
 

  

Vayeitzei 

5778 

 – ’There is none beside Him‘ ''אין עוד מלבדו  
He begins work in the small hours of the night and he finishes late in the 
morning… 
He often misses davening Shacharis with a minyan and in his sorrow and his 
grief he davens at home, but what can he do as he must support his family 
and feed his children and he just cannot stop working without finding a 
suitable income for the home expenses. 
Everything went on until that day when my daughter’s temperature climbed 
so high that she began to twitch, and she was taken by ambulance to the 
hospital. 
My husband stayed by her side for the three days of her hospitalization, while 
I remained at home to take care of the other children. While she was in the 
hospital, we increased our prayers and charity and we took an accounting of 
what needed correcting. Among other things, my husband decided that he 
will no longer miss davening with a minyan. He told his boss that from now 
on he was taking an hour break to daven with a minyan and he would not 
back down. The boss was not pleased with this new arrangement and he 
tried to talk him out of it. When he saw that he was ready to lose his job over 
this, he decided that he would deduct 500 shekel every month for the time to 
daven and my husband calmly accepted this. 
In the summer we went to visit my parents in a kibbutz which did not have a 
daily minyan, however, there was a minyan for Shacharis in a nearby kibbutz. 
However, it started at 6:00 AM which meant my husband had to get up at 
5:00. My husband devotedly got up and did not miss minyan. 
On the return trip, we calculated that there was enough time to go home and 
daven there calmly. We could not anticipate the traffic on Highway 6 and we 
found ourselves stuck late with no shul in the area. 
I assured my husband the entire way that he would find a minyan and we 
even pledged a sum of money to charity if Hashem showed us a minyan. 
I told my husband to pull over to the side to daven before it got too late, but 
he refused to listen to this suggestion. I silently prayed in my heart that 
Hashem see his devotion that even on vacation he got up early and every day 
he gave up salary and it was not possible to disappoint him now. Again, I 
pleaded with my husband to pull to the side and daven, he thought to go into 
a prison to look for a minyan, but with difficulty I was able to dissuade him 
from that and with a heavy heart he pulled over next to a bus stop. He 
opened the door and we heard someone ask repeatedly: “Mincha?! Mincha?! 
Perhaps you can be the tenth for Mincha???!!!” 
My husband excitedly jumped out of the car and davened Mincha. 
Apparently, the excitement in his life stemmed from the feeling of love in the 
world that He loves us, and Hashem never abandons those who desire Him 
and truly call out to Him!!! 
I knew immediately that I should send this story to Tiv Hahasgacha to let 
everyone know that He is G-d and there is none beside Him!!! 
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הנה ה' ניצב עליוו  
And behold! Hashem was standing over him 

There is a famous story about the Chofetz Chaim zt”l 
who heard that there was a man who opened his store 
on Shabbos, so he asked the man why he opens his 
story on Shabbos. The man told him that since it is very 
difficult to make a living, he has no choice but to open 
his store on Shabbos and increase his income. The 
Chofetz Chaim asked him what does he sell, and the 
man replied that he sells wine. The Chofetz Chaim told 
him that he had an excellent suggestion for him that will 
enable him to increase his income, he should insert an 
extra spigot into the barrel, so he will be able to sell 
more wine. The man was astonished, even if he inserts 
an extra spigot it will not help at all since the amount of 
wine will not increase! The Chofetz Chaim replied, ‘The 
same applies to your livelihood, do you think that if you 
open an extra ‘spigot’ your income will increase? 
Certainly not, rather, whatever is decreed that you will 
earn is what you will actually earn and nothing more.’ 
In our parsha we learn about Yaakov Avinu (28:11)  ויקח'

