil down to
Egypt so that only that country had to
be destroyed. Israel's redemption from
exile there would be the vehicle for that
destruction through the 10 plagues each
of which would destroy one tenth of
the evil. 

Harav J.B. Soloveitchik writes that
Pesach comes as a memorial of two
distinct events, the exodus from Eretz
Mitzrayim and the breaking of any
spiritual or cultural connection with
Mitzrayim. The difficulty with break-

ing the connection lies in the fact that
Mitzrayim managed to integrate itself
with Israel till its culture and spiritual
outlook became almost part of them.
This is a theme repeated by many
different commentators; for example
Rambam in his Guide writes that
korbanot were instituted only because
Israel was accustomed to the Egyptians
offering sacrifices. It is a theme that is
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The things that make
me different are the
things that make me

ME
- Piglet (A.A. Milne)

Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

well-illustrated even in our own
generation. We have witnessed the
miraculous kibbutz galuyot but are yet
to see their complete integration into a
single national entity rather than a
continuation of tribes and communities.
Basically, this is a problem summed up
in a popular saying that it is easy to
take the Jew out of galut but difficult to
take the golas mentality out of the Jew. 

"The Torah describes how Hashem
drew the Israel nation MIKEREV, from
the innermost recesses of Mitzrayim.
The fetus of an impure animal is also
impure as it is so closely part of the
mother. Therefore, the word MI-
KEREV is used to describe removing a
fetus from its mother's womb or a calf
from the very inside of the cow; in both
cases the newborn one seems like an

integral part of the others body. Just as
it requires the farmer's hand to draw
out the calf, so it was necessary for the
Hand of Hashem to draw Israel, out of
the body and soul of Mitzrayim" (Shem
MiShmuel).

http://www.jerusalem-management.com
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

http://www.nachmankahana.com


JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II
More interesting Street Names
in the Holy City
HaNassi shul - 24 Ussishkin
25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

H Jan 13 at 8:00pm - Ha-Ilui Street

IT'S THIS SUNDAY NIGHT!
PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1929"

Cinema City, Jerusalem at 8:00PM

Tickets at the door 120NIS

All participants will receive DVD of film worth 100NIS

This film will show how the world affected the
Jewish comminutes of the United States,

Palestine/Israel, and Eastern Europe in the
decade of The Jazz Age, and how the Jews

affected the world. The parallels to 2017 in the
USA are truly striking.

Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54
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Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

Moshe had complained to God that
since the Lord had sent him on a
mission to the Pharaoh, the situation
of the Jewish people had not only
not improved but in fact had
worsened. Moshe's view of the
matter was that somehow the Lord
had not fulfilled the Divine part of
the bargain. This opinion was based
on Moshe's human logic and under-
standing, which, even though Moshe
was on such a high level, was still
only a human response. 

He is described later in Scripture as
being "slightly less than Divine" and
that "slightly" is the difference
between the created and the
Creator. No matter how long our life
span may be, we all realize that there
are limits. Therefore we view time
and schedules in a compressed,
immediate and demanding manner.
The one human trait that is perhaps
most common with all of us is the
lack of patience. 

When personal computers first
appeared on the market only a few
decades ago, we thought it
miraculous that in 30 seconds we
could be connected to the whole
world. Today any computer that
takes 30 seconds to reach the

Internet is absolutely obsolete,
unmarketable and assigned either to
the trash or to a computer museum. 

The governing word in human
society is "now". Only things and
ideas that are "now" are to be
treasured and respected. However,
the Lord of history is not bound by
our standards. Here Moshe is taught
a basic lesson, that God's promises
are always fulfilled but on the basis
of Divine and not human scheduling
and time.

Later, when Moshe glimpses Divinity
and is taught the 13 attributes of
God, so to speak, one of these
attributes is inordinate patience. It is
one of the supreme traits of the
Divine that we are privileged to

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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www.gabairealestate.com
ACROSS FROM FIRST STATION, pastoral and
green, lovely 150m, 3-bedroom, 2.5 bathrooms,
private entrance, breathtaking view of Har
HaBayit from a 40m terrace

GERMAN COLONY, HILDESHEIMER - Private
gated complex, large well manicured courtyard,
gorgeous penthouse of 160m on one level, 
3 spacious bedrooms, succah balconies of 35m
total, additional bldg rights for 84m interior and
92m balcony, elevator, 2 parking spots, storage

RECHAVIA - NARKIS FOR RENT Luxury apt,
underfloor heating, central a/c, elevator and
underground parking, approx. 170m with succah
balcony, incredible renovation, 4 bedrooms, 2 of
which are master en suite, can be furnished or not
Asking 18,000NIS/month

EFRAT – PITOM HAKETORET Semi attached
cottage, over 260m of abundant living space with 
6 bedrms, plenty of outside space incl. 50m succah
balcony, gorgeous view. Asking 3,580,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - New on the market! 92m, 
4 rooms including master en suite, completely
renovated, second floor, 2 balconies, well lit.
Asking 3,200,000NIS

NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir - New on the
market! New building, parking, storage, Shabbat
elevator, Sukka balcony with breath-taking view,
3 bedrooms incl. one en suite, asking $1,050,000

SAIDOFF - over 130m, 3 spacious bedrooms,
large living area, upgraded kitchen, 21st floor,
exceptional views, pool, gym, 24-hr guard, shul in
the building. Walking distance to Shaarei Chesed,
Nachlaot and the Kotel, storage and parking

SHAAREI CHESED/NACH. ACHIM – RARE
private semi-attached house of 260m, on a 260m
lot, beautifully reconstructed, 5 bedrooms, 4 full
baths, private roof, huge garden, separate
entrance for added unit, short walk to KKL St.,
Wolfson, Mahane Yehuda, etc.

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

witness. And, it is not within the
purview of our own life spans, at
least not within the serious study of
human and Jewish history. It is our
human impatience that causes our
lack of faith and belief in the fulfill-
ment of prophecy and Godly
promises. 

A famous English statesman once
stated that "the wheels of history
grind exceedingly slow but they
grind exceedingly fine." Generations
upon generations of Jews longed to
see the events that we are now
experience and even take for
granted. The State of Israel and the
strength of Torah life in our time
after one of the worst tragedies in
the history of the Jewish people, are
events that are historically breath-
taking and nothing short of mirac-
ulous. 

