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Buffalo Wings 
Shechting a Buffalo on Yom Tov  

 

After a hectic day, Mrs. Berger commented to 

her husband, “Pesach is coming up soon. Life is so 

busy and stressful in the city. I wish we could get 

away from it all.”  

“We can take the entire family and fly to Africa 

for Pesach. We will rent an RV, and bring along our 

Pop-up Shul (see Excitement 

in Halacha: Pop-Up-Shul).” 

“Great idea,” enthused an 

excited Mrs. Berger. “Let us 

invite your brother Berel and 

his family too. The kids will 

have so much fun with their 

cousins.” 

“A perfect plan,” 

responded Rabbi Berger. “Then we will have a 

minyan with all the boys. We will buy land there 

which is a more easier and available option than 

renting.” 

They packed, flew, and landed in Africa. They 

even brought live hens in case they needed more 

chicken. Rabbi Berger also brought along his 

shechitah knife, which he checked before Yom Tov 

(Rema 498:1).   

While traveling to the arranged campsite in the 

rented RV, Yossi asked his twin brother Baruch, 

“What is in that black case in the back of our 

camper?” 

“I was wondering the same thing. I asked 

Mommy and she told me that Tatty said it is a 

surprise for the trip.”  

The campgrounds were on a plain in the middle 

of nowhere. All they could see in the distance were 

the African savannas. While the families settled 

down, Rabbi Berger took out the Berger Electric 

Automatic Shovel/Tiller (BEAST) which he had 

brought along (see Excitement in Halacha: Where 

Have All the Flowers Gone). 

After some mathematical 

calculations, he set the dials 

on the machine and the 

shovel started to work by 

itself. To everyone’s 

wonderment it dug a very 

deep ditch around their 

campsite. 

Meanwhile, as they were 

doing their last minute preparations, Binyamin 

exclaimed, “Oh my, there is a buffalo charging 

towards our campgrounds. Maybe it feels we are 

intruding into its domain.”  

Bang! 

“It fell into Tatty’s moat. We are saved!” 

exclaimed Shmuli. “The ditch that Tatty made to 

protect us from the wild animals really works.” 

“Boys, it’s time to go to shul,” Rabbi Berger said 

as he left the camper. 

“Look Tatty,” pointed out Yossi. “A buffalo fell 

into the ditch you made.” 

“Oh, that’s one mighty animal! Eye those horns, 

the shape and its posture. This is a wisent buffalo. 
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We will make good use of it,” responded Rabbi 

Berger cryptically. 

After the Seder night and davening the next 

morning, Shmuli noticed, “The buffalo is still in the 

ditch running around in circles.”   

“If an animal falls into a pit on Yom Tov, 

doesn’t the halacha permit, to bring it up to be 

shechted (Mishnah Brurah 498:57)?” questioned 

Yehoshua respectfully.  

 

Rabbi Berger started to explain to his boys, 

“The buffalo has split hoofs and 

chews its cud.1 Some opinions say 

the buffalo is a כוי which is an animal 

which the chachamim didn’t decide 

if it is a chayah or beheimah (Darkei 

Moshe YD 28:1; Gra YD 28:7).” 

“This is a problem, since inside 

a beheimah there are fats that are 

prohibited to be eaten. However, 

these same fats are permitted in a 

chayah. On the other hand, 

regarding a chayah there is an 

obligation to cover its blood after it 

is slaughtered, which is not required 

by a beheimah. Since we don’t know 

if the buffalo is a chayah or a beheimah, it has the 

stringencies of both. Its fats are prohibited, like 

that of a beheimah, and one needs to do kisuy 

hadam like that of a chayah (Rema YD 28:4; Yorah 

Deah 80:1, 5).”  

                                                           
1
 Some say the buffalo is a type of cow called מריא (Livush 

28:4; Kaf Hachaim 28:22).” “Others say it is the chaya 

called a תאו (Tosefta Kilayim 1:6 according Rav Yosi). Even 

though an animal has the signs of a kosher animal that it 

has split hoofs and chews its cud. Some say to eat that 

specific animal there needs to be a tradition passed down 

from the chachamim of the previous generation (Chazon 

Ish Yorah Deah 11:4-5). Others say it is not necessary 

(Shulchon Halevi 19:1). The European buffalo called 

Wisent has a mesorah (Shulchon Halevi 19:1 based on 

Rema YD 28:4; Gra YD 28:7). Therefore, according to all 

opinions, the Wisent buffalo is permitted to be eaten. 

“However, on Yom Tov, we have a problem to 

cover the buffalo’s blood, as people would think 

that it is definitely considered a chayah if the 

chachamim necessitated doing the effort of taking 

dirt to do kisuy hadam. People might come to eat 

its forbidden fats. During the week, after shechting 

a chayah, an onlooker, who sees him taking dirt 

from the field to cover its blood, will think he is 

just making holes in his field. Therefore, we can’t 

shecht the buffalo on Yom Tov (Bei’ah 8b; Gra YD 

28:7; Darchei Tshuvah YD 28:34). We will feed the 

buffalo over Yom Tov while it is still in the moat.”  

When Chol Hamoed came, Rabbi Berger took 

out from the black case what looked like an airplane 

wing with wheels underneath. It had seatbelts on 

top of it with straps hanging from the 

center bottom of it.  

“I was planning to belt the 

children onto this wing and run while 

pulling these ropes to give a chol 

hamoed ride for the kids. Instead we 

will lasso the straps onto the animal 

horns, and it will do all the 

schlepping while running inside its 

tunnel. We can call this new 

invention Buffalo Wings. Maybe, 

during chol hamoed we will shecht it 

to have a unique flavor of meat for 

the second days of Yom Tov.”   

“Is it permitted to shecht a buffalo 
on Yom Tov?” asked Yossi 

incredulously.  
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