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Our Sefer Torah 

campaign is well 

underway!  Visit our 

website to view photos of 
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SALT : REAL AND DOWN TO EARTH 

 .Salt is an essential ingredient in every korban. Rashi explains that this was a 

concession made at the time of Creation.; when Hashem split the upper water from the 

lower waters, He assured them that salt would be offered on the mizbayach every day, and 

water would be poured on in every Succos.  Many are bothered as to why the Ribono shel 

olam didn’t then ordain that water be poured on the mizbayach every day. After all, if it was 

in order to appease the waters, then why mandate that we offer salt, (which is nicely 

packaged together with the waters of the ocean), and not the waters themselves? 

 HaRav Yaakov Kaminetsky zt”l suggests the following approach:  When the waters 

were split, the upper waters remained close to the Heavens and on the contrary, were only 

more than excited about the new arrangement.  It was the lower waters who felt that they 

were being torn away from Hakadosh Boruch Hu, and it was they, who needed 

appeasement.  However, even the lower waters have a chance to rise again. When the sun 

shines down, the water evaporates and ascends up high.  In a hot blazing sun, the process 

is accelerated and all that remains below is salt.  And so, salt is the lowest form of the lower 

waters. Yet it is an integral component of the daily avodah, and the message is clear:  

Hashem constantly desires the avodah of that which is in this physical world.  He Created us 

to serve Him with our physical selves, and in our mundane everyday lives. 

 Even when we feel spiritually dry and evaporated, we must remember the .lesson of 

the salt that cleaves to the earth after the waters have risen.  It is the remaining salt, and not 

the waters, that are constantly offered on the mizbayach. There are high points in our 

avodas Hashem, but not every day iYom Kippur, nor is every family supper on the same 

plane as a leil ha’seder.  Yet we can sanctify it all by taking a little of the mundane and 

elevating it.  This is the salt of life which Hashem so desires. 

ז“ ת ש ע ו י ק ר א                      פ ר ש ת  



 

 

USING THE MECHIRA TO BYPASS BEDIKA 

 

 Originally, mechiras chometz was generally used to prevent financial loss. For example, one who owned a distillery 

or other business that produced or held significant amounts of chometz would have to rid themselves of all chometz 

before Pesach. In order to prevent this from turning into a complete loss, the owner would sell all of the chometz in the 

business to a non-Jew before Pesach and then repurchase it from the non-Jew after the yom tov, usually at a slight profit 

to the non-Jew. Most other people however, did not sell their chometz before Pesach, because they didn’t usually own 

that much chometz to sell. In contemporary times, when there is more affluence in the world, many people stock large 

amounts of food items in their possession, many of which, are chometz. There are differences of opinion as to whether or 

not one should try to rid themselves of these items, or simply relying on selling them as part of a mass chometz sale 

conducted by Rabbonim of the communities. This is not the topic of our discussion, and each person should discuss this 

matter with his or her own Rav as there are many considerations involved in making such a decision. 

 Nowadays, although most people can afford to dispose of the few packages of pasta, pretzels, etc. that they have 

in their possession, they cannot simply afford the time it takes to conduct a proper bedikas chometz in all areas or their 

homes, offices, etc. In previous generations, homes consisted mostly of one or two rooms, most people today live in far 

more complex structures with a lot of storage space. The obligation of bedikas chometz is to thoroughly check through all 

places that may have had chometz in them throughout the course of the previous year. People who eat or snack in all 

parts of their house, must check the entire house. Even one who “only eats in the kitchen and dining room” knows that if 

he has small children (or teenagers) around, the rule is not fully observed. As such, one must check all of these places, a 

task that is cumbersome and very time-consuming. While some poskim would permit one to rely on thorough cleaning of 

these areas in the weeks before Pesach, this leniency is questionable and often not practical. The alternative is to check 

only the areas that will be used on Pesach and close off all closets and storage areas that will not be used during Pesach, 

and include them in the mechiras chometz, which not only includes the sale of the chometz items, but also the lease of the 

properties where the chometz is contained. Since the storage rooms and cabinets that are closed off for Pesach belong to 

a non-Jew, one is not obligated to check these places during bedikas chometz. 

 However, the mechiras chometz does not usually take place until erev Pesach (i.e. when one sells his chometz with 

his Rav, he is appointing him as a shaliach to sell it on erev Pesach). Bedikas chometz takes place the night before, and 

at the time of the bedika, these areas still belong to the Jewish owner in every sense. Accordingly, he should have to 

check these areas as well, even though they will be sold some ten hours later. Indeed, this is the ruling of the Chayei 

Adam, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Nesivos, and others. Others however disagree. They contend that just as one can hold on 

to chometz for breakfast on Erev Pesach, and is not obligated to collect it and put it together with the chometz he intends 

to burn, so too, one can simply arrange for sale of chometz and the properties where they are found. After all, what is the 

point of checking through every cabinet to see the chometz that he will leave there and sell the next morning? This is the 

opinion of Chasam Sofer and others.  The Mishna Berura testifies that this is indeed the prevalent minhag. He does 

however caution one who relies of this to specifically detail these locations in the shtar mechiras chometz. 

 Many poskim however advise avoiding use of this leniency but suggest another avenue to bypass checking all of 

these closed off places. This can be accomplished by sells or leasing these areas on the 13th of Nisan, before the night of 

bedikas chometz. Indeed most Rabbonim have this option available for those who travel (eastward) to Eretz Yisroel etc, 

where Pesach will begin earlier than it does in their own city. One can also make use of this sale for the parts of his home 

that he intends to close off, and sign the regular document, for the rest of his chometz. (Some Rabbonim have a more 

complex contract that enables the seller to sell or lease part of his properties of the thirteenth, and the rest on the 

fourteenth.) 

Pesach is coming & our megillas Shir HaShirim is in search of a sponsor! 
Dedicate this ‘Holy of Holies’ as a song in memory of a loved one or as a merit for your family. 

For details, email us at:   info@torahkollel.com 

To sponsor an edition of the yesodos or to receive these pages regularly, contact us at: info@torahkollel.com 
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