
                                                                                                                     

 
“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took each of them his 

censer, and put fire therein, and laid incense thereon, and offered 

strange fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them.   

And there came forth fire from before the LORD, and devoured 

them, and they died before the LORD.”(From this week’s Torah 

portion, Shemini, Leviticus 10: 1-2)                                                

“And when they came to the threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah put 

forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen 

stumbled.  And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; 

and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark 

of God.”(From this week’s haftorah, Samuel B, 6:6-7)                      

It turns out that the holy service of G-d is a very exacting 

undertaking. Even if you are completely righteous and have only 

good intentions, it is best to strictly adhere to instructions – and 

then, after a lot of study and experience – to approach holiness.      

The sons of Aaron brought a foreign offering, which G-d did not 

command them to do. But why did they have to die? Isn’t there 

more than one way to be a Jew?                                                       

And Uzzah? King David also couldn’t understand why he was 

killed. All that he wanted to do was to save the Ark of the Covenant 

from falling after the oxen stumbled. He paid for it with his life.       

The holy service of G-d is not about personal whims – even if they 

stem from positive intentions. Today, a person who decides to serve 

G-d in a way that was not commanded (in other words, to serve 

himself) has nothing to worry about. No fire will descend from the 

heavens to burn him. G-d will not suddenly appear and smite him. 

But the fact that G-d is concealed does not mean that He does not 

exist. We must always remember that we work for Him, and He 

does not work for us. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Moshe Feiglin 

 

 

The soldier in Hebron shouldn’t have had to pull the trigger and kill 

the terrorist who had just attempted to murder his comrade. The 

officers in the area should have done so, and the order should have 

come from the Chief of Staff, the Minister of Security, and the 

Prime Minister. It should have been an order that was as clear as 

day and made public to all. Allow me to explain:                                

The seminal event that brought about the establishment of the State 

of Israel was the Holocaust, in which Jewish lives were considered 

worthless, or less. This view was held not only by the Nazis and 

their accomplices, but by the entire world. The Americans and 

British did not bother to waste even one or two bombs to halt the 

death industry and save Jewish lives. In other words, Hitler’s 

speeches and the culture that he created, which negated the right of 

Jewish existence, filtered down and strongly influenced the world – 

both actively and passively. The entire existence of the State of 

Israel was designed - first and foremost – to reverse this reality.       

It is important to note that the State of Israel has always based its 

right to exist on this very point; on the restoration of the right of the 

Jews to exist and the natural legitimacy of Jewish lives. Holocaust 

Museum Yad Vashem, which exhibits what happens to Jews bereft 

of a state, has become our ultimate Holy Temple, which every 

visiting foreign dignitary must visit to pay his respects.                      

Ensuring national existence, however, is nothing more than the 

foundation for the actualization of our national destiny. After two 

generations of avoidance of our destiny, our existence also becomes 

meaningless and loses its legitimacy. That is how, slowly but 

surely, the life of the enemy becomes more important than the lives 

of our citizens and soldiers. Like Alice in Wonderland, the more 

that we flee our destiny for the imagined safety of jet fighters, 

submarines and flak jackets – the more we find ourselves bereft of 

existential legitimacy, returning to the place from which we fled - 

the place where Jewish lives become cheaper by the day.                  

For years, I tried to convince Ya’alon and Netanyahu that Israel 

must attack Iran. First of all, because of Ahmadinijad’s calls for the 

destruction of Israel and only second because of the technical 

security problem that the Iranian bomb creates. I explained time 

and again that the Holocaust did not begin in 1939, when the war 

broke out. It began in 1933, with the rise of the Nazis to power and 

the speeches made by the leader of the German nation calling for 

the destruction of the Jews. Those speeches were the beginning of 

the process of delegitimization of Jewish existence.                          

The red line undermining the legitimacy of existence of the Jews 

was crossed again by the Iranian Holocaust deniers. The entire 
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world expected the State that had been born on the ashes of 

Auschwitz to respond with fury. To emphasize just this point, 

Ahmadinijad took the trouble to make an open speech calling for 

Israel’s destruction right at our border fence. ‘I will call for their 

destruction and they will not harm me, because they themselves 

recognize and cooperate with the negation of their own legitimacy; 

with the process of their destruction,’ his actions said.                     

My attempts to convince Israel’s leaders failed. The result is that 

those words have remained in the air and we feel their effect. Just 

like Germany in the 1930s, Iran, which calls for the destruction of 

the Jews, has remained a legitimate and courted member of the UN. 

Israel’s status and the legitimacy of Jewish existence are 

dissipating. Ultimately, Iran will have the bomb (which, as above, 

is the secondary danger after the delegitimization).                         

