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Walking on Dry Land Even in the Sea 

“And Bnei Yisrael walked on dry land in the sea” (Shemos 14:29)  
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like in the sea! This is what we mean when we say that Hashem transformed the sea into dry 
land. Hashem causes the Tzaddik to witness and experience miracles as wondrous as the 
splitting of the sea, even on dry land, because the Tzaddik constantly walks attuned to 
Hashem’s greatness and exaltedness.  

In Likkutei Shoshana at the back of the Noam Elimelech, we find that the Rebbe Reb 
Melech cites a pasuk in Tehillim (66:6) “[He] transformed the sea into dry land, they shall cross 
the river on foot”. 

The Rebbe Reb Melech is puzzled why this pasuk begins with a singular form (He) and 
concludes in plural (they). In addition, why does it begin in past tense (transformed) and 
conclude in future tense (shall cross)? The Rebbe Reb Melech interprets the pasuk and at the 
same time explains why the pasuk opens with a sea and concludes with a river.  

The pasuk, explains the Rebbe Reb Melech, refers to two different distinct events in the 
history of Klal Yisrael. The beginning of the pasuk refers to Keriyas Yam Suf by Moshe Rabbeinu 
after Yetzias Mitzrayim, whereas the conclusion of the pasuk refers to a later event described by 
the Gemora in Chullin 7a where Rav Pinchas ben Yair crossed the River Ginai by splitting it.  

[The Gemora there tells the story of how Rav Pinchas ben Yair was on his way to 
perform the mitzva of redeeming captives – pidyon shevuyim – when he reached the riverbank 
of the Ginai river and needed to cross. He commanded the river to split and allow him to 
cross to the other side. The river answered him, “You are on your way to fulfill the will of 
your Creator and so am I. However, there is some doubt and uncertainty whether or not you 
will fulfill the Creator’s will, whereas I shall certainly do so.”  

With this logical argument, the river seemed to have defeated Rav Pinchas ben Yair, 
but he retorted,“If you do not split I will decree upon you that water shall never flow through 
here again!” The river split for him.  

A man carrying wheat for Pesach then appeared. Those grains could not get wet or 
they would become chometz. Rav Pinchas ben Yair ordered the river to split for him as well, 
since he was occupied in performing a mitzva – and it split again. An Arab accompanied them 
and Rav Pinchas ben Yair ordered the river to split for him too, since he did not want people 
to say that whoever accompanies others and sees them off does not deserve this miracle – and 
the river split a third time!  

Rav Yosef commented about this, “See how much greater this man [Pinchas ben Yair] 
was than Moshe and the 600,000 Jewish people, because for them the sea split but once, and 
here the river split three times, and if it had split here only once, Rav Yosef would have said 
that he was just as great and not greater.] 

Asks the Rebbe Reb Melech: How did Rav Yosef demonstrate from the story of Rav 
Pinchas ben Yair that he was greater than Moshe? Perhaps the reason why the sea split just 
once was simply because it was unnecessary to split another time; maybe it just wasn’t 
needed!  

He answers that we have a well-known principle that the actions of our forefathers are 
a sign for us, their descendants. We call this Maasei Avos Siman Labonim (see Ramban Bereishis 
12:6). This means that whatever our forefathers achieved the first time opens up an easier 
opportunity for us to achieve the same thing or something similar. Every miracle they 
wrought, as difficult as it was, is now much easier for us to do as well. Therefore, even 
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something that was very hard to do just once can now be done many times by later Tzaddikim 
with much greater ease since the gate has been opened.  

The new explanation of the above Gemora is as follows: How great is that person Rav 
Pinchas ben Yair, meaning: From where did he have the ability to do such a great miracle? 
And the answer is “from Moshe and the 600,000 people” [not that he was greater than them; 
rather, he was great from – i.e., because of – them, reading the prefix mem as “from” rather 
than “than”]. Moshe opened the gate and Rav Pinchas ben Yair was able to bring about the 
same miraculous event. Although in the past Moshe did it just once, “here it happened three 
times” – Rav Pinchas ben Yair was able to achieve this miraculous split even three times. 

Now we can understand the pasuk as well: “He transformed the sea into dry land”. 
These words refer to Moshe Rabbeinu, who transformed the sea into dry land just one time. 
However, through his holy actions he achieved an opening of spiritual gates and gave access 
to this miraculous power, bringing about that “they shall cross the river on foot”; Rav Pinchas 
ben Yair crossed the river three times with others, which explains why the pasuk begins in 
singular and concludes in plural, and why it begins in past tense and concludes in future [and 
also why it begins with a sea and concludes with a river]! 

n 

 

 

 

 
 

Shlissel Challa 

The Apta Rav asks why we use a key to mark the challos on the Shabbos after Pesach, 
because surely the minhag of our forefathers is Torah!  

The pasuk says in Shir HaShirim (5:2), “Open for me, my sister, my beloved.” The 
Medrash there says that Hashem is asking Knesses Yisrael to open for Him just a small opening, 
the size of the eye of a needle and He will reciprocate and open for them an opening the size 
of a large hall. Says the Apta Rav, Knesses Yisrael is compared to a bride, and a woman is 
sometimes compared to bread, as in Bereishis 39:6 (see Rashi there). 

On Pesach all the heavenly gates and the doors of the supernal mind called the Mochin 
Illo’in are open. After Pesach they are locked once more and it is up to us to open them. This is 
why we mark the challa on the Shabbos following Pesach with keys, symbolizing that we are 
making an opening, and asking that Hashem open for us His great treasury and command the 
heavens above to open for us. Just as Hashem sent our forefathers the mon during the month 
of Iyar which we bless on this Shabbos, so may He bless us. 

In the Likkutim Chadoshim at the end of Ohev Yisrael, the Apta Rav gives us three more 
reasons for the minhag of baking shlissel challa: 

The first reason is that this is the period when Bnei Yisrael stopped eating from the 
mon and began to eat from the produce of Eretz Yisrael, as it says in Yehoshua 5:11 that after 
Pesach they began to eat produce and stopped eating mon. Everything has its corresponding 
gate and we ask Hashem to open for us the gates of parnossa at this time, when we are no 
longer receiving mon from Heaven. We therefore make the shape of a key on the challos to 

 
Ahava Rabba – Ohev Yisrael 
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hint at the fact that we are asking Hashem to open up the gates of parnossa for us. 

The second reason for this minhag is that we are now counting the seven weeks of the 
Omer, which amounts to forty-nine days, alluding to the fiftieth gate of the attribute of Bina. 
As we proceed from gate to gate, each gate has its key and so we make the shape of a key. 

The third reason is based on Shir HaShirim 1:11 where the pasuk says, torei zohov na’aseh 
loch im nekudos hakosef.  

In the Mishkon we find that three precious metals were used (Shemos 25:3): gold, silver 
and copper. Gold precedes silver. However, in the story of Creation we read (Bereishis 1:3), 
“And Hashem said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light”. This is the light of Avrohom 
Avinu – the light of chessed (loving-kindness) [alluding to silver], and afterward we learn 
about the second day, whose attribute is gevura (strength), which hints at gold. Here silver 
precedes gold. The reason for the change in order is that the world is created through chessed, 
as it says (Tehillim 89:3) that the world is created through chessed. Therefore chessed, which 
alludes to silver, precedes gevura, which hints at gold. However, the Mishkon, a microcosm of 
the entire world, constructed in miniature as a place where Hashem’s presence, the Shechina, 
would restrict Herself in tzimtzum to dwell therein, represents an act of gevura. Gold therefore 
precedes silver in its construction. 

Gold is vocalized with the vowel pasach in the construct form, as in Shemos 38:24: zehav 
hetenufa. This is the nekuda of chessed and chochma. Pasach also means an opening or a gateway 
and alludes to the opening where all manner of chessed comes from. This is what the pasuk in 
Shir HaShirim alludes to. The Mishkon contains the tzimtzum of torei zohov but it is tempered by 
the nekudos hakesef, the vowels or nekudos of pasach, which is chessed.  

The Shabbos after Pesach is always in the second week of Sefiras HaOmer, which 
corresponds to the attribute of Gevura. However, it is vowelized with kesef and pasach which is 
chessed, the gate through which all blessings flow. Since every gate has a key, we make the 
shape of a key on the challos. 

nnn 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

Today it’s the Ohr HaChaim 

Rav Yehoshua of Belz once met with a merchant, a Belzer Chassid from a good family, 
who himself used to be a lamdon. “And now that you are a merchant do you still find time to 
learn?” inquired the Belzer Rebbe. The Chassid replied, excusing himself that he had almost no 
time to learn, “And when I do find some time I try to study a little Gemora.”  

The Belzer Rebbe replied, “In the past, people were able to fulfill themselves through 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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the Zohar. Then the generations sank lower and they were only able to fulfill themselves with 
the Chovos HeLevovos. When the generations sank still lower, the only way to fulfill oneself 
was with the Reishis Chochma – and nowadays, in order to fulfill yourself you must study the 
Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh.” (Be’ohr HaChaim) 

n 

He Couldn’t Control Himself 

The Tolna Rebbe used to begin his study of the Ohr HaChaim’s weekly commentary on 
the Parsha already on Leil Shishi (Thursday night) and sometimes he selected some lucky 
Chassidim to partner with him and study the Parsha as chavrusos. They testified as to the great 
sweetness and special atmosphere that permeated those private study sessions. Since the 
Rebbe himself conducted them, they were never sure as to the exact time they would begin, as 
the Rebbe’s head was occupied with otherworldly matters. Nonetheless, they arrived and 
waited patiently for it to begin. Sometimes, when he began to study the Ohr HaChaim with 
them, the Tolna Rebbe could not hold himself back and his emotions overcame him. For 
example, if he reached the Ohr HaChaim’s words, “I peeked and I saw”, he would ask those 
present, “Where do you think he peeked and saw? Everything he saw in Shomayim, because 
Tzaddikim see everything in the Heavens!” He would continue to study at the tisch and he 
would tell how his Rebbes and predecessors such as the Tchortkover would not come in to 
conduct the tisch until they had concluded studying the peirush of the Ohr HaChaim and this is 
how the Chassidim knew when they would enter. (Tanchumecha Yesha’sh’u Nafshi page 139) 

n 

How Long Until the Tisch Starts? 

