
פרשת תזריע-מצורה 
The Wrong Judge  

This week's פרשה discusses two 
subjects. One is about a woman giving 
birth and the other is about the מצורה. 

Is there a connection between these 
two subjects or is it two random 
subjects written one next to each 
other? Also, we see that some times  
 was a punishment for speaking צרעת
 and other times it was to לשון הרע
discover the treasures hidden in the 
walls of the home. How can the same 
affliction be good for one and bad for 
the other?  

To understand the concept of the      
 one needs to understand the ,מצורה
 פרקי אבות in משנה The .לשון הרע  of עבירה
 וְאַל ָּתִדין אֶת ֲחֵבְרָך עַד ֶׁשַּתּגִיעַ states פרק ב׳
  is one לשון הרע The essence of .לְִמקֹומֹו
judging his fellow and condemning 
him. He's not content with that alone; 
he then has the need to share his 
judgment to others. Not only that, 
instead of positively judging the other 
person, he did the opposite and judged 
him negatively.  

The משנה uses the word ָּתִדין which 
means judging. Hashem gave us 
humans the power of בחירה. This 
includes the ability to judge ourselves 
and others. The power of a judge is 
that he can rule in favor of a person or 

against: he can keep the convict part 
of society by finding him not guilty or 
isolate him from society by finding him 
guilty and incarcerate him.  

A person speaking לשון הרע has the 
same power. He can judge positively 
and keep everyone in כלל ישראל 
together as one, or judge negatively 
and cause a rift within כלל ישראל. This 
all happens in one's heart before 
speaking. The judgment happens in 
one's heart and the speaking is a result 
of that.  

The sin of לשון הרע is greater than the 
three עבירות of which a person must  
sacrifice his life for. Any עבירה a person 
commits is something between himself 
and Hashem. לשון הרע is worse than 
that since it creates a rift between 
Hashem and his children. We have  
power as כלל ישראל when we're באחדות 
but לשון הרע destroys all of that.  

The משנה tell us not to judge our 
fellows Jews. It doesn't tell us to judge 
favorably. It tells us not to judge at all! 
The act of judging in itself is a divisive 
act which belongs to Hashem only. 
Only Hashem truly knows the struggle 
and ability of his children and therefore 
only He can judge. Although one can 
ask that the משנה in אבות פרק א׳ 



contradicts this by stating that "you 
shall judge every person favorably" 
which obviously means that we do 
judge.  What the משנה means is that 
one should always actively look to find 
the positive in other people. Much of 
this point has been expanded in ליקוטי 
  .מוהר״ן תורה רפ"ב

The punishment of speaking לשון הרע is 
 has to separate from מצורה The .צרעת
people and sit secluded just like he 
caused this to happen to other people. 
The צרעת itself is dependent on size; it 
can either spread, stay the same size, 
or reduce in size. The afflicted caused 
the same to happen to the affected 
person; the gossip spread to other 
people and caused even more damage. 
In addition, the כהן had to judge the 
 spread or changed in נגע if his מצורה
color. The act of judging was done by 
the כהן to teach him that it's only up to 
Hashem or the צדיק to judge. The כהן 
showed him how to judge positively 
and how to look at the good of 
everyone and everything.  

The צרעת in itself is never a positive 
event. It's something that comes from 
the inside of the skin spreading to the 
surface. The outcome, however, 
depends on size, color, and location. 
Judging is never a positive trait yet the 

outcome also depends. A positive 
judgment brings out the good which is 
also the treasures found in the homes 
and the negat ive br ings about 
separation which happens to the 
person himself as a result.  

Every child born brings about גילוי אלקות 
in this world. It's not the actions or 
 performed: it's the essence of a מצות
 in this world that brings about נשמה
  .כבוד שמים

It can be understood like a forest. A 
fo rest tha t be longs to a k ing 
demonstrates the honor and glory of 
the king. The greater the forest the 
greater the honor. A נשמה is like the 
tree in the forest. Every נשמה in this 
world, even by doing nothing, is a 
greater honor to Hashem.  

Speaking לשון הרע is like a forest fire. It 
d e s t r o y s t h e b e a u t y a n d t h e 
equilibrium of the forest. So too, it 
destroys the beauty and אחדות of כלל 
  .ישראל

We needed ow we understand the 
connection of these two subjects. 
Bringing a child into this world glorifies 
Hashem while speaking with לשון הרע 
destroys that. 

א גוט שבת