 he took from the stones‘ – מאבני המקום וישם מראשותיו'
of the place and he put them around his head’ and 
Rashi explains ‘He made them like a gutter-pipe around 
his head, because he was afraid of dangerous animals’. 
Two posukim later it states 'והנה ה' ניצב עליו' – ‘and 
behold! Hashem was standing over him’ and Rashi 
explains ‘was standing over him – to guard him’, we see 
that despite Yaakov Avinu placing stones around his 
head, HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells him that He is the One 
guarding him. We can ask, didn’t Yaakov know that that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu was guarding him? Surely, he 
knew, then why did he gather stones and place them 
around his head? Rather, Yaakov Avinu knew Who was 
guarding him but from his side he had to put in the 
effort! 
We spend all our lives putting in effort, we exert much 
to earn a living, for health, for faith, as much as 
possible, and sometimes we forget that essentially it is 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu Who runs the world and He does 
everything! He establishes ‘who will live and who will 
die, who will be poor and who will be rich, etc.’ perhaps 
the time has come to let up? Simply stop trying so 
hard… and depend on HaKadosh Baruch Hu as He is the 
One Who guards over me, and He gives me a livelihood, 
and I should not try to open more spigots, rather, we 
simply must know that we are obligated to just put in 
the effort! 
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It is told in the name of the Rebbe of Yerushalayim, HaGaon Rebbe 
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l, that if the people of the House of Israel 
would hold onto the customs of their ancestors without budging from 
them at all, Satan would never be successful, and no one would have 
every removed the yoke of Judaism in the garden of the House of 
Israel, for as we have stated, the whole strength of the Inclination to 
lead the person astray comes about because the person thinks he is 
smarter than the ancestral customs. However, as long as he 
innocently follows them without understanding what or why he 
follows the tradition of his forefathers, the Inclination will not be able 
to turn his ear to change his custom, since the matter is not 
dependent on rational logic. Therefore, when HaGaon Rebbe Yosef 
Chaim was asked how long do the peiyos have to be when taking a 
haircut, he would respond, not one hair less or more then the peiyos 
of the father. The concept of following the tradition of the fathers 
includes every detail, even the number of hairs, and only when a 
person holds onto the customs of his forefathers, the Evil Inclination 
will not have an opening to turn him off the correct path. 
It is brought down in the writings of the Reshash that when we say 
 and the G-d of our forefathers’ in the bracha of the‘ – 'ואלקי אבותינו'
Fathers [in the beginning of Shemona Esrei] that we must accept upon 
ourselves the four death penalties of Beis Din [court]. I said by way of 
teaching a moral lesson, that this comes to teach us that when a 
person wants to hold onto the religion of the Torah, it is incumbent 
on him to know that the Torah was given by the G-d of our forefathers 
and we must encourage the devotion in the customs of his 
forefathers, for as we have stated, this is the foundation to fulfilling 
the entire Torah. 
We also see that Yaakov followed the ways of his father further on in 
the parsha, every time Yaakov spoke of his Creator he mentions that 
He is the G-d of his forefathers. The first time we see this is right 
before he flees from Lavan’s house when he tells Rachel and Leah the 
reason for his success, that he earned this because (31:5)  אלקי אבי'

 the G-d of my father was with me’. Even after he fled and‘ – היה כמדי'
Lavan caught up to him Yaakov told him (31:42)  לולי אלקי אבי אלקי'

 Had not the G-d of‘ – אברהם ופחד יצחק היה לי כי עתה ריקם שלחתני'
my father, the G-d of Avraham, and the Dread of Yitzchak, been with 
me, you would have surely sent me away empty handed’, whenever 
he spoke of HaKadosh Baruch Hu he mentioned his forefathers, and 
his intent with this was to teach that a person will not be able to cling 
to his Creator if he does not realize that He is the G-d of his 
forefathers, and if he wants to cling, then it is incumbent on him to 
follow in their footsteps. 
Even Lavan himself realized this, for the forefathers of Yaakov were 
the essence of his clinging to his Creator, and when he spoke to him 
about his running away he understood that the reason he did so was 
his clinging to the ways of his forefathers. Therefore, he wanted to be 
close to and to see his father Yitzchak to merit the illumination of his 
light, and this is why he told him (31:30)  ועתה הלך הלכת כי נכסוף'