Yet we are impatient for more and
for quicker developments. We are
hard-pressed to take a long-term
view of life and history. But we
should take to heart the Lord's
response to Moshe that patience is a
Godly virtue meant to be emulated
by humans. History is a process and
so is Jewish history and Jewish life.
There was a famous phrase in
Yiddish that a workman should
never show a lame man a job that is
still in progress. Well, our job is still in
progress and snap judgments on its
accomplishments should be held in
abeyance. 

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers
B The Or HaChayim teaches that the
words AND PAR'O WON'T LISTEN TO
YOU in the second verse refer to Par'o
telling Moshe that he refuses to hear
from him again, which happens after
G-D has hardened Par'o's heart
through the first nine plagues (see
10:28). G-D then continues and
explains that after that declaration
from Par'o, G-D will smite Egypt with
the final plague - the death of the
firstborn - which G-D performed
Himself - MY HAND - and not via an
angel.

C The Kli Yakar explains that when
all the other plagues ended they
completely disappeared so it made
sense that Par'o immediately went
back to his old ways refusing to free
the Jews. But after the plague of frogs
there were piles of smelly frogs in the
streets of Egypt (see 8:10), so it didn't
make sense for Par'o to forget the
plague and continue to persecute the
Jews. Therefore, the Torah had to
explain why Par'o returned to this
behavior despite the remnant of the
plague. The word usually translated
as RELIEF is REVACHA which can also
mean WIDE. Pa'ro noticed the smelly
frogs but SAW THAT IT WAS WIDE -
that Egypt was a wide-open land with
lots of space, and the smell would not
have much of a negative impact. That
empowered him to harden his heart
and refuse to let the Jews go because
he was no longer suffering from the
plague.          cont. next page
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FOR RENT OLD KATAMON - Rachel Imeinu St.
beautiful penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 2 large
terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive, 9800NIS/mo
BAKA - GREAT DEAL!- New 3 rooms, elevator, succah
balcony, view, only 1,780,000NIS

RECHAVIA - Nice 2.5 rooms, 60m, stone building,
elevator, quiet, potential to make 3 rooms, quiet, good deal!
1,990,000NIS

ARNONA - Beautiful, 3 rooms, modern building, Shabbat
elevator, balcony with view, bright, storage room, parking,
exclusive, 2,190,000NIS

HEART OF OLD KATAMON - 3 rooms + separate unit,
ground fl, acess w/o stairs, exit to garden, renovated, great
investment! quiet, exclusive, 2,550,000NIS

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLECH -
Beautiful 4 rooms, 108m, in small new building, Shabbat
elevator, Succah balcony, master bedroom, bright, storage
room, parking, rare!
OLD KATAMON - great new penthouse, 5 rooms, 170m,
small modern building, Shabbat elevator, large terrace,
50m living room, 4 directions, 2 parking slots, storage
room, exclusive

Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers

cont. from previous page
D Da'at Zakainim MiBaalei HaTosfot
answer that before the plague of hail,
G-D had Moshe instruct Par'o to bring
in his flocks and other things from the
field (see 9:19) to protect them from
being hurt by the hail, and Par'o did
not heed this warning and left his
flocks and other materials out. Thus
he declared that G-D was RIGHTEOUS,
acknowledging that they were wrong
to ignore G-D's caring warning. 

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (SH'MOT) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: First of two consecutive
3-word p'sukim

In some siddurim, one can find a list of
three-word p'sukim in the Torah among
the various passages to say on Motza'ei
Shabbat. It seems that there is a
tradition based in Kabbala that reciting
those p'sukim (and a few other lists
with different characteristics) is a
segula for something. There are 14
three-word p'sukim in the Torah. One
of them is from Parshat Sh'mot -
Yissachar, Zevulun, and Binyamin. This
gives a connection to the sedra for this
FPTL TTriddle. The FPTL TTriddle is
mostly connected to the issue number
of the week's Torah Tidbits, but an
additional connection to the sedra is a
nice bonus. Among the 14 3-word
p'sukim in the Torah are two
consecutive p'sukim in Parshat M'tzora.
The first is 14:55 - ULTZARAAT HA-
BEGED V'LABAYIT. Not the most
pleasant topic, so we'll leave it untrans-
lated. Gimatriya: 6+30+90+200+70
+400 (796) + 5+2+3+4 (14) + 6+30+2
+10+400 (448) = 1258.

[2] Census takers, A's sons, G's sons,
Y's sons, original settlers,

Tz's daughters, scouts, L's sons, 
E's Alufim

Kind of an easy Ttriddle, if you know
how TTriddles work. The opening
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words of Sh'mot (the Book and the
Sedra) occur 9 other times in the Torah.
V'EILEH SH'MOT... And these are the
names...

At the beginning of Bamidbar, Moshe
(and Aharon) are commanded to take a
count of the people... AND WITH YOU,
ISH ISH LAMATEH... a man from each
sheivet. V'EILEH SH'MOT HAANASHIM...
Those are the census takers. Then, B'nei
Aharon, B'nei Gei-r'shom, B'nei
Yishmael, then (from Parshat Sh'mot),
the original (Jewish) settlers in Egypt -
Yaakov and his sons, etc. Tz'lofchad's
daughters (twice), the Meraglim (in
Sh'lach), B'nei Levi, and Eisav's Alufim. 
[3] Moshe grew, no king, P'lishtim
gathered

VAYHI BAYAMIM HAHEIM... Moshe
grew up and went out to see what was
happening with his people. The phrase
occurs only this once in Torah, and
twice in NACH - in Shoftim and Shmuel
Alef.

[4] Yaakov (twice), Moshe, David, the
whole nation

VAYIRA MOSHE... And Moshe feared
(when his killing the Egyptian was
mentioned by Datan & Aviram. We find
the word with Yaakov twice, once with
Moshe, once with David, and - in its
singular form VAYIRA CHOL HAAM, the
people feared HaShem and Shmuel. (As
VAYIR-U, it occurs many more times.)

[5] No'ach, Avraham, Rachel, and His
covenant

VAYIZKOR ELOKIM... And G-d remem-
bered... The word VAYIZKOR occurs 5
times in the Torah, four times followed
by ELOKIM. No'ach, Avraham, Rachel,

and B'RITO, His covenant. The only
other VAYIZKOR is Yosef, his dreams.

