
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

שמות פרשת  - Nothings perfect 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ְךַבד   יַוְיה   ל ר  ְפְגש   ֹוןַבמָּ ית שַוְיַבק   ה' הּוַוי  '(כד ')ד  :וֹ ֲהמ   
 

 

As Moshe was on his way, he stopped off at a Hotel and there Hashem met him and 
He wanted to kill him 

 
Moshe Rabeynu had just been instructed by Hashem to travel to Mitzrayim to bring the 
Yidden out of their miserable Golus. Without delay, he took his wife and newborn son 
Eliezer and journeyed towards Mitzrayim. Rashi explains however that at this very time, 
Eliezer was due to have his Bris. So Moshe had to decide whether to give Eliezer his Bris 
first and only then to travel to Mitzrayim, or to delay Eliezer’s Bris and to travel 
immediately to Mitzrayim. 

Moshe decided it was too dangerous to travel after a Bris and so he delayed Eliezer’s 
Bris in order to fulfil Hashem’s instruction straight away. 

As soon as they stopped for a break in their journey, Moshe arranged for them to settle 
down in a Hotel. Here Hashem ‘pounced’ on Moshe for not grabbing this opportunity to 
give Eliezer a Bris straight away and He wanted to kill Moshe as a punishment. 

In his Sefer Emes LeYackov, Rav Yackov Kamenetsky asks on the word in the Possuk 
ה ְפְגשֵׁ ּוַויִּ  and he met him. He explains that normally this word is used to describe a 

meeting that ‘happens’ by chance. Like when two people are walking down two 
separate roads but are heading towards the same corner; when they both turn the 
corner, they bump straight into each other. That is a פגישה a meeting; by chance. When 
Aaron came out to greet Moshe, the Possuk )'כז( writes הּו ְפְגשֵׁ  and he met him. Rav ַויִּ
Yackov points out - that was a meeting by chance as Moshe was clearly not expecting 
Aaron to come out to greet him. 

The question is then, how can the Possuk describe Hashem meeting Moshe as though it 
was by chance? Can we say this about Hashem? Everything is known to Hashem 
beforehand- nothing ‘just happens’ by chance! 

Rav Kamenetsky explains that it is possible to explain this word פגישה not only to mean 
a physical meeting but also to mean a meeting of דעת, of mind-set. When two people 
have opposite views, they meet in a clash of views. This too is a form of פגישה meeting. 

Here Hashem ‘met’ Moshe Rabeynu with an opposite view. Moshe chose to deal with 
the Hotel first and Hashem wanted him to do Bris Mila first. This clashing of views is 
described in the Possuk as הּו ְפְגשֵׁ  .and he met him ַויִּ

What can we learn from here? 

Take a moment to realise what is happening here. Moshe had been chosen as the 
leader of Klal Yisroel and Hashem was relying on him to take the Yidden out of 
Mitzrayim and to give them the Torah etc. A great future for Moshe Rabeynu lay ahead. 
And now because of his mistake in delaying the Bris, Hashem was about to kill him and 
destroy his future. 

It is true that in the end, his wife saved the day. But why does the Torah write this non-
complimentary story about Moshe Rabeynu that highlights this mistake that he made? 
Moshe had barely started as leader and was already almost killed by Hashem! 

The important lesson that the Torah is teaching us is; we are not embarrassed to claim 
that we are not perfect. It is normal and it is ok to make a mistake. The Torah is full of 
stories of our great leaders making mistakes (obviously on their level and not for us to 
criticise ח''ו), because after all we are all human and not perfect. 

This is an encouraging thought. Next time you “mess up” - don’t beat yourself up in 
anxious regret. Square your shoulders back and just try again. 

 


