
Parshas Vayeira – רק אין יראת אלקים במקום הזה 

Crossing the Line 

Avimelech expresses royal indignation over Avraham Avinu’s deception of identifying Sarah 

Imeinu as his sister rather than his wife. Avraham responds that for all the cultured mannerisms 

of Avimelech’s subjects and the respect for the rule of law in his kingdom that Avimelech prided 

himself on, Eretz Pilishtim was woefully devoid of 'יראת ה. How did Avraham know that? Rashi 

explains that Avraham took Avimelech to task for getting busy with Sarah when they first arrived. 

Avimelech wanted Sarah for himself. The “Mentsch” that he was, he had to be sure it was all legal 

and above board, before he had his way with her. He had been thorough in his inquiries. He had 

carefully interrogated every servant and every member of Avraham’s entourage regarding Sarah’s 

status. He wanted to leave no doubt that Sarah was not Avraham’s wife. While this may appear 

to be reasonable, respectful and appropriate, it is actually none of the above.  

Is this how you welcome your guests, demanded Avraham. Instead of inquiring if we had proper 

accommodations and adequate provisions, you start asking us all kind of questions about Sarah. 

You may be the most cultured and decent people, but when you are overpowered with lust by 

simply setting eyes on a beautiful woman, you lose all accountability and control,  והרגוני על דבר

 even if it ends with you stooping to commit murder, in order to have your way. All the Midos –אשתי 

and proper הנהגה go out the window in a heartbeat. That’s what happens when people act properly 

and observe all rules of etiquette, yet they are devoid of Yiras Shomayim. יראת שמים  is feeling 

compelled to loyally serve your creator, realizing that you are ultimately accountable to Him and 

knowing that Hashem empowers you and is counting on you. A far more potent motivation to 

maintain your standards than just “doing the right thing” and “what will people say”.  

It’s one of the most sensational topics in the media, and it just keeps on happening. People in 

positions of power, who command respect and inspire awe, throw all caution and better judgement 

to the winds for a moment of illicit pleasure. Midos, etiquette, good manners, societal mores or 

culture, are a necessity, in order for a society to function and for any individual to be accepted 

and recognized in society. History has proven, though, time and time again – from Avimelech till 

this day – that proper and acceptable behavior, as defined by what people consider appropriate, 

is severely tested when a person is overwhelmed by temptation, anger or frustration. However, 

someone who’s Midos and goals are driven by יראת שמים, will not be easily swayed or 

overwhelmed.  

Most people interact with others on a quid pro quo basis. If you are decent with me, you can 

expect the same from me. But when a certain line is crossed, it’s every man for himself. Not so 

the ירא שמים. What else can propel the weak and elderly Avrohom Avinu to go all out for three 

dusty strangers, if not יראת שמים? What fortifies a person to graciously bear insult or look away 

from another’s selfishness, to reach out in that fellow’s time of need, if not decency born of  יראת

 ?שמים

This is the meaning of the Tefilah of ירא שמים לעולם יהא אדם   that we say by Shachris. We don’t 

have what it takes to be able to stand before Hashem in Tefillah, if not for our יראת שמים. Man has 

no strength, talent or righteousness that would adequately qualify him to gain an audience before 



the King of Kings,  ומותר האדם מן הבהמה אין– a man is hardly better than an animal who acts on 

pure instinct, if not for his יראת שמים. 

 marks the Yartzeit of R’ Yoseif Rosenberg A”H, the legendary founder of the original  ז' חשון

Shatnez Lab in Williamsburg. R’ Yoseif’s single-minded determination to arouse public awareness 

of the severity and prevalence of Shatnez, was the product not of personal interest or hope for 

material gain. It was pure יראת שמים. No other way could a homeless teenage Holocaust survivor, 

orphaned from his entire family, have stepped off the boat in a completely foreign land, and 

managed to create the framework for his great undertaking called Torah U’Mitzvoh and the 

Shatnes Laboratory. He banged out newsletters on an old typewriter and created series of 

publications that were disseminated without any public relations firm. Far from being a public 

speaker or lecturer, R’ Yosef passionately and shamelessly urged Yeshiva students of all ages to 

be concerned about the איסור  of “Shat-neth”, as he pronounced it in his stuttering lisp. He delved 

into the scientific research that became the foundation of checking for Shatnes for generations of 

Shatnes-checkers the world over, without any prior knowledge of laboratory analysis. With 

unyielding resolve, he took on the tough moguls of the clothing and textile industry and never 

backed down. Simply, because it was unconscionable for even one Yid to trespass on this עבירה. 

