
  

Excerpted from Dirshu shiur delivered by Dayan Chaim Heimlich שליט"א at Adass Israel Shul 

סעיף כד חקכסימן   

May one whose seat in shul is behind the 

Kohanim remain there for ברכת כהנים? 

The Mechaber paskens that people who sit behind 

the Kohanim are not included in the ברכת כהנים.  The 

reason brought by the Mishna Berura1 is because 

the recipients of the beracha must be standing face 

to face2 with the Kohanim.  The Mishna Berura3 

rules that one who is not face 

to face with the Kohanim is 

not included in the beracha.  

The Shulchan Aruch HaRav4 

holds that bedieved one is 

included in the beracha.  

Those who are in front or on 

the side of the Kohanim are 

included in the beracha and 

even an iron wall cannot divide people from 

receiving the beracha.   

The Mechaber continues that those people who are 

 like those in the field who are burdened by ,אנוסים

their work and cannot make it to shul are included 

in the beracha even if they are behind the Kohanim.  

The Bach5 discusses the common scenario of 

people who have seats in the front of the shul.  

These seats occasionally end up being behind the 

Kohanim when they duchen.  It seems that there 

was a practice not to move from their seats to a 

more central location for birchas Kohanim.  The 

Bach offers a justification for this practice.  He 

argues that since these people bought their seats, 

                                                           
 ס"ק צד 1
 פנים כנגד פנים 2
 ס"ק נא 3
4  
 הובא במ"ב ס"ק צה 5
 שם 6

they are considered אנוסים and are therefore able 

to receive the beracha even when behind the 

Kohanim like those people  ‘in the field’.   The 

Mishna Berura brings a number of poskim who 

disagree with the Bach, as does the Mishna Berura 

himself.   

Is the shliach tzibbur yotzei ברכת כהנים if the amud 

of the shliach tzibbur is behind the Kohanim? 

However, there are 

places where the ba’al 

tefillah stands behind 

the duchen.  In this case 

it may very well be that 

everyone would agree to 

the logic of the Bach.  

Since the shliach tzibbur 

cannot move in the 

middle of chazaras hashatz, this would be 

considered a bona fide אונס. 

The halacha of “face to face” 

The Mishna Berura6 rules that one who stands on 

the side of the Kohanim is still included in the 

beracha.  The Biur Halacha7 adds that in order to 

fulfill the requirement of ‘face to face’ the person 

should face ‘south’8 towards the Kohen.  It is 

reported that the custom of the Chasam Sofer was 

to be directly in front of the Kohanim.  Some9 bring 

various proofs from different sources for such a 

practice but from the Shulchan Aruch there seems 

to be no advantage in doing so. 

 ד"ה 'אבל' 7
8 When the Kohanim are standing in the east, one who is on 
the right side of the Kohanim needs to face south in order to 
be facing the Kohanim. 
 ספר תשובות והנהגות מהגר"מ שטרנבך שליטא 9
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Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 
מא -סימן קכח סעיפים ל   

There are five different instances where a Kohen 

is invalid for duchening. 
 

1. Blemishes: One who has a blemish on his face, 

hands, or legs that will attract the attention of 

the recipients of the beracha and thereby cause 

them to lose focus.  It is therefore that such a 

Kohen is invalid for duchening.  This also applies 

to a Kohen who has a distinguishing color on 

those parts of the body. 

2. Speech Impediment: One who cannot properly 

pronounce the words of birchas Kohanim may 

not duchen.  For example, one who cannot 

pronounce the “sh” sound and instead say “ss” 

may not duchen unless that is the common 

pronunciation in that particular place.10 

3. A Minor: A Kohen who is under Bar Mitzvah is 

restricted in his ability to duchen.11 

4. A Kohen who transgressed certain aveiros: 

5. One who killed someone even accidentally.  

One was ‘forced’ to kill someone, for example 

one who was taken into the army and killed 

someone in a time of war, is still able to 

duchen.12 

6. One who is a מומר לעכו"ם and one who regularly 

transgresses hilchos Shabbos in public.13  

7. One who transgresses the special halachos 

pertaining to Kohanim.  For example, a Kohen 

who marries a forbidden woman i.e. a divorcee 

or contaminates himself with a corpse. 

8. One who drank a reviis of wine.   
___________________________  

Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 

 סימן קכח סעיף מד
Why is there no daily Birkas Kohanim in Chutz 

La’aretz? 

