
 
—      1    — 

 
For questions, comments or suggestions, or to be included on our e-mailing list and receive these Sheets, send an e-mail to  oyb@seniors.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  The majority of Sefer Devorrim is made up of the written reports of the speeches of 

Mosheh our Teacher which he delivered in the last weeks of his life on this world and this 

Sidra is the record of one such speech.  (Afterwards, HaShem dictated to Mosheh, word 

for word, letter by letter exactly what words He wanted to be recorded in the Torah for us 

for all time.)  The central theme that runs through all these speeches is the warning that 

our existence as the Chosen People of HaShem depends only on our adherence to the 

Torah and Mitzvos. 

2.  The Sidra begins with Mosheh telling us to take heart and to remain loyal to HaShem and 

His Torah.  Previously (in last week’s Sidra) Mosheh had described for us the terrible 

consequences that will follow if we should turn away from the Torah, consequences so 

horrific that the people were in a state of shock at what they heard.  Mosheh points out 

that terrible though it is, the punishment warned of by HaShem is also to preserve us and 

it ensures our survival as HaShem’s People.  For we have been taken to Him to be His 

People and we will always be His People — there is no opting out: not only those who 

were physically present at the making of the Covenant, but all future generations of the 

Jewish People, too. 

3. Let no one think that he is not included amongst the rest of the People of HaShem, warns 

Mosheh.  Let him not imagine for a moment that he can go his own way; for HaShem will 

single him out for terrible retribution.  Indeed, if his wayward behaviour is evident to the 

Jewish Nation, then punishment — so remarkable that strangers will wonder at its 

severity — will follow upon the entire Nation, for each person is responsible for the other, 

and the Nation as a whole must shoulder the collective responsibility for the open 

disloyalty of the individual. 

4. Nevertheless, says Mosheh, when the banished and scattered people resolve in all sincerity 

to return to HaShem, He will gather all the exiles and return them to His holy Land, each 

one individually if need be, from wherever they have been cast, once again to shelter and 

dwell in security under His care.  If they will but repent from their aberrant ways, HaShem 

will take them back and cause them to enjoy all His blessings. 

5.  Mosheh our Teacher impresses upon us that this Torah which HaShem today commands 

us to obey is not beyond our reach: it is not in the heavens that we must go up to fetch it, 

nor is it on the other side of the sea that we must cross the oceans to bring it to us to fulfil 
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its teachings.  But it is very near indeed — it is ours already: it has been taught to us and 

it is known to us.  All that we need to do is to revert back to our spoken traditions and 

resolve in our hearts to follow the Torah and  its teachings. 

6. Mosheh urges us to realize that our happiness and fulfilment depends upon nothing else 

than our faithfulness to HaShem and His Torah; again and again Mosheh warns us of the 

perils that will follow if we should choose to ignore our destiny as HaShem’s People.  Only 

by following the Torah of HaShem can we expect to dwell peacefully and in security in the 

Land which HaShem promised to our forefathers Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, for the 

Torah is our very life. 

 

 

 

For the explanation of the Haftorah of Sidra  נצבים  please go to HAFTORAHS. 
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1. This Sidra begins with one of the last speeches of Mosheh our Teacher to the Jewish 

People.  He tells us that shortly he will have to pass the mantle of leadership to his 

successor appointed by HaShem, Yehoshua bin Noone.  With Yehoshua at their head, says 

Mosheh, HaShem will lead the Jewish People into the Land promised to Avrohom, 

Yitzchok and Yaakov.  HaShem will drive out those people that have unlawfully occupied 

Eretz Yisroel, Just as He vanquished Si’chon and Og, the kings of the Emorites.  Mosheh 

tells us to be strong and to take courage: even though we stand with some trepidation at 

the beginning of a new epoch in our development as a Nation, so long as we obey the 

Torah of HaShem, HaShem will be with us and will not forsake us. 

2. In the presence of all the Jewish Nation, Mosheh then inducts Yehoshua bin Noone as our 

next Torah reader.  Mosheh tells Yehoshua to have no fear of the future, for HaShem goes 

ahead of us and is with us and under Yehoshua’s leadership the Jewish People will take 

possession of the Land. 