Teachings of the Maharal
Visiting the Sick and

Accompanying the Dead
Netiv Gemilut Chasadim 3:156 - Rabbi
Eliezer says that it is better to go to
a house of mourning than a house
of feasting [Bava Metzi'a 28b]. A
living person will put in his heart
awareness of death - eulogies,
burial and accompanying the dead.
All of these acts of kindness are
worthy of repayment good for good,
measure for measure. This is a
special form of kindness that cannot
be repaid by the dead recipient.
Consider that Hashem's providence
is a large, endless river of kindness
and a man's kindness is a small
tributary stream. When the small
stream fills a pit near it, the water is
replaced from the large river
immediately. Similarly, when a kind
person gives to another some of the
goodness Hashem provided to him,
Hashem repays and replaces it. The
same way he gave he is given.
Understand that this form of kind-
ness is fitting for a bigger reward.
Kindness to the dead is chesed shel
emet, true kindness.

Rabbi Yosef learned on the verse
"you shall inform them the path on
which they shall walk and the deeds
they shall do" [Sh'mot 18:20] that
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"inform" means teach a livelihood
[beit chayeihem], "the paths" means
acts of kindness, "in which" means
burial, "they will go" means visiting
the sick, "and the deed" means the
law, "that they will do" means
beyond the letter of the law [Bava
Metzi'a 30b]. How do we explain the
overlap between kindness and
visiting the sick which is a type of
kindness? Visiting sick must be
enumerated separately because of
the visit of a similarly aged visitor
who removes from the sick person
and takes on himself one-sixtieth of
the illness. Despite the small risk
the visitor performs the mitzva, an
additional kindness. What about
burial - is it not the same as
kindness? The separate mention of
burial by a zaken [scholar, elderly
person] for whom such work is not
honorable. "That they will do" refers
to beyond the letter of the law, as
Rabbi Yochanan said Jerusalem was
destroyed because they decided law
with exactitude and did not go
beyond the letter of the law. 

Thus, there are three levels of
kindness, (1) acts of kindness, (2)
visiting the sick, (3) burial. The first
is doing good for others through

kindness, the second is doing it with
risk to one's self, even reaching the
gates of death to do good to others,
which is far more than lending a pot,
and the third, burial, which is a
kindness of necessity, more
necessary than visiting the sick.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Who Owns the Embryos?
Last week we reported the interesting
case of Emma Gibson who was born
from an embryo that had been
purchased from another couple who
no longer needed it. Emma Gibson is
an unusual case since she was born
after the embryo was frozen for 25
years - but this procedure raises
serious questions about the ownership
of frozen embryos and whether they
can be sold.

In the 1990s there was a very famous
case that reached the Israeli High
Court called the Nachmani Case.
Daniel and Ruthie Nachmani were
married for a number of years and
were unable to conceive. Ruthie under-
went an operation which left her
unable to carry a pregnancy and so the
couple needed to use the services of a
gestational carrier. They produced
embryos from Ruthie’s eggs and
Daniel’s sperm and the embryos were
frozen while the couple searched for a
suitable candidate to carry their child.
In the meantime, the Nachmanis
separated and Daniel lived with
another woman and had a child with
her. But he was still married to Ruthie
who refused to accept a GET. She
turned to the hospital and requested
that they give her the embryos to use
them with a gestational carrier but

Daniel did not give his permission. The
case came to the Israeli High Court.

The High Court decided that Ruthie
could not use the embryos and this
overruled a previous court decision
that permitted her to use them. They
claimed that if a child was born, Daniel
would have been forced to become a
parent and no one can be coerced
against their will into parenthood. This
decision was challenged and the deci-
sion was again overturned by another
court that decided that Ruthie's right
to become a parent was more impor-
tant than Daniel's right not to want to
become a parent with these embryos.

Daniel appealed this decision claiming
that it was in contradiction to their
prenuptial agreement. At this point
the court suggested that the couple
seek arbitration and the couple were
able to reach a divorce agreement. The
agreement included Ruthie's right to
use the embryos and released Daniel
from any financial responsibility for
any future children born from the
embryos. As a result of this case, the
law was determined that embryos
cannot be used without the consent of
both sides.

What does the halacha have to say in
this case? How can we define who
owns the embryos?

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

http://www.puahonline.org
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Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the globe. 
Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host communities through a
network of Religious Zionist Kollels. These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's weekly publication,
Shabbat MiTzion

Shortness of Breath and Hard Work by Rabbi Dror Brama

In a series of emotional verses at the
beginning of this week’s portion,
Moshe brings news of the coming
redemption to the downtrodden and
oppressed Jewish nation. He promises
an end to their sorrows and the
fulfillment of the covenant with the
patriarchs. This consolation ends with
the following verses:

And I will take you to be My people,
and I will be your God. And you shall
know that I, the Lord, am your God
who freed you from the labors of the
Egyptians. I will bring you into the
land which I swore to give to
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and I
will give it to you for a possession; I
am the Lord (Sh'mot 6:7-8).

This prophecy is given to the Jewish
people after Moshe proves that God
sent him with signs and wonders, i.e.,
the miracles with his staff and hand.
Following these wonders the people
believe in him and bow to God.

Imagine a nation of beleaguered and
despised slaves. They are engaged in
back-breaking labor, with the constant
awareness of the crack of the whip.
Their children are thrown into the Nile
the moment they are born. Finally, the
promised redemption arrives. They see
the light at the end of the tunnel; God
has answered their prayers.

We would expect expressions of happi-
ness, sighs of relief, and maybe a few

tears as they stand on the threshhold of
new lives. To our great surprise, their
reaction is totally different:

But when Moshe told this to the
Israelites, they would not listen to
Moshe, because of shortness of
breath and hard labor (6:9).

The words of Moshe pass right over the
heads of the miserable slaves. There are
neither celebrations nor tears. Moshe
speaks, but no one hears. Shortness of
breath (kotzer ru’ach) and hard labor
(avoda kasha) lead to the daily struggle
for survival, to the lowering of eyes to
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Foot Pain?
Why Suffer?

Expert, Compassionate
Foot Care at Your Home
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American Podiatrist/

Residency Trained

Geriatric/ Adult/ Pediatric Foot Care

053-427-6363
Arthurmsamuels@gmail.com

the next bale of hay and mud that
needs to be gathered, to the attempt to
avoid the whistle of the whip as it
cracks over them. The ear is not open to
hear grand designs and distant hopes.

