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Behar-Bechukosai 5777 

Following the Leader by R' Dovid Winiarz 

Dictionary.Com defines “Truth” as a verified or indisputable fact, proposition, principle, or the 

like. 

In order to follow a leader, we have to be prepared to dig deep to determine if the leader is 

following the truth. If they are not being truthful then we can follow if we please but we must 

be honest with ourselves and acknowledge that we are following at our own whim and 

understand that we will not reach the destination that is best for us. We must face ourselves 

in the mirror and admit that we are following the leader for selfish reasons. Perhaps this 

leader makes us feel good about our decisions. Perhaps this leader validates our lifestyle 

choices despite other known truths. Whatever the reason, following an untruthful leader 

leads us to a brick wall at the end of the trip because untruth never lasts whereas truth, real 

truth, is eternal. 

So, what type of leader should we follow? This essay is being prepared for publication to 

reach out to the Jewish world population (roughly 12.5 million people) so the question 

becomes what type of Jewish leader should we follow? 

I will share without apology that I advocate the following of a Torah leader. What makes a 

Torah leader a leader is the mere fact that the Torah is an “indisputable fact” by virtue of the 

fact that it makes claims and promises that no mortal can ever lay claim to making. 

The portion of Behar in Leviticus spells out the promises made by G-d to those who observe 

the laws of Shmitta/letting the land lay fallow every seven years. This promise of sufficient 

food (3 years’ worth) was only made to the Jewish people who are living in the land of Israel 

- the land of Israel whose borders are defined by a document 3325 years old. This promise 

was not made to the non-Jews of the same land, nor was the promise made to be fulfilled 

after the commandment was fulfilled but it is to be fulfilled to those who commit to following 

the laws. This is one of several such promises. 

The leader I speak of can base his teachings on the original 

document with a chain of tradition dating back to the very 

beginning. The amazing thing about this entire process is the 

lack of rigidity in which a Torah observant Jew can live their life 

as opposed to one who does not follow the Torah and its 

leaders. There are 70 different paths of Torah learning that 

have their roots going all the way back to that seminal event 

where 3 million of our ancestors became the first and last 

group of people to claim mass revelation that this Torah was 

given by G-d.  

Amazingly, amongst other movements within Judaism, the very 

leaders who choose to corrupt the Torah without being able to justify their “chain of 

tradition” still keep the Torah scroll unchanged in the ark. They still seek the validity of the 

Truth but their words belie their intentions. Let us recall our opening salvo in this essay where 

 



we accepted upon ourselves to be intellectually and emotionally honest and acknowledge 

that the choices we make in who we follow are selfish and therefore incorrect if they are not 

firmly rooted in a Torah ideal. 

The time is rapidly approaching, as the numbers of non or less observant Jews dwindle and 

fade away, for the non or less observant who still care for the future of the Jewish people to 

give the Torah and its true leaders a deeper look. Not just a deeper look is in order but an 

honest attempt at joining our brothers and sisters of the more observant ilk.  

The New York Times or the Jewish Week may well relish posting and distorting the “Orthodox 

scandal of the week.” But we all know in our hearts that the media is a dangerous weapon 

in the hands that would see us fully assimilated. Underneath the grime of the scandal rags 

lies a seven branched menorah with each light directed at ten of the nations of the world. 

The base and the branches shine as they have for thousands of years and the shofar call to 

return to Torah will soon be heard throughout the world. 
 

Now You Know!  (Halacha/Jewish Law insight) 

The Torah portion of Bechukosai is sometimes read together with Behar and sometimes not. Several 
factors enter into this determination, among them Ezra Hasofer's ordinance that Bechukosai be read 
at least two weeks before Shavuos. 

The reason for the two-week hiatus is based on our tradition that Shavuos is considered a New Year, 
a Day of Judgment for the fruits of the tree. We are careful, therefore, to be finished with Parshas 
Bechukosai - in which the Tochachah, the Admonition and its curses, occupy a central role -- before 

this Day of Judgment and New Year begin. 

For the same reason, we are careful to read Parashas Ki 
Savo, where the other portion of the Tochachah is written, at 
least two weeks before Rosh Hashanah, so that "the old year 
may be ushered out along with its curses". 

In the past, deciding whom to call to the Torah for the 
reading of the Tochachah was a serious point of contention. 
Many people felt that being called to the Torah for this 
portion was a bad omen that would result in tragedy and 
misfortune. It got to a point where people would actually 

fight in shul over who should take the aliyah. 

Consequently, it has become customary in many shuls for the Torah reader himself to be called upon 
to read the Tochachah, with varying opinions as to whether he is called by name or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
From the words, “You shall go in my statutes,” we learn the requirement to toil in Torah. Whether it is 
the effort expended in analyzing a text, reviewing and repeating your studies, or facing the challenges of 
going out to learn or including Torah in your day and at your Shabbos table, it’s important to work for it. 
If the point was to ‘know’ the Torah, then G-d could have implanted this knowledge in our brains. As 
is well-known, a child in the womb learns all of Torah from an angel and just before birth it is caused 
to forget this knowledge. Why? Why not let us remember it all and we’d never transgress because 
we’d know the laws? 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Why might HaShem have wanted us to work for Torah? When you plant a garden, 
do the vegetables taste better than ones you buy in the store? What happens to your muscles when you work hard? Are 
you able to work harder? When someone gives you a gift, how do you show that you like it? 

 
Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


