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This issue is dedicated to the Jews in Israel and other places who are targeted 

simply for their connection to their Heavenly Father.  If we don’t strengthen 

those bonds - the terrorists win. 
 

“And [Yaakov] encountered the place and spent the night there because the sun had set… and 

lay down in that place.”(Beraishis 28:11) 

When Yaakov came to this spot, he was totally unprepared for it.  He intended to enter the city while it 

was still light, but HaShem miraculously made the sun set two hours early and Yaakov was forced to 

make camp for the night. 

The actual place he reached was Har HaMoriyah, site of the akeidas Yitzchak where Isaac was nearl 

sacrificed years before and future home of the Bais HaMikdash, the holy Temple.  The word “vayifga,” 

meaning “and he encountered,” conveys that it was unexpected; that he “bumped into” this place. It 

also can be interpreted as “and he prayed,” as a form of the word is used to describe pleading entreaties 

in prayer.  It is from here that our sages deduce that Yaakov established Ma’ariv, the evening prayer. 

It is curious that Yaakov would come to an unknown and unexpected place, and before he even got his 

bearings or prepared a place to stay for the night, he would pray.  Could he not have first taken the 

rocks which would be used for his protection and perhaps lit a small fire for warmth and light?  Then he 

could have properly prepared himself for tefila and begun his prayers without fear of being disturbed. 

Yaakov’s actions teach us an important lesson.  When one finds himself in a hostile environment, 

Divine protection is more important than physical protection.  Yaakov came to a place which he 

thought was devoid of holiness.  Therefore, the first thing he had to do was instill some kedusha in the 

place by worshiping there.  It is dangerous, spiritually even more so 

than physically, for a Jew to be in a place without holiness.  

Therefore, immediately upon his arrival he began to pray.  To tarry 

for even a few moments, just long enough to get settled for the 

night, in a place with no spirituality, would be detrimental.  Only 

after he prayed and elevated the location did he get down to the task 

of preparing a place to sleep and actually lie down. 

Further proof of this motivation comes when Yaakov awakens from 

the dream in which G-d appeared to him.  He exclaims, “There is G-dliness in this place, and I didn’t 

know!”  Had he known, he would have taken the time to prepare himself first and daven appropriately, 

perhaps after he had set up camp.  Because he didn’t know, however, he could not take the chance of 

remaining in a spiritual vacuum.  He therefore did what he could to bring kedusha to the place and he 

elevated the physical to the spiritual with his actions. 

This should drive us to action too.  We must never allow ourselves to dwell in a spiritual wasteland, 

even of our own design. We must constantly grow and do what we can to bring spirituality to whatever 

place we find ourselves in.  Then we will follow the example of Yaakov, and be able to lie down in 

peace and tranquility, knowing we are safe from harm. 

 



 

Ani Yehudi – by Rabbi Michael Skobac 

When Leah gave birth to her fourth son, she named him Yehudah. (Genesis 29:35) This name has the meaning 

of to thank, acknowledge, praise. "And she said: Now I will thank Hashem! Therefore she called his name 

Yehudah." 

Why would she only be thanking God now, after her fourth son? 

Rashi comments: Because I have assumed more than my share, so from 

now on I will thank/praise Hashem. 

Jacob had four wives and it was known that he would have 12 sons. 

Therefore, Leah assumed that she was going to have three of those 

sons. When she had a fourth, she was overwhelmed with a feeling that 

she has received more than she was supposed to. 

The Gerrer Rebbe explained that the word for Jew (Yehudi) is derived 

from this name of Yehuda. We are each to recognize that everything we 

have is a Divine gift that exceeds what we are worthy of receiving. The very first words we utter when arising in 

the morning are: Modeh ani Lefanecha Melech Chai v'Kayam...I gratefully thank You, O living and eternal King, 

for You have returned my soul within me with compassion - abundant is Your faithfulness.  

We acknowledge that life itself is a privilege - a wonderful gift. 
 

More on Thankfulness – 

The Ponevizher Rav commented on why Leah’s gratitude was so noteworthy. She said she had gotten more than her 
share. 12 children divided by 4 wives equals 3.  When she had a fourth son, she realized that she had gotten more 
than her share.  But, says the Rav, she realized something even more startling too. 

If she had four, then someone else would get two.  In other words, 

what everyone “knew” they were getting was wrong!  She had 
thought she was guaranteed the three children, but now she realized 
that everything she had was a gift.   

This is what led her to make a dramatic statement of appreciation.  
Suddenly, she had a new appreciation for the first three children 
she’d had.  She no longer took them for granted. 

When she said, “This time I will thank G-d,” it was a new 

understanding of what we are thanking Him for – which is every 
thing we have been blessed with. 

Even More on Thankfulness – 

There is another aspect to Leah’s act which made it stand out.  
When Yehudah was born, Leah felt a tremendous sense of 
gratitude.  As we noted above, she gained new perspective and 
insight into the things with which we are blessed.  This was a very strong emotion and she didn’t want to lose it. 

Therefore, she called her son Yehudah, so that every time she heard his name; every time she called him in to 
dinner or even reprimanded him for misbehavior; she would once again remember the feeling she had when he 
was born, and continue to be grateful.  She would treat him as she would a great gift because she had this 
constant reminder.  She would not complain about things, because she would recall just how wonderful HaShem 
was to her – and so is He to all of us.  
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