3. On this, the last day of Mosheh’s life here on earth,  HaShem caused him to miraculously 

write down  the Torah in its entirety, as dictated by HaShem.  Mosheh gave this Sefer 

Torah to the elders of his own tribe, the Tribe of Levi, the loyal custodians of the Torah 

and the teachers of the Jewish People.  Our Chachommim tell us that when the Jewish 

People saw this they complained to Mosheh that this was unfair.  By this act, they said, 

Mosheh implied that the Torah was the possession of the Levites more than of the rest of 

the Jewish People.  They were afraid that in the course of time the Levites might claim 

that the Torah was theirs alone, and exclude the rest of the Jewish People.  When Mosheh 

heard this complaint, he rejoiced, and he begged HaShem that He should grant that the 

miracle be multiplied so that their wish should be fulfilled.  HaShem then enabled Mosheh 

to complete twelve more Scrolls of the Torah in their entirety, one for each of the Tribes of 

Israel, and the one Scroll to be placed next to the Tablets of the Ten Commandments in 

the Holy Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies in the Mikdash.  By this clear and open 

miracle, HaShem showed that not only did the Ten Commandments come from HaShem, 

as was seen and heard by all at Mount Sinai, but the entire Torah is from HaShem, and 

from no one else.  

4. The Sidra continues with the Mitzvah of “The Assembly.”  HaShem commands that once 

every seven years, on the Yom Tov of Sukkos directly after the Shmittah Year, the entire 

Jewish People — men, and women, and children — and the strangers that live amongst 

us, too — shall be gathered in and around the Beis HaMikdash to hear the king read aloud 
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selected parts of this Sefer Devorrim.  All are to hear and experience this Reading, so that 

they shall fear HaShem and take care to guard all the words of this Torah, all the days of 

their lives. 

5.  HaShem tells Mosheh that the time has come to depart this world.  Within the hearing of 

Yehoshua, HaShem tells Mosheh that his work is not yet done: he must warn the Jewish 

People yet again not to forsake HaShem and His Torah, ever.  HaShem commands 

Mosheh to teach the Jewish People the epic poem (which is the following Sidra 

Ha’azeenu) that it should be a testimony for all time that the Jewish People and HaShem 

are inseparable, and so that everyone shall forever know and remember the duty and 

responsibilities of the Jewish People, the Chosen People of HaShem. 

 

 

 

For the explanation of the Haftorah of Sidra  וילך  please go to HAFTORAHS. 
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When the Sidras Nitsovvim and Vayelech are together,  

the Haftorah of Nitsovvim is read. 

The Haftorah is from Sefer Yeshayohu, 

from Chapter 61, verse 10 till Chapter 63, verse 9. 

In those years when Nitsovvim and Vayelech are separate, 

Sidra Vayelech will be after Rosh HaShonnoh and that Shabbos Vayelech will be 

“Shabbos ‘Shuvoh’” taking its name from the first word of the Haftorah.  

 

1. This is the last of the seven “Haftoras of Consolation.”  It speaks of how HaShem will 

take us back again as His People, in full view of the Nations of the world and how the 

special relationship between us and HaShem will be re-established.  The Novvi describes 

how in the great future to come the Nations of the world will acknowledge the special 

status of the Jewish People as the Chosen People of HaShem.   

2. Much of the Haftorah focuses on the retribution that HaShem will bring upon those 

who throughout history have deliberately harmed His Jewish People.  The Novvi 

portrays HaShem as a champion returning from the country of Edom (their country 

was south of Eretz Yisroel) with His garments bespattered with blood as if He has just 

come from a great slaughter.  HaShem declares that He has indeed executed justice 

against the people of Edom and their imitators and followers for tormenting His People 

throughout the ages.   

3. Edom is the People that is descended from Aysov, that arch-hypocrite who, while 

committing all types of crimes and cruelties, pretended to be pious and G-d-fearing.  