Yet our minds are still not at ease. Even
the most wretched prisoner, when
informed of his release, will lift his head
a bit and try to remember the forgotten
taste of freedom; he will allow his new
status to percolate into his conscious-
ness. Why, then, don’t they listen to
Moshe? Is it possible that among all the
Jews, no trace of the ancestral promise
remains? Has the nation reached a
stage of such absolute despair that
even when the redemption arrives they
ignore it?

Our Sages raise this question in the
Mechilta, and in light of it they suggest
a new interpretation of the phrase
kotzer ru’ach.

Rabbi Yehuda ben Beteira cites the
verse, “They would not listen to Moshe
because of shortness of breath, etc.”

Does it really happen that a person gets
good news and is not happy?! You give
birth to a son, or your master frees you
from slavery, and you are not happy?!

So why does it say they did not listen to
Moshe? Because they find it difficult to
separate themselves from idol worship,
as it is written (Yechezkeil 20:7), “Cast
away, every one of you, the detestable
things that you are drawn to, and do
not defile yourselves with the fetishes
of Egypt”, and it continues (v.8), “But
they defied Me and refused to listen to
Me” (Mechilta D’Rabbi Yishma’el, Bo, 5).

Kotzer ru’ach does not mean shortness
of breath, but rather deficiency of spirit.
The Egyptians embitter the Jews’ lives
not only with mortar and bricks, but
also with an extended exposure to
Egyptian culture while in a position of
inferiority and degradation. The
Egyptians succeed in enslaving not
only their bodies but their spirits as
well. After this difficult exile, Moshe
arrives with news of redemption, but
this redemption includes a total aban-
donment of Egypt and its culture. It is
emancipation from work (avoda), but
also renunciation of idol worship
(avoda zara).

“They would not listen to Moshe”,
according to this approach, is to be
understood not as a lack of concen-
tration and attention, but rather as a

mailto:Arthurmsamuels@gmail.com
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dikea ip` dl` lr FOR THESE I WEEP

Announcing an Inspirational
Jewish Experience to Poland
with Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

TUE-MON, July 3-9, '18
7 full touring days; 6 hotel nights

Visit: Warsaw, Tarnow, Lublin,
Majdanek, Auschwitz, Plashow,

Kazimierz, Lezajsk, Lancut, Lodz,
and more… and

A meaningful Shabbat in Krakow

For more information,
050-77-33-11-7

aaron.adler50@gmail.com
All inclusive price (incl. El Al flight)

$1950

Rosh Chodeshes mentioned in the Torah:
R"Ch Nissan is the day the Mishkan was
assembled. R"Ch Iyar was the beginning of the
census reported in Parshat Bamidbar. R"Ch Av is
the yahrzeit of Aharon HaKohen. R"Ch Tishrei is
Rosh HaShana. R"Ch of the 10th month is
mentioned in Parshat No'ach as when the tips of
the mountains became visible as the
flood-waters receded. This can mean Tevet or
Tamuz - different opinions. R"Ch Sh'vat is when
Moshe began his final review, words, and
blessings to the People (alll of D'varim).

lack of desire to listen and internalize
the message. Our Sages use the verse
in Yechezkeil to prove that the process
of separating the Jews from the
Egyptian culture is difficult and they do
not undertake it willingly. It is not just
Pharaoh who needs plagues in order to
recognize the superiority of God and
the necessity of obeying Him. The Ten
Commandments, which attest to our
direct encounter with the word of God,
also begin with the words, “I am the
Lord your God who took you out of
Egypt.”

The Egyptian redemption is the model
and pattern for all future redemptions.
We learn an imporant lesson from it.
We need to be aware that exile has a
spiritual impact. This is particularly
important when the redemption is
approaching and the footsteps of
freedom can already be heard, yet
sorrows are also gathering force. This is
when deficiency of spirit makes its
presence known. The following factors -
the daily struggle for survival and for
personal and national security, using
mortar and bricks; the feeling of
inferiority and self-abnegation towards

the non-Jews among whom we are
exiled; the fear of the transition to true
independence; the small-mindedness
and deficiency of spirit; the quest for
instant peace and tranquility; the
prevention of the next terror attack; the
next election - all combine to lead
people to cling to a life of misery
among the mud puddles of Egyptian
culture instead of rising to indepen-
dence and responsibility.

The generation which refuses redemp-
tion continues to be trapped by this
pattern, as expressed in their desire to
return to Egypt and in the sin of the
spies. So they die on the way to the
Land, in the desert.

May we merit to truly listen to this
week’s portion and take its lesson to
heart. 

mailto:aaron.adler50@gmail.com
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Refu'ah Sh'leima and Speedy Recovery
Madalyn Schaeffer

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

Rav Shmuel Mohaliver zt"l, one of the
founders of the Chibat Tzion Movement,
was once asked why the Jewish People
needed a dual-headed model of leader-
ship in the guise of Moshe and Aharon?
Would not a centralized leadership be in
the best position to produce the neces-
sary results?

R. Mohaliver responded by saying that
we would be mistaken to view this model
of leadership as one adopted by dint of
circumstance. It is true that Moshe
Rabeinu was K'VAD PEH UCH-VAD
LASHON, and therefore needed Aharon
to help him communicate his message,
yet, this is surely not the full story. After
all, R. Mohaliver noted, our future Geula
will also be carried out by two distinct
leaders - Mashiach Ben Yosef and
Mashiach Ben David - whose joint
efforts will bring about the final redemp-
tion. 

We can bolster this claim by noticing
how the Torah chooses to refer to these
two great leaders in this week's Parsha:.
In Sh'mot 6:26 we read: "This is Aharon
and Moshe to whom Hashem said "Take
the children of Israel out of Egypt..." and
then in the very next verse we are told,
"These are the ones who spoke to
Par'oh… this is Moshe and Aharon." It is
immediately apparent that in each verse
a different one is given precedence.
Assuming that this precedence denotes
and reflects both seniority and relative
importance we are left wondering: Are
they "Aharon and Moshe" or "Moshe and
Aharon"?

As Rashi emphatically writes, both of
these options are incorrect: Moshe and
Aharon were true and full equals.
Neither one was above the other. (Bear
in mind that Moshe represented truth
(emet) and righteousness (tzedek), while
Aharon was known for kindness and
peace (Tehilim85:1).

