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The Haftorah for Shemini Atzeret
 

The Haftorah is read from the book of Melachim Aleph or Kings I.

Sephardim read 8: 54-56. Ashkenazim read 8: 54–9:1.

 

King Solomon Dedicating the Holy Temple 
Drawing: The Temple Institute 

The Storyline of this week’s Haftorah:  The Haftorah begins with the 
dedication service by King Shlomo (Solomon) for the Beit HaMikdash. When he 
finished offering his prayer to Hashem, a fire came down and consumed the 
sacrifices on the altar, which indicated that his prayers had been accepted. It 
was known that from then forward Hashem’s presence would envelop the Temple. 
Shlomo then rose from kneeling before Hashem’s alter with his palms still open to 
the heavens. Standing, he then blessed the entire nation of Israel in a loud voice. 
“Blessed be Hashem, who gave peace to his people Israel, as he promised not a 
single word of all the good promises which he made through his servant Moses has 



failed.” King Shlomo continues with the Famous Passuk that we say before taking 
out the Torah from the Ark. “Yehee Hashem Elokainu emanu ka’asher haya im 
avotainu, Al ya’azvainu v’al yetshainu” “May Hashem our Lord be with us, as he was 
with our ancestors. May he never abandon or forsake us. May he turn our hearts 
to him that we may follow in his ways and keep his commandments, as he 
commanded our ancestors,” (8:57-58).  King Shlomo wishes for all his prayers to 
be accepted and to be held close to Hashem’s heart. He requests of Hashem to 
grant him and the Jewish people justice so that all the people of the world will 
know that Hashem is the Lord and no other. He tells the Jewish people to keep all 
the mitzvoth. The dedication service lasted two weeks, and the second week was 
Sukkot. On the eighth day, Shmini Atzeret, King Shlomo sent everyone home. Bnei 
Yisroel first blessed the King and then returned home, happy and joyous for 
Hashem had bestowed on His servant David and his people much goodness. 

The connection of the Parsha to the Haftorah: This Haftorah was selected 
because King Shlomo’s dedication of the Beit HaMikdash took place on Shmini 
Atzeret.  

Queen of Sheba Visiting King Solomon 



King Shlomo’s Biography: The meaning of his name is "peace" or "prosperity.” He 
had seven names, Shlomo, Yedidyah, Kohelet, Agur, Yakeh, Lemuel, and Ithiel. His 
father was King David. It is said that he was the smartest man to ever live. 
Shlomo was made king at the age of twelve. He was extremely wealthy. By some 
estimations his wealth increased by $250 million dollars a year. Shlomo was 
famous for his stables that housed 40,000 horses and 12,000 horsemen. Shlomo 
was able to give 3,000 explanations to every Pasuk in the Torah. He knew all 70 
languages spoken in the world at that time as well as he was able to communicate 
with all the living creatures in the animal kingdom. He was the builder of 3 cities; 
Megiddo, Hazor and Gezer in the north of Israel. King Shlomo had 700 wives and 
300 concubines. Once the Queen of Sheba traveled 7 years by caravan just to 
meet him and quiz him with regards to his wisdom. After their first meeting, the 
Queen of Sheba remarked that the King was much wiser than his reputation had 
suggested. Two of the mitzvot that King Shlomo instituted were the Eruv and 
Netilat Yadyim. The Eruv, a string surrounding an outer perimeter of an area 
designating it as that you can carry things on Shabbat. He also made it customary 
for people to wash their hands before eating bread. As King, he led the building of 
the Beit HaMikdash, starting at 16 years of age, It was completed 7 years later. 
He ruled for 40 years and passed away at the age of 52. There were 3 books 
written by him 1) Kohelet - Ecclesiastes 2) Mishlei - Proverbs, which concludes 
with the song Aishet Chayil sung on Erev Shabbat. 3) Shir Hashirim - Song of 
Songs.
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From: The Shlomo Moussaieff Collection 

Photo: Ardon Barhama 



Haftorahman’s lesson of the week: We must remember what Hashem says, 
“Build me a House of Prayer and you will always find me there”.  We have our Shuls 
(synagogues), but they are empty.  We have those “Houses of prayer,” but are 
they being filled with such? There are too few taking advantage of the 
tremendous gift that Hashem has given Klal Yisroel (the Jewish people). He will 
dwell in the place we build for Him, yet there are many who hardly step through 
the door.  Or, if one is a constant visitor, how many other visitors are you bringing 
with you?  It is important to invite people to go with you to Shul. There are two 
main objectives in life, improving oneself and enhancing the surrounding families 
and communities.  It is not enough just to take care of oneself; there are others 
who need care. The concept in Judaism is to be mechazek harabim (strengthen the 
masses); we need to look out for one another.  Encourage your family and friends 
to go to Shul. Invite members of the community over for lunch and get to know 
your fellow Jews.  Utilize the gift given by Hashem by offering a gift of your own.
 