Aysov was also the twin brother of Yaakov and he therefore stands doubly condemned 

for not learning from his righteous brother, with whom he could have been so close, to 

be righteous and good.  Although Edom as a distinct, identifiable people no longer 

exists, our Chachommim tell us that Edom has a successor in Rome and indeed it was 

the Romans who destroyed the Second Beis HaMikdash and exiled the Jewish People 

from their Land.  This Exile has dragged on for two thousand years and during this 

Exile the trials and tribulations of the Jewish People have been cruel almost beyond 

belief.   

4. Our Chachommim tell us that the pig is symbolic of the People of Edom.  It is a 

remarkable fact that the pig is the only animal in the world that has cloven hoofs (one 

of the two signs which make an animal kosher) but does not chew the cud (the other 

sign of a kosher animal) and it is the nature of the pig that when it lies down it spreads 

its trotters in front of itself as if to proclaim, “Look!  I’m a kosher animal!”  This makes 

the pig a natural hypocrite, so to speak, and the fitting symbol of Edom and of the crass 
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hypocrisy of Rome, which portrayed itself as so civilized but which was so vulgar and so 

sickeningly and calculatingly cruel.   

5. In this hypocrisy, sad to say, the Christian world — and so much of Western civilization 

of today — is indeed the spiritual heir of Rome.  Rome and Christianity are 

synonymous.  This dates back especially to when the Emperor Constantine became a 

Christian and Christianity therefore became the State religion of the Roman Empire.  

From that time on, throughout the Roman world our troubles went from bad to worse 

and increased in intensity, in cruelty and in scale.  As merely even a cursory reading of 

history will show, Christianity, which calls itself “the Religion of Love,” is directly 

responsible for some of the very worst hatred and cruelties that the Jewish People has 

ever suffered.  Indeed, almost all of western Anti-Semitism, and its murderous results, 

is directly based on Christianity and even non-western Anti-Semitism is a more-or-less 

exact copy of the Christian model.   

6. The day will come, proclaims the Novvi, when HaShem will mete out true justice to all 

those who have harmed His People.  HaShem is portrayed as “coming alone from the 

slaughter” for alas, through the ages, very few peoples have sought to protect the Jewish 

People from their tormentors.  Thus, says the Novvi, it is HaShem alone Who comes to 

avenge his People.   

7. But this “great slaughter” that is, the retribution that HaShem will bring upon our 

tormentors — the most prominent and most cruel who have been the Christians — is 

described by the Novvi in an unusual parable.  He asks, “Why are Your garments red 

with blood as one who has been treading grapes in the wine-press?”  The commentaries 

point out that in the same way that grapes are pressed out and their “blood” is made 

into wine, so, too, even when HaShem will punish the nations of the world for their 

cruelty to us, He will, so to speak, use their blood, that is, their life force, and make it 

into wine, that is, into a drink that is refreshing and invigorating.  In other words, there 

is good to be found in all peoples and this life force of the nations can be utilized and 

harnessed positively, to be made into something that can refresh and invigorate 

humanity.   

8. There is some good in everybody.  If they wish to avoid the dire Day of Judgement, let 

each and every ethnic folk and people, and each and every individual of each folk and 

people, resolve to control and subjugate the hate and jealousy that threatens to destroy 

that which is good and instead bring to the fore and harness the vital energies that lie 

within, to the benefit of all.  
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When  נצבים  and  וילך  are separate, Sidra  נצבים  will have been read on the Shabbos 
before Rosh HaShonnoh and Sidra  וילך  will be read on the Shabbos between Rosh 
HaShonnoh and Yom Kippur.  Shabbos  וילך  is then known as “Shabbos ‘Shuvoh’” 

")שובה "שבת(    taking its name from the first word of the Haftorah.  

The first part of this Haftorah is taken from Sefer Hoshe’a,  

the second part (omitted in some communities) is from Sefer Michoh and the Haftorah 

finishes with a section from Sefer Yoel.  These three Books are of the shorter Books of 

the Prophets which together make up “The Twelve.” 