Upon hearing R. Mohaliver's reply, his
questioner countered that although he
could accept that the choice of two
leaders was indeed an intentional one,
this still does not explain why both
Manhigim, leaders, were needed. After
pondering this for a short while, Rav
Mohliver responded that two leaders
were necessary since they were required
to accomplish two distinct goals: Their
first objective was that of physically
leading the Jews out of Egypt, while the
second mission - no less important, and
no less complicated, than the first - was
the spiritual and educational challenge of
getting Egypt out of the Jews. 

This dual mission is relevant to the
present day as well: Convincing all the
Jews to leave their present countries and
come home is a major problem. Yet,
once they have arrived , the task is not
complete. One must reenact the Sinai
covenant and reconnect to our spiritual
heritage. 

This brings to mind an interesting
comment made by the Netziv in his
Ha'emek Davar. The Netziv suggests that
at the time of Yetzi'at Mitzrayim some
Jews may have looked askance at Moshe
seeing as he had not been brought up
amongst the Jewish People. Moshe had
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been raised in the Egyptian court, had
received their education, and as such was
fluent in their tongue. Not so Aharon
who was beloved by all for his acts of
loving kindness. 

The reason the Torah lists Aharon first in
the pasuk dealing with taking the
children of Israel out of Egypt, is that
Aharon was viewed by the People of
Israel as the more important of the two
brothers. In the next verse, which deals
with the mission to Par'o, it is Moshe
who takes precedence - he who had been
brought up in the king's palace, and was
intimately aware of their language and
protocol, had always seemed in Par'o's
eyes to be the senior figure amongst the
brothers.

Which one of the brothers would we
expect to find spearheading the spiritual
and educational campaign needed to
remove "Egypt from the Jews"?
Surprisingly, while Moshe and Aharon
appear in Parshat Va'eira as equals, it is
Moshe who will stand alone with the
Divine for forty days and forty nights at
the top of Har Sinai. Although he was an
ex-Egyptian prince and son-in-law to a
Midianite priest, Moshe maximized his
potential eventually becoming the Navi
par excellence, and epitomizing the
height of Avodat Hashem for posterity. 

The Jew with the weakest, the most
foreign, background has the potential of
reaching the highest pinnacle of
spirituality. This was brought out in the
biography of Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel
zt"l. He was  known to have  grown up
as a "typical American kid" playing
sports in Chicago. At age 17 he came to
the Mir Yeshiva and never left. He
eventually became Rosh Yeshiva of the

largest Yeshiva in the world, the largest
in Jewish history.

Before coming on Aliya serious thought
must be given to the choice of
community and educational institution
best suited for one's family. For example,
American kids come to Israel with a lot
of cultural baggage. A Chareidi Rosh
Yeshiva described how some things
accepted in American Jewish society
may be frowned upon by their Israeli
counterparts: If a yeshivish bachur
follows professional sports in America,
for example, he is not looked at as doing
anything wrong. Here, he may get kicked
out of yeshiva. The experience of being
seen as different, second class, can lead
to low self-esteem, and disenchantment
with the system in general. Nevertheless,
options are available to insure a true
successful Aliya. Potential Olim spend
time deciding what appliances , creature
comforts to bring with them. They would
do well to spend time deciding which
neighborhood and which educational
establishment suits their lifestyle or the
lifestyle they want to adopt. 

With a clear open mind and a willing
heart, Aliyah can be a wonderful experi-
ence bringing a positive future for all.

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

Change in timing for the videos is because of scheduling difficulties • Video
programs will take place in the MAIN HALL, at 2:00pm (unless otherwise stated)

MON Jan 15th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 2 hrs - English & Eng. subtitles
Stalag 17 - First time showing - A comedy. A mystery. War movie.
Drama. The movie is all the above. Most of all, it is a film classic.
Dramatic and gripping yet hilarious story of Americans in German
POW camp. The barracks has a spy leaking information to camp
commandant. Who is it? The search for the leaker is an award-
winning, very special film!

TUE Jan 16th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1 hr plus discussion
Single Jewish Male - First time showing - The shidduch process
- An intense look at shidduchim by four Orthodox men who share
their experiences and challenges in shidduchim. Addresses the
issues: What’s wrong with the shidduch world, the pain of being
single and much more. Film has been screened in numerous venues
with highly positive response. BONUS: The filmmaker and possibly
one or more of the men in the film will be present to discuss it.

WED Jan 17th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 2¼ hrs - English & Eng.subtitles
The Counterfeit Traitor - True story of American business-
man living in Sweden during war; wants to remain neutral in order
to do business with German businesses. Blackmailed by British
agents into becoming a spy. After seeing Nazi war crimes firsthand,
he becomes a true believer. Powerful, brilliant but little known film
- one of our favorites. Many unforgettable scenes including Jews
attempting to reach safety in neutral Sweden. A gem of a movie.

THU Jan 18th - 12:30pm • LIBRARY Rabbi Zev Leff -
Torah Learning and the Accounting After Death



THU, January 18th • 8:00pm

Islam Today: Would
Even the Rambam 
Agree that it is
Avoda Zara?
Torah source sheets provided

Menachem Gottlieb
Admission 20NIS
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Gemach - Free Loan Society
The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association

providing interest-free loans for people in
financial distress (living in the J'lem area)

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID
Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

SHIUR SPONSORS
Mrs. Borow's shiur (Mon Jan 8)
sponsored by Harriet Stavsky

in Loving Memory of her Mother
Rivka bat Avraham a"h on her yahrzeit

The Shiurim on Sunday, January 14th
sponsored in loving memory of our

Father l"f l`eny xi`n x"a ikcxn miig 'x
by Marcia Tekuzener, Shelly Budow and
Simi Teigman on his yahrzeit, 28 Tevet

Mrs. Borow's shiur (Mon Jan 15)
sponsored by Dov & Elayne Greenstone

in memory our Dear Father
Harold Andelman

Henoch Yaakov ben Yitzchak Izik HaLevi
and Chaya Andelman melyd mdilr

Yahrzeit - 2 Sh'vat

Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur
sponsored by Mel & Pessy Krausz David

Please join us at the OU Israel Center in wishing Mel
a refuah shleima: Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

