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The Gemara (13a) says that  when Yaakov

Avinu's  funeral  procession  arrived  at  Ma'aras

Ha'machpeilah (the Cave of the Patriarchs), Eisav

came  and  tried  to  prevent  them  from  burying

Yaakov there, insisting that the plot truly belonged

to  him.  The  people  responded,  "But  you  already

forfeited your place when you sold the right of the

firstborn!"  After  some give and take,  the Gemara

notes  that  Chushim  ben  Dan,  who  was  hard  of

hearing, was present. "What's going on here?" he

asked, puzzled as to why Yaakov's burial was being

delayed. When they informed him that they had to

wait  until  Naftali  came  back  from  Egypt  with

documentation proving that Yaakov purchased the

burial rights from Eisav, he was livid. "And in the

interim,  my  grandfather's  body  should  lie  in

disgrace?!"  Therefore,  he  took  a  club  and  struck

Eisav on the head, killing him and causing his eyes

to roll next to Yaakov's feet.

The  Tosafos  Shantz  cites  a  Yerushalmi  in

Kesubos (5b [פ”א ה”ה]) which seems to present an

alternate version of the events. There, the Gemara

says that the non-Jews had a tradition from their

forefathers (based on the verse "Your hand is on

the  neck  of  your  enemies"  [Bereishis  49:8])  that

Yehuda killed Eisav, which they gleefully used as a

pretext  for  anti-Semitic  oppression.  The  Tosafos

Shantz suggests that  perhaps  both Chushim and

Yehuda had a part in executing Eisav.

The Mareh Ha'panim (R' Moshe Margolies,

1710-1780) on the Yerushalmi in Ta'anis (21a [פ”ד

writes about a discussion he personally had ([ה”ב

with a  meshulach  from Chevron,  a “reliable man”

named R' Yitzchok Ze'evi.  R'  Ze'evi  told him that

the  Ottoman authorities  prohibited  anyone,  under

penalty of death, from entering the Cave. However,

he remembered that when he was seven or eight

years old, he entered the surrounding area—which

was typically only accessible to Muslims—one night

with his mother, who was secretly summoned by a

Muslim security guard who had taken ill (being that

she  was  known  to  have  medical  expertise).  The

guard allowed R' Ze'evi and his mother to go to the

dome built atop the Cave. He saw that at the height

of the dome was inscribed precisely where each of

our Patriarchs and Matriarchs are buried. He also

caught a glimpse of  a box-like structure that  was

built  into  one  of  the  walls.  Intrigued,  he  and  his

mother inquired about the meaning of the box. The

guard  answered  that  they  have  a  tradition  that

Eisav's head is buried there below.
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