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Measure for Measure –  כנגד מדהמדה  
On Friday morning after Tefillas Shacharis in Meron, a man approached 
me asking for some money to buy milk, I gladly gave him enough money to 
buy five sacks of milk. Later that day, we arranged to stay in Meron for 
Shabbos and my wife sent my daughter to the market to buy milk, 
however, they had sold out. My daughter went from store to store trying 
to fulfill the request of her mother. In one of the stores the clerk told her 
that they do not sell milk, but he was willing to sell her milk that he used 
to prepare food. My daughter liked the idea and wanted to buy the milk. 
The clerk asked, “How much milk do you need?” 
“I need five sacks, but I thank you for whatever you sell me!” 
The owner told the worker to give her five sacks of milk. But the worker 
said that this was exactly what was left in the store and if he sells it, there 
will be nothing left. The owner said: “Give her everything, I will get what 
we need.” My daughter came back to the room with five sacks of milk in 
her hand and an amazing hashgacha which I completed by telling them of 
my donation of five sacks of milk that morning and Hashem took care of 
us measure for measure with exactly five sacks of milk.         .ר.מ  

It is the finger of Hashem –  אלוקים היאאצבע  
One morning, the middle finger of my left hand stopped working. I tried to 
move it back and forth but the signal did not go from my brain to my 
finger in any way, I had no pain, but the finger would not work. I went to 
the doctor who said there is nothing to do for this and apparently this 
comes from old age, “The body gets old and the parts start to wear out.”  
I warmly thanked the doctor and continued on my way, thinking that 
there must be something that needs correction spiritually as brought 
down in the holy seforim that there are 613 mitzvos corresponding to 248 
limbs and 365 sinews that bind. The number of limbs and sinews total 613 
and every mitzvah influences another limb. I asked Hashem to enlighten 
me as to which mitzvah I neglected that is connected to the finger until 
finally Hashem enlightened me and I thought that since I am a Kohen and I 
bless the people with Birchas Kohanim my finger must be connected to 
the bracha. After the bracha for some reason I waited to wind the straps 
of the Tefillin around the finger which is a reminder of the connection in 
marriage as it were, to the Creator as we say in the posukim of  וארסתיך לי"

 I immediately accepted on myself to rewind the strap around the .לעולם"
finger, and amazingly from the first day that I wrapped the strap around 
the finger the function returned to the finger without a medical 
explanation. 
It is amazing to see how strong the words of Chazal are that there is no 
punishment without sin, and if everyone would examine their deeds they 
would see that everything is measure for measure and one just has to 
think of the cause and everything will return peacefully to its place. 

"אורינו הרב שליטמ  

 ראוי לכל ירא שמים...
It is fitting for all who fear Heaven 

A large fire broke out in a certain city and within a short 
time an entire row of houses and all belongings were 
destroyed. Many families lost everything, and there was a 
great outcry throughout the city. There was a man who 
lived there who was not so intelligent, amidst all the pain 
as the homeowners were crying bitterly for their lot, he 
walked around with a smile on his face and enthusiastically 
told how the flames from his house reached the heart of 
Heaven. When the people saw him and heard his words 
they felt very sorry for him, for at least the others realized 
how bad their situation was and he did not. 
There is a halacha in Shulchan Aruch ‘It is fitting for all who 
fear Heaven to be disturbed and concerned for the 
destruction of the Bais HaMikdash’, (this halacha was not 
stated specifically in regard to the three weeks, rather in 
the laws of how a person should conduct himself 
throughout the year). The Saraf of Kotzk zt”l asks, “Why is 
this halacha stated just for those ‘who fear Heaven’, and 
one who does not fear Heaven does not have to mourn for 
the destruction?” “Rather,” the Saraf answers, “because 
one who has not yet merited to be fearful of Heaven must 
first be disturbed and concerned for his own churban and 
then he can cry for the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash. 
The custom of Rabeinu shlit”a is that when fathers come to 
him complaining about their children and ‘they are not 
sleeping at night’, he tells them if they had only cried at 
night out of pain for the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash 
and the exile of the Shechina when they said Tikkun 
Chatzos they would have been spared sleepless nights and 
worrying by the beds of their children. All this because 
Heaven wants us to feel for the Bais HaMikdash. 
Perhaps this is the intent of the Saraf zy”a, that a person 
should not think that if he has not reached the level of fear 
of Heaven then he is exempt from mourning for the 
destruction. Rather, it is the opposite, he must know that 
the true reason for his low status is because of the 
churban, and when he considers this and he realizes the 
pity that is felt for him, then he will truly be troubled for 
the churban. Now, when we stay awake at night listening 
to the crying of the baby, we should cry together with him, 
but not to cry for nothing, rather a true weeping, for our 
Father Who already has not had a house for 1947 years! 
May we merit to see the consolation of Yerushalayim and 
the rebuilding of the Bais HaMikdash very soon. 