Love Yourself, Heal Your Life!
sponsored by Zeesi Smulowitz & Bryna

Franklin in Loving memory of their Dear
Friend, Joan Hillel a"h, who loved life

and was always a positive thinker

To sponsor a shiur, call Chana (02) 560-9128

p

Root and Branch Association, Ltd. and the OU Israel Center
Thursday, January 18th, 7:30pm

Mr. Shai Jaskoll
Vice President of Development, United Hatzalah • israelrescue.org

Program Chair: Dr. Les Glassman
MC: Mr. Lowell Joseph Gallin

Regular Israel Center Fees • Info: 054-200-1268

Lectures may be seen on:
www.youtube.com/user/RootandBranchAssnLtd
www.youtube.com/channel/UCYZwvUdrBCe2cs67jcXH62w

UPCOMING
Monday, February 12th • 8:00pm

Preparing for Freedom:
Rav Ahron Soloveichik's lessons

from the Four Parshiyot
by

Dr. David Luchins

http://www.youtube.com/user/RootandBranchAssnLtd
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYZwvUdrBCe2cs67jcXH62w
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HEBREW
Eliezer ben Yehuda's birthday is the
21st of Tevet. For that reason this
week is designated the week of the
Hebrew Language.

If you go to the Kanyon be sure to
notice the big signs in Hebrew with
word games, tongue twisters and
other language trivia. These
gimmicks are not to make someone
money - but to endear the Hebrew
language to all of us. Instead of
saying "hi" or "bye" in Hebrew, words
borrowed from other languages we
should say "Shalom" a very nice
Hebrew equivalent.

That's easy for me to say - I write a
column in English - not in Hebrew.
(Even the Torah verses aren't in
Hebrew letters.) 

What is the connection with this
weeks Torah portion. 

The Rabbi's teach that the - the
zechut that allowed the Jews to be
redeemed although they were on a
low spiritual level similar to the
Egyptians was "LO SHINU SH'MAM,
L'SHONAM, UMALBUSHAM" they
didn't change their name (they had
Hebrew/Jewish ones) their language
(Hebrew) and their clothing. 

This is the week to make an effort to
talk more Hebrew, listen to a shiur in
Hebrew. I'm all for speaking English
(my job in the family is to remind my
married children to speak English to
each other and to the grandchildren
so they will "have the same
opportunities as you did.") "English,
English English" is heard constantly
from my mouth. And yes I believe
that one should know as many
languages as possible - Mordechai,
as all members of the Sanhedrin,
understood 70. But we must know
Hebrew just as well, if not better than
the others. We must feel comfortable
with it - how else can we truly
express ourselves in our Hebrew
prayers. 

This week is an opportunity to work
on this area. zixar wx xaclN

Ed. note: As of publication deadline, we
have not received a recipe from Rakel
for this column. So we started thinking
of an appropriate recipe for us to
attach to the D'var Torah. Seven of the
ten plagues are in Va'eira, so that's
where we started thinking. BLOOD?
No, big big prohibition. Frogs legs? No.
Lice? Not a kosher insect. Only some
locust would qualify - but ARBEH is in
next week's sdra. Wild animals? None
are kosher. Dever made the kosher
animals of the Egyptians sick, which
would probably render them Treifot.
Boils? - we did a pun with that in the
ParshaPix already. See there. BARAD,
hail. Only possibility. Barad is what we
call the snow cones, slushy icy drinks
with loads of sugar and food coloring.
So, no recipe this week. YET...
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7 of the 10 images from the Davka
Judaica graphic of the 10 plagues (the
final three plagues are in Parshat Bo) S
the MATEH, Moshe's Staff. It is burping
because IT (not the TANIN it had
changed into) ate the staffs of the
wizards S Sword for Z'RO'A N'TUYA,
the "outstretched arm" with which we
were to be taken out of Egypt S Shovel
used by the Egyptians to dig for water -
the only way for an Egyptian to get a
drink during the plague of Blood S The
oven is what some frogs went into,
producing a Kiddush HaShem and a
lesson to us that G-d is still in charge of
nature - He renews, every day, the acts
of Creation S Four cups of wine for the
Four Terms of Redemption S SSSJ -
Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry,
slogan: Let My People Go S Pictorial
representation of Par'o's heart
strengthening S Emblem of the
Hogwarts School. Par'o's wizards might

have been dropouts from Hogwarts
since they were not able to cope with
the plague of KINIM (lice) S Standing
wheat and the broken barley in the
aftermath of Hail S Crocs, for crocodile,
as in the staff-turned-to-TANIN S

compass needle points "to north", in
Hebrew: EL TZAFON S C is the symbol
for carbon, the main (only?) ingredient
in the furnace soot that Moshe and
Aharon used to bring about the plague
of SH'CHIN S Flag of Vietnam. The key
makes it KINAM (key-Nam), a.k.a. KINIM,
plague #3 S Elazar b. Aharon HaKohein
married one of the daughters of
PUTI'EL; they had Pinchas. Elazar's wife
was BAT-POOH-T-L S Sports teams'
logos for AROV. Detroit Tigers
(baseball), Cincinnati Bengals (football),
Memphis Grizzlies (basketball). Grizzlies
logo is most appropriate symbol for a
plague in Egypt because Memphis was
the name of an ancient capital of lower
Egypt S Pic of snow cones - in Hebrew,
BARAD, plague #7, with the fire in it S
Lentils, arrow pointing to a single lentil,
ADASH, from Rabbi Yehuda's "code" S
Uzi and a bottle and glass of ale,
combining to UZIEL S The frog who
thinks that 2+2=5 is a DUMB
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Last session of the series: Tuesday, January 16th • 8:00pm

You are welcome even if you haven't been to the earlier sessions

R"Ch Sh'vat, this year, is on a WED.
This occurs 18% of the time.

Other possibilities in our fixed
calendar for R"Ch Sh'vat are 

MON (28%), 
TUE (less than 4%), 
THU (20%), and 

Shabbat - the most common day of
the week for R"Ch Sh'vat - and for TU
BiSHVAT (30%). 
Five days of the week are possible;
two are not - FRI and SUN.