The brandished knife or scissors, received on our part with moral 

hesitation, achieve the same effect as Ahmadinijad’s words. They 

undermine the right of all the Jews to exist. It is once again 

legitimate to slaughter a Jew, simply because he is a Jew. It is still 

permissible to harm the terrorist, but only on the basis of the value 

of self-defense – because the terrorist – is ‘just’. Our ‘ethical’ rigor 

over the terrorist’s ‘rights’ confirms the world’s conviction that we 

also understand that this Land belongs to the terrorist and that he is 

the good guy in this story.                                                                    

The result is that very quickly, the self-defense principle also stops 

working for us. It is also forbidden to harm a terrorist. All we can 

do is try to shoot down the missile that he shot – and only while it 

is still in the air. We all understand that this is the way to lose. And 

then, even if we retreat from all the territory and give them flowers 

all day long – nobody will come to help us. Our friendly neighbors 

will always be forgiven and even liked after they slaughter us.         

Ahmadinijad and the knife-wielding terrorist from Hebron are on 

the same axis. Both challenge the right of the Jews for sovereign 

existence (essentially, the right to exist). Please do not be confused. 

This is not a national territorial dispute. We have no common 

border with Iran and the last thing that the Arabs of Hebron want is 

a state. (Did you ever hear of a Jordanian soldier stabbed in Hebron 

before 1967? But you did hear that 67 Jews were slaughtered in 

Hebron in 1929 – before the State of Israel was established.)            

We are dealing with the negation of the legitimacy of Jewish 

sovereignty of any type on the face of the earth, and particularly, in 

the Middle East. In this respect, the scissors in the hands of the 

Arab teenager are more dangerous than the Iranian bomb. In 

Western culture, which associates morality with weakness, the 

scissors are much more convincing and thus negate our legitimacy 

more than the atomic bomb.                                                               

This is not a national territorial war, a war of interests between two 

nations with similar cultures; a war in which rules of engagement, 

such as the Geneva Convention, can exist. This is not a war that 

ends with the victory of one of the sides or with a compromise. 

This is a war of total destruction, bereft of any ethical rules. It is a 

war in which the pre-meditated slaughter of women and children is 

acceptable and desirable – and viewed as legitimate, while we, who 

tie our own hands and endanger our soldiers in our quest for 

‘morality’ are always marked as the bad guys.  Why? 

Because this is the most dangerous evil. It is confusing evil, 

without tanks and jets. It is evil that does not strike with armed 

force. It is evil that searched for and found our greatest weakness: 

our lost sense of the justice of our cause. When you breach just the 

tiniest of openings and give it legitimacy – you have fallen down a 

slippery slope and lost everything.                                                    

Everything.                                                                                         

We tried to evade our destiny and exchange justice for ethicality. 

Time and again we make the open-fire rules more stringent. We 

sacrifice hundreds of soldiers in our failed attempt to win some 

legitimacy in the merit of our ‘ethicality’. We do not attack 

civilians. We do not shoot at mosques. We send our sons into the 

alleyways and tunnels – we will not bomb from the air and we will 

not turn off electricity and water. We try to maintain all the rules of 

the Western world – and we have remained the ‘bad guys’ in this 

story.   Why?                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Because it is impossible to exchange justice for ethicality. Even 

worse, when you surrender your destiny (and your justice in the 

process) and base your entire existence on ‘the ethical code’, then 

you are tested there and only there – on the ethical playing field. 

But the ethical playing field is really a killing field. To remain 

there, we pay with the blood of our soldiers and civilians. The only 

way to get off the killing field is to fight back with the same 

weapons. At the moment that Ahmadinijad says that Israel must be 

destroyed –his life must become illegitimate. Israel should have 

eliminated him. If a knife wielding terrorist comes to murder Jews, 

he must be eliminated immediately. His life has become 

illegitimate. He must be eliminated with no strings attached to the 

ethical killing field (which, in its current context, is patently 

unethical) upon which he hides.                                                            

The elimination must be immediate, on the spot, with no courtroom 

proceedings. Elimination of the terrorist is vital because he 

exchanges the challenge and question mark over the legitimacy of 

Jewish existence with a clear exclamation point. Any other 

procedure provides a shred of legitimacy and the slippery slope 

waits at its threshold.                                                                           

A terrorist must never live to the day of his trial – even if he were 

to receive the death penalty at its end. A judicial proceeding raises 

him up to the level of a partner in the discussion, and thus, his 

claim must be evaluated. Maybe we really don’t have the right to 

live…We’ll let the judges decide.                                                     

There are situations and planes upon which the court has no place. 

War is clearly such a situation. The war in which we currently find 

ourselves is the most difficult and subtle of all of Israel’s wars.   
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