Famous Phrases from the Book of Melachim Aleph: 8:57-58 Before taking the 
Torah out of the Ark, we say: “Yehee Hashem Elokainu emanu ka’asher haya im 
avotainu, Al ya’azvainu v’al yetshainu” “May Hashem our Lord be with us, as he was 
with our ancestors. May he never abandon or forsake us. May he turn our hearts 
to him that we may follow in his ways and keep his commandments, as he 
commanded our ancestors.”
 
Map: This story took place in Jerusalem.



Timeline: This story took place about 2831 years ago
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The Haftorah for Simchat Torah
 

The Haftorah is read from the book of Yehoshua (Joshua):
Sephardim read 1: 1- 9. Ashkenazim read 1: 1-18.

 Unbeknownst to Joshua, he inquires of a man that appears before him “Are you with us or with 
our enemies”? He said “No, for I am the commander of Hashem’s legion”.

The connection of the Haftorah to Simchat Torah: The Torah reading on 
Simchat Torah deals with the death of Moses. This Haftorah talks about the 
story of Yehoshua, Moshe’s successor. On Simchat Torah, we complete reading 
Devarim, the fifth and final Book of Moses. As a symbol of continuation, we read 
from the next book in the Tanach, which is the first book of the Prophets, 
Yehoshua.  People have even gone as far as to say that Yehoshua is considered the 
sixth book of Moses.

The storyline of this week’s Haftorah:  Hashem appears to Yehoshua and after 
encouraging him to be strong, urges him to remind Bnei Yisroel to learn Torah 
constantly and consistently. Yehoshua does so and then he prepares the nation for 
war.  He also reinforces the promise that was made by Hashem to the tribes of 
Reuven, Gad and half of the tribe of Menashe that they can live on the other side 
of the Jordan River if they fight with Bnei Yisroel. The Haftorah concludes with 
the Jews affirming their loyalty to Hashem and to Yehoshua.    



 Yehoshua's Biography: 
• The meaning of his name means “Hashem will save”
• Yehoshua ben Nun, Joshua the son of Nun, lived until the age of 110. 
• He was the successor to Moses, and brought the nation of Israel into their 

homeland. 
• It is believed that Yehoshua authored his own book with help from the High 

Priests, with exception to the final chapter, which was authored by Eliezer 
and Pinchas. It is the sixth book of the Tanach, and the first book of the 
prophets.

Famous phrases:  Yehoshua 1:6, "Chazak Ve’ematz”. “Be strong and be 
brave.” (This particular saying was said to Yehoshua by Moses 3 times. The 
gematria, numerical equivalence, of Moses’ name is 345 and the gematria of 
Chazak Ve’ematz is 115. 115x3 = 345.)  

Haftorahman's lesson of the week: Yehoshua was the perfect student, never 
leaving Moshe’s side, even while Moshe learned in his tent or slept! Yehoshua 
feared missing one word of Torah or one moment of teaching. The connection 
between master and pupil is a sacred one. In essence, the teacher imparts life 
experiences and lessons so that the successor can live a better life enriched with 
the wisdom of the master. Many nations have tried to destroy the Nation of 
Yisroel, but the Torah has sustained us. Torah Sheh B’eal Peh is the spoken Torah 
that has been transmitted through the generations by the Torah leaders.  
Judaism has survived due to this transference from teacher to students, father 
to sons.  Continuity of ideas and laws of the religion are integral to our survival as 
a People. We should dedicate a part of our lives to preparing the next generation, 
teaching them to be teachers.     
  
Timeline: In the year 2188 or 1273 B.C.E., Moses passed away and Bnei Yisroel 
crossed the Jordan River into Canaan. By 2495 or 1266 B.C.E., Yehoshua 
completed conquering Canaan.



   





Map: This Haftorah takes place in the City of Jericho, Israel on the West side of 
the Jordan River.

Written by: Reuven Gavriel ben Nissim Ebrahimoff 5773-2012
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The Haftorah for Parshat Bereishit

 
The Haftorah is read from the book of Yeshayahu (Isaiah), 42:5 – 43:10.