How does a person go far beyond the range of tolerance and patience, while overcoming any 

obstacle or challenge, if not with יהי זכרו ברוך .יראת שמים. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsah L’Parshas Vayeira 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayeira - 15 Cheshvan 

Mattisyahu ben Yochanan, Kohen Godol, father of the Chasmonaim (138 BCE, or 165) 

 Rav Chaim Pinto the Second was born in Mogador (current Essaouira), Morocco (1939). His 

grandfather, Rav Chaim the First, was the great-grandson of Rav Yosef Pinto, 

who fled from Spain to Rome with 26 talmidim after the 1492 expulsion. 

However, he had to flee to Damascus after local priests trapped him into a 

theological debate and soundly lost. When the Jewish population of Mogador 

began thinning out, Rav Chaim the Second moved to Casablanca, while his 

son, Rav Moshe Aharon Pinto, stayed Mogador to prevent his father’s shul 

from closing down. 

 

 Rav Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, the Chazon Ish (1878-1953). Educated by his father, the Av 

Beis Din in Kosova, Poland (near Grodno)), his first work on several parts 

of the Shulchan Aruch was published anonymously in Vilna in 1911 under 

the title "Chazon Ish," by which name he became known. He moved to 

Vilna about 1920 and moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1933, settling in Bnei B'rak. 

Upon his arrival in Eretz Yisrael, he devoted vast amounts of time and 

energy to Seder Zeraim, which deals mainly with laws pertaining to the 

land, to answer the many halachic problems inherent to a life in the Holy 

Land consistent with Torah. 



Motzei Shabbos – Almost-Super, Full 'Beaver Moon' will shine brighter than usual. The full 

moon on November 4 will look like a supermoon -- and appear larger than normal in the sky. 

The Beaver Supermoon will be the largest in almost 70 years. The moon won't come this close 

to Earth again until 2034. This year, those in New York City may have the opportunity to see 

both the full moon and the sun in the sky at the same time. The 10-minute window will occur 

when the sun rises at 7:30 a.m. and the moon sets at 7:40 a.m.  

Don't forget to "fall back" to end Daylight Savings Time.  

 

Sunday, Parshas Chayeh Sarah -16 MarCheshvan 

KristalNacht (1938). 1,547 Synagogues were burned; more than 10,000 Jewish businesses were 

destroyed. 1,300 Yidden were murdered. 20,000 were interred 

in concentration camps. 

 

 

 

                                         

Rav Elazar Menachem Mann Shach (1894?-2001). Born in Vaboilnick, Lithuania, and left for 

Ponevezh (38km away) at age 7. Learned at Slabodka under Rav Yechezkel 

Bernstein (Divrei Yechezkel), then under the Alter (Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, 

and developed a close relationship with Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, whose 

niece Rav Shach eventually married. In 1927, he served as Rosh Mesivta at 

Kletzk under Rav Aharon Kotler, holding the same position at Novardok from 

1932-34. In 1951, he started his career as Rosh Yeshiva at Ponevezh under 

Rav Yosef Kahanemen. 

 

R’ Shlomo Carlebach (1925-1994), the foremost Jewish songwriter in the 2nd half of the 20th 

century, who used his music to inspire Jews around the world. Over 

his 69 years, he lived in Manhattan, San Francisco, Toronto and 

Moshav Or Modiin, Israel. In a recording career that stretched over 

30 years, Reb Shlomo sang his songs on more than 25 albums. 

