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“Do not close your hand” – ""לא תקפוץ את ידך  
Baruch Hashem, my son became engaged to a girl from Eretz Yisroel. 
We got on the first plane to Israel to finalize the details and arrange 
the Tannaim. My husband returned to the United States the night of 
the engagement and I remained in Eretz Yisroel for a few days to take 
care of some small details. 
I packed my things to leave the hotel room, and I looked for the 
envelope with $5,000 that we brought for the expenses of the 
shidduch. I looked through all my things and I could not find the 
bundle of money. My son, the chassan, helped me search and we 
went through all the bags and suitcases three times without success. 
My son reassured me that it seemed that his father took the money 
back with him to the States but to verify this I had to wait two hours 
until his plane landed in the United States and I could call him.  
I paid for our stay at reception and I asked that I could stay in the 
room for a few hours so that I could search again thinking that 
perhaps my husband hid the money somewhere in the hotel room. 
They agreed to my request and nervously tried to reach my husband 
every few minutes with the hope that he had already landed. 
After several tense hours, my husband answered and said that he did 
not hide the money anywhere, rather, he gave me the money. I did 
not want to stress my husband, so I told him that I did not want to 
unpack the suitcases before knowing whether he had the money or 
not. Now that I had tried everything and I did not find the money I was 
at a loss as to what to do. I asked Hashem to help me find the money. 
Just then I remembered that I had received a phone message from a 
respected family looking to arrange an emergency loan and I did not 
have the time to respond to this, and the truth was that I also did not 
respond since I needed the money myself. I listened to the message 
again and they were asking for a loan of $5,000 for a short time, the 
exact amount that I lost. 
I immediately promised the Creator of the World that if I found the 
money I would give them the loan. With difficulty and my 
commitment, I took out a garment from the suitcase that I had already 
checked six times without exaggeration and I saw the money laying 
there right before my eyes, and I could not believe my eyes. However, 
here I must insert a detail that is not so nice, since only three seconds 
passed between my promise and finding the money I was not sure if 
this was connected to my promise or not. 
My son who heard my commitment and now my dilemma was 
respectfully concerned that I respond immediately to the others, and I 
told them that as soon as I returned to the United States I would take 
care of the loan as promised. They responded happily and told me 
that they had no words to thank and that they were released from an 
enormous pressure that they were under.                                     .ג.ש    

 

Yisro-The Father-in-law of Moshe – חותן משה-יתרו  
During the period when the violent, oppressive land barons 
ruled, there was a land baron who controlled a large tract of 
land and since he ran many business ventures and he owned 
much property he brought his two sons in to help him run his 
businesses. The land baron divided his estate between his two 
sons and he placed each one of them in charge over a half and 
to administer it. One son was good-hearted and he was 
concerned about the residents living in his part of the estate, 
their concerns were his concern, and he always tried to side 
with them in all matters, and even if someone was late with 
the rent he did not act badly towards them rather, he was 
patient with them. In contrast to this, his brother was very 
wicked and he conducted himself with great cruelty to his 
residents and he was even cruel to his helpers, he would not 
stand for any lateness in payment and he completely hid 
himself from their needs and hardships, most of which derived 
from him… 
Behold, as the world turns, one clear day the land baron was 
suspected of crimes and he was thrown into prison. The 
government confiscated all his property and his family was 
tossed into the gutter like dogs with no mercy and they were 
dispossessed from all their belongings and their stature. Even 
the fortune of the two sons did not help them and they were 
released from all their responsibilities and they were left 
without the clothing on their backs and they lost everything. In 
truth, the one who was left without a roof over his head was 
the wicked brother, as everyone was happy to be rid of him. 
However, the brother who was a good person, he was 
surrounded by people who loved him and were happy to return 
the favor to him and stand by his side and so, he found a 
suitable job with a nice salary. 
The first words in our parsha are 'וישמע יתרו חותן משה' – ‘Yisro, 
the father-in-law of Moshe heard’, and Rashi explains ‘here 
Yisro felt himself honored through Moshe, “I am the father-in-
law of the king” while in the past Moshe attributed the 
greatness to his father-in-law as it says, “and he returned to 
Yisro, his father-in-law”’. We see from here the extent that a 
person should not be proud of his greatness, for what is a man, 
today you are here and tomorrow you are there, and we have 
heard of people who in one moment have been lowered from 
their greatness or just the opposite, ordinary people who in a 
moment they have risen to greatness. 
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates that he once asked one of the 
Tzadikei HaDor how is it that he was not afraid that he would 
have thoughts of haughtiness? The Gadol replied, ‘What do I 
have to be proud of, I know that all the Torah that I have 
learned and the seforim that I have written are gifts from the 
Creator?!                                                             - Tiv HaTorah - Yisro   

