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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Ki Sisa 5777 

 Learning on Purim   

It is known that there are many people who learn less 
before Purim and on Purim. They think that there is no 
prohibition of Bitul Torah during this period of time.  
However, they are wrong. The obligation to learn Torah 
applies during this period of time, just as it applies all year 
round.            

It is clear that a person must fulfill the many special 
Mitzvos of Purim. One must spend time to fulfill the Mitzvos 
of hearing the Megilah, sending Mishloach Manos and 
Matanos l’Evyonim, and the Seudah of Purim.    

However, if we think about it, this is no different than 
everyday of a Jewish life, during which we have many other 
obligations besides learning Torah. We must Daven three 
times a day, put on Tefilin, and perform other Mitzvos 
throughout our day. We must eat, sleep, and drink for the sake 
of Heaven, in order to have strength to serve Hashem. This 
too is a Mitzvah (when done for the sake of Heaven). 

Accordingly, while we must fulfill the Mitzvos of Purim 
happily, we also cannot be Mevatel Torah, unless we need 
that time to perform other Mitzvos.               

We must be especially careful not to waste precious time 
during the day of Purim, which is when Klal Yisrael accepted 
the Torah out of love, as stated in the Gemara in Shabbos 
(88a). Since Klal Yisrael accepted the Torah during this 
time, it is an auspicious time every year to merit accepting 
Torah out of love. How can we not learn Torah during this 
auspicious time? This causes Bitul Torah during this time 
to be an especially horrible sin.      

       Being Scared of Bitul Torah   
People are not scared of Bitul Torah, because they justify 

their lack of learning Torah by thinking of all of the times that 
they are indeed justified not to learn Torah. For example, it is 
a Mitzvah for a person to earn enough money to pay for the 
basic needs of his family. He fulfills the Mitzvah of 
“v”Ahavta l’Reiacha Kamocha” when he earns money to help 
his family. He has a financial obligation (from his Kesuvah) 

to support his wife, and acts as a charity that helps support his 
children. However, this only justifies time that is spent on 
supporting his family. He may not use this excuse to justify 
time that he is wasting, and thereby being Mevatel Torah. 
This is a very serious sin, and unfortunately people are not as 
frightened of it as they should be.      

Rabeinu Yonah writes in Sharei Teshuvah (3:14) that, 
“Just as the reward for Talmud Torah is greater than the 
reward for performing all other Mitzvos, so too the 
punishment for being Mevatel Torah is greater than the 
punishment for negating all other Mitzvos.” Unfortunately, 
people do not feel fearful to be Mevatel Torah. They learn 
because everyone in their circles learns, and it indeed can be 
very interesting. However, they are not scared to be Mevatel 
Torah.      

It is a high spiritual level to be frightened from being 
Mevatel Torah, and it is not a simple level to attain. However, 
it is possible to attain it! There are people who attain it, and 
they are very happy, because it gives them the awareness that 
they need to ensure they are serving Hashem properly. This 
gives them tremendous spiritual pleasure!   

       Being Happy With Your Lot 

A person who must spend time taking care of his family, 
should also be happy that he is fulfilling Mitzvos while doing 
so.  

I know of an incident regarding a great Torah scholar, who 
went to consult with the Chazon Ish. This Torah scholar, in 
his younger years, was involved in performing a Mitzvah 
(helping others) that he had the unique capability to perform. 
The Halachah is that when a Mitzvah cannot be done by 
others, the person who can do it should perform it, even at the 
cost of his learning. This Talmid Chacham asked the Chazon 
Ish about his situation, as it pained him, that he had to 
sacrifice so much of his time to this Mitzvah, and he was 
unable to devote much time to learning Torah (as he was 
accustomed to doing).      

The Chazon Ish told him that when he is performing 
this Mitzvah that others cannot perform, he becomes 
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holier, as he is doing exactly what Hashem asks of him at 
that moment. This elevates his Torah learning to a higher 
level! When a person is obligated to perform Chesed, and 
he does so out of a love for his fellow Jews, the quality of 
his learning will be elevated by Hashem!     

The Chazon Ish himself, practiced what he preached. He 
spent a massive amount of his life answering questions from 
people who would come to his house, at all hours of the day 
and night. He did not have set hours for questions, but rather 
told people to simply arrive at his house and he would try to 
see them. Is this Bitul Torah? Did this cause him a spiritual 
loss? Certainly not!    

Some people asked the Chazon Ish why he did not indeed 
have set hours for questions. He answered that people come to 
him with questions of life and death, regarding whether they 
should or should not do life-threatening procedures. How can 
he close his door to them? It is well known that the Chazon 
Ish possessed a tremendous amount of medical knowledge. A 
certain professor (Professor Ashkenazi) used to come to him, 
and once even asked him how to do a complicated brain 
surgery! The Chazon Ish gave him advice as to how it should 
be done! 