Shlomo Carlebach was born in Berlin, where his father, Naftali, was 

an Orthodox leader. The family, which fled the Nazis in 1933, lived 

in Switzerland before coming to New York in 1939. His father 

became the rabbi of a small synagogue on West 79th Street, 

Congregation Kehlilath Jacob; Shlomo Carlebach and his twin 

brother, Eli Chaim, took over the synagogue after their father's 

death in 1967. He studied at the Yeshiva Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn and at the Bais Medrash 

Gavoah in Lakewood, N.J. From 1951 to 1954, he worked as a traveling emissary of the Grand 

Rabbi of Lubavitch, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson. His singing career began in 

Greenwich Village, where he met Bob Dylan and other folk singers, and moved to Berkeley for 



the 1966 Folk Festival. After his appearance, he decided to remain in the Bay Area to reach out 

to what he called "lost Jewish souls," runaways and drug addicted youth.  

Monday, Parshas Chayeh Sarah – Taanis Sheini Basra - 17 MarCheshvan 

The 40 day rain of the Mabul Began. (1657) 

Tuesday, Parshas Chayeh Sarah - 18 Cheshvan 

Rav Yishayah Bardaky (1862). R' Bardaky was born in Pinsk and taught Torah there, but he 

decided to settle in Eretz Yisrael after his first wife died. When the ship carrying R' Bardaky, his 

son, Shmuel Akiva, and his daughter, neared the port of Akko, it was wrecked, and all the 

passengers were thrown into the sea. R' Bardaky, however, was a powerful swimmer, and, with 

his two children on his back, he swam ashore. Upon reaching Yerushalayim, R' Bardaky was 

appointed head of the Ashkenazic community. He also was appointed vice-consul of the Austrian 

Empire.  

 Rav Nachum Partzovitz, Rosh Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim (1986). Known worldwide for his 

intricate Shiurim in the Mir Yerushalayim. R’ Nachum was born 

in Trakai, Poland to its Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Aryeh Tzvi Partzovitz, a 

grandson of the posek of Vilna, Rabbi Shlomo HaKohen. As a young 

boy, he was reputed to have been so eager to engage in Torah study 

that he would run to cheder in the morning barefoot, because putting on 

shoes took up too much time. At the age of 9, he attended Ramailles 

Yeshiva in Vilna, and became close to its rosh yeshiva, Rav Shlomo 

Heiman.  He also spent a few years in Baranovitch, under the leadership 

of Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman and Rabbi Dovid Rappaport. However, 

when he reached the age of thirteen, the yeshiva's administration 

decided that his level of Talmudic study was too advanced for their school, so he was sent to 

learn under Rabbi Boruch Ber Leibowitz. At the age of fifteen, Rabbi Aryeh Tzvi, an alumnus 

of Yeshivas Mir, convinced his son to relocate to the Mirrer Yeshiva, where he was warmly 

welcomed by its Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Finkel. Soon after joining the yeshiva, the 

Mir Yeshiva was exiled to Shanghai to escape the horrors of the Holocaust. In Shanghai, Reb 

Nachum continued to learn with tremendous diligence, earning the respect and admiration of 

the Yeshiva's Mashgiach, Rabbi Yechezkel Levenstein, and acting Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Chaim 

Leib Shmuelevitz. During this time, Reb Nochum—known as Reb Nochom Troker — is reputed 

to have studied daily for twelve hours straight with his colleague Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum. He 

also studied with Rabbi Abba Berman. 

After briefly immigrating to Toronto, Ontario, Canada, following World War II, R’ Nachum moved 

to Israel and joined the newly established Mir yeshiva of Jerusalem. There he married Ettel, the 

daughter of R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz. R’ Nachum was a Chavrusa with R’ Shmuel Berenbaum's 

brother-in-law, Rabbi Elya Svei, during the latter's brief stay in Israel. Following the Petirah of 

his father-in-law in 1979, R’ Nachum became Rosh Yeshiva of Mir. However, due to physical 

illness, his active reign as Rosh Yeshiva was short-lived. He was known for having close 

personal relationships with his Talmidim. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trakai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Rabbi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shlomo_HaKohen_(Vilna)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baranovitch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elchonon_Wasserman
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dovid_Rappaport&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_Mitzvah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boruch_Ber_Leibowitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mir_yeshiva_(Poland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliezer_Yehuda_Finkel_(Mir_rosh_yeshiva,_Poland_and_Jerusalem)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mashgiach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yechezkel_Levenstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaim_Leib_Shmuelevitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaim_Leib_Shmuelevitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shmuel_Berenbaum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abba_Berman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aliyah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elya_Svei


Rabbi Meir Kahane Hy”d - assassinated November 5, on a visit to New York City (1932-1990). 

