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ֹּא ַנֶכּנּו נֶָּפש ֹּאֶמר ל ם ַוי יָּדָּ ֵלהּו מִּ אּוֵבן ַוַיצִּ ַמע רְׁ שְׁ  ַויִּ

As the brothers planned to rid themselves of their brother Yosef, Reuven developed his own plan 

to save Yosef’s life saying to his brothers “place Yosef into the pit”. Rashi explains his intention 

was to return later and rescue Yosef. 

The Midrash on Rus teaches:  

 ברוך שהקדוש יודע ראובן היה שלם. שאלו בבלב יעשנה מצווה עושה אדם ללמדך, שאם הכתוב מריון: בא בר יצחק רבי אמר

 שהקב"ה אהרן יודע היה אביו. ואילו אצל מוליכו היה בכתפו –מידם  ויצילהו ראובן ל"ז( וישמע עליו )בראשית מכתיב הוא

 הוא ברוך שהקדוש בעז יודע היה לקראתו. ואלו יוצא היה ובמחולות בתופים –לקראתך  יוצא הוא ד'( הנה עליו )שמות מכתיב

מאכילה )מדרש רבה רות ה( היה מפוטמות עגלות –ותותר  ותשבע ותאכל קלי לה ויצבט עליו מכתיב  

R’ Yitzchok Bar Maryon said: The Pasuk comes to teach you that if a person does a good deed, 

he should do it with his whole heart. For if Reuven had known that Hak’Bh would write about 

him in the Torah, Reuven heard, and he rescued [Yosef] from their hand he would have carried 

[Yosef] on his shoulders to his father. 

This Midrash is difficult to understand since we are never encouraged to perform a Mitzvah 

based on the fanfare and reward that may result? Additionally, we are speaking of Reuven, 

Aharon, and Boaz, all great personalities; surely their Mitzvah performance was not based on 

what would be written about them later on but rather with pure untainted intentions. For what 

value or significance would this have to them anyway knowing that the Torah would praise them 

for their good deeds? 

This Midrash reminds me of a story I once heard
1
  about a devastating fire that broke out one 

evening in the rabbi’s house and resulted in total destruction with all its furnishing’s and contents 

destroyed. After the clean-up effort began with all of the congregant’s pitching in to restore their 

rabbi’s home they found among the wreckage a thick envelope labeled “eulogies”. Unable to 

contain their curiosity they quickly opened the envelope to see its contents. What they 

discovered left them all horror-struck and shocked. It seemed that in an effort to save time and be 

prepared for the untimely passing of one of his congregants, the rabbi had prepared eulogies in 

advance for all of the members of the shul. Each person found a neatly written eulogy describing 

                                                             
1 I cannot confirm the authenticity of this story but its moral value is of  significance 



their life’s work and accomplishments. At first they were left with feelings of anger towards the 

rabbi since after all they were alive and well and how morbid could their rabbi be to write a 

eulogy for a living man?  After these feelings subsided they were left with a deep sense of 

amazement and reasoned to themselves that this was perhaps the catalyst for some much- needed 

introspection for the manner in which they lived their lives. Each one was astounded with their 

limited accomplishments and inadequate good deeds performed throughout their lifetime which 

lead them to immediately accept upon themselves to accomplish more and attain a greater 

commitment in serving Hashem so they would be remembered after their passing in a more 

positive light.  

Perhaps the lesson the Midrash is teaching us is that thinking about how we will be remembered 

or what will be written about us after our passing is not a reason in itself to do good but it can act 

to motivate and direct us in performing Mitzvos with a whole heart and help keep us focused on 

achieving more in our Avodas Hashem. The message for us is that the day will come where 

something will be written about us. The question is what will be written? A simple walk through 

a cemetery will show that never is the amount of money a person amassed written on his/her 

tombstone nor is the indulgence in a lavish lifestyle written on stone. It is the good deeds and 

Chesed with which we commit ourselves to that is displayed and serves as an example for others. 

Of course, the Midrash isn’t saying that if only Reuven knew what would be written about him 

he would have acted differently. Such a reading of the Midrash is too simplistic and unbefitting 

of great people such as Reuven, Aharon, and Boaz. Rather our actions are eventually recorded 

and remembered  and we stand to benefit if we’d question ourselves about how genuinely we 

would greet people, make time for those less fortunate, and dedicate ourselves to Hashem if we 

had the vision of the future written form in front of us at all times. Reuven may have acted 

differently not for the fame and prominence it would have left him with but had he known that 

what he did was of such great value and importance, worthy of being written in the Torah as a 

lesson for others, he would have planned to rescue Yosef in a different and more dedicated 

manner. 

Good Shabbos 