TZ'FARDEI'A (old joke) S Letter E
formed with a date palm and 3 dates is
an ITAMAR S Me'arat HaMachpeila in
Chevron, for son of K'hat S RAMZOR,
traffic light, with green for GO followed
by a tooth, in Hebrew, SHEN,
combining to GOSHEN S Livni for the
son of Gei-r'shom S PAR (bull) + O (in
sign language) S Hoover Dam is for
blood (DAM) S Scorpion was one of
the wild animal mix of AROV (based on
Rashi) S LEVII, which looks like LEVI
with an extra I - which could easily be a
typo (except we never have typos in
TT), is really L E and Roman numerals
for 7 - read it as: ELISHEVA, wife of
Aharon HaKohen S Hagar the Horrible,
comic strip character, is a spell-alike to
HAGAR, mother of Yishmael. Gimatriya
of Hagar is 208, just like Va'eira S 100°C

and 212°F are the temperatures at
which water BOILS, as in the plague of
SH'CHIN. Boils, get it? S And don't
forget the MazalPic - separate prize of
CDs for the first correct solver.
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by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Who Brings
You Forth

Adapted from Olat Re’iyah vol. II, p. 286

HaMotzi
Most blessings recited over food refer
to God as the Creator. Thus we say:
BOREI P'RI HA-EITZ (“Creator of fruits of
the tree”), BOREI P'RI HAADAMA
(“Creator of fruits of the ground”),
BOREI P'RI HAGAFEN (“Creator of fruits
of the vine”), and so on.

The blessing for bread, however, does
not fit this pattern. Before eating bread,
we say HaMotzi - HAMOTZI LECHEM
MIN HAARETZ - “Who brings forth
bread from the earth.”

Why do we not acknowledge God as
the Creator of bread, as we do with
other blessings?

The wording of this blessing appears to
quote God’s announcement to Moshe:

“You will know that I am the Eternal
your God, Who brings you forth
(HaMotzi) from under the subjugation
of the Egyptians.” (Sh'mot 6:7)

Is there some connection between
bread and the Exodus from Egypt?

The Special Function of Bread

The earth contains a wide variety of
nutrients and elements. Through
various processes, these elements are
formed into foods suitable for human
consumption. With regard to foods that
are not essential for human life, we
cannot say that these elements attain
their ultimate purpose when they are
transformed into food. They fulfilled
certain functions while still in the
ground. We cannot positively state that
now, as a fruit or vegetable, they are
more important for the functioning of
the world.

Bread, on the other hand, is the staff of
life. Bread is necessary for our physical
and mental development. “A child does
not known how to call ‘Father’ and
‘Mother’ until eating grain” (B'rachot
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At the end of  the game, the pawns and kings go back into the same box

40b). Due to its importance in
sustaining life, bread differs from other
foods. The elements used to make
bread have attained a significant role
which they lacked while they were still
buried inside the earth.

The words of HaMotzi blessing - “Who
brings forth bread from the earth” -
reflect this aspect of bread. The act of
“bringing out” draws our attention to
two stages: the elements’ preliminary
state in the ground, and their final state
as bread, suitable for supporting
humanity. Other blessings focus on the
original creation of fruits and vege-
tables. HaMotzi, on the other hand,
stresses the value these elements have
acquired by leaving the earth and
becoming life-sustaining bread.

What does this have to do with the
Exodus from Egypt?

The elements which are used to make
bread started as part of the overall
environment (the earth), and were then
separated for their special function. So
too, the Jewish people started out as
part of humanity. Their unique
character and holiness were revealed
when God took them out of Egypt. “I
am the Eternal your God, Who brings
you forth from under the subjugation
of the Egyptians.”

Like the blessing over bread, God’s
declaration emphasizes two contrast-
ing qualities: the connection of the
Jewish people to the rest of the world;
and their separation from it, for the
sake of their special mission. 

Guest article
by Rabbi David Walk

WHO KNOWS?
What do we really know? That's not
such an easy question to answer.
Even when people are confronted
with irrefutable facts, they often
continue to persist in their erroneous
assertions. I could obviously use the
American president to prove my
point. His electoral victory was not
historically huge, and this was not
the largest tax cut in US history
(eighth place). As Daniel Patrick
Moynahan famously said, 'You have
a right to your opinion, but not your
own facts.' There are 'facts' which are
verifiably wrong which everybody
continues to accept and promulgate;
Napoleon was not short (at 168 cm,
he was slightly over average for
Frenchmen at the time, that's 5 foot
6 inches for stubborn Americans),
the Great Wall of China can't be seen
from space, (Ed. note: Actually, I beg to
differ - The Great Wall can be seen from space,
but many other man-made things can also be
seen.) and water flushed in Australia
does not rotate the other way.
People tend to filter information to
only accept the data which
reinforces preconceived notions,
'confirmation bias'. People prefer
reassuring falsehoods over incon-
venient truths. That reality was not
only true of the Jews in Egypt (and,
later, everywhere else), but even of
Moshe Rabeinu. As we shall see.
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The first half of this week's Torah
reading is the answer to the
questions Moshe asked at the end of
last week's parsha. Moshe and
Aharon had just returned from their
first encounter with Par'o, and it
went badly. Their signs and
instructions from God were mocked,
and the burdens upon the Jews were
increased, because they now had to
supply their own straw for their brick
production. In exasperation, Moshe
turns to God and kvetches: O Lord!
Why have You harmed this people?
Why have You sent me? Since I have
come to Par'o to speak in Your name,
he has harmed this people, and You
have not saved Your people (Sh'mot
5:22-23). There are really two ques-
tions which must be addressed: Why
have You made things worse? and
Why have You sent me? God deals
with them in order.

Our parsha begins with God describ-
ing the evolving relationship
between the Jews and our Parent in
heaven. Initially, our ancestors knew
God as Elokim or Keil Shakai. These

names denote power and control of
nature. They designate God as the
replacement for the false gods of
idolatry who were seen as the
purveyors of natural phenomena.
However, the Tetragrammaton or
four-letter name of God was not
'known' to them. But they did know
that name. It is in many verses in
B'reishit. That's why the Hebrew
word I translated as 'known' is
NODATI, which really means 'did not
make known'. God didn't reveal that
aspect of Divine reality described by
that name. And what is that aspect?
Eternity. This name is really a form of
the verb 'to be', in the future tense. It
describes our God as the being who
is always there, and, therefore, is the
God of permanent relationships.
Elokim made many promise to the
Patriarchs; the Eternal will fulfill
them.