Isaiah the Prophet  by: Michelangelo. 

The connection of the Haftorah to the Parsha: Parashat Bereishit 
speaks of Hashem creating the heaven and earth. The Haftorah also 
begins with “So says Hashem, the Creator of heaven and earth”. While 
the weekly Torah portion focuses on the creation of the universe, the 
weekly Haftorah portion focuses on the creation of the New World to 
come after the coming of the Mashiach (Messiah).

The storyline of this week’s Haftorah: Yeshayahu has a prophecy 
that G-d will show all mankind the truth in the future. The Mashiach  
will be a light unto the nations.  Hashem has prepared Mashiach to free 
the Jewish people from exile and to show the entire world that 
Hashem is the true master.   After the redemption, all humanity will 
sing Hashem’s praises. Hashem will punish Bnei Yisrael’s oppressors, for 
Bnei Yisroel endures much degradation in exile.  Hashem promises that 
Bnei Yisroel will be gathered in from all parts of the world and be 
saved. The Haftorah concludes with reassurance that the Divine word 
is an absolute truth and will occur.  



 
Isaiah the Prophet's Tomb 

Yeshayahu’s Biography: 
• The meaning of his name is “Salvation of G-d”. 
• Born circumcised in the year 765 B.C.E. (8th century) about 2760 

years ago to his father Amoz, also a prophet. They belonged to a 
royal family who had access to the Beit HaMikdash.

• Received his first vision at age 25, and was considered the 
greatest of all prophets after Moses. He claimed to have seen 
the throne of G-d. He predicted Israel’s demise. Yeshayahu 
wrote his own lengthy (66 chapter) book.

• Lived through the reigns of four different kings; Uzziah, 
Yotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah. Three other prophets were 
Yeshayahu’s contemporaries: Hosea, Amos, and Micah.

• Lived 120 years, having two children with his only wife.
• Was killed by Menashe, the King of Judah. Yeshayahu was hiding 

from Menashe, the King of Judah, in a tree, but as Menashe was 
passing by the tree, he spotted Yeshayahu’s tzitzit hanging out 
of the tree. Menashe then cut clean through the tree, killing 
Yeshayahu. Yeshayahu was killed cut through his mouth as a 
midah kineged midah, measure for measure, for speaking lashon 
hara about the nation of Israel. 



The Seal of King Hezekiah who ruled during Yeshayahu’s time
From: The Yoav Sassoon Collection

Famous Phrases: Isaiah 1:26, “Hasheeva shoftainu kevarishona 
v’yoatzenu kevatchelah.” Hashem will restore the Judges as in earliest 
times and our counselors as in the beginning.”  Said on weekdays in the 
Amidah. 

Haftorahman's lesson of the week: It all started in the Garden of 
Eden and we were all born with perfect souls.   However, we were put 
into a physical body that has physical desires which at times chooses to 
sin thereby distancing ourselves from Hashem. 

There is a story about a Jewish woman who was chozer beteshuva 
(returning in observance). One Friday night, some friends from work 
invited her to go to a happy hour, something she often did before she 
became observant. She knew that happy hour coincided with Shabbat ‘s 
candle lighting. However, she could not help reminiscing about the past; 
she sometimes looked back on it with fondness for she did not have the 
same restrictions that she now did. So, she accepted the invitation, yet 
throughout the happy hour, she felt uncomfortable for she was not 
able to observe Shabbat while spending time with those friends. 

When returning home, she realized that given the choice again, she 
would have chosen to stay home and keep Shabbat. She was finally able 



to differentiate between the person she used to be, someone empty of 
happiness, to the person she now was, thriving on Judaism and 
appreciating life. Her happy hour was when she lit the Shabbat candles, 
sang Shalom Aleichem (welcome), drank Kiddush, and said the blessings 
on the challah.  Even though she knew that she had made the wrong 
choice, she was now determined to make the right ones.  When you feel 
like you are making the wrong decision and that you are sinning, 
recognize the slip backwards in spirituality and use it as a springboard 
to do more mitzvot. A person is not a lost cause, even if they have hit 
spiritual bottom. We still have the power of spiritual choice and we can 
rise again.  Never give up and always keep trying.    

Map: Yeshayahu’s prophecies took place in Jerusalem.



Timeline: The prophet Yeshayahu lived approximately 2700 years ago 
just before the destruction of the 1st temple. 
From: Ephraim Waxman , Dor L’dor , Feldheim
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