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1) If the door of a home is "open" to the street, the prohibitions of Yichud to not apply to the 

inhabitants of that home. (Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer Siman 22:9) 

 

What is considered "open"? Some Poskim rule that the door must actually be open; a closed 

door even if it isn't locked is not considered open. (See Shu"t Rav Akiva Eiger Siman 100 [written by 

the Bais Meir] and 101 [written by Rav Akiva Eiger].). Some Poskim maintain that even if the door is 

closed, as long as it isn't locked and people can freely enter without a key or combination code, 

it is considered open. (Shu"t Mabit Vol. 1 Siman287, Shu"t RadBaz Vol. 1 Siman 121, Shu"t Binyan 

Tzion Vol. 1 Siman 138. This was also the opinion of the Chazon Ish quoted in Kraina D'Igrasa Vol. 2 

Siman 122 and others). However, if nobody has permission to enter through the door, even 

according to these Poskim it isn't considered open and the fact that it's unlocked will not 

remove the prohibition of Yichud. (See Shu"t RadBaz and Shu"t Binyon Tzion ibid. ) 

 

2) Some Poskim say that it depends on the custom of each society and whether it is deemed 

normal to walk through a door without first knocking (in which case an unlocked door would be 

considered open) or if it is expected to knock on a door prior to entering, regardless if it is 

not  locked (in which case all the prohibitions of Yichud would apply  so long as the door 

is  closed) (See Emes L'Yaakov Even HaEzer Siman 22 footnote 8. Where he says that for biblical Yichud 

it is best to be stringent and have the door open, while for rabbinical Yichud is enough with an unlocked 

door) 

 

In a store or other place of business, where people come and go frequently, it is sufficient to 

have the door unlocked, and it isn't necessary to actually keep it open.(Psak of Rav Yaakov 

Ephraim Forchheimer Shlita) 
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3) Very often, homes have screen or storm doors installed in front of the main door to the 

house, for the purpose of keeping out bugs, cold air etc. Even according to the Poskim that 

require the main door to the home to be open, and not just unlocked, this screen/storm door 

need not be open and as long as it is unlocked it is sufficient, as it is the accepted custom for 

people who see the main door open to simply open the screen/storm door and walk in. (ibid.) 

 

4) As we mentioned earlier, inhabitants in a house with a door that is open to the street 

(Reshus HaRabim), are permitted to be alone in the house. This "street" need not be a real 

Reshus HaRabim, public thoroughfare, with all the criteria that we find by Hilchos Shabbos, nor 

does it need to even be a real street. If the door is open to a courtyard, or to a hallway in an 

apartment building or to other similar areas where people come and go, it is considered a 

"street" for the purposes of being a deterrent to the inhabitants of the home being considered 

"safely alone" (where they do not fear someone walking in on them) and thus there is no 

problem of Yichud. (See Shu"t Binyan Tzion Vol. 1 Siman 138 and Chochmas Adam Klal 126:7 and in 

Binas Adam ibid Os 18)  

 

5) The leniency of having a door that is open to the street only works during the daytime hours 

when people are around (or in some cases even during the nighttime in a place where people 

are around), but during the night time (or even in the daytime when people aren't around) the 

open door to the empty street will not remove the prohibitions of Yichud.  (See Kitzur Shulchan 

Aruch Siman 152:5, Shu"t Chasam Sofer Even HaEzer Vol. 2 Siman 96. See also Sefer Nidchei Yisroel 

from the Chofetz Chaim Perek 24:7)  

 

 
…To Be Continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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