In Teshuvos Shevet Ha’Levi (10:13), Rav Vosner zt”l 
discusses the source of the Chazon Ish’s medical knowledge. 
He said that the source must be from the Torah, as the 
Mishnah in Avos (ch. 6) states, that a person who learns 
Torah Lishmah “…has secrets of Torah revealed to him.” 
Hashem reveals secrets, that a person cannot otherwise know, 
to a person who learns Torah Lishmah. It is also clear that the 
Chazon Ish had great intuition in medicine and surgery, and 
was therefore able to develop it tremendously, because he 
learned Torah Lishmah. Rav Vosner continued, that we find 
that many great Rishonim (Rambam, Ramban, and others) 
were doctors, and clearly excelled in their field, because of 
these secrets that Hashem gave to those who learn Torah 
Lishmah. He said that their sense of healing became holy 
from their Torah study.  

The lesson that we should take from the lives of these great 
men, is that when a person does what Hashem wants him to 
do, he becomes sanctified, and will not become unsuccessful 
in learning Torah.       

         Losing Success in Learning 
If a person is Mevatel Torah, not only does he receive a 

punishment in Gehinnom, but he also loses his ability to 
succeed in learning. If he does not consider it important 
enough to learn Torah, then measure for measure he will lose 
his success in learning Torah.  

I know of a group of young Yeshivah boys who spent 
much of Purim involved in levity and Bitul Torah. They lost a 
tremendous amount of success in Torah! One of them told me 
that he used to have far greater success in enjoying his 
learning, and learning constantly. However, one Purim he 
became involved in these activities (that included making fun 
of other frum Jews), and he now feels less successful in 
learning.      

I have previously related stories of people who insulted 
others on Purim, even in a mild manner, and who received a 
great spiritual and material punishment for doing so. Purim is 
a very holy time! Therefore, to insult someone on Purim is 
very serious, and can cause a person to suffer spiritual 
and material loss. 

Let us return to the subject of Bitul Torah. People are not 
scared of Bitul Torah. The Mesilas Yesharim (ch.6) explains 
that another reason people are Mevatel Torah, is because the 
nature of a person is to be lazy. People naturally do not like to 
work. The Yetzer Hara stops a person from being productive, 
by telling him to give into his nature, and simply rest instead 
of learning. Since he does not see the reward for learning 
Torah in front of his eyes, he is not sufficiently motivated to 
learn, unless he is keenly aware of what he is losing, by being 
lazy. A person will most likely have this awareness if he 
learns Mussar. Otherwise, he will most likely give in to his 
nature.         

Of course, a person must be careful not to burn out. He 
must learn only according to his abilities, and not push 
himself too hard to the point where he becomes sick in any 
manner. If a person knows he is pushing himself too hard, it is 
a sin for him to do so! However, he is obligated to learn as 
much as he can in a healthy manner. If he does not do so, he 
is Mevatel Torah, and he will be severely punished.    

            Learning Torah on Purim 
I heard about a community of Avreichim who had serious 

issues, and were in need of salvation. They decided to 
organize, and learn for many hours on Purim. Indeed, their 
salvation came quickly! The reason for this, is as stated by the 
Yerushalmi at the end of Berachos, that if there is a time 
when people are generally not learning, the people who do 
learn during that time, receive reward tantamount to all of 
those who could have been learning! Accordingly, this 
definitely applies to Purim, when many people are not 
learning Torah. This is a reason why it would be deemed a 
special merit, and possibly lead to someone’s salvation.         

However, one may only learn on Purim if this does not 
bother his family members. They shouldn’t suffer because 
he is learning Torah. If they feel that they are suffering, he 
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does not receive any reward at all for his learning. There 
is no Heter to cause others grief and frustration due to 
your learning Torah! One must act with love towards others. 
If his family appreciates his learning on Purim, and they have 
no complaints about it at all, then his Torah literally holds up 
the world. His Torah learning protects the world, as Torah 
learning gives the added merit of bringing protection to 
others.       

         Who Needs to Improve?  
It is known that the Brisker Rav zt”l used to say that when 

there are difficult times in a generation, the people who are 
expected to improve the most, are the Bnei Torah. They are 
the ones who understand spiritual life, and understand that 
what happens in the world is largely based on their 
spirituality. Accordingly, when Bnei Torah are Mevatel 
Torah, it is a more serious sin, as they should know better 
than to be Mevatel Torah. 

In a similar vein, we have previously quoted the letter of 
the Ramban, which says that a person should look at others as 
being better than himself. This is because a person never 
knows if other people who seem less than himself, are 
utilizing their full potential, while he, himself, is not 
maximizing his full potential. Additionally, it is possible that 
a person who sins, is unaware of the fact that he has sinned, 
making his sins less severe than a person who does know that 
he should avoid this sin.           

     The Desire for Money on Purim 
There are many very fine learning programs on Purim. 

They usually offer some type of monetary compensation for 
learning a certain amount of hours on Purim. If a person 
knows that he will only learn if he receives this money, he has 
no choice, and should certainly take the money. It is certainly 
better than if he would not learn at all! However, if a person 
will learn anyway, and he does not need the money, it is a 
far greater merit if he will learn on Purim without taking 
a stipend.    

I was once asked an interesting question by a Yeshivah boy 
who had already received such a stipend for learning on 
Purim. He asked me what he should do with the money, now 
that he has already received it. I told him he should give it to 
charity. After all, he is a Yeshivah boy who has a place to eat 
and sleep, and is given all of his needs. Why does he need 
money?     