The Kopishcnitzer Rebbe related that there was a tradition among the Chassidim of 
Tchortkov that the holy Rav Dovid Moshe Tchortkover would not enter to conduct the tisch 
on Friday night until after he had completed the study of the weekly Torah portion with the 
commentary of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh. Based on how long the commentary was for that 
week is how the Chassidim calculated the time of the Rebbe’s entry and would know when the 
Rebbe would be delayed. (Ner Yisrael Volume II page 126) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

The Power Over Creation of Those Who Toil in Torah  

“And Moshe stretched out his hand over the sea and the sea returned toward morning 
to its former strength and the Egyptians ran toward it and Hashem overturned and violently 
stirred the Egyptains in the sea” (Shemos 14:27). 

Chazal say in Shemos Rabba 21:6 that Eisono – “its former strength” – alludes to the 
original condition that Hashem set with sea, that although its waters would always flow, there 
would be a condition that it would split one day in the future for Bnei Yisrael. 

Based on this Medrash, the Ohr HaChaim asks why this condition was invoked now 
when the sea was to return to its normal state of flow? Shouldn’t it have been invoked 
previously when the sea had split? He answers that invoking the condition now proved to the 
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sea that its having split was not a method of destruction but rather a condition that had now 
ended, and thus the sea would return to its normal, natural state. Even though the sea knew 
this condition beforehand, perhaps the wondrous miracle of its drying up and its frozen 
waters standing still like walls of stone would worry it that it had come to its end. Now that it 
resumed its natural flow, the condition was invoked to prove that it would continue as 
normal from now on, and that the split was a one-time miracle and not a destructive end to 
the sea. 

The Ohr HaChaim tries to understand how this conditional splitting of the sea operated. 
How did it work? For whom exactly was the sea asked to split? If it was asked to split 
specifically for those members of Bnei Yisrael who left Egypt at the Exodus, why do we find 
that Chazal say in the aforementioned Medrash that the sea argued with Moshe and initially 
refused to split, on the grounds that it was created earlier, on the third day of creation [and 
was therefore superior], whereas Moshe and all mankind were only created later on, on the 
sixth day of Creation [and were therefore younger and of inferior stature]? Then Hashem told 
Moshe to stretch out his hand over the sea and Hashem stretched His own hand at Moshe’s 
right side as it says (Yeshaya 63:12) “His splendrous arm stretched out at Moshe’s right side, 
He split the waters of the sea before them to make for His Name eternal renown.” 
Furthermore, we see that for certain special individuals, the waters and seas did split, as is 
told in Chullin 7a about Rav Pinchas ben Yair (quoted above in the piece from Noam Elimelech 
Likkutei Shoshana). If Hashem had made a condition with the sea only regarding the crossing of 
Bnei Yisrael who left Egypt during the Exodus, how could Rav Pinchas ben Yair rule over 
Creation as well [and force the river Ginai to split]? 

The Ohr HaChaim answers that this was not a special condition with the sea; rather, it 
was a general condition among all those conditions that Hashem made with all of Creation –
that all Creations must bend their will before the Torah and those who study and toil in it – to 
fulfill their will, and that those who toil in Torah will rule over Creation just like Hashem does. 

We find therefore regarding the heavens and the earth, the stars the sun and the moon, 
that individual Tzaddikim rule over them all as Hashem commanded at the onset of their 
Creation. This is the secret behind the pasuk in Yeshaya 43:1: “Your Creator, O Yaakov, the one 
who fashioned you, O Yisrael”. Chazal say in Medrash Vayikra Rabba 36:4, “Hashem said to His 
world, ‘Who created and who fashioned you? Yisrael did!’” And this is all through the power 
of Torah, as I explained in my commentary to Bereishis 1:1 in the fifth way I explained the 
pasuk. 

[The Ohr HaChaim there cites the Medrash that Bereishis means bishvil reishis – for the 
sake of reishis – and that the Torah is called reishis. The first pasuk can thus be read to mean 
that the world was created solely for the sake of the Torah. From this, says the Ohr HaChaim, 
we see that whoever merits Torah merits the entire world and whoever does not merit Torah 
has no reason to benefit from or enjoy this world at all, unless he at least supports Torah study 
and those who toil in Torah, acting as their supporter and benefactor.] 

When Bnei Yisrael left Egypt at the Exodus this was before they had yet accepted the 
Torah [on Har Sinai] and they had no power to rule over Creation. The sea therefore refused 
to split for them and argued with Moshe that it was created on the third day and he on the 
sixth. This argument alluded to the fact that they were not yet Bnei Torah, for if they were, 
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they would have been superior and created earlier than the sea, since the Torah preceded all 
of Creation (Pesochim 54b). Hashem therefore stretched out His right hand with Moshe, which 
means that Hashem demonstrated that he was a Ben Torah, which is given with the right hand, 
as in the pasuk (Devorim 33:2) – miy’mino aish dos lomo. When the sea saw this, it split right 
away as it had been conditioned to do, and every Tzaddik who comes after Kabbolas HaTorah 
carries with him a [figurative] shtar chov, a bill or document proving Creation’s indebtedness 
to the Tzaddikim and to those who toil in Torah. This shtar orders it to bend to their will and to 
split before them. Therefore when the river refused to split before Rav Pinchas ben Yair and 
his companions, he threatened the river with a penalty and the river feared him and bent to 
his will. 

n 

True Miracles That Disprove False Theories About Low Tides 

“And Bnei Yisrael walked on dry land in the sea and the waters were like a wall on 
their right and left” (Shemos 14:29). 

The Ohr HaChaim explains the reason why this information is repeated in our pasuk 
[from pasuk 22].  

The reason is that the pasuk is telling us that the Mitzrim themselves witnessed how 
Bnei Yisrael were walking on dry land in the middle of the sea and the sea stood like a wall 
on either side of them! In this way, they knew that this was a miracle from Hashem, as it says 
(14:18), “And Mitzrayim shall know”. Without seeing this miracle they would not have 
known. 

The Ohr HaChaim then explains another reason why the pasuk needs to testify to this 
miracle and the fact that the Egyptians witnessed and knew it as well: There are some crazy 
fools who mistakenly teach that Moshe had discovered and observed the times of the low 
tide, when the sea’s flow of waters were diminished and Moshe then led Bnei Yisrael to cross 
the sea at low tide, whereas Pharaoh and the Egyptians were unaware of this phenomenon 
and so they attempted to cross at high tide and drowned. (See also the Ibn Ezra Shemos 14:27 
who describes this false belief in detail.)  

This pasuk, with its testimony of the miraculous nature of the splitting of the sea, 
totally disproves such a false theory. They walked on dry land in the sea and the waters were 
a wall – these two miraculous simonim themselves disprove the false theory [low tides do not 
create dry land and walls of water]. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
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Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The ligh
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of t
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a res
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.
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Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,_____

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS CHOL HAMOED
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Nissan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.o

~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Apr 15
th

) 4
th
 day of Chol Hamoed (Diaspora)

of Moglonitza ben Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, called Tzaddik Nistar

Sherira Gaon, Rosh Yeshiva Pumpedisa, last of the Geonim

Dayan in Djerba, (5628/1868); 

of Karlsburg, mechaber of Mareh Yechezkel, (5605/1845);

MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 

There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

yahrzeit candle on the day 
ting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

he soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
ting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 



Z 

CHOL HAMOED 

www.anshe.org 

day of Chol Hamoed (Diaspora) 

Tzaddik Nistar; 

Geonim of Pumpedisa, 

, (5605/1845); 
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� Rav Yitzchok Dov Ber of Liadi, grandson of the Tzemach Tzedek, mechaber of Siddur 

MaHaRiD, (5670/1910). 

+ 21212121
stststst
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Sunday Night (Apr 16

th
) Shevi’i Shel Pesach 

� Rav Shmuel Shapiro, elder Breslov Chassid, (5749/1989); 

� Rav Shimon Yisrael Posen, the Shoproner Rav, mechaber of Toras Aleph, (5729/1969). 

+ 22222222
ndndndnd
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Monday Night (Apr 17

th
) Acharon Shel Pesach 

� Rav Moshe ben Yosef Mitrani, Mabit (some say the 23rd), (1585/5345); 

� Rav Shimon “Caftan” Shlisgal, Gabbai Tzedoka, who the Chofetz Chaim said was a 

hidden Tzaddik, (5625/1865); 

� Rav Yehuda Rosanes of Constantinople, mechaber of Mishne LaMelech, (1658–1727). He 

also wrote Parshas Derochim, (5487/1727); 

� Rav Yitzchok Kalisch (1779–1848), founder of the Vorki dynasty, father of Rav Yaakov 

Dovid (founder of the Amshinov dynasty) and Rav Menachem Mendel, who continued the 

Vorki dynasty. Through his travels with his teacher, Rav Dovid of Lelov, he became a talmid 

of Rav Yaakov Yitzchok (the Chozeh) of Lublin and of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha. 

