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The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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When you go out to war against your enemy 
With every letter in the Torah teaching precious lessons, we must wonder why the Torah 
employs the phrase al oivecho – meaning against your enemy, but implying from use of 
the word al that one has the upper hand in the war.  It might be considered somewhat 
premature to assume that one has the upper hand before even engaging in the war.  The 
Sifri explains that we should interpret the phrase simply as neged oivecho – against your 
enemy.  Yet the Torah specifies the word al.  The Belzer Rebbe, Reb Yissochor Dov points 
out that many seforim inform us that the war referred to in this possuk is not a physical 
conflict, but rather the campaign one must wage against the yetzer horo (negative 
inclination).  The Rebbe notes that his father took this one step further and explained 
that aside from all the mitzvos (both positive and restrictive) that every Jew is 
commanded to keep, each person is given a specific mission in this world. The way to 
know what one’s mission is, is by seeing which mitzvah the yetzer horo fights hardest to 
keep one from fulfilling. If the negative inclination can prevent you from accomplishing 
your main purpose in this world then it will have won the war. This idea is reflected in 
the Mishnah in Pirkei Ovos [4:1],  גיבור הכובש את יצרואיזהו  - Who is a strong person?  
One who conquers his personal yetzer.  Although self-evidently we cannot win every 
battle in life, if Hashem puts us in this world with the personal task of overcoming a 
specific challenge, then it must be a reasonable inference that the challenge involved is 
a battle that we can win; indeed, a battle that we must be guaranteed to win, if only we 
do our utmost.  This is why the Torah says that when one wages war with all one’s might 
against the personal enemy, the victory is assured before one even starts. 
 

 

To the non-Jew you may lend on interest, but not to your fellow Jew 
Many meforshim (commentators) make the point, drawing on our possuk and the one immediately preceding it, that the principle 
of offering or receiving free loans requires reciprocity. Non-Jews are not subject to any restriction in terms of taking out loans with 
accruing interest from a Jew.  This is because just as they lend money on interest, so ought they to pay interest on credit advanced 
to them.  By contrast, amongst Jews, both lending and borrowing on interest is forbidden.  On possuk 20, which appears to instruct 
us that we should not “take interest” from a fellow Jew, Rashi explains the Torah’s intent as actually prohibiting the debtor from 
making any payment by way of interest to the creditor, even if such was expressly contracted at the time of entering the loan 
agreement.  His reasoning is based on the fact that the basic injunction against loaning money on interest is established much 
earlier on in the commandment set out in sefer Vayikro [25:37].  In the circumstances, there must be some supplementary and/or 
alternative lesson to be gleaned from the terminology used in our possuk here in sefer Devorim.  Indeed, from the …page 2 



 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The Chofetz Chayim once asked a Jewish man 
if he learns Torah on Shabbos.  The man 

replied that he learns a little.  The Chofetz 
Chayim pointed out that when the man will be 

asked in Heaven, after 120 years, why he did not 
learn Torah throughout the week, he will surely 
reply that it was due to his being busy with his 
livelihood.  He advised the man, “If you learn 

Torah on Shabbos it will prove to the Heavenly 
Court that when you had time, you did indeed 

learn.  Yet, if you do not learn Torah on 
Shabbos, the Court will see that even when 
you had spare time available, you did not 

spend it in learning.  Then, you will 
have no answer for your failure 

to learn during the week”. 
 

HaShabbos Betifarto 
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If a bird’s nest happens to be before you on the road 

These days in Eretz Yisroel (and elsewhere, as applicable) there 

exists a whole swathe of organisations that provide a person with 

bespoke opportunities to perform mitzvos that, left to one’s own 

devices, one might be most unlikely otherwise to perform.  For 

example, one can take part in a ceremony of pidyon petter chamor 

(redemption of a first-born donkey), buy a small plot of land in 

order to give t’rumoh and maaser (various tithes) as well as many 

other mitzvos.  The obvious question is whether these are anything 

other than ‘gimmicks’ or whether we are required actively to 

pursue these opportunities.  The Ba’alei Mussar answer in the 

affirmative and they derive a proof from the mitzvoh of shiluach 

ha’ken (sending away the mother bird before taking eggs or 

hatchlings from the nest).  The Gemoro in Maseches Chulin [139b] 

points out that one would think that there is an obligation to scour 

the forests and hills to find a bird resting on her young in order to 

perform this mitzvoh.  To counteract this supposition, therefore, 

the possuk stipulates ki yikarei – if you chance upon a nest, making 

it explicit that one is not required to go hunting for such a situation.  

Thus in relation to shiluach ha’ken, we see that if we were not to 

have the clear directive in the possuk telling us that there is no 

requirement to chase after the mitzvah, then we would indeed be 

so obligated.  We can deduce, therefore, say the Ba’alei Mussar, 

that every mitzvah that does not have a similar exempting possuk, 

releasing us from the effort of actively pursuing it, certainly 

requires us to expend time, effort and money to find the 

opportunity to perform that mitzvah.  In this month of preparation 

for the yomim noro’im, this is a timely reminder that enhanced 

mitzvah-observance can only stand us in good stead before the 

Heavenly Court. 

 

…  of the Ibn Ezra, we can deduce a sound grammatical basis 

upon which to interpret our possuk in line with Rashi.  The 

verb sashich, utilised in possuk 20 is in the causative form.  

If the intention was that it should mean not to take interest, 

it would have been written as sishoch.  The use of the 
causative form renders the meaning of sashich as ‘do not 

cause interest to be given’.  Thus, both debtor and creditor 

are injuncted from being party to an interest-bearing loan 

with another Jew.  The translation of sashich in the 

causative form then applies equally to our possuk, as the 

Seforno explains.  Rather than the Torah seeming to allow 
us to take interest from a non-Jew, la’nochri sashich now 

means to a non-Jew one may pay interest, u’le’ochicho lo 

sashich, but to your brother (i.e. another Jew) you may not 

pay interest.  It is noteworthy that immediately after this, 

the possuk continues with the promise of Hashem’s blessing 

for observance of the foregoing.  By honouring our financial 

obligations to non-Jews, with the associated kiddush 
Hashem (sanctification of Hashem’s name), we are sure to 

merit His brocho.  It is apposite to remind ourselves, 

consonant with this theme, that teshuvo (repentance), and 

even Yom haKodosh, is only efficacious in securing 

forgiveness in matters bein odom la’Mokom (between man 

and the A-lmighty).  Achieving absolution for sins bein odom 
le’chaveiro (between man and his fellow) requires a direct 

approach to the victim and a request for pardon.  Through 

our enhanced efforts in advance of the yom hadin (the Day 

of Judgment), may we merit an immediate inscription in the 

Book of Life for a year of blessing and one in which we will 

see the Final Redemption. 
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 ִּכי ִיָּקֵרא ַקן־ִצּפֹור ְלָפֶניָך ַּבֶּדֶרְך  [22:6]

 

 

 


