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 One of the most amazing lessons that I have person-
ally learned in the last six months since my mother’s 
petirah, is the incredible power of a person’s deeds. Due 
to the dedication of the early childhood center at Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah in her memory this past week, I under-
stood it on an entirely new level. As much as I knew of 
my mother’s uniqueness, I did not even slightly compre-
hend how far-reaching the effects of her deeds were… 

To understand this better, let us revisit an amaz-
ing idea from our Parsha: 

 The Torah recounts the miraculous details of Yetzias 
Mitzrayim and the final three makkos leading up to it as well. 
But specifically the last and final makkah, the smiting of the 
Egyptian firstborn, had longstanding effects on our nation - 
more than the previous nine. This makkah created certain 
things that would always be part of Yiddishkeit for genera-
tions to come. To name but two, the Mitzvah of Pidyon 
Haben and the fast of the firstborn on Erev Pesach are 
offshoots of this great miracle. Included in the list as well is 
the fact that the firstborn amongst Klal Yisroel became the 
holy keepers of the avodah until they unfortunately lost it at 
the sin of the Eigel.  

The question is: What was the underlying reason 
that they merited this great zechus?  

Lekach Tov brings from the Alter of Slabodka that 
because a miracle happened through the firstborn Jews they 
were then zocheh to be the ones to do the avodah. Even 
though they did not do anything intentionally to bring out 
this Kiddush Hashem, since a Kiddush Hashem came about 
through them, they merited this great reward. 

In Kiddush Hashem Part I and II (Zichron Avinoam 
Parshas Bo, 5768 and 5770) we elaborated on that great idea, 
but this year I would like to bring out a completely different 
point entirely, Be’ezras Hashem: If one thinks about it for a 
moment, the firstborn Jews were miraculously saved in the 
privacy of their own homes. The miracle of their lives being 
spared happened in front of no one but their families. Yet 
the achievement in their private home was an achievement 
of Kiddush Hashem. Even before word spread to the rest of 
Klal Yisrael of the miracle of each personal salvation, the 
gem of Kiddush Hashem was created right then and there. It 
was unintentional on their part, but it was brought out 
nonetheless.  

Hakadosh Baruch Hu then took this jewel of Kid-
dush Hashem and allowed it to become publicized among 
the Bnei Yisrael at that time. Then, the whole world heard of 
what transpired; and after that, the entire Jewish people also 
heard about it for thousands of years and many generations 
that followed up until today- as it was written in our holy 
Torah. The firstborn Jews in Mitzrayim at that time were 
zocheh that their private Kiddush Hashem became an enor-
mous Kiddush Shem Shamayim that continues to have ripple 
effects for all time. Such is the energy of something good that 
is created, that if Hashem Yisborach wants it to, it can grow 
to become an enormous power that will affect generations. 
They were the conduits of an immeasurable Kiddush Hashem 
that lasts forever. 

In a similar vein: A “simple” Jewish mother can per-
form her holy mission in the privacy of her humble abode by 
fulfilling each day what she was created to do; and she will 
be creating jewels and diamonds of Kiddush Hashem with 
each good deed she performs. If she then merits, Hashem will 
take those energy-packed gems and allow them to affect 
many others as well by causing her good deeds to become 
bright lights of inspiration to Jews across the spectrum. The 
seemingly small acts of goodness can thereby become 
enormous rays of Kiddush Shem Shamayim; causing for so 
many others to follow in her ways. The ripple effects of what 
she once did in the mini-sanctuary of her home will continue 
to resonate and inspire forever after… 

My simply extraordinary mother, a”h, in her quiet 
and unassuming fashion fulfilled her mission with 
devotion and love, and now she is zocheh that all those 
seemingly small acts of goodness are becoming lights of 
inspiration to people all over. How many people have 
reached out to tell me that their relationship with their 
parent or child has changed significantly due to my 
mother’s relationship with us? Literally moments before 
printing this Dvar Torah another person came over to tell 
me that he has now reached out to try and strengthen his 
kesher with his own mother after reading about mine! 
And how many people have completely changed their 
perspective on child-rearing, perceiving it as a joyous 
opportunity rather than a chore, due to her life lesson?  

The effects and Kiddush Hashem of her deeds 
will continue forever and ever…Besiyata DiShmaya. 

 

 