Some of his teachings and stories involving him appear in Ohel Yitzchok and Hutzak Chein, 

others in Shemu’as Yitzchok, (5608/1848); 

� Dr. Nathan Birnbaum, 1864–1937. A leader in the early Zionist movement, he is credited 

for coining the word “Zionism” in 1890. He played a prominent part in the First Zionist 

Congress (1897) and was elected Secretary General of the Zionist Organization. However, 

ideological differences with Theodore Herzl led to his leaving the movement. In the years 

preceding World War I he gradually abandoned his materialistic and secular outlook, 

eventually embracing full traditional Judaism. He may be seen as the forerunner of the 

modern Ba’al Teshuva movement. His most famous book of this period was Gottesvolk 

(“G-d’s People”), first published in German and Yiddish in 1917 (translated into English in 

a shortened form by J. Elias in 1947, titled Confession). In 1919, he became the first 

Secretary General of the new Agudas Yisrael organization. He lived in Berlin between 1921 

and 1933. After the rise of Nazism, he left Germany for Scheveningen, Netherlands, until 

his passing, (5697/1937). 

+ 23232323
rdrdrdrd
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Apr 18

th
) Isru Chag 

� Rav Moshe ben Yosef MiTrani, the Mabit (1505–1585). Son of the famous Rav Yosef 

MiTrani (Maharit), Rav Moshe was born in Salonika, Greece. He was sent to Adrianople 

(Italy) as a boy to pursue his studies under the supervision of his uncle, Aharon. At the age 

of sixteen, he went to Tzefas and completed his studies under Yaakov Beirav. He was one of 

four people to receive the special semicha from him in 1538 in Tzefas, along with Rav 

Yosef Karo, Rav Moshe Cordovero, and Rav Yosef Sagis. In 1525, he was appointed Rav of 

Tzefas; he held this office until 1535, when he moved to Yerushalayim, where he lived until 

1585. His main work was Kiryat Sefer, a commentary on Rambam’s Yad Chazoka. HaMabit 

was a halachic responsa with 841 answers. He also wrote Bais Elokim, a thematic 

discussion of the elements of tefilla. [Hamodia 2005: 25th of Nissan; according to 

introduction to Bais Elokim – the 22nd of Nissan], (5345/1585); 

� Rav Yisrael Sholom Yosef ben Rav Yitzchok of Bohush, 1923 (some say 1926), mechaber 
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of Pe’er Yisrael, (5683/1923). 

+ 24242424
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Apr 19

th
) 

� Rav Moshe of Premishel, mechaber of Mateh Moshe, (5366/1606); 

� Rav Chaim Menachem Heschel of Zhinkov (1837–1893). Succeeded his father, Rav 

Meshulam Zusia, and expanded the Chassidus throughout Russia, Ukraine and Serbia. 

Some of his Divrei Torah are found in the sefer Shemuos Tovos, (5653/1893); 

� Rav Yosef Friedman of Rimanov, (5673/1913); 

� Rav Eliyohu Akiva Rabinowitz of Poltava, (5677/1917); 

� Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel Weinberg, the Slonimer Rebbe of Tel Aviv, (5738/1978); 

� Rav Chaim Yitzchok Chaikin, Rosh Yeshiva of Aix-les-Bains, (5755/1995). 

+ 25252525
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Apr 20

th
) 

� Rav Chaim Halberstam of Sanz, mechaber of Divrei Chaim (1793–1876 [some say he 

was born 1797]), founder of the Sanzer Chassidim, born in Tarnograd, Poland. At the age of 

eighteen, he was appointed Rav of the small town of Rudnik, where he became a close 

talmid of Rav Naftoli Tzvi of Ropshitz. In 1830, he became Rav of Sanz, where he stayed 

for forty-six years. He had fifteen children, including Rav Yechezkel of Shinov. His third 

son, Rav Meir Nosson, died of an epidemic at an early age; his son, Rav Shloime, became 

the first Bobover Rebbe. Another scion of Sanz, Rav Yekusiel Yehuda Halberstam, the 

Klausenberger Rav, has erected several towns, Yeshivos and a modern medical center in 

Eretz Yisrael, as well as Yeshivos in New Jersey and New York. The Sanz Chassidim have a 

yichus document showing that they are descended via the Maharal of Prague from Rav 

Yosef I of Rome and back to Dovid HaMelech [10th of Nissan, according to others], 

(5636/1876); 

� Rav Nachum Tzvi Goldberg, (1922–2006). Born to Rav Kalman Avrohom Goldberg, Rav 

of Vasilkov, he moved with his family to America in 1926. As a bochur, he learned with 

Rav Shlomo Heiman for five years, then moved to Lakewood to learn with Rav Aharon 

Kotler for nine years (1943–1952). As a married man, he moved back to the East Side and 

taught at Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yaakov Yosef (RJJ) for over twenty years. After his father was 

niftar in 1968, he replaced him as Rav of Adas Yisrael. In 1973, he also became 

administrator of Ezras Torah and made out the checks for all the yungeleit, (5766/2006). 

+ 26262626
thththth
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan ~ Begins Friday Night (Apr 21

st
) 

� Yehoshua bin Nun. Buried in Timnas Serach in Har Efraim, (1354–1244 BCE); 

� Rav Nachman Tulchiner ben Rav Avrohom HaLevi, prominent talmid of Rav Nosson of 

Breslov, (5644/1884); 

� Rav Ephraim ben Rav Aharon Navon, the Machaneh Ephraim (1677–1735). Born in 

Andrinople to Rav Aharon, he married the daughter of Rav Yehuda Ergaz. He served as 

chief Rav of Constantinople, (5495/1735); 

� Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rebbe. He succeeded his uncle, Rav Yoel. Mechaber 

of Beirach Moshe, he is buried in Kiryas Yoel, (5766/2006). 
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Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Dovid ben Yisrael Leakeh’esRav Dovid ben Yisrael Leakeh’esRav Dovid ben Yisrael Leakeh’esRav Dovid ben Yisrael Leakeh’es,    21212121
stststst
    of of of of NissanNissanNissanNissan    

Av Bais Din, Talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov 

The following stories were told by Rav 
Mordechai of Slonim: 

Lack of Faith 

Rav Dovid once requested some 
money from one of the Chassidim and the 
latter replied that he had none. Rav Dovid 
grew upset and retorted that he lacked 
faith, explaining what he meant with the 
following story: 

“We once sat together with the holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov and we drank l’chaim. We 
were drinking honey mead, which at the 
time was an expensive drink that cost some 
two gold coins a bottle. The Ba’al Shem 
turned to me and said, “Reb Dovid, go and 
buy a bottle of mead for us!” I immediately 

stuck my hand in my pockets and pulled 
out two golden coins, even though I was so 
poor at the time that I knew clearly and 
logically that there had been no money in 
my pocket for some two weeks! 
Nonetheless, I had no doubts and I 
believed with emuna that if my Rebbe 
asked me for money I must be able to give 
it to him and therefore I found in my 
pockets what he asked for…but now you 
say you don’t have – and that is a lack of 
emuna.” 

 

Yeshuos for Sale 

Once, Rav Dovid sorely needed 
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money and he had none. He calculated that 
his needs amounted to some five gulden. 
First, he davened to Hashem that whatever 
he did would be accepted on high and he 
then went about and declared so that the 
word got out that he was selling his 
berochos: two gulden bought a male baby 
and one gulden a bouncing baby girl! 
Hearing this amazing opportunity, a Jew 
who had not yet been blessed with children 
approached Rav Dovid. “For such a price 

and at such an opportunity I’d best grab 
what I can!” he declared as he paid up five 
gulden on the spot for berochos for two 
boys and a girl. 

Word spread quickly, but when 
more people came, Rav Dovid turned them 
all away explaining, “Sorry, it’s over. I 
already have what I needed.” And that was 
that. (Maamar Mordechai Slonim p. 21–
22) 

    

Rav Yisrael Yitzchok Kalisch ben Shimon AlterRav Yisrael Yitzchok Kalisch ben Shimon AlterRav Yisrael Yitzchok Kalisch ben Shimon AlterRav Yisrael Yitzchok Kalisch ben Shimon Alter, , , , 22222222
ndndndnd
    of Nissanof Nissanof Nissanof Nissan    

The Vorker Rebbe

The Miraculous Medrash Shiur 

As is well known, when the 
Peshis’cher became blind and could no 
longer see to study and learn, the Sabba 
Kadisha, Rav Yitzchok of Vorka, used to 
read the daily Medrash shiur for the Rebbe 
Reb Bunim.  

Afterward, when he himself was a 
Rebbe, he taught a Medrash shiur to the 
Chassidim that Tzaddikim said that angels 
and serofim also came down to listen to. 
When the Kotzker Rebbe’s wife grew ill, his 
colleague, the Vorker Rebbe, advised the 
Kotzker to travel to Reb Berel Doctor in 
Vorka for her treatment. The two 
Tzaddikim left Kotzk in one carriage and 
the Kotzker Rebbetzin came in another, 
following them. 

Unfortunately, the doctor couldn’t 
heal the Rebbetzin and after sixteen weeks 
of treatment she passed away. During the 
Kotzker Rebbe’s stay in Vorka he too 
attended the Vorka Rebbe’s special 
Medrash shiur and he stood listening by 
the doorway of the Bais Medrash. Twice he 
actually came in and the Vorka Rebbe 
literally spoke the shiur into the Kotzker 
Rebbe himself! Afterward, he asked the 
Kotzker if he understood and he replied 
that he did. When this scenario repeated 
itself, the Kotzker replied that he 

understood well.  