Born in Brooklyn, NY, to Rabbi Charles Kahane, who was involved 

in the Revisionist Zionist movement, and was a close friend of Zev 

(Vladimir) Jabotinsky. Meir was active in Betar, the militant 

revisionist youth movement. Kahane received a degree in 

International Law from New York University, and ordination from 

the Mir Yeshiva in Brooklyn. He edited the Jewish Press, and 

served as a pulpit rabbi and teacher in New York until the mid-

1960s. His life's work, however, started in 1968, when he founded 

the Jewish Defense League (JDL), setting out to change the image of the Jew from "weak and 

vulnerable" to one of a "mighty fighter, who strikes back fiercely against tyrants." Kahane and his 

family moved to Israel in 1971, where he founded the militantly anti-Arab Kach party. His son, 

Binyamin Zev Kahane Hy”d, was murdered by Arab extremists in 2001, as he traveled with his 

family in the West Bank. 

Wednesday, Parshas Chayeh Sarah - 19 Marcheshvan 

 R’ Bentzion Shenker (1925-2016) First Yartzeit 

He wasn’t a Rov or a Rebbe. Yet, his influence was felt, and is 

still felt, in virtually every Jewish home. There is not a Shabbos 

or a Yomtov or any Simcha, where the songs composed by 

Bentzion Shenker are not sung. Reb Bentzion was the famed 

musical secretary of the admorim of Modzitz and a renowned 

composer, who wrote some of the most well-known niggunim in 

the frum world, such as Aishes Chayil, Yosis 

Alayich and Mizmor L’Dovid. 

Born in 1925, four years after his parents had immigrated from Poland, Reb Bentzion Shenker’s 

family first settled on the East Side of Manhattan and moved to Williamsburg. They then 

resettled in Bedford-Stuyvesant/Crown Heights.  His mother later remarked that her Bennele, at 

the young age of two or three, never needed any toys to keep himself occupied. Realizing how 

musically gifted her son was, she simply sat him down at a Victrola. Bennele sat at the Victrola 

for hours, amusing himself and memorizing the popular cantorial pieces of the day. One record 

after the next, the hours would fly by. At about age 12, Bentzion’s musical interest and singing 

talent were further honed when he joined Chazzan Yehoshua Weiser’s choir. In 1938, right after 

my bar mitzvah, Weiser took him to a studio to record one of his songs, Der Alter Chazzan, and 

he also presented him as a soloist in live radio performances and concerts. While Reb Bentzion 

was a member of the choir, he began learning how to write and read music, also studying with 

Seymour Silbermintz, a brother of the well-known Agudah activist Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz, 

from 1939 to 1941. 

As a bochur, in the late 1940s, Reb Bentzion would spend time on Motzoei Shabbos with two of 

his friends, Rav Moshe Wolfson and Reb Shlomo Carlebach. Rav Wolfson would later 

become rov of Bais Medrash Emunas Yisroel of Boro Park and mashgiach ruchni of Yeshiva 

Torah Vodaas, while Reb Shlomo went on to become a famous composer and singer. At that 

time, each Motzoei Shabbos, the three young yeshiva bochurim would head to the West Side of 

Manhattan to join the Bobover Rebbe, Rav Shlomo Halberstam zt”l. 



It was in 1940, the week of Parshas Noach, when Reb Bentzion was 15 years old, that his 

lifelong bond with the chassidus of Modzitz and its great admorim was forged. The second 

Modzitzer Rebbe, Rav Shaul Yedidya Elazer Taub zt”l (1886-1947), known as the Imrei Shaul, 

succeeded his father, Rav Yisroel, in 1920. With the outbreak of World War II, he fled from 

Poland to Vilna, in Lithuania, and from there he made his way across Russia to Shanghai, 

China, eventually arriving in America and settling in New York. On Friday night, Reb Bentzion 

and his father joined a group of people who walked from the Poilisher shteeble on Dekalb 

Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, where they davened, to attend the Rebbe’s tish in Williamsburg. 