- Tiv HaNechama      
 



 

 

 אופן חלוקת הארץ והמכוון בה
The way the land was divided and the intent of this 

 
וסעו לכם ובאו הר האמרי ואל כל שכניו בערבה בהר ובשפלה פנו 

)א:ז(ובנגב ובחוף הים ארץ הכנעני והלבנון עד הנהר הגדול נהר פרת:   

Turn yourselves and journey, and come to the mountain of the 
Amorite and to all its neighbors, in the plain, on the mountain, 
and in the lowland, and in the south, and at the seacoast, the land 
of the Canaanite and the Lebanon, until the great river, the 
Euphrates River. (1:7) 
It is mentioned in the Gemara (Bava Kamma 81b): It was taught in a 
Baraisa: R’ Shimon ben Elazar says, ‘You do not have a single tribe 
from the Nation of Israel that does not have a portion in the 
mountains, lowlands, open country and valleys as it states ‘Turn 
yourselves and journey, and come to the mountain of the Amorite… 
on the mountain, in the lowland, and in the south and at the 
seacoast’, and so you find with regard to the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites as it states ‘and to all its neighbors’. 
We need to understand the reason for this, that every tribe 
received every type of land, and although we can understand the 
words as to their simple meaning, that Yisbarach wanted to benefit 
Israel and to bestow on them all types of general mundane 
goodness in the Land of Israel, still, one can ask, even though every 
tribe merited every type of land, yet, not every individual benefited 
from every type of land, once every person received his specific 
portion as determined by Divine Providence, then what difference 
is there if each tribe received every type of land if the reality is that 
the individual person did not see the benefit of this? 
Before we answer the question, a brief introduction is in order. The 
purpose of giving the land to Israel was to help them fulfill their 
obligation in the world. The Torah states in regard to this holy land 
(Devorim 11:12) 'עיני ה' אלקיך בה מראשית השנה עד אחרית השנה' – 
‘The eyes of Hashem, your G-d, are always upon it, from the 
beginning of the year to year’s end’, and from the strength of that 
supervision a Jewish person merits special help from Heaven to 
serve Hashem Yisbarach in it. The extent of this unique holy 
influence is described by our Chachamim z”l (Kesubos 110b) 
‘Whoever dwells in the Land of Israel is considered to be one who 
has a G-d, and whoever dwells outside of the Land of Israel is 
considered to be one who is G-dless.’ At those times when Israel 
merited to dwell on their land the distinction between one who 
merited the air of the Land of Israel and one who had not was as 
obvious as the difference between a Jew and a gentile. Even though 
the people outside of the Land of Israel served Hashem Yisbarach, 
still, the extra sanctity that Israel merited from the power of the 
sanctity of the land caused them to elevate higher and higher in 
levels of service, and their elevation was so great that those living 
outside of the Land could not compare to them at all. 
Based on this introduction, we can understand the rationale as to 
why the land was divided this way that each tribe received every 
type of land. That is, each and every Jew passes through different 
times. Sometimes he merits greater understanding and he serves 
his Creator properly and correctly, then, through his broader 
understanding he can focus his being to become one with Kudsha 
Brich Hu (HaKadosh Baruch Hu) and His environs, and to serve his 
Creator with the difficult things in the Mikdash. Then, the Glory of 
Heaven is elevated through him, when it is clear that down below 
this person is serving his King properly. However, the person has 
not yet revealed his true faith in his Creator, since there has been 
nothing blocking his way.    
 

Since Hashem Yisbarach wants the person to demonstrate his faith 
before Him, therefore, He places obstacles and hindrances before 
him and they act faithfully, and they bother the person and disturb 
his tranquility. Then, it is difficult for him to serve his Creator as he 
did in days past, and in order for him to serve his Creator properly 
even in these times, it is incumbent on him to negate his entity, that 
he should not be important in his eyes at all. It is only in this way 
will he be able to rise from his depths and consecrate himself to the 
work of Heaven even in these times. Then, when the person earns 
this, it causes a true recognition of the King, for he demonstrates his 
true faith in his Creator. He shows that he is not living just for 
himself, and the purpose of his life on earth is only to do the will of 
his Creator. 
There are also times when a person is prevented from using his 
superior intellect and then he is not able to serve his Creator as he 
did with higher intellect. Then, it is incumbent on him to know that 
there are many services which are easier to do and he can do them 
then, and this is not a reason to nullify his service. 
HaRav HaKadosh the ‘Divrei Chaim’ of Sanz zy”a said as well, a 
person should be careful not to have any free time, not even one 
hour. Therefore, if he can learn Gemara and Tosfos with Shulchan 
Aruch – this is what he should do, and if he cannot – then he should 
study the Rif, and if it is not possible for him to do this, then he 
should read Ain Yaakov. And if he does not have the strength even 
for this, then at least he should recite Tehillim, and if even this is too 
difficult for him – he should read stories of Tzaddikim. All these 
things are in the category of service to Hashem Yisbarach, for even 
stories of Tzaddikim help a person elevate and be encouraged, and 
we find that even this is in the category of service. If he sees that it 
is very difficult for him to concentrate, he should still see to use 
utilize his time, and it is quite possible that this will awaken strength 
and brainpower for the service of Hashem Yisbarach. 
We see this as well regarding many Gedolei Yisroel, that when they 
are prevented from serving their Creator in the proper way because 
they are involved or for some other reason, they do not abandon 
their service, rather, they find some way to do something then, and 
this is how they utilize their time for the service of their Creator.  
HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted to teach Israel all this when they 
entered the Land, since the whole purpose of their coming there 
was to serve Hashem Yisbarach as we have stated, therefore, it was 
on them to earn the portion of the ‘mountain’ to know that it is on 
them to fulfill their obligation when they are categorized as 
‘mountain’ that is ‘when they merit great intellect’. Similarly, it is on 
them to earn the ‘lowlands’ to know that they are obligated as well 
when they are ‘low’ because of different distractions that surround 
them, then they have to negate their beings as has been stated. 
Similarly, it is on them to accept a portion in the ‘south’ to know 
that their obligation then when they are devoid of sanctity because 
of the troubles that are harassing them and holding them back from 
being involved in the Torah and service, for even then they must not 
abandon their duties, and they should do whatever possible. 
Similarly, it is on them to earn ‘the seacoast’ which teaches the 
category of being moistened by the power of holiness, for through 
its merit and its strength one can serve Hashem Yisbarach properly. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help us fulfill our obligation in the world, 
and we should bring satisfaction before Him at all times.  

To subscribe to the English edition please send an email to: 
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