One of the merchants from 
Premishlan once passed through Vorka and 
came to hear the famous Medrash shiur. 
When he returned home, Rav Meir 
Premishlaner asked the merchant where he 
had been. When the merchant began 
enumerating the names of the towns and 
villages he passed through, Rav Meir 
stopped him when the merchant reached 
the name Vorka.  

“What did you see there?” asked Rav 
Meir of the merchant.  

“I went to hear the Vorka Rebbe’s 
Medrash shiur and a strange thing 
occurred. In the middle of the shiur the 
Rebbe fell asleep! (This happened often 
and when the Rebbe awoke, he would say, 
“Boruch shem kevod malchuso le’olam 
vo’ed.”) When he awoke, he said the pasuk, 
‘vegam mikneinu yelech imonu – also our 
cattle shall go with us,’ and then continued 
the shiur as usual.”  

“Let me explain to you what 
happened then,” said Rav Meir to the 
puzzled merchant. “Meir’l had a craving to 
go up to Heaven and when I was up there I 
heard that a terrible decree of destruction 
had been pronounced over the Yidden. I 
did not succeed in canceling it. Suddenly, I 
heard them declaring, ‘Make way! Make 
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way!’ And the Vorker Rebbe showed up, 
acting like a boss who was in charge, and 
he adamantly opposed any decrees. Finally, 
they gave in and said that only the cattle 
would be affected. With this, the Vorker 
Rebbe also disagreed, and he stood his 
ground opposing the decree, asking, ‘And 
from where will a Yid get a glass of milk? 

No – also our cattle will go with us!’ He 
then said that pasuk and the decree was 
rescinded. This is what you witnessed and 
heard at the Medrash shiur that day in 
Vorka, when the Rebbe fell asleep and 
awoke saying that pasuk,” explained Rav 
Meir Premishlan to the astonished 
merchant. 

    

Rav Chaim ben Arye Leibush Rav Chaim ben Arye Leibush Rav Chaim ben Arye Leibush Rav Chaim ben Arye Leibush Halberstam of SanzHalberstam of SanzHalberstam of SanzHalberstam of Sanz, , , , 25252525
thththth
    of Nissanof Nissanof Nissanof Nissan 

Mechaber of Divrei Chaim

Rav Mordechai of Slonim used to tell the 
following stories about the Divrei Chaim of 
Sanz: 

Our Tzaddikim Comfort Us 

The Chassidim in Sanz were once 
sitting around the table telling sippurei 
Tzaddikim when the Divrei Chaim himself 
entered and said to them,“There is a bird 
named the Re’em, whose feet are covered in 
hideous boils and this embarrasses him so 
much that he hates his life and feels like he 
wants to end it by killing himself. But the 
Creator gave him a gift – he has wondrous, 
beautiful plumage that covers the entire top 
half of his body. When he sees his own 
dazzling feathers he is comforted and filled 
with simcha. So it is with the body of Klal 
Yisrael. When we look at ourselves and see 
our despicable lowliness and how unworthy 
we are, we are filled with sadness and 
despair. But when we see the holy 
Tzaddikim and Gedolim, we comfort 
ourselves and are filled with joy.”  

 

Free Bird 

A different time, the Chassidim in 
Sanz sat and discussed Chassidus well into 
the night past chatzos. The Divrei Chaim 
himself entered and remarked, “When 
hunters capture a bird and place her in a 
cage, she approaches the bars of her cage 
and comes to the locked door. She pecks at 

it again and again, coming back over and 
over. Even though all her previous efforts 
were in vain, she doesn’t give up and tries 
again and again…maybe this time she will 
be successful. So too regarding Chassidim 
– they try all manner of tricks and 
strategies to overcome the yetzer hora and 
free themselves from his bondage. They 
never give up. Even when it feels like they 
tried previously and were unsuccessful, 
they try over and over until they escape his 
clutches and run free from darkness into 
light.”  

 

Are You Holier Than a Neshoma? 

The Sanzer Rav, the Divrei Chaim, 
once asked a guest who had come to spend 
an uplifting spiritual Shabbos in Sanz, 
where he was staying and what he was 
eating. “Is that what I came to Sanz for?” 
retorted the Chassid incredulously, “to 
sleep, eat and drink?!”  

The Divrei Chaim replied, “Are you 
any better than the neshoma? Do you think 
you are somehow greater than your soul? 
The soul comes down to this world with 
only one purpose: to serve her Creator. 
Still, if she is not provided with food, drink 
and sleep as she needs to live, she will 
depart her body and go!” (Maamar 
Mordechai Slonim #4–6) 
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How Can They Sleep at Night?! 

The Divrei Chaim was renowned for 
his charity. He not only gave away 
thousands for tzedoka; he could not sleep 
when money was left over in his home. 

When he first heard about safes that 
people kept at home to guard their wealth 
and money from thieves, he queried his 
family asking them, “Can’t the thieves steal 
the keys to the safe?”  

His family explained that people 
slept with the keys under their pillows. 
Incredulously, the Divrei Chaim cried out, 
“How can a person sleep at night if he 
hasn’t already given out all his money for 
tzedoka?!” (Haggoda Darchei Chaim 
Sanz) 

 

What If She Had Been Your Wife? 

The Sanzer Rav’s gabbai, Moshe 
Yehoshua, stood at the Rav’s doorway 
looking in with wonder and astonishment; 
since when did the Divrei Chaim sit and 
study without his housecoat?!  
“Where is the Rav’s chalatel?” asked the 
gabbai. The Divrei Chaim patiently 
explained how a poor widow had just been 
to ask for a donation. “What should I have 
done?” the Divrei Chaim excused himself 
to the irate gabbai. “I had no money left, so 
I gave her my chalatel to pawn for some 
money.”  

“But Rebbe,” persisted the gabbai, 
“why did you have to give your own 
chalatel off your back?” 

“You wouldn’t ask me that 
question,” leveled the Divrei Chaim 
sternly, “If that poor widow had been your 
wife!” (Ner Yehoshua page 281–282) 

 

He Can Always Say He is the Sanzer 
Rav’s Son! 

When the time came for the Divrei 

Chaim’s son, Rav Boruch of Gorlitz, to 
marry off one of his daughters, he 
approached his father, the Sanzer Rav, and 
asked him for money, to which the Sanzer 
Rav replied, “At this time I have none.” 

A few days passed and some wealthy 
Jews came to visit the Divrei Chaim and 
left him a sizeable donation. Rav Boruch 
was overjoyed; surely now, when he had 
asked his father for help, he would get the 
much-needed funds for his daughter’s 
upcoming wedding. But alas, that was not 
to be. As soon as the wealthy Jews left, the 
Sanzer Rav sent for a local pauper, and he 
gave all the money he had just acquired to 
the poor Jew, so that he could marry off his 
daughters. 

When Rav Boruch came in to see his 
father and requested money for his 
daughter’s chasuna, the Divrei Chaim 
explained, “I have already donated all the 
money to that poor Jew to marry off his 
daughters.”  

Hearing this reply, Rav Boruch burst 
into bitter tears of disappointment and 
cried, “Why am I any worse than him? 
Don’t I also need money to marry off my 
daughter?!”  

The holy Sanzer Rav explained how 
he saw matters differently. “You are my 
son. You can go anywhere, travel to any 
town or city and people will recognize you 
and give you money to help you marry off 
your daughter just because you are the son 
of the Sanzer Rav. However, this poor Jew 
has no one. If I don’t give this pauper 
money, who will?” (Eser Tzachtzachos 
Chapter 9 #22) 

 

Who Needs Seforim? 

A pauper once approached the 
Divrei Chaim complaining that he had to 
marry off his daughter but lacked the 
necessary funds. The Divrei Chaim did not 
hesitate and replied, “Look, I have no cash 
left, but I have a house full of seforim. 
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Surely you can sell or pawn them for the 
funds you need? I have no real need of 
seforim when I can learn in the Bais 
Medrash.”  

The pauper did not need to be told 
twice and did not wait for the Sanzer Rav 
to change his mind. He quickly ordered a 
wagon and loaded the Divrei Chaim’s 
entire library of seforim onto it. He drove 
the cartload of seforim into town, sold 
them all for a hefty sum and married off his 
daughter. The Sanzer Rav from then on 
simply went to the Bais Medrash to learn. 
“Who needs seforim when there are plenty 
in the Bais Medrash?” he explained to his 
astounded gabbai and family. (Haggoda 
Darchei Chaim Sanz) 

 

Sukka Decorations 

The Bobover Rav once told how on 
Erev Sukkos the Divrei Chaim told them all 
how there is an extra special mitzva of 
tzedoka on Erev Sukkos and that this is the 
most beautiful decoration a sukka can 

have, because the Ushpizin (heavenly 
guest) of the first night is none other than 
Avrohom Avinu, whose attribute is 
chessed. We therefore give extra tzedoka to 
merit to have Avrohom, the pillar of 
chessed, as a guest in our sukka. 

