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ה  ב ַאְרצָּ ם ֻמצָּ ה ֻסלָּ י ֱאֹלִהים ֹעִלים ְוֹיְרִדים ּבֹוַוַיֲחֹלם ְוִהנֵּ ה ְוִהנֵּה ַמְלֲאכֵּ ְימָּ מָּ ְורֹאׁשֹו ַמִגיַע ַהשָּ  

“And he dreamt, and behold! A ladder was set earthward and its top reached heavenward; and behold! Angels of Hashem 

ascending and descending on it.” 

Taking chances in life 

 

         Albert Einstein once said:  “A ship is always 

safe at the shore - but that is NOT what it is built for.” 

We all know that in life we have to make choices that 

are not always easy. Choices are part of the gift of 

“Bechira” of having free will that Hashem endowed 

each one of us with.  

The Torah tells us about the prophetic dream 

that Yaakov had while resting at Har HaMoriah - the 

place where Bais HaMikdash would be built. In his 

dream Yaakov envisioned the legendary ladder reaching 

toward heavens with angels ascending and descending 

on it. The Medrash tells us that these angels symbolized 

the realms where the Jewish people would be eventually 

exiled. The Medrash further describes a dialogue 

between Yaakov and Hashem. Hashem asked Yaakov 

why he isn’t also climbing the ladder. Yaakov responded 

that he was afraid to ascend, because just as those 

nations who climbed up inevitably descended as a sign 

of collapse in power, perhaps he too would rise only to 

collapse. Yaakov did not want to take the chance. 

Hashem promised him that if he would try ascending, 

he would be successful and not descend. Yaakov 

refused and did not climb the ladder. This, says the 

Medrash quoting Rav Shmuel ben Yoseina, is what the 

verse in Tehilim refers to: ָכל זֹאת  ()תהלים פרק עח פסוק לב בְּ

אּו  אֹוָתיו ָחטְּ לְּ ִנפְּ לֹא ֶהֱאִמינּו בְּ  With all this they sinned“  עֹוד וְּ

further and had no faith in His wonders.” The Medrash 

explains that had Yaakov climbed the ladder and thus 

showed unwavering faith in Hashem, he would not have 

descended. As a consequence for his deficiency of faith 

(whatever this means, we don’t understand the spiritual 

height of Yaakov Avinu) Yaakov’s children had to 

endure slavery and exile. When Yaakov received this 

prophecy, he became alarmed and asked if this was 

meant as an everlasting punishment. Hashem answered: 

ַחת  (ירמיהו פרק ל פסוק י) ַאל תֵּ ֻאם ה' וְּ ִדי ַיֲעֹקב נְּ ַאָתה ַאל ִתיָרא ַעבְּ וְּ

ָשב ַיֲעֹקב  ָים וְּ ֶאֶרץ ִשבְּ ֲעָך מֵּ ֶאת ַזרְּ ָרחֹוק וְּ ִני מֹוִשיֲעָך מֵּ ל ִכי ִהנְּ ָראֵּ ִישְּ

ין ַמֲחִריד אֵּ ַשֲאַנן וְּ ָשַקט וְּ  But as for you do not fear my“ :וְּ

servant, the word of Hashem, and do not be afraid 

Israel, for behold I am saving you from distance places, 

and your descendants from the land of their captivity, 

and Yaakov will return and be peace and tranquil, and 

none will make him afraid.” This Medrash implies that 

the exile and diaspora of the Jewish nation could have 

been prevented, had Yaakov taken a chance by climbing 

the ladder in his dream. 

Later on in the Chumash in Parshas Shemos we 

see a similar incident involving Moshe Rabeinu. Hashem 

asked Moshe for seven days to be the spokesperson for 

Klal Israel in Egypt, but no matter how much Hashem 

coaxed him, Moshe refused time and time again. 

Eventually Hashem grew angry as the verse tells us  ַוִיַחר

ִתי ִכי  ִוי ָיַדעְּ ֹמֶשה ַויֹאֶמר ֲהלֹא ַאֲהֹרן ָאִחיָך ַהלֵּ ר ַאף ה' בְּ  And“ ַדבֵּ

Hashem grew exasperated with Moshe….” Hashem 

proceeded to choose Aharon instead. The Malbim 

explains that Hashem’s frustration stemmed from the 
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fact He wanted Moshe to be His mouthpiece, directly 

and literally transmitting Hashem’s words to Klal Israel.  

Hashem wanted to use Moshe’s very own vocal cords to 

transmit the Mitzvos. After Moshe refused, Aharon 

received the prophecy from Moshe and became 

Moshe’s spokesperson. According to Malbim, when he 

refused to take a chance Moshe caused spiritual harm to 

the Jewish nation, because as the Malbim tells us, Klal 

Israel were meant to hear the Mitzvos directly from him. 

Moshe was meant to be an uninterrupted conduit of 

Hashem without the help of Aaron. Rashi explains that 

as a result of Moshe’s refusal, he became a Levi instead 

of a Kohen. The Sifsei Chachomim asks what is the 

lesson in this punishment, what is so terrible about 

Moshe being a Levi instead of a Kohen? A Kohen 

serves Klal Israel as a “sheliach tzibur,” a public servant. 

When Moshe refused to be Hashem’s spokesperson, he 

was in fact refusing to be a public servant. Ironically, 

Moshe was the most dedicated and long-suffering public 

servant of all. 

Occasionally the Torah presents to us stories of 

our forefathers that boggle the mind. We, with our 

inadequate perspective, cannot possibly understand the 

motivation of people like Yaakov Avinu or Moshe 

Rabeinu, but we must still attempt to learn a lesson 

from their choices.  Perhaps one lesson we can learn 

from Yaakov Avinu is the lesson of taking chances.  The 

“road not taken” is a chance lost forever, with 

everlasting consequences.  As a young man Yaakov took 

a chance and impersonated his brother to receive the 

blessing intended for his brother. Years later, when 

offered a chance to ascend a spiritual ladder he was 

fearful of the repercussions, but the actual consequences 

of his choice were devastating.  If we are to learn from 

this allegory, we must understand that when presented 

with a chance to ascend, to climb our personal growth 

ladders, it is crucial that we take the chance. Sometimes 

when we think of doing something different and better 

than our current practice, the fear of being different, of 

being mocked, the fear of failure is so great that we 

don’t even recognize potential success.  We all at 

different times of our lives are offered a ladder – the 

choice to climb or descend is up to us.  Failing to decide 

is a decision in itself with consequences just as potent.   

 

 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Shabbos! 

 שבת שלום


