
 

ויאמרו נקרא לנער ונשאלה את פיה ויקראו 

לרבקה ויאמרו אליה התלכי עם האיש הזה 

נח( -)כד:נז  ותאמר אלך  

And they said, “Let us call the girl and ask her 

decision”. They called Rivka and said to her, “Will you 

go with this man?” And she said, “I will go.” (24:57-58) 

The Rashbam explains that this was another ploy to 

delay the marriage. Lavan and his mother argued that 

only Rivka had the right to say that she was willing to 

forgo her twelve month period of preparation. 

According to Rashi she replied very emphatically that 

she would go even without their consent.  

The meforshim wonder why Rivka would feel the 

need to possibly provoke them. They were allowing 

her to leave, yet she tells them that even if they don’t 

allow her she would go of her volition.   

The Satmar Rav zt”l once explained at a Yarchei 

Kallah the pshat in a passuk which clarifies for us 

Rivka’s logic. In Parshas Achrei Mos (18:3) it says, 

“ כנען אשר אני מביא אתכם שמה לא תעשו  וכמעשה ארץ

 And do not perform the practices - .ובחקתיהם לא תלכו

of the Land of Canaan to which I bring you, and do not 

follow their traditions.” The Rebbe zt"l questions why 

is there a need to mention that HaShem is bringing us 

to this land; do we not already know this? He explains 

that when one gives a gift to another person, there is 

a koach of the giver that resides inside of the gift. By 

passing on the gift, he is actually spreading some of 

his own kochos. It is for this reason that anshei 

maaseh were careful not to accept gifts from 

improper people, lest the koach of the giver have an 

effect on the receiver. This also helps us understand 

how shochad, bribery, works, causing the receiver to 

be biased towards the giver.  

Accordingly, Hakadosh Boruch Hu warned Klal 

Yisroel not to follow in the ways of Cana’an upon 

receiving the land from them. How is this possible? 

Isn’t the land tainted with the impurities of Cana’an? 

In response to this possible excuse, HaShem precedes 

by telling us that it was He that gave us the land and 

not them. This has a double effect; firstly, we are not 

affected by them, and secondly, we possess the koach 

of the Giver, namely Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

We can use this pshat to understand Rivka. Her 

purpose in marrying Yitzchak was to become a 

Matriarch for Klal Yisroel; a higher purpose, 

ultimately helping pave the way for future 

generations of Yiddishkeit. Rivka's family had every 

reason to stop this from happening, however they 

also realized that “Me'HaShem yatza hadavar… lo 

nuchal dabeir eilecha ra o tov”, the matter stemmed 

from HaShem and there would be no stopping it. So 

now they cunningly came with a new plan. A young 

Rivka would still want to cling to her mother, but 

they would convince her to go with Eliezer, i.e. they 

would be the ones to send her. This way, their koach 

would be instilled in her, influencing her negatively, 

spoiling the whole tachlis of Yitzchak and Rivka 

marrying each other. To this, Rivka responded, “I will 

go! My going has nothing to do with you. I will take 

nothing from you as I look to the future, thus 

becoming one of the Imahos of Klal Yisroel.” 

It is very important to keep this limud in mind, 

especially during the “holiday season”. All too often, 

we find ourselves in situations that may place us 

outside of our spiritual comfort zones. Some will 

reason that as long as we don’t cross halachic 

boundaries, it’s all okay, because after all, the boss 

signs the check. We must remember that just as 

HaShem reminded us that He is the one that gave us 

Eretz Yisroel, and therefore we should not learn from 

Canaan, the same is true with parnassa. HaShem is 

the one who signs the check, and therefore we should 

not learn from them. We will have then instilled in 

our parnassa the koach of the true Giver- HaShem! 

Good Shabbos,     מרדכי אפפעל 
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