That Erev Sukkos, continued the 
Bobover in his story, the Divrei Chaim had 
already given away all his money. However, 
the Sanzer Rav felt as if he had not yet 
properly fulfilled the mitzva of tzedoka to 
its true extent. What did he do? He noticed 
all the esrog merchants packing up and 
heading home. The Sanzer Rav went and 
begged them to lend him their money. 
“Surely you have money from selling 
esrogim – lend me some for Noy Sukka – 
for decorations to light up my sukka!” And 
they did, and the Sanzer Rav immediately 
began to purchase the most exquisite sukka 
decorations he could think of –distributing 
all that money to the poor for tzedoka! 
(Zemiros LaAter Pesora p. 154 cited in Ner 
Yehoshua page 265) 

 

Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against the 

construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that we deal 
with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous chillul 
Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 

Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out for 
protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that the 
Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the Old Jewish 
Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the Old Jewish Cemetery, 
the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. These 
include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish martyrs, and pious women through the 
centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan 
Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and 
favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of 
Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra (niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains 
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were not removed from the Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira 
unknown), mother of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, 
second wife of the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old Jewish 
Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a new 
convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different location in 
Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes challah for 
members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the responsibility of 
spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and has about 2,000 
signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them it will be a Chillul Ha-
Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will be a signal to the Lithuanian 
government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 signatures, the political authorities will 
have little choice but to take the petition into account before making any hasty decision. She needs, 
and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  Rav 
Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case of  מת מצוה  in 
more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� לומדי� , כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי�, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
כי , ותקבל שכר גדול כנגד כול�, אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, ששי� ללמוד מועד קטוא� תראה שאי חו. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, מועד וסדר נשי�

 .ה� דוגמת מת מצוה
You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that no one 

attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a mitzvah that is 
denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the mitzvah and] studying 
the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the laws of the 
Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect of the other Orders, 
make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to sacred matters relating to the 
Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one concerns himself with the study of the 
talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate 
Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 

Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and electronically 
sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this mitzvah. It is not a 
time to stand idly by. 

With prayers for the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention-center-
project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 
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problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur
 

As we have been publicizing, many 
HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for 
yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the 
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished 
merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
intercede on behalf of Klal Yisrael.

  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  

מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה � אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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even if it may seem impossible. 

knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the 
for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim

. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help 

is week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the 

Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the 
Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו ר''ב חיי אברה 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 
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5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

who controls everything 

loving kindness more 



Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
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אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 



PESACH 

 

 

When Rav Levi Yitzchok would sit at the Sedorim on the two nights of  Pesach and recite the Haggoda, 
an unusual thing would happen when he reached the statement Matza zu, which means “this matza”. He would 
get so excited that he would fall under the table, the table itself  usually toppled over and all the dishes and 
matzos would fall and turn over. While he was in this unconscious state of  ecstasy and rapture, they would reset 
a new table complete with a new set of  dishes, cups of  wine and matzos, as well as a new, unstained Kittel for 
him to wear. He would redress himself  and sit back at the table, where he would continue by saying Matza zu, 
in a tone which sounding like he was reviving and awakening himself, saying, “Ah, ah, matza zu – ah, ah, this 
matza!” 
 

Once, when he went to draw water from the well for baking matzos, he was so excited and enraptured 
by the mitzva that he fell into the well! Fortunately, the water was not too deep! 
 

When he made the berochos over the Megilla on Purim, he danced out of  simcha on the amud (lectern) and 
almost on the Megilla itself! (Eser Oros 3:6-8) 
 
Two Forms of  Delight 
 

“Just as in the days of  your Exodus from Egypt I shall show you wonders” (Micha 7:15). 
 

And we shall elucidate the pasuk (Shemos 3:14): “I shall be what I shall be”, based on the following 
parable: 
 

A pauper once earned ten thousand coins all at once. He was delighted and greatly overjoyed. When 
afterward he earned an additional twenty thousand, he was also happy, but compared to the original delight and 
joy that he had felt [when he earned the first ten thousand] this current happiness was seemingly nothing. In 
order to reach a level of  delight and joy that would be comparable to the way he first felt, he would have to 
earn tens and hundreds of  thousands. 
 

The meaning of  this parable is: The Holy One redeemed us from Egypt from the house of  bondage 
and slavery and performed many wonders and miracles for us; this was our initial delight, and speedily He will 
once again do wonders and miracles for us. However, at first glance, compared to the first initial delight, this 
delight will not stand up to it at all. However then HaKodosh Boruch Hu will work such wondrous unlimited 
miracles for us all – to such a degree that even if  we were to compare them to our initial delight, it will surpass 
it. 
 

This is the meaning of  “just as in the days of  your Exodus from Egypt”: even compared to that initial 
delight, this too will be delightful, and again “I shall show you wonders”. This is the meaning of  “I shall be 
what I shall be”. 
 

Another interpretation of  “I shall be what I shall be”. 
 

And this will elucidate why this Yom Tov is called Pesach. HaKodosh Boruch Hu took us out of  Egypt in 
order to serve Him and in order to accept the holy Torah, as it says (Shemos 3:12): “You shall serve Hashem on 
this mountain”, and it would have been more proper to have accepted the Torah before [having been redeemed 
from Egypt]. But HaKodosh Boruch Hu skipped over the acceptance of  the Torah, and this is why He is called 
Ekeyeh – implying the future tense – “I will be”. It says (Shemos 20:2): “I am Hashem your G-d, Who took you 
out of  Egypt”, and this is difficult. Why does it not say “Who Created heaven and earth”? (This question was 
posed by the Ibn Ezra, Rabbeinu Bachaya, Chizkuni and others.) 



The answer is that at that time they grasped the Creator, understanding Him because of  His having 
taken them out of  Egypt. The Torah and the Holy One are unified (Zohar III 73a) and just like they grasped the 
Creator as the G-d of  the Exodus, similarly on that same level of  understanding did they grasp the Torah, and 
no more. 
 

However, speedily in the future the Holy One will work unlimited wonders and miracles for us. Then 
we will all be able to grasp the Creator more and then they will understand the Torah better as well. This is the 
meaning of  “a (new) Torah will come out from me” (Yeshaya 51:4; Vayikra Rabba 13:3). And in the future it will 
be like this as well: initially the Holy One will redeem us with wonders and miracles, and afterward they will 
grasp the Torah anew, as we just explained, and then the future delight they feel will be an aspect of  Ekeyeh, as 
we explained above. This is the meaning of  Ekeyeh – “I will be as I shall be”. 
 
Shir haShirim 
 

Rav Levi Yitzchok explained the pasuk in Shir HaShirim: “Watching from the windows”. When a person 
watches his fellow through the window, he can see his friend but his friend does not always see him, since there 
is a wall between them. Similarly, Hashem, who sends us shefa, abundant blessings and sustenance, is hidden; we 
cannot see Him watching us. Nonetheless, we must daven that we merit to see the kindness of  Hashem. (Ma’ayan 
HaChassidus Vol. 12, No. 25–26 5735 p. 22) 
 
The Appointment 
 

Berditchev was a large city and it was a great honor to serve as its Rav. The committee demanded no 
less than a great Torah scholar and Tzaddik to fill this post. Here is the account of  how Rav Levi Yitzchok — 
indeed, a great Torah scholar and Tzaddik — came to be appointed as the Berditchever Rav. 
 

The previous Rav of  Berditchev had passed away. A committee was formed to search for a new Rav. 
They had heard that the Rav of  Zelichov, Rav Levi Yitzchok, was a man of  great piety and righteousness. Two 
young men were sent forthwith to meet with Rav Levi Yitzchok and interview him as a potential candidate. 
They were to speak to him and test his knowledge to see if  he was a fitting replacement for their venerable Rav.  
 

The two arrived just before Pesach. They went to Rav Levi Yitzchok and asked if  he would host them 
as his guests. They knew that they were sure to find the highest standards of  kashrus in the home of  the Rav, 
and it was an opportunity to observe Rav Levi Yitzchok and so arrive at a decision.  
 

Rav Levi Yitzchok was honored to have them as his guests. On the first night of  Pesach, during the 
Seder, the two delegates were astonished when Rav Levi Yitzchok did a most unusual thing. They reached the 
point in the Haggoda when we recites the ten plagues, when they heard Rav Levi Yitzchok “honor” the local 
enemies of  the Jewish people with the plagues, distributing them and handed them out to each one. When they 
named the plague of  blood, the Rav said, “Dom — blood! To the evil poritz! Frogs — to the immoral duke! Lice 
— to the wicked prince!” The Rav handed out each one of  the ten plagues to a different enemy of  Klal Yisrael, 
cursing each one with a different affliction. The two guests laughed and made light of  Rav Levi Yitzchok’s odd 
behavior. They didn’t know what else to think. 
 

When Yom Tov ended, they left Zelichov to return home. On the way, they stopped for refreshments 
and heard the odd rumor that the place had recently been plagued by frogs! As they traveled on, they heard 
more rumors. Nobles from other provinces had been plagued by cattle disease, lice and boils. 
 

In Berditchev, they related what they had discovered — that Rav Levi Yitzchok was not only a great 
Torah scholar and genius, but he was truly a holy man whose decrees were miraculously fulfilled. The decision 
was obvious: the city decided to appoint him as their Rav.  
 



They wrote up a letter of  appointment, and two honorable personages traveled to him with the letter. 
When they returned in the coach together with the Rav, the streets were filled with men, women and children, 
eager to greet him and get a glimpse of  the Tzaddik. And the city of  Berditchev celebrated the arrival of  their 
new Rav. 
 

The Tefillin Of  The Master Of  The World 
 

You shall say it is a pesach offering to Hashem, who passed over the houses of  the children of  

Yisrael... (Shemos 12:27) 
 

Why is it that we call the Yom Tov that the Torah designated as Chag HaMatzos, the Festival of  Unleavened 
Bread, by the name Pesach? Where does the Torah indicate that we might call this Yom Tov by the name Pesach? 
Any time the Torah mentions this Yom Tov, it is called Chag HaMatzos. 
 