The Maharil (quoted in Beis Yosef 128) was asked 

why the kohanim don’t duchen daily (in Chutz 

La’aretz), it is after all a mitzvas aseh? He answered 

that there were two reasons: 1) the kohanim were 

accustomed to go to the mikvah before they would 

duchen, and this can be difficult to do on a daily 

basis in the winter-months. 2) due to bitul 

melachah [which seems to imply that the kohanim 

and/or the tzibbur need to finish davening earlier in 

order to go to work]. The Maharil adds that as long 

as the kohen is not called upon to recite Birkas 

Kohanim, he does not violate any mitzvah. 

The Beis Yosef takes issue with the Maharil’s 

reasoning of kohanim going to the mikvah prior to 

Birkas Kohanim. Wouldn’t it be better, he asks, to 

abolish the minhag of tevilah prior to Birkas 

Kohanim, as then there would be a daily Birkas 

Kohanim? 

The Darchei Moshe (128) resolves this difficulty by 

stating that the main reason of the Maharil is the 

2nd reason; namely that the nation is struggling with 

parnassah. This impacts on their level of simcha, 

and they can therefore not properly duchen during 

                                                           
10 MB 120.  See also Dirshu note 127 for how this halacha 
applies in our times. 
11 See Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah for a detailed description of 
this halacha. 

the week or even on Shabbos, as they are still  

thinking about their livelihood then. Only on Yom 

Tov when there is a mitzvah to be b’simcha, can the 

kohanim reach a level of simcha to properly bentsch 

the tzibbur. 

Another reason is given in Shu”t Beis Efraim (OC 6), 

who also writes that one should not change the 

common minhag in Chutz La’aretz, which is sourced 

from the Maharam M’rottenburg and his talmidim. 

He writes that the difference between Eretz Yisroel 

and Chutz La’aretz is based on the yichus of the 

kohanim. Due to the many travails and travels that 

occurred in Chutz La’aretz over the ages, the yichus 

of the kohanim by definition went down, as it is 

very hard to ascertain the true yichus of kohanim in 

Chutz La’aretz. Therefore, it is not advisable to 

duchen every day in Chutz La’aretz as there is a real 

likelihood of it being an issur, namely a zar doing 

Birkas Kohanim and saying a brachah levatalah. On 

Yom Tov, however, they still allowed kohanim to 

duchen, although it is not ideal as explained, due to 

the concern that the kohanim might come to forget 

the halachos that they are obligated to keep (as we 

still want them to keep their halachos assuming 

that they are real kohanim; not marrying ladies 

unfit for kohanim, not touching dead people etc.). 

In Eretz Yisroel, on the other hand, where the yichus 

is better, they allowed for daily duchening. 

12 See Dirshu note 134 quoting from the Igros Moshe. 
13 MB 134, Dirshu note 140 & 141. 



The Weekly Chart by A. Traurig 

 סימן צט וסימן קכח סעיף לח

Drinking alcohol before davening, brachos, and duchening 

 Birchos Krias 
Shema 

Krias Shema 
(and Birkas 
Hamazon 
which is 

covered more 
fully in Siman 

185) 

Tefillah Other brachos Kohen going to 
duchan 

(references in this 
column are for 
Siman 128:38) 

Person who has 
drunk less than a 
reviis of wine (or 

equivalent 
amount of other 
alcohol –MB 1) 

Mutar lechatchila (MB 2) Mutar lechatchila 
(Mechaber) 

( ּיּוּשת ) - Person 
who has drunk 

more than a reviis 
but can speak 
before a king 

Lechatchila – 
assur to say 
Birchos Krias 
Shema just 

like it is assur 
to say Krias 
Shema and 
should wait 
until sober 

(MB 7) 
 

Lechatchila – 
assur to say 
Shema  and 
should wait 
until sober, 

except if 
zman krias 
shema will 
pass  (MB 3) 

 

Bedieved if 
already 

drunk, still 
not exempt 
from Shema 
obligation 
which is 

d’oraisa (MB 8) 

Lechatchila 
– assur to 
daven and 

should wait 
until sober, 

except if 
zman tefilla 

will pass 
(MB 3) 

 
Bedieved if 

already 
davened – 

yotzo 
(Mechaber 1) 

Lechatchila 
mutar 

(Mechaber 1) 

If wine – poskim 
agree that assur.* 

 
If other alcohol – 
poskim agree that 

mutar 
(MB 141) 

 

( ּרּכּוּש ) - Person 
who is drunk and 

cannot speak 
before a king, but 
not reached the 

level of ‘drunk as 
Lot’ 

Lechatchila – 
assur to say 
Birchos Krias 
Shema just 

like it is assur 
to say Krias 
Shema and 
should wait 
until sober 

(MB 7) 
 

Bedieved, if 
already 

drunk, do not 
say Birchos 
Krias Shema 

(Dirshu 8) 

Lechatchila 
assur to get 

drunk before 
fulfilling 

obligation. 
 