He was thus exposed for the first time to the Modzitzer Rebbe, whose music he would later 

make famous and would preserve for more than half a century. 

A few months later, the Rebbe was invited to spend Shabbos at the large Van Buren Shul in 

Bedford-Stuyvesant. Shabbos morning, the Rebbe, who had been staying at the home of 

a chossid of his, invited Reb Bentzion’s father to join for the Shabbos seudah, remarking, “Bring 

your son along as well.” Reb Bentzion told Rabbi Yitzchok Hisiger of Yated Ne’eman the 

following in an interview: “When I came into the house where the Rebbe was staying, I saw him 

sitting at the head of a table. There were about a minyan of people there. I sat down on a couch 

located right behind the Rebbe and I noticed a sefer there on the side of the couch called 

‘Lachassidim Mizmor,’ written in 1935 by R’ Meir Geshuri of Yerushalayim. The sefer contained 

a biography of the Modzitzer Rebbe and other rebbes, as well as musical notations of 

Modzitzer niggunim. I opened the sefer and started humming the songs to myself as I read the 

notes. I guess it was audible and the Rebbe heard me humming a niggun of his. He turned 

around, looked at me, and saw that I was a young child. I looked even younger than my age 

because I was very short. The Rebbe said to me, ‘Kentst lainin nutten?’ (Do you know how to 

read the notes?)’ I said, ‘Ah bissel (A little bit).’ He said, ‘Nu, lomir heren (let us hear)!’ The 

Rebbe encouraged me, so I kept on going, one niggun after another.” Reb Bentzion held the 

Rebbe and the guests spellbound. 

“The Rebbe very much enjoyed it, surprised that even though I had not known these songs 

before, I was able to sing them, and he told me to continue. He then asked me my name and I 

said, ‘Bentzion.’” As the Rebbe sat there, listening to the young boy sing the 

Modzitzer niggunim from the musical notes in the sefer, he was astounded. That a child of this 

age could read notes with such fluency was mind-boggling to him. At the end of the meal, the 

Rebbe asked Reb Bentzion to sing “Shir Hamaalos,” so he sang one of the 

Rebbe’s niggunim for those words. 

“The Rebbe was surprised that I knew the niggun. I explained that it had just recently been 

brought over from Poland. He couldn’t get over it! As I continued, however, I rushed to finish the 

song, because I got very, very nervous singing in front of a rebbe at such a young age. At that 

point, the Rebbe taught his first lesson to me in neginah. He said, ‘Don’t sing like a choo-choo 

train, but like a zeiger, a clock: tick-tock, tick-tock. Sing slowly, on beat.’ 

“The rest, as they say, is history,” Reb Bentzion reflects with a wide smile. “That was my 

introduction to the Rebbe and the beginning of my kesher with the Rebbe.” 

Reb Bentzion became the de facto musical secretary of the Rebbe, who could not read or write 

music, and he notated the Rebbe’s niggunim from 1940 to 1947. He also assisted in the 

publication of the Tiferes Yisroel journal, which included many of the Rebbe’s earliest niggunim. 



Over the years, Reb Bentzion accumulated a treasury of hundreds of previously unpublished 

melodies from the three admorim of the Modzitzer dynasty.  

In Flatbush, at the same time that Reb Bentzion settled there, a grandson of the Modzitzer 

Rebbe opened a shul, assuming that Reb Bentzion would be the chazzan, a position he filled for 

eleven years. Later, in 1989, Reb Bentzion and others established the Modzitzer shteeble on 

Coney Island Avenue, and he has been the chazzan there ever since.  

 

Subscription to the weekly Timely Messages Dvar Torah/L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac at 

timelymessagesweekly@gmail.com and now available for download at www.parshasheets.com  

 

mailto:timelymessagesweekly@gmail.com
http://www.parshasheets.com/