And it is written elsewhere, Ani l’dodi v’dodi li — “I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine” (Shir 
HaShirim 6:3). This teaches that we relate the praises of  HaKodosh Boruch Hu, and He in turn praises us. So, too, 
we don tefillin, which contain the praises of  HaKodosh Boruch Hu, and HaKodosh Boruch Hu dons His “tefillin”, in 
which the praise of  Klal Yisrael is written. 
 

This will help us understand what is written in the Tanna D’Vei Eliyohu [regarding the praises of  Klal 
Yisrael]. The Medrash there says: “It is a mitzva to speak the praises of  Yisrael, and Hashem Yisborach gets great 
nachas and pleasure from this praise”. It seems to me that for this reason it says that it is forbidden to break 
one’s concentration on one’s tefillin while wearing them, that it is a mitzva for a man to be continuously occupied 
with the mitzva of  tefillin. This tells us that it is a mitzva to constantly praise Klal Yisrael and to praise HaKodosh 
Boruch Hu. The “praise of  Klal Yisrael” is symbolized by the tefillin of  the Ribbono Shel Olam, since the praises of  
the Jewish people are written in them, as the Gemora teaches: “What is written in the tefillin of  the Master of  the 
World? ‘Who is like Your nation, Yisrael?’” (Berochos 6a). And the “praise of  HaKodosh Boruch Hu” hints at our 
tefillin, which contain praises of  Hashem Yisborach — that is, the parshiyos of  Shema, Kadeish and V’hoya Ki Yeviacha. 
Therefore, we find that we are constantly praising Hashem Yisborach, and Hashem is constantly praising us. 
 

We find that the name Chag HaMatzos was given to praise Bnei Yisrael. Rashi comments on the pasuk: 
“They baked the dough that they brought out of  Egypt into matza cakes” (Shemos 12:39) that “this pasuk praises 
Yisrael, that they did not complain, ‘How will we go out into the desert without preparing provisions?’ Rather, 
they had faith and they went, as it says: ‘I remember for you the kindness of  your youth, the love when you 
were a bride, your following Me into the desert in a land not sown’ (Yirmiyohu 2:2).” Therefore, the name Chag 
HaMatzos is considered a praise of  Klal Yisrael, that they baked their dough into matza cakes [since they hastened 
their departure, and did not take time to prepare provisions, because they had faith that Hashem would provide 
for them in the desert].  
 

This is why the Torah names this holiday Chag HaMatzos. In this way, Hashem is relating the praise of  
the Jewish people. We, on the other hand, call this Yom Tov by the name Pesach, in praise of  Hashem, as it says 
[in our pasuk], “You shall say it is a pesach offering to Hashem, Who passed over the houses of  the children of  
Yisrael...” This is His praise, just as in the pasuk we mentioned above: “I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is 
mine”. 
 
The Glory of  Yisrael: Rav Levi Yitzchok and the Tefillin of  Klal Yisrael 
 

Rav Nachman of  Breslov warned his talmidim that whenever Rav Levi Yitzchok passed through their 
towns, they must have their tefillin examined. The Rebbe himself  had his own tefillin checked whenever the 
Kedushas Levi passed through. 
 



“It is because the holy Rav of  Berditchev represents Pe’er Yisrael, the Glory of  Yisrael,” explained Rav 
Nachman, “which is the attribute of  tefillin.”  
 

The Avodas Levi explained that if  they did not honor Rav Levi Yitzchok properly in one of  the towns 
he passed through, this not only represented a blemish on their own honor, but it would also blemish their 
tefillin, because the Berditchever represented Pe’er Yisrael — the Glory of  Yisrael. 

 

 



Translated Kedushas Levi On The Parsha 

Kedushas Levi - Sermon for Pesach 
 

“Blessed is He, for the Holy One, blessed is He, conceived the end, to do – as it says,...” 
 

We find in the Medrash (Yalkut Shimoni, Beshalach, 241) that the Sar, 
(Heavenly representative) of Egypt complained that the exile of Egypt had not 
lasted as long as had been decreed, and in truth 190 years were missing! The answer 
is that the Holy One, blessed is He, informed the forefathers concerning the exile, 

and the Avos felt pain over the exile of their children. And the pain that the Avos 
suffered over the exile was considered as if the people of Yisrael had actually 
been in exile those 190 years. And this is the meaning of “conceived the end”, [the 
gematria of the word used in the Haggoda for the “end” is ketz: kuf, tzadi = 100 + 
90 = 190] even though the Avos did not experience the exile, but they conceived 
what it would be like, and suffered all its bitter implications, it was considered for 
Yisrael as if they had been in exile that long. And that is the hint of “conceived 
the end”, those missing 190 years, corresponded to the pain of the Avos when they 
thought about the exile, “to do”, meaning as if they had actually been in exile. 
 

 

“How many excellent favors (ma’alos) are ascribed to the Omnipresent because of us...” 
 

At first glance, the more correct expression would have been “from the 
Omnipresent”. And also, what, indeed are ma’alos? What seems to be the case is 
that in truth the Holy One, blessed is He, derives “pleasure” when he pours 
out good things upon His people, Yisrael. That is, He participates in the glory with 
His people, and pours down upon them good things. And this is hinted at by the 
expression “to the Omnipresent because of us”; as it were, the Holy One, 
blessed is He, derives satisfaction when He pours down good things upon Yisrael. 
And this is hinted at by the word ma’alos, for the Holy One, blessed is He, is 
without end; it is only out of the love of Yisrael that He “contracts Himself” within 
Yisrael. And thereby it is appropriate to use the expression, as it were, of ma’ala 
(step, as on a ladder), and that is the meaning of the expression ma’alos tovos 

(wondrous steps), as it were, that He “contracts” Himself by a series of “contractions” within His people, 
Yisrael.  
 

The Sar, the 
Heavenly representative of 
Egypt, complained to Hashem 
that the people of Yisrael had 
not fulfilled their obligation to 
remain in slavery for four 
hundred years; in fact, they 
were missing 190 years! The 
answer is that Hashem revealed 
to the Avos the full term of 
slavery, and their empathy and 
suffering was so great that it 
was as if the people had been 
there for the full term. 

At first glance, the 
more correct expression 
would have been “from the 
Omnipresent” instead of “to 
the Omnipresent”, for, after 
all He was the giver and we 
were the recipients. But this 
illustrates the unique nature of 
Hashem, Who derives 
pleasure by giving. 



The Yom Tov of Pesach corresponds to Avrohom, as is known (Tur 
Orach Chaim, Section 417). And the Yom Tov of Shavuos corresponds to Yitzchok, 
because of the hint “‘I am...’ and ‘There shall not be...’ from Hashem directly were 
heard” (Makkos 24a), and “might” is the characteristic of Yitzchok (Zohar 
HaKodosh, Part 3, Ra’aya Mehimna, 4a). Succos corresponds to Yaakov, which we 
know by the biblical hint: “And Yaakov traveled to Succos” (Bereishis 33:17). Rosh 
Chodesh corresponds to Dovid, and that is why we say in the Shemone Esrei of its 
Mussaf: “And with the songs of Dovid Your servant...” And the Talmud provides 
further evidence (Rosh HaShana 25a): “Go to Ein-Tov and sanctify the New 
Moon... And he sent him a confirmatory message: ‘Dovid, king of Yisrael, is alive 
and well.’” 
 
 

 “Then did Moshe and the Children of Yisrael sing this song...” (Shemos 15:1) [See Eitz Chaim, 

Principles Section on “‘Atzilus’, ‘Beria’, ‘Yetzira’, ‘Asiya’” Chapter 1] 
 

Our purpose is to understand why the feminine expression for song, 

namely, shira, and the accompanying feminine modifier zos, (hashira hazos) were 

used rather than the masculine forms (hashir hazeh) in the pasuk cited. It is known 
from the writings of the Arizal (Eitz Chaim, essay on the spheres and uprightness, 
second branch), concerning the creation of the Four Worlds: The Worlds of 
“Emanation”, “Creation”, “Formation” and “Action” – which were accomplished 
by the medium of “contraction”, for the Creator, blessed is He is without limit, 
“simple” in utter “simplicity”. Now, when the idea of creating those worlds arose 
in His will, which shares the aspect of utter “simplicity”, for He is One Who 
desires kindness (Micha 7:18), “with whom did He take counsel? With the souls of 
the righteous” (Bereishis Rabba 8:7), for He contemplated the Children of Yisrael, 
His holy nation, as to how they would worship Him with denial of the self, with 
Torah, with mitzvos and with good deeds, there were included within His “simple” 
will all of the Worlds, from the highest level to the lowest, and from this ancient 
will the coming into being of the worlds developed; namely, the worlds of 
“Emanation”, of “Creation”, of “Formation” and of “Action”. 

 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita – www.torahlab.org 

A Different Kind of Rosh HaShana! 

Depending on whom you ask and when you ask it, the Jewish year either begins in the month of Tishrei, 

at Rosh HaShana time, or a couple of weeks before Pesach in Nissan. 

Why do we have two New Years? 

The answer lies in the season of each New Year. Tishrei and Rosh HaShana occur in the fall when the 

trees are becoming bare, the sun is shining less and the harvest is coming to a close. There is a certain spirituality 

implicit in this season of autumn. When the physical world is in decline, room is created for the spiritual aspect 

of life. Rosh HaShana, the Asseres Yemei Teshuva (Ten Days of Teshuva), and Yom Kippur are times when we cut 

down on our sleep, our food and our general physical existence and we think eternity and other-worldliness. 