 

1. The Novvi Hoshe’a, a contemporary of Amos and Yonah, lived in the last years of the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel.  The king, Yerav’am II son of Yeho’ash, brought economic 

prosperity and even luxury to his land but with these came a false sense of security.  

The people, led by their king, turned away from HaShem and His Torah and Mitzvos 

and the result was moral collapse.  After Yerav’am came a series of usurpers and 

opportunists and the country declined further into a downward spiral of decadence and 

idolatry.  When the new threat of Assyria loomed, instead of returning to HaShem, the 

leaders of the nation tried to form alliances with their neighbours and thought that in 

this way they would be safe.    

2. Hoshe’a continually proclaimed to the people that if they would but return to HaShem 

and His Torah, HaShem would take them back again and protect them from all danger.  

His exhortation to the people to Teshuvah, repentance — “Return, Jewish People, to  

HaShem your L-rd for you have stumbled in your sins!” — is the opening appeal of this 

Haftorah and is eminently suited to this Shabbos which falls in the Ten Days of 

Penitence which are from the Day of Judgement, Rosh HaShonnoh, till the Day of 

Atonement, Yom Kippur.  In his plea to the people to repent, the Novvi maintains that it 

is not as if the Jewish People have made a conscious, deliberate decision to desert 

HaShem and His Torah and Mitzvos.  Not so!  Hoshe’a says that they have only 

stumbled  into sin and he calls to them to cease their stumbling and instead repent of 

their evil ways.  Let them return to HaShem Who is always merciful and ready to take 

them back.   

3. But they must take care not to see HaShem’s patience as if He is willing to overlook 

their wrongdoing and that all is well.  Those who are righteous understand the ways of 

HaShem and that repentance is the prerequisite to being taken back again.  But the 

wicked who resist HaShem’s call to them to genuinely repent of their sinful ways, 

deliberately misunderstand HaShem’s ways and they will indeed stumble because of 

that very mercy.  
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4. The second part of the Haftorah comes from Sefer Michoh.  (This brief passage of three 

Pessukim is also the conclusion of the Haftorah on Yom Kippur afternoon.)  The Novvi 

Michoh, a much younger contemporary of Yeshayohu, was appointed by HaShem to 

proclaim His message of criticism of those who exploited the poor and he was fearless 

in warning the selfish and over-confident rich of the calamity that will come upon them 

all if they persisted in their heartless behaviour towards the poor.  Michoh often speaks 

of the mission of the Jewish People and of HaShem’s forgiveness of those who return to 

HaShem and His Torah.   

5. The third part of the Haftorah comes from Sefer Yoel.  In this passage, the Novvi Yoel 

warns the people of a terrible plague of locusts which is about to come upon the Land 

of Israel as punishment for the Nation’s backsliding.  The vast cloud of destruction, “My 

great army that I send against you” indeed devastated the whole country and brought in 

its wake starvation and ruin.   

6. At the same time, in the words of Yoel are intended also a warning to the people about 

the coming invasion by the “swarming and strong” armies of the enemies, first Asshur 

and then Babylon, who were to threaten the Jewish Kingdom.  Yoel calls for a great 

communal effort of repentance: “Blow the Shofar in Tsiyyon, announce a national fast 

day, call a great assembly!”  Everybody, young and old, man and boy, woman and girl; 

Kohannim and Torah scholars and commoners — let them all cry out to HaShem in 

sincere repentance that He should save them from the devastating plague and national 

calamity.   

7. In response to their genuine Teshuvah, HaShem relents and indeed bestows His 

blessing upon the land.  HaShem answers the supplications of His People.  He promises 

to bring rain and that the granaries will be full again with wheat as will the storage vats 

be full with wine and oil.  Indeed, HaShem will compensate the people for the ruin and 

destruction brought by “His great army” and “you will eat and be satisfied and you will 

praise the Name of HaShem your L-rd who has dealt wondrously with you and My 

People will no more be ashamed or embarrassed because of their sins.”  Such is the 

power of genuine Teshuvah.        
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