
 
 

would be possible would be if Yaakov put on Eisav’s 
coat – because Yaakov himself could not utter the 
slightest nuance of untruth, and only by wearing his 
brother’s clothing would he be able to accomplish this 
avodah that was now incumbent upon him! 

Such is the influence of our deeds on everything 
around us!  

My yedid nefesh, Reb Chaim Stern shared with 
me a true and remarkable story: Rav Don Segal shlita 
is an extremely holy man and he is careful not to 
sleep on any mattress that another person has slept 
on beforehand.  

Hosting him at their home one Shabbos, a family 
made a special trip to a store to purchase a new 
mattress for their illustrious guest. After setting 
everything up beautifully they were shocked to find 
out that, for some reason, Rav Don did not end up 
sleeping in the bed the whole night.  

When they inquired about it, Rav Don politely 
apologized but said that when he lay down he felt 
that the bed had actually been used before him. The 
family immediately went back to the store that they 
had purchased it from and inquired whether or not 
this mattress was actually new. To their shock, the 
people admitted that although relatively new, the 
mattress had actually been used once before - and 
they failed to tell them that initially. 

A tzaddik of Rav Don Segal’s caliber was able to 
sense what no one else could have ever known. 

From all of the above we must learn and be in-
spired to realize that what we do is very real, and both the good 
and, chas v’shalom, the opposite are affecting the heavens above 
and even the mundane below. We do not live in a vacuum, 
and even if our sensitivities are not attuned to pick up 
the influence, we must implicitly know and believe that 
the spiritual realm is far more real than anything 
physical. Every deed is eternal and valuable. May 
Hashem bless us and help us to truly only do His will, 
now and forever. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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In the sefer Simchas Hatorah, Rav Simcha 
Scheps zt”l brings a very powerful story. 

When the Maharal was in the city of Nikols-
burg, a sefer of chiddushei Torah was brought to 
him to look at. When it came close to him he said 
that ‘the sefer smells of Avodah Zarah!’ The people 
were bewildered by the Maharal’s comment and 
began to look into the matter. 

In the course of their investigation they found 
out that the wealthy person who had sponsored 
the sefer had become rich by selling certain rare 
and exquisite stones; and after researching the 
matter they found out that those stones were 
actually used for Avodah Zarah! Thus, the money 
that went into this sefer had been tainted by 
Avodah Zarah, and a tzaddik like he holy Maharal 
was able to sense that! 

Rav Scheps uses this amazing story to illustrate 
the powerful influence that one’s spirituality has on 
even the mundane, and the contrast of this story in 
comparison to an incident in our Parasha. 

The Torah tells us how Yaakov Avinu walked in-
to the room of Yitzchok Avinu wearing the coat of his 
brother Eisav. As soon as he entered, our forefather 
Yitzchok was able to smell the scent of Gan Eden. 
Rashi comments on the fact that this coat was made of 
goat hairs which usually have a bad smell, yet it took 
on the aroma of Gan Eden due to the righteousness of its 
wearer. 

On the one hand, you can have chiddushei Torah that had 
within them a fragrance of Avodah Zarah, and lihavdil, a foul 
smelling coat that now smelled of Gan Eden. Such is the 
powerful influence of spiritual deeds, which very great people are 
attuned to.  

It is amazing to note that in the same vein there is 
another powerful proof to this idea in our Parasha - 
about that same coat of Eisav. The Chasam Sofer brings 
from the Yerushalmi in Moed Katan (3:1) that the 
clothing of a person absorbs from his deeds and can 
thereby influence another person who wears that 
same clothing afterwards.  

When Yaakov Avinu, the man of complete truth, 
had to come and take the berachos in a deceptive 
manner, Rivkah Imeinu knew that the only way this 
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