
Torah leaders of Klal Yisrael, the teachers of Torah 
within our people who disseminate the Oral Torah. 
Standing up against them meant standing up against 
Torah Sheb’al Peh, Rachmana litzlan. If that is the case, 
then there was a clear statement at Ma’amad Har 
Sinai that they themselves heard, that those who 
oppose the Torah will be buried! Thus, immediately 
upon the great atrocity of Korach and his people, the 
ground opened up and swallowed them. 

 The second answer of Rav Chaim Kaufman zt”l 
is: The Torah teaches us in Parashas Bihaaloscha that 
Moshe Rabbeinu was more humble than any man 
upon the entire earth. Korach claimed that Moshe 
was ‘raising himself up’ over everyone else by being 
their leader. The Torah, however, says clearly that he 
was just the opposite - more humble than everyone 
else in the world. If Korach said that Moshe was 
higher than others, it meant that someone had to be 
under the earth for him to be considered above him! So 
Korach was punished by having to go into the earth 
itself, to clearly show that Moshe did not raise 
himself above anyone on earth! 

 Although these three explanations are very dif-
ferent, there is one common theme: Nothing happens 
haphazardly, and whatever amount of explanations 
we might give for the reasons behind Korach’s very 
unique demise, we will never fully understand the 
cheshbonos of Hashem, but the reasons we do have 
help give us a glimpse behind the deeds of Hashem. 
Korach was a very great man who made a very great 
error. That error had to remain as an eternal lesson 
for our people, so the Torah elaborates on it to help 
us internalize its truths into our bones forever. 

 One of those truths is the keen awareness of re-
ward and punishment and how those who dare to 
oppose any aspect of Torah will never be victorious 
at the end. Those whose righteousness stands before 
them, forever loyal to Hashem’s Word, will remain as 
the true servants of Hashem. 

 May Hashem help us to truly absorb all of the 
eternal lessons Korach’s Parasha teaches us, forever. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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 An earthquake is one of the most fierce and 
awesome wonders within nature. Literally from one 
moment to the next, the ground that Hashem 
created at the time of Creation shifts, moves, and 
transforms the solid earth into a gaping hole of 
enormous proportions!  

 Although throughout history earthquakes have 
had catastrophic effects and have changed lives 
forever, nothing compares to the effects of the 
greatest and most powerful ‘earthquake’ in history, 
one that was already created during twilight of the 
very first Erev Shabbos. That is, the trembling of the 
earth that took place in our Parasha, which swal-
lowed Korach and his people. All those that joined 
in the fight against Moshe and Aharon were taken 
underground by that exceedingly fearful change of the 
earth’s character, one that left its eternal mark on 
our people. 

 The question is, however, what was the middah 
k’neged middah of this punishment? Before we peer 
into two incredible explanations of the Mishchas 
Shemen by Rav Chaim Kaufman zt”l, we must men-
tion the most obvious explanation, from Rav 
Avigdor Miller zt”l: Korach opened his mouth to speak 
against two of the greatest people of the generation, so 
Hashem caused the earth to open its mouth to him as well! 

 Although this answer surely encompasses a lot, 
the Mishchas Shemen offers two other answers as 
well: When Klal Yisrael stood at Har Sinai, Hashem 
lifted the mountain above them like a barrel and 
said, “If you accept the Torah then good, but if not, 
there will be your burial place.”  

 It is clear from the words of Chazal and the 
Mefarshim that the lifting of the mountain above Klal 
Yisrael was specifically in reference to Torah Sheb’al 
Peh and not the Written Torah. Considering this, 
the statement of ‘there will be your burial place’ is 
specifically talking about the Oral Torah, and what 
happens, chas v’shalom, to those who refuse to accept 
it. 

 Korach and his followers rose up against the 