And the Jews didn't listen (6:9). No
surprise there. They couldn't handle
that new data for two reasons. One
was their physical exhaustion (avoda
kasha). The other was confirmation
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bias. They couldn't assimilate this
new reality which requires patience,
because their previous experiences
and preconceived ideas about God
didn't extend to that new inform-
ation. They were used to a God of
action, not evolving relationships.
That's what the verse called kotzer
ru'ach, shortness of spirit. Their
previous attitudes didn't contain
that option of a God who would
always be there and accompany the
Jewish nation, wherever and
whenever they may be.

What about that second question:
Why have You sent me? The
emphasis is on the 'me'. This goes
back to the discussion at the Burning
Bush Encounter Center. Like many
prophets, Moshe didn't want the job.
The second half of chapter 6 is the
genealogy of Moshe and Aharon.
The listing starts with the children of
Ya'akov and continues until we get
to Levi, and then follows the lineage
to Amram and Yocheved, the
parents of the new leadership.
There's a short continuation of
Aharon's progeny, because they,
unlike Moshe's kids, would have a
permanent role in the Jewish nation.
What does this inform us of?
Actually, a lot. First of all, Moshe is
probably the first ancient hero who
descends from humans and is not a
demiurge. But there's more.

According to the Midrash, the
descendants of Levi play a significant
role during the time of bondage.

There's speculation that they didn't
work and served as spiritual guides.
Where does this come from? I think
this assertion is based on the
blessings of Ya'akov back in Vaychi.
there Ya'akov basically curses
Shimon and Levi, and warns them
that they will lose their tribal
integrity (B'reishit 49:7-8). For
Shimon that meant being absorbed
by Yehuda and basically disappear-
ing. For Levi that meant serving the
other tribes by becoming the
kohanim and leviyim spread
throughout the country to act as
spiritual guides for the nation. When
being warned of disappearance,
Shimon ignores the threat; Levi takes
it to heart. 

We can't confirm the Midrash about
the Leviyim during slavery in the
text, but we know that Amram and
Yocheved continued to have
children (Moshe) even when the
Egyptians threatened death to all
male babies. Levi and his offspring
sublimated personal predilections
for national goals. Levi fought
confirmation bias to become a
national asset for religious devotion.
He heeded the warning and, now,
God is informing Moshe that he's the
man for the job, because he has that
background. His parents taught him
that faith in God and Jewish destiny
can overcome preconceived notions
and previous experience.

The beginning of this week's parsha



TORAH from
GOLD:JERUSALEM

from Rabbi Gold's website
www.rabbisholomgold.com
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Levi, Yehuda, Yissachar, Naftai, Gad, Asher, Yosef

teaches us the dangers of confirma-
tion bias, and the amazing oppor-
tunities and rewards available to
those who can shed the past to forge
the future, based on God's promises
for Jewish destiny. It's sadly easy to
be skeptical and cynical about our
role in our nation's future, but that's
a dangerous path. Don't let avoda
kasha (distractions) and kotzer ru'ach
(preconceived notions) stop you
from joining the historic march of
our people. 

ALIYA
Finally - aliyah must become a top item
on the agenda of the American Jewish
Orthodox community. The great Amora,
Reish Lakish cried out in pain and
anguish “I swear I hate you (Rashi:
Babylonians who did not go up to Eretz

Yisrael in the days of Ezra) for would
you have come up more in the days of
Ezra the Divine Presence would have
descended upon the Temple and it
would not have been destroyed” [Yoma
9b]. Reish Lakish is saying this some
700 or more years after Ezra and yet
one can sense the resentment and
anger. An historic opportunity of such
proportions and such magnitude was
allowed to pass without being seized
passionately and embraced.

The Talmud in B'rachot says “Would
Jews have ascended in the days of Ezra,
G-d would have done for them miracles
as in the days of Joshua.” How tragic! -
What could have been!

Since the Talmud speculated on what
could have been it behooves us as well to
investigate the great opportunities that
can still be taken advantage of. The
ending this time must be a happy one.

So let’s speculate. Would another
100,000 olim from the United States
settle in Yehuda and Shomron, the very
heartland of Biblical Eretz Yisrael, we
would not be in our present precarious
situation. Facts on the ground would
speak more eloquently than any political

http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
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pronouncements.

Relinquishing land would not even be a
matter for consideration. Would
another 100,000 religious Jews come
here with all the economic, cultural, and
social power at their disposal, we would
not have to suffer the incessant attacks
of the reform movement who, with new
found aggression and militant hostility,
demand recognition. They expect us to
tolerate, cooperate and collaborate with
their destruction of Judaism. Their
abject failure is apparent to all.

Would another 100,000 religious Jews
vote in our elections they would make
the religious bloc even more formidable
than it is now. It would become
self-evident that no government will
ever be formed without the active
participation of the Orthodox
community. Political power speaks
loudest here. The impact of that
electoral strength would go a long way
towards silencing the voices of
self-hatred that back anti-Semitic
pejoratives. (Calling a religious minister
“dirty Jew”.) Woe to ears who hear such
terrible pronouncements.

Would another 100,000 Jews with the
education and temperament of Ameri-
can upbringing join our ranks we would
be better equipped to silence a so-called
cultural, artistic and political left who
mock and deride all that is holy to us; a
left that collaborates with our enemies

in the struggle for Eretz Yisrael.

Would another 100,000 Jews realize
that while to the best of my recollection
there is no Mitzva to live in America - it
is a Mitzva to live in Eretz Yisrael. 

We made a tragic mistake in the days of
Ezra; and we made a genuine error by
not joining the ranks of those who
began to build this country in the early
part of this century. We in fact
abandoned Eretz Yisrael to secular
Zionists.

It is not yet too late to rectify that
serious error in judgment. We can
become a major influence on the state,
stature, and complexion of this country
for centuries to come.

Israel is no longer some third world
backward country. It is prosperous,
economically strong, offering a wide
variety of professional and business
opportunities. Educational institutions
of the highest caliber dot the country.
The difficulties that caused people to
hesitate about making aliyah no longer
exist. The days of needing something
(tuna, mayonnaise, etc.) from the States
are over. That is not to say that it is
easy. All change is powerful, agonizing
and emotionally taxing - but it’s worth
it.

Maybe one of you will be the man,
woman or child that will change the
course of Jewish history. 

mailto:pninathalev@gmail.com
http://www.pninathalev.com
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