Bedieved if 
already 

drunk, still 
not exempt 
from Shema 
obligation 
which is 

d’oraisa (MB 
8) 

Even 
bedieved it 
is assur and 
this is even 

if zman 
tefilla will 

pass. 
(Mechaber 

1) 

Lechatchila 
mutar 

(Mechaber 1) 
 

However, the 
Gra holds that 
lechatchila one 

should be 
machmir not to 
make brachos 

(MB 11) 

If wine – poskim 
agree that assur.* 

 
If other alcohol – 

The Magen 
Avraham permits 

while many 
Acharonim assur*. 

(MB 141) 
 

Person who has 
reached the level 
of ‘drunk as Lot’ 

Absolutely assur according to all opinions (MB 11) Absolutely assur 
according to all 
opinions** (MB 

141) 
 

* If the Kohen ascended the duchan anyway, can rely on opinions that are lenient in order to not embarrass him. ** In this case, all agree that even if the Kohen 

ascended the duchan, he must descend. (Dirshu 143) 
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Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah 

 סימן קכח סעיף לד

Can a Kohen who is under Bar Mitzvah duchen? 

There are four age brackets for Kohanim with 

relation to birchas Kohanim. 

1. Under Bar Mitzvah and has not yet reached 

the age where he can duchen like all other 

Kohanim:14 Should not duchen.  

2. Under Bar Mitzvah and has reached the age 

where he can physically duchen like the 

‘grownup’ Kohanim.  While he should not 

duchen on his own as it is considered a lack of 

respect towards the tzibbur to be dependent 

on the beracha of a minor.15  He is, however, 

able to duchen when other Kohanim are 

present.16  There are some communities 

where minors are not permitted to duchen at 

all.17 

3. From 13 – 1818 years old: The Kohen may 

duchen infrequently but not on a consistent 

basis.19 

4. A Kohen above the age of 18: May always 

duchen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
14 He must know how and be able to duchen properly with 
dividing his fingers in the correct way. [MB 123, Dirshu note 
131] 
15 MB 122 
16If there is only one other Kohen there is a question whether 
the shliach tzibbur should announce ‘Kohanim’.  [MB 38]  
17 See שו"ת הרמ"ע מפאנו ס' צה 
18 Or until he is able to grow a full beard. [MB 126] 
19 See MB 125 that in chutz la’aretz he may duchen on Yom 
Tov as that is still considered infrequent. 

Did you know? 

 סימן קכח

1.  A Kohen who has certain blemishes20 on his face, 

hands, or feet should not duchen21 unless he has 

resided in the city for at least thirty days.22 

[Mechaber 30] 

2.  Ideally the shliach tzibbur should be מקרא using 

the same pronunciation as the Kohen.  For example, 

if the Kohen will be recititng the words in  הברה

 in מקרא then the shliach tzibbur should be אשכנזית

that הברה and vice versa. [Dirshu note 127] 

3.  Even though a Kohen who killed is invalid for 

duchening, if he has done teshuva he may duchen. 

[Rama 35] 

4.  A Kohen who does not keep mitzvos may 

duchen23 (except for those mentioned above in the 

Kollel Beis HaTalmud section). [Mechaber 39]   

5.  The custom is for a mourner who is in the shiva 

period not to duchen.  He should exit the shul 

before he is requested to duchen.  If he did not exit 

and was called to duchen, he should duchen. 

[Mechaber 43, MB 157] 

 

20 See שו"ת התעוררות תשובה חלק א סימן נז who is lenient with 
regard to these halachos since the custom is to anyway not 
look at the Kohanim when they duchen. 
21 These blemishes attract attention and there is a concern 
that they will detract from the yisroelim’s attention to the 
birchas Kohanim [MB 109]. 
22 Since the concern is that people might look at him, but if 
they are used to him already, then there is no concern.  
23 See MB 146 who brings the Rambam’s explanation for this 
halacha. 
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