By contrast, Nissan is in the spring, when flowers are budding, the sun is shining and life is being 

renewed. This is a different type of New Year, when the focus is on the beautiful world around us that Hashem 

There is a 
correspondence between the 
great heroes of Yisrael and 

their Yomim Tovim. Pesach, 
which represented the 
kindness of Hashem, is 
symbolized by Avrohom, who 
introduced kindness into the 

world. Similarly, Shavuos is 
symbolized by Yitzchok, 

Succos by Yaakov, and Rosh 

Chodesh by Dovid HaMelech. 

The purpose here is 
to understand why the Torah 
used the feminine form of the 
word for song (shira) and the 
feminine modifier (zos), rather 
than the masculine forms. He 
will do this using the ideas of 
contraction of the infinite 
down to the level of the finite, 
the “simplicity” of the will of 
the Creator, the original 
contemplation of the 
Children of Yisrael, His holy 
nation, and the four Worlds of 
“Emanation”, “Creation”, 
“Formation” and “Action”. 



created. At this time of year, rather than withdraw from the physical, we bask in it. Rather than our spirituality 

competing for space in our lives with the physical we imbue all the worldliness that surrounds us with holiness. 

In Nissan we affirm that “nature” is not a distraction from kedusha but rather a receptacle for it. We use 

the gifts that Hashem gave us: our homes, our families, our businesses, our health, our art and our talents, and 

even our weaknesses, all to serve Hashem with happiness. 

This is the secret of Rosh Chodesh Nissan. “Hashem took us out of Egypt in the month of spring…” 



When Jews Show Passion 

Dedicated by the Sitzer family in memory of their grandmother and my great aunt, Chaya Rachel bas Menashe Sitzer 

(née Haber) who left this world in 5735 (1975). She arrived in the United States from Europe in 1921 with three children (the 

fourth child was born in America) and a niece. Together with her husband, Yehuda Leib, she maintained a proper Jewish household 

and instilled a sense of Judaism in her children and grandchildren. She understood English but responded in Yiddish. Her favorite 

berocha to the grandchildren in Yiddish was that “mazal (luck) should always pursue us”. She insisted that we respond to the 

blessing by answering “Amen”. 

The Eastern gates to the Courtyard of the Bais HaMikdosh in Yerushalayim were called Shaarei Nikanor 

or the gates of Nikanor. They were beautiful, bronze structures that greeted the guests as they arrived from all 

over the Land. 

Why are they called “Gates of Nikanor”? Nikanor was a Greek general during the Chashmono’im era. 

When Antiochus’s nephew decided to remodel the Bais HaMikdosh, he used his resources to import artifacts 

from the best craftsmen in the known world. He commissioned his general Nikanor to travel to Alexandria of 

Egypt to have these bronze gates custom-made. Nikanor decided to transport the cumbersome gates by ship, 

and while out on his Mediterranean voyage they encountered a life-threatening storm. 

The general, seeing that the weight of the ship was too much to survive the storm, ordered one of the 

doors be thrown overboard. The storm, however, continued, and the boat rocked even more. The crew got 

ready to throw the next gate into the sea. Nikanor watched as the group hoisted the heavy bronze door into 

the air – and something happened. Nikanor ran to the gate and began to hug it. “If this gate goes into the sea, 

so do I.” The storm immediately subsided. Realizing what had just taken place, Nikanor began to cry over the 

first door that he had thrown overboard. When they finally reached the port of Acco and docked their ship, 

they found the missing door – under the ship – and promptly hung both doors in the Bais HaMikdosh. To 

remember this miracle the gates were called Shaarei Nikanor. (Talmud Yoma 38) 

What stopped the storm? The fact that the future gates to holiness were on board was not enough to 

ward off the storm. The doors wanted to be hugged! Yerushalayim wants to be hugged. Every gate, every 

passageway, every stone in Yerushalayim wants to be hugged. 

The initial reaction was to throw the doors to Yerushalayim overboard. Lives are at stake – don’t rock 

the boat! But that didn’t help; Yerushalayim works on a different level – if we love the doors, if we express our 

passion for them, they remain with us, even if it takes a miracle. 



“It was then that Moshe and the children of Yisrael sang out their song to Hashem” (Shemos 15:1). They 

had already seen miracles; Moshe had already had prophecies. They knew Hashem, but there had never been an 

outpouring of emotion until now. There was no passion. Finally they sang; finally Moshe sang. Hashem traveled 

from their minds to their hearts and all the malochim in Heaven sang along. When we read the Torah we read the 

Shira in the same tune as we read the Asseres HaDibros (Ten Commandments). The Commandments were an 

outpouring from Hashem; this song was an outpouring from Yisrael. “I am for my beloved and my beloved is 

for me.” 

I have often quoted the words of Rav J.B. Soloveitchik, describing the way he grew up. “The emotions 

that overtook me as a child (particularly around the High Holidays) stimulate me still today, and my whole 

Weltanschauung, my whole religious philosophy, is a result of this experience. Contemporary Orthodoxy is well-

grounded intellectually. In spite of this, however, its followers lack passion.” (Rav Soloveitchik in Days of Awe, 

p. 60) 

We are living in an at-risk time. Kids at risk, Yerushalayim at risk, marriage at risk, personal missions 

at risk. The truth is that Judaism itself will be at risk if we don’t all demonstrate some passion!  

My Rebbe, Rav Scheinberg, would often quote the words of Dovid HaMelech: “I have given Your Torah 

as an inheritance to my children because it is the joy of my heart.” Torah does not usually go down as an 

inheritance. I can be a great Torah scholar but that says nothing for my children. There is only one way that we 

can bequeath Torah to our children: when “it is the joy of my heart”. When we can take it from our minds to 

our hearts, when we can sing about it and when we can hug it – then it remains ours. 

 



 

There is a minhag to bake schlissel challa (schlissel means “key” in Yiddish) for the Shabbos after Pesach. 
Schlissel challos are best known as a segula for parnossa, though there are other reasons for it, as we will soon see. 
Some bake the challa with an actual key inside, some make the challa in the shape of a key and some put sesame 
seeds on top in the form of a key. There are those who make the challa flat to look like matzos. We will discuss 
this later on. The Ohev Yisrael says about schlissel challa that “the minhogim of our fathers are most definitely Torah”. 
There are many reasons given for this minhag of baking schlissel challa; we will go through some of them. (Some 
of the items written below can also be found in Ta’amei Minhogim, Nitei Gavriel, Sefer HaTodo’a and Minhag Yisrael 
Torah). 

First, the second mishna in Rosh HaShana says that on Pesach we are judged on the grains, parnossa. 
Rabbeinu Nissim asks: if we are judged on Rosh HaShana, then how are we judged on Pesach? He answers that 
on Pesach it is determined how much grain there will be in the coming year for the world, but on Rosh HaShana 
it is decided how much of that grain each individual receives. The Meiri, however, says that on Rosh HaShana it 
is decided if one will live or die, suffer or not and other such things, but Pesach is when we are judged on the 
grains. Based on this, there are customs in Sephardi communities to do things Motzo’ei Pesach as a sign that we 
want Hashem to give us livelihood. In Aram Soba (Syria) and Turkey, they put wheat kernels in all four corners 
of the house on Motzo’ei Pesach as a sign of prosperity for the coming year. (Moed L’Kol Chai - Rav Chaim Palagi, 
Bais HaBechira). From a mishna we already see that there is a connection between Pesach and parnossa. 



Reasons for Schlissel Challa 

1) In Shir HaShirim (which we read on Pesach) it says ִפְתִחי ִלי ֲאֹחִתי ַרְעָיִתי – “Open for Me, My sister, 
My beloved”. Chazal say that Hashem asks us to open up for Him a small hole like the tip of a needle and He 
will open up a huge hole for us. Also, Klal Yisrael is called a bride and they are called the bechina (aspect) of 
bread. During Pesach, all the upper gates and minds are open and after Pesach they close and we need to open 
them. Therefore, we put a key in the challa after Pesach to hint at us opening a small “hole”, through the mitzva 
of Shabbos (and, if I might add, the mitzva of challa), and now Hashem should open up all His goods from his 
storehouses and the heavens, like He gave the mon to our forefathers in the month of Iyar, and this Shabbos we 
bless the month of Iyar. 

2) After Pesach is when the mon stopped falling and we brought the Omer. From then on we needed to 
eat from the produce of the ground; we needed parnossa, since until now we had the mon. It is known that 
everything has a gate. Therefore, just as we daven to Hashem to open up the gates of parnossa, we have a minhag 
to put the form of a key on the challos to allude that Hashem should open up the gates of parnossa for us. 

3) During Sefira we count forty-nine days till Shavuos, the fiftieth day, which is the sha’arei bina. We go 
from gate to gate, and each gate has a key. That is why we make an image of a key on the challa. 