 



 

 

 בנתיבות האמונה

In the paths of faith 

 
עתה ידעתי כי גדול ה' מכל האלהים כי בדבר אשר זדו עליהם: ויקח 

יתרו חתן משה עלה וזבחים לאלקים ויבא אהרן וכל זקני ישראל 
יב(-)יח:יאלאכל לחם עם חתן משה לפני האלקים:   

Now I know that Hashem is greater than all the gods, for with 
that which they schemed against them. Yisro, the father-in-law 
of Moshe, took an olah-offering and peace-offerings for Hashem, 
and Aharon and all the elders of Israel came to eat bread with 
the father-in-law of Moshe before Hashem. (18:11-12) 
Behold, since our Torah is eternal, then aside from the simple 
meaning and intent of the words that are included in it there are 
also many hints that apply to all generations, and it is incumbent 
on each and every generation to contemplate and understand 
that which is hinted in it that applies to its time. In particular, we 
refer to the words in these stories that are written in the Torah 
because the simple meaning has no relevant teaching. There is no 
topic of ‘Torah’ which is an expression of 'הוראה' – ‘teaching’ do it 
must be that these words hint to us teachings and ways of life, 
which teach a person and help him choose a path according to the 
influence of the Torah, and to advise him on how to cope with the 
obstacles that the Inclination stands in his way to challenge him. 
Even in our parsha with these events before us have life lessons 
that enlighten the way of the person, for behold the words of 
Yisro ‘that Hashem is greater than all the gods’ we see that it still 
not clear for him that there was absolutely no substance in any of 
the gods, however, in his mind he thought that even if there was 
some substance to them they were placed under the domain of 
Above, since HaKadosh Baruch Hu is greater than all the gods, but 
not that they have no substance. As long as he held onto that 
influence he was still in the category of heretic and agnostic, since 
the main tenet of faith is that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is unique and 
there is no uniqueness like His in any way and that He alone 
made, makes and will make everything. There is no power aside 
from Hashem Yisbarach, and even if we do not take the words to 
their simple meaning, Yisro had to be a complete believer since he 
investigated all the religions in the world and there was no 
idolatry that he had worshipped, and he was not like those who 
ventured after their Inclinations, rather, he had a strong curiosity 
to attain the truth, so he checked and investigated the nature of 
every religion, and since this was so, he was forced to see and 
recognize their nothingness, yet, he still retained some minute 
remnant of substance which is why he spoke as he did. 
Since this is apparent from the events before us, we can explain 
as well that which is written afterwards as advice on how to purify 
our faith. Since he was very respected among the nations, and 
even so he was concerned for his honor and he forsook all the 
gods to join the Chosen Nation, this put him in the category of 
purification of which our Chachamim z”l have said helped him. 
Therefore, Moshe saw that it was appropriate to teach him the 
ways of life and how to achieve clear and pure faith without any 
contamination and when he came to the true realization that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is G-d and there is no one aside from Him. 
In order to explain the intent of the words we must first introduce the 
great principle of faith, that is, that this world is the world of secrets, and 
we practically cannot feel a true sense or substance of the Creator 
Yisbarach Shemo, for the illumination of Yisbarach in this world is greatly 
reduced, and this was the purpose established at creation. This was done 
to establish free will and challenge and if the illumination of Yisbarach 
shone and one could sense it, there would be no concept of challenge to 
go against the word of Hashem Yisbarach, for who would be so brazen to        
  