'לבית אביךה נכספת  – ‘Now, you have gone because you have longed 
greatly for your father’s house’. All those years that Yaakov stayed in 
his house he saw how he weighed his deeds if they were in line with 
theirs or not, therefore, he understood this is why he fled. Even when 
he told him that he was being held back from doing anything bad to 
him by a command from Hashem Yisbarach (31:29)  ואלקי אביכם אמר'

לך מדבר עם יעקב מטוב כד רע' לאמרה שמראלי   – ‘but the G-d of your 
father spoke to me last night, saying, “Beware of speaking with 
Yaakov either good or bad.’” The words ‘G-d of your father’ were 
constantly spoken by Yaakov and even Lavan recognized this. From 
here we learn a way of life, that we must be devoted the customs of 
our forefathers, then we will merit to hold onto the religion of the 
Torah, and we will merit upright and blessed generations. 
 

צאן רבצים עליה כי מן וירא והנה באר בשדה והנה שם שלשה עדרי 
)כט:ב(הבאר ההוא ישקו העדרים והאבן גדלה על פי הבאר:   

He looked, and behold, a well in the field, and there were three 
flock of sheep lying beside it, for from that well they would 
water the flocks, and the stone on the mouth of the well was 
large. (29:2) 
The main point of the story of Yaakov going to Paddan Aram, can 
be understood at face value that he went to marry one of Lavan’s 
daughters. The purpose of the Torah in telling us these stories is 
to tell us the history of the Jewish Nation (as mentioned by Rashi 
in the beginning of Parashas Bereishis). However, to achieve this 
purpose, it was not necessary for the Torah describe at length 
every minute detail, how he met Rachel near the well, and all the 
other details of the story that the Torah saw fit to relate, and if 
we see that the Torah went to lengths to relate them, then it is a 
sign for us that this is coming to teach us lessons in the ways of 
life. The Torah is eternal, and all its words are to teach the ways 
for a person to serve, therefore, it is fitting for us to consider 
what the intent of the Torah is in these events. 
One of the things that we can learn from here is the topic of 
going in the paths of the ancestors. Since Yaakov Avinu realized 
that his father found his match near a well, therefore, he also 
saw fit to find himself near a well so that he would find his 
match. Although this cannot be understood on a rational level, as 
just because Yitzchak found his match near a well we cannot say 
that the same thing will happen to Yaakov. Still, Yaakov 
innocently went to teach the future generations what it is to walk 
in the paths of the fathers. A person does not have the wisdom 
to change from the ways of his forefathers in every situation, 
even if he sees a valid reason to change from the customs of his 
forefathers, still, he must innocently follow their paths, for by 
doing this he is guaranteed that he and his children will not veer 
from the ways of Hashem Yisbarach. 
When a person is inclined to follow the customs of his 
forefathers, then even if he intends to be more stringent than his 
forefathers, he nevertheless has laid out the concept that his 
ancestral customs do not obligate him, then , even when he tries 
to be lenient he will not be able to open his mouth to his 
Inclination when he wants to strengthen the customs of his 
ancestors, for then his Inclination will entice him and tell him that 
there is no substance to his argument, once he himself has found 
a flaw and has made the act more stringent which was not their 
original custom. Thus, his argument is not sound, and we find 
that the change he made to be more stringent actually brings him 
to a lesser observance, and his Inclination will be able to entice 
him with this and it will continue to entice him to change other 
things from easy to hard, and it is impossible to know how far 
these things will go. However, if he constantly stays firm in his 
ancestral customs, even those things which in his mind need to 
be more stringent, then his Inclination will not be able to entice 
him for even if the Inclination finds 150 reasons to permit 
something or to be lenient, he can respond to it by saying, ‘I am 
holding onto the ways of my father, even if I do not understand 
what or why he did this, I am still not wise enough to change it, 
even if I am strong-minded to improve it and be more stringent, 
and certainly when it comes to being more lenient’ and from the 
power of this argument the Inclination will not have any sway on 
him.     
 
 

 קיום הדת ע"י ההליכה בדרכי אבות
Keeping the religion by going in the ways of the 

fathers 
 