4) It says in Shir HaShirim 1:11 ּתֹוֵרי ָזָהב ַנֲעֶשה ָלְך ִעם ְנֻקּדֹות ַהָכֶסף – “We will make for you circlets of 
gold with spots of silver”. Regarding the Mishkon it says זהב וכסף ונחשת, putting zohov (gold) before kessef 
(silver). In Bereishis, regarding the creation of the world, the first day it says yehi ohr, which is chessed (represented 
by silver) and the second day represents gevura, which in turn represents gold. The reason is that regarding the 
creation of the world it was pure chessed, as is written: “The world was built on chessed” (Tehillim 89:3), and 
therefore chessed, which is representative of kessef, precedes gevura, which is representative of zohov. Regarding 
the Mishkon, however, Hashem had to, so-to-speak, contract (tzimtzum) the Shechina (Divine Presence) to dwell 
in it, and tzimtzum is from the aspect of gevura. Thus, zohov precedes kessef with regard to the Mishkon. However, 
the zohov written there has the nekuda (vowel sound) of a ַפַּתח (it has a pasach instead of the usual komatz). It says 

 also (the vowel) פתח and that is the nekuda of chessed – the nekuda of chochma. And ,(Shemos 38:24) ְזַהב ַהְּתנּוָפה
means “opening” like פתח ושער - from there comes all the kindness. Putting it all together, this that we say in 
Shir HaShirim ּתֹוֵרי ָזָהב ַנֲעֶשה ָלְך ִעם ְנֻקּדֹות ַהָכֶסף means that the Mishkon was made with zohov, the aspect of 
tzimtzum, but with the nekuda of kessef, meaning the word zohov, instead of having the usual vowel, komatz is 
written with the nekuda of pasach, which is chessed. And the Shabbos after Pesach is always in the second week of 
the Sefira, which is gevura, the aspect of zohov, except that it is menukod with kessef, nekudas pasach. Through this 
we say that we will open up all the gates of blessings, and since every gate has a מפתח (key), we make the image 
of a key on the challa. 

5) The previous four reasons are all brought by the Ohev Yisrael in Shabbos Achar Pesach and Likutim 
Parshas Shemini. There is a fifth reason brought by the Ohev Yisrael, also based on the pasuk  ּתֹוֵרי ָזָהב ַנֲעֶשה ָלְך ִעם
 connecting the Written and Oral Torah to challa. (See Ohev Yisrael, Shabbos Achar Pesach) ,ְנֻקּדֹות ַהָכֶסף

6) The matza we eat on Pesach is supposed to instill in us Yiras Hashem. And yira is compared to a key 
as we see from the following Gemora in Maseches Shabbos 31a–b: “Rabba bar Rav Huna said: Any person who has 
Torah but does not have Yiras Shomayim is comparable to a treasurer who has the keys to the inner parts (of the 
treasure house) but the keys to the outer area were not handed to him. How can he get to the inner parts (if he 
can’t first get into the outer parts)?” Therefore, we put a key in the challa the Shabbos after Pesach to show we 
want the yira obtained from the matzos to stay with us, because if one has yira then the Torah will stay attached 
to him. (Yismach Yisrael) 

7) The Rambam lists at the beginning of Hilchos Chometz U’matza that there are eight mitzvos (three 
positive and five negative) involved there. The key we put in the challa alludes to this Rambam: the letters of 



 is for matza; these allude to Hilchos מ׳ bread, representing the chometz” and פ״ת] פ״ת ח׳ מ׳צות spell (key) מפתח
Chometz U’matza, and the ח׳ is the eight mitzvos involved]. (Tzvi LaTzaddik) 

8) The Shabbos after Pesach we make challos that look like matzos, as an allusion to the matzos that were 
eaten on Pesach Sheini. And we put a key in it to allude to the “gates” being open until Pesach Sheini. (Imrei Pinchas) 

9) The minhag is to put keys in the challa and make them in the form of matzos. The reason is that in 
these seven weeks of Sefira we are supposed to work on our Avodas Hashem until we reach the level of the first 
night of Pesach. The way to do this is to put the “left into the right”, meaning mix the trait of ahava (right side) 
with yira (left side). In this second week of Sefira we have these two traits in our hands, since the first week of 
Sefira is chessed – ahava, and the second week is gevura – yira. That is why we make the challa look like matza. Matza 
is representative of the yetzer tov, the right, and chometz is representative of the yetzer hora, the left. Now, we have 
challos which are true chometz, in the form of matza; “the left is in the right”, chometz in matza. (She’eiris L’Pinchas) 

10) There are many reasons given for the schlissel challa, and I say that the schlissel challos are the keys to 
parnossa. (Segulas HaBeShT V’talmidov, quoting Nachlas Yaakov) 

11) The Yismach Yisrael cites the holy Kozhnitzer Maggid that the Shabbos after Pesach is called Geleh or 
Gilui Matzos! This is the Shabbos that reveals what the matzos have done. Eating matza which the Zohar calls 
Michla DeAsvasa or Michla DiMehaymenusa, the bread of healing and the bread of emuna and faith is supposed to 
ingrain something deep within us. You are what you eat; your body is made up of the building blocks of the 
nutrients from the food we ingest, digest and build from. Eating matza – unleavened bread of healing and faith 
– is supposed to change our biological, chemical and spiritual makeup and inject us with a dose of health and 
faith – truly a bread of asvasa – healing and mehaymenusa – faith. Thus after eating and living off matza for a week, 
the first Shabbos afterward the matzos are revealed and all the potential work they have instilled in us is actualized 
and we can observe the results.  

The Yismach Yisrael also uses this to explain our custom of using keys to knead challos also known as 
Schlissel Challa. Keys allude to Yiras Shomayim, fear and awe of Heaven, as in the teaching of Chazal (Gemora 
Shabbos 31) that whoever has acquired Torah learning, yet lacks Yiras Shomayim – fear and awe of Heaven – is 
compared by the Sages to someone who seeks to enter the king’s treasury. He has been given the keys of Torah 
to unlock the inner gates, but he is lacking the keys to the outer gates that he must unlock first (since he lacks 
Yiras Shomayim). How is he to enter without the outer keys?! Thus we see that awe, Yiras Shomayim, is compared 
to keys. Thus we can say that he who lacks these keys cannot enter the storehouses and treasuries of the Torah 
and the Torah cannot enter him either! Thus, when we knead our challos with the keys we are symbolically saying 
we are instilling Yiras Shomayim in our bread, and when we eat and partake of this bread, Yiras Shomayim will 
permeate us and our beings and essence as the matzos did. This Shabbos, the actualized potential of Yiras Shomayim 
from our matzos will be instilled and revealed in us.  

May Hashem help that it permeate ourselves and the lives of our families and loved ones, instilling in 
us all ahavaso veyiraso – love and awe of Hashem and Torah. Amen! 

Different ways of making Schlissel Challa 

As mentioned above (reasons 8, 9 and 11) there are those who make the challa  
round and flattish for this Shabbos, in the image of matza. 

Some make the challa in the shape of a key. Some attach a piece of dough in the shape of a key. Breslov 
Customs for Pesach (p. 57) says this is the minhag of the family of Rav Elozor Kenig and of Manistritch. 



Sefer HaTodo’a mentions making the image of a key with sesame seeds on top of the challa. These first 
three customs can, perhaps, be seen from the wording of the Ohev Yisrael in one place where he says we put the 
image of a key on the challa. 

Some place an actual key in the challa. Perhaps this is done because of the wording in many places 
implying that one should indent the challa with a key. 

Either way it is done, the key or image of the key is usually on top. An interesting observation about 
this: the Gemora quoted by the Yismach Yisrael (reason 6), about the key, is at the top of daf 31b. At the bottom 
of the daf is the mishna mentioning the women’s mitzva of challa. Here the key is on top and the challa on the 
bottom. 

Conclusion 

The Gemora in Ta’anis says that there are three keys that Hashem controls directly, without the assistance 
of malochim. They are: rain, which the Gemora explains is parnossa; childbirth (or conception); and Techias 
HaMeisim (Resurrection of the Dead). If I may humbly add, when we are making the challa we should have in 
mind the parnossa of others as well, those who don’t have children and most importantly daven for Techias 
HaMeisim. 

Either way one performs this minhag, they are all correct and all have holy sources. When I started 
writing this I did not realize how much information there was on this minhag which is done only once a year. I 
learned a valuable lesson. Every minhag and of course every mitzva has many holy reasons behind it and it is not 
done just because someone decided that it was a nice thing to do, as some say. The more I looked into schlissel 
challa, the more I found in seforim written by Rabbonim who were geonim in every part of Torah, nistar and nigleh, 
and Tzaddikim in every respect, “between Hashem and man” and “between man and man”. They were able to 
understand reasons for every little action we do as a way of serving Hashem. May we all be blessed with parnossa 
berevach together with all of Klal Yisrael. 

Note: It is said in the name of Rav Dovid of Tolna that one should make sure the dough separated as 
challa is burnt completely until no part of it is edible. In addition to being the ideal way to burn the challa, he 
says that if a dovor tomei eats the unburned challa, it can cause one’s children to go off the derech, chas v’sholom. 

The segula that I received from my Rebbe, the Clevelander Rebbe, Shlit”a, of Ra’anana, is that on the first 
Shabbos after Pesach you “knead the challa dough” with a key. In fact, that is the custom recorded and found in 
the sefer Ohev Yisrael of the Apta Rebbe. Our custom is (I wash the key first in soap and hot water) to knead the 
challa dough and poke the key into the dough while reciting the “open the she’orim” tefillos found in most zemiros 
benschers at the end of the zemiros for Melave Malka, where we ask Hashem to open many gates for us. Other 
people I have seen also bake a key shape on the challa, but I didn’t receive any such tradition. 

The Ohev Yisrael says: 

לשבת שאחר הפסח המנהג הוא מימים קדמונים לנקוב את החלות בשבת שלאחר פסח במפתחות, ונעשה על החלה צורת 
 מפתח.

In at least three other places the Ohev Yisrael uses similar wording to ונעשה על החלה צורת מפתח. This is 
probably where the minhag of some to bake a key shape image on the challa comes from.





 

 

 

 

 והבוטח בה’ חסד יסובבנו!!!
 

Chag Kosher V’Sameach! 