It is well known that it is not very good to perform Mitzvos 
for money. If this is the entire reason that he is performing the 
Mitzvah, he will not gain, but rather will lose from it! He is 

essentially trading his Olam Haba for Olam Hazeh, and this is 
not a very good deal!     

We have previously quoted the Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar 
Cheshbon Ha’Nefesh ch.3) as stating that just as water and 
fire do not join together in one vessel, so too the love for this 
world and the next world, cannot coexist peacefully in one 
person. They are like two wives married to the same man; 
when one is happy the other is upset.   

                         Ad D’Lo Yada 
The Gemara in Megilah (7b) famously states, that a person 

must become “Mevusam” (which most interpret as drunk) on 
Purim, until he does not know the difference between Arur 
Haman and Baruch Mordechai. However, we did not see the 
simple interpretation of this being practiced by the 
Chazon Ish, Brisker Rav, Rav Shach, or any other present 
Gedolim in our generation.   

We simply must drink more than we normally drink, and 
then sleep for a small amount of time. This is how the Rema 
(695:2) says one can fulfill this obligation. The Rema 
explains that once someone is sleeping, he no longer knows 
the difference between Arur Haman and Baruch Mordechai, 
and therefore fulfills his obligation. The Mishnah Berurah 
there quotes the Pri Megadim who indeed says that this is 
how one should fulfill the Mitzvah. Becoming truly drunk 
until a person is completely confused, and saying totally 
silly things is not the way that one fulfills this Mitzvah! 

The Yad Efraim and others have already explained that the 
term “until one does not know the difference” does not mean 
one must actually not know the difference, but rather that one 
must come close to not knowing the difference. (This is 
similar to a person saying “come up until the fence,” as he 
clearly does not mean to go into the fence, but rather close to 
the fence. This is known in Chazal as the concept of “Ad 
(until), v’Lo Ad Bichlal.”)   

                      Kabalas Ol Torah   
The Mishnah in Avos (3:5) states, “Whoever accepts upon 

himself the yoke of Torah, has the yoke of the kingdom and 
earning a living removed from him. Whoever removes from 
himself the yoke of Torah, must accept upon himself the yoke 
of the kingdom and earning a living.” The “yoke of Torah” 
does not just refer to learning Torah. It also includes living 
according to the Torah, and fulfilling all of the Mitzvos, 
without Bitul Torah.    

It also means that a person accepts the “yoke of Torah” 
happily, understanding that it is a great pleasure to carry this 
responsibility, and thereby honor Hashem. In this merit, 
Hashem removes from him and his family all external 
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difficulties. This is a yoke that gives a person a very happy 
life.      

Everyone will carry a “yoke” in life. If it is not the yoke 
of Torah, it will be a different type of yoke. This is as the 
Passuk in Iyov (5:7) states, “A person is made to work.” It is 
his choice whether his yoke is the yoke of Torah, or it is a 
yoke given to him by people (since he is not carrying the yoke 
of Torah). This is as the Gemara in Sanhedrin (99b, see 
Rashi) states, “All bodies were made to work, happy is the 
one who merits that his work is in Torah.”     

                      Marbin B’Simchah                             

A person must be happy with his lot. This is one of the 
ways that a person acquires Torah. A person must be happy 
with his spiritual and material state. He should certainly be 
happy about any success he has in learning Torah. One must 
be very careful not to become depressed about the difficulties 
he has in life, as this can ruin his success in learning, and is a 
plot of the Yetzer Hara. Rather, he should seek professional 
help from experts who can help him with his difficulties.    

The way of Hashem is that he creates the cure before the 
difficulty. If a person has a difficulty, there is most probably a 
cure. If he is struggling with depression and the like, he 
should seek experts in the field of psychology (and psychiatry 
if necessary) in order to help him combat this depression. He 
must learn to be a happy person in general, and to more 
specifically be happy with his lot in spirituality and 
materialism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that the Gemara in Tanis (29a) says that when 
Adar begins, we should increase our happiness. How do we 
do this? Regarding the rule, “when Av enters, we should 
decrease our happiness.” There are rules in the Gemara, 
Rambam, and Shulchan Aruch that explain to us how to fulfill 
this statement. However, there are no such rules regarding 
what exactly we are supposed to do in Adar, to increase our 
happiness. What are we supposed to do to fulfill these words 
of Chazal? It must be that we should increase our happiness 
that we are commanded to have the whole year, namely our 
happiness in performing Torah and Mitzvos. We should 
Daven happily, we should learn happily, and perform Mitzvos 
happily. If we increase our happiness in these areas, we have 
fulfilled these words of Chazal. 

May we all merit fulfilling everything we have said above, 
especially increasing our Simchah Shel Mitzvah, which the 
Arizal said, was the singular cause that enabled him to grow 
to great spiritual heights. We must also remember to thank 
Hashem for being happy, as He gave us this ability to be 
happy with our lives. 

May we all fulfill the Mitzvah of Simchah Shel Mitzvah 
properly!                      

                 

                                                    
 

    

                     

 
 
 
 

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים

 