 

rebel against His word when one can literally recognize that there is 
a Master and a Ruler, however, since these things are not obvious, 
then the reality of ‘to go against the word of Hashem Yisbarach’ 
applies rachmana litzlan. The only thing that stands for a person at a 
time of challenge is faith and awe as per his ability. 
However, so that a person can merit the illumination of faith it is 
incumbent upon him to purify the material, for the reality is that the 
mundane is due to the hiddenness and lack of faith, for the very 
existence of the world complex due to the mundane and this blocks 
the illumination of Yisbarach, and so long as a person pursues the 
mundane it is a sign that his faith is not clear and pure, since he 
connects himself to something that contradicts faith. However, 
when one clarifies himself and shakes off the mundane from himself, 
he reveals the spark of G-dliness within him, and automatically he is 
aroused to have faith in Hashem Yisbarach. We see this matter by 
Pharaoh, for after he was very steeped in the mundane ‘the 
lewdness of Egypt’ therefore, it was not possible to believe that 
there is a Ruler of the world, until it reached a point until he felt that 
he himself had the ability, and he said (Yechezkel 29:3), ורי ואני 'לי יא

 Mine is my river, and I have made myself powerful’, that‘ – עשיתני'
is, he made everything dependent on the mundane. From his point 
of view he only saw the mundane powers and he only believed in 
them and since he himself was so steeped in the mundane 
therefore, he made everything dependent on his strength and might, 
until finally he said (5:2), 'מי ה' אשר אשמע בקולו' - ‘Who is Hashem 
that I should heed His voice’ there is no reality that there is a G-dly 
power that rules over everything, and since  ''לא ידעתי את ה'- ‘I do 
not know Hashem’ therefore, 'גם את ישראל לא אשלח' – ‘nor will I 
send out Israel’, HaKadosh Baruch Hu was forced to demonstrate 
faithful plagues to show him that everything is dependent on the 
Power of Above, until he was forced to admit this. However, the 
person who refines himself from mundane matters, and even those 
things that he must do he does for the Name of Heaven, this is a 
person who has attained the illumination of faith, and through the 
power of his clear faith he stands strongly against all temptations 
and challenges. 
The truth of the matter is that the Torah states this expressly 
(Bamidbar 15:39) למען תזכרו 'ולא תתורו אחרי לבבכם ואחרי עיניכם ...

'ועשיתם את כל מצותי והייתם קדושים לאלקיכם  – ‘you shall not stray 
after your heart and after your eyes… so that you may remember 
and perform all My commandments and be holy to your G-d’ as this 
posuk speaks about the mundane that the soul of a person clings to 
and as is stated (Bamidbar Rabbah 17:7) ‘the heart and the eyes are 
two sentries for sin, the eye sees and the heart craves’ and the Torah 
states that a person must separate himself from these matters so 
that he can merit ‘and perform all My commandments and be holy 
to your G-d’ for only through the refinement of the mundane can a 
person earn the clear faith which stands him on his feet and gives 
him strength to not be enticed by the Inclination which seeks to turn 
him away from Hashem Yisbarach and to stop him from performing 
mitzvos rachmana litzlan. 
Moshe taught this to his father-in-law, Yisro, for when he saw that his faith 
was still not complete, he wanted to teach him how to refine the mundane, 
for Moshe knew that this would be the only way for Yisro to earn clear faith. 
Therefore, when Yisro saw fit to sacrifice an olah-offering and other 
sacrifices to Hashem Yisbarach, he went with all of Israel to eat bread 
‘before Hashem’ and to show him how it is incumbent on a person to 
sanctify himself with that which is permitted to him, and to only eat for the 
sake of Heaven, and to do so with the other things hinted at in the ‘bread’ 
just for the sake of Heaven, as this teaches a person that by removing 
oneself from the mundane he merits clear faith. 
   
 


