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When Yosef was thrown into the pit by his brothers to die, there was a turn of
events. Yehuda changed his mind and said, “What do we gain by killing our
brother, let’s sell him to the Yishmaelim.” This change of mind was precipitated
by Hashem sending a caravan of Yishmaelim traveling from Gilad passing
exactly on the road where they threw Yosef into the pit. The pasuk adds to the
fact, that the Yishmaelim were carrying aromatic spices to sell in Missrayim. We
know that every word in the Torah is exact and there are many explanations for
seeming extra words. Rashi comments, why did the Torah have to tell us about
the wares of the Yishmaelim? In order to teach us a great lesson, which is how
Hashem rewards ssadikim. Usually these caravans carry neft and itron (tar)
which are used as fuels and have a putrid smell. Why then did they now come
with sweet smelling perfumes? Since Yosef the ssadik was going to be riding
with them, Hashem didn’t want him to suffer from the smell. Rabbi Meir
Rubman ztl asks, “Yosef was put through so much suffering, what difference
does it make if there was a little more?” He answers, “Everything that Hashem
does is exact, the amount of suffering, how long it lasts and the harshness.”
We know that suffering is a cure and a purification of the neshama for past
averot. According to the avera and its seriousness does Hashem weigh the
punishment. Yissurim wipe away the sin and help a person to realize his
mistakes. The sefer Lekah Tob explains, we learn two important lessons from
here (1) any type of pain even banging one’s finger does not come about until
the Bet Din of Hashem decrees so. More so if the pain is more severe and for a
longer duration. (2) yissurim are exact according to the sin, (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Vayesheb/פרשת וישב

Friday /

Minha - מנחה /  4:13

Candle Lighting -  4:18

Shekiah - שקיעה / 4:36

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 9:05
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  2:20

- מנחה 3:35
- שקיעה 4:36
- שיחה 5:05
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no one gets more or less than needed. We see this again
later on in the Torah where Yosef was in prison for a

number of years, but when Hashem declared that he would be freed he
brought about the dreams of Paroh and Yosef's interpretations. It says in the
pasuk (Bereshit 41, 14) הַּבוֹר - they rushed him out of prison to – וַיְרִיצֻהּו מִן
go see the king. When the time comes for release it happens exactly to the time
of day. We see this many times in the Torah, in Debarim (28,59) regarding the
punishments when not following the Torah, terrible – וחלים רעים ונאמנים
sicknesses that are trustworthy. What does it mean trustworthy? When
Hashem send a sickness to someone, he makes it swear that it will go to the
person at a certain day and not another day, and you should leave them on a
certain day, at a certain time, with a certain doctor, and a certain medicine. The
sickness is trustworthy to follow exactly what Hashem commanded it.
Hashem’s ways are exact and perfect and all for the purpose to cleanse us for
our sins to enjoy this world and Olam Haba.

Shabbat Shalom                       HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
R Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l was a great talmid chochom, and known as an
outstanding man of honesty. Besides for his meticulousness ,  איש אמת
in these areas, he was also a warm and loving rebbe to many and his
advice was sought on many matters effecting כלל ישראל .

Towards the end of his life, R’ Yaakov suffered from an illness which
made him unable to take care of himself and greatly dependent on others
to help him. His students were of course honored and happy to have this
extraordinary opportunity to be a  talmid chochom. It was a great  משמש
privilege to care for R’ Yaakov.

One student who was helping R’ Yaakov, asked that the rav inscribe his
sefer for him. For R’ Yaakov, just writing his name neatly was a very

difficult task due to his unsteady hand. Nonetheless, R’ Yaakov was determined to show proper
gratitude to his student, and knowing how happy signing his sefer would make him, wanted very
much to sign it for him.

But R’ Yaakov was hesitant, for his shaky hand might yield a sloppy signature and somewhat ruin the
students’ sefer. What should he do? The student returned and found his sefer with the neat inscription
of his rebbe. Thrilled, he took his prized possession home happily. What he was unaware of was the
paper, a separate paper on which the rav had carefully practiced writing his name many times over to
insure the inscription would come out legible and neat. All to properly thank his student and gladden
his heart.
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חיוב מחאה במלאכה הנעשת לצורך ישראל
1. It is forbidden for a Jew to allow a non-Jew to
perform melacha for him on Shabbat. Since the
law is the agent of a person is considered like the
person consequently if a Jew שליח של אדם כמותו
would allow a non-Jew to do melacha for him it
would be considered as though the Jew himself
did the melacha.
Examples:
● If a non-Jew came to turn on a light in a dark
room for a Jew the Jew must protest and stop
him from doing so.
● If a Jew was in the home of a non-Jew on
Shabbat and the non-Jew wanted to light a candle
that belongs to the Jew the Jew must protest and
stop him from lighting the candle.

הנהגת השפחה בביתו של ישראל
2. It is forbidden for one to allow a non-Jewish
maid] both live-in and day worker] to perform a
chore that entails prohibited melacha (including
rabbinic prohibitions) on Shabbat. Even if one
stipulated to pay her weekly without having to
work on Shabbat and by her own consent she is
doing melacha nevertheless it is forbidden. The
reason for this is that she is considered his agent

since she is needed daily to perform different
chores the work performed on Shabbat will
benefit her boss by enabling her to do more
chores the next day. It is also forbidden because
of mar'eet ha'ayen [appearance of wrongdoing]
for people who see her performing melacha in the
house of a Jew are not aware that she is doing it
on her own consent and will assume that her
Jewish employer had transgressed the
prohibition of Amira le’nochri by instructing her
to do melacha for him on Shabbat.

3. One must teach their maid that on Shabbat she
should not do melacha unless it's for the
situations that the hachamim permitted.
Therefore if one instructed ones maid not to do
melacha and she did it anyway, in order to
prevent hilul hashem (desecrating the honor of
hashem) one should firmly warn her that if she
does it again she will be fired.
Examples of the previous laws:
A. If a maid began to sew (תופר) a garment for
her Jewish boss on Shabbat he must protest and
have her stop
immediately. The Laws of Amira L’Nochri (Week 16)

Cont... On Last Page
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The Laws of Amira L’Nochri (Week 16)

SUICIDE ANT
Camponotus saundersi is a species of ant found in
Malaysia and Brunei whose workers sport a particularly
explosive method of self—or rather, territorial—defense.
The ants, being in possession of an enlarged mandibular
gland containing a kind of ‘toxic glue’ that runs the length of their body, can contract their
abdomens and cause the glands to burst inside of them. This results in an unpleasant (for
both the ant and victim, I’d imagine) gush of sticky secretions from the front of its head.
You’d think that having something’s face explode at you would be bad enough, but the
sticky nature of the liquid causes smaller predator’s limbs to become entangled, leaving
them quite defenseless against a counterattack by the colony. Not to mention the cocktail
of chemicals that is now covering their bodies. Even predators have bad days at the office.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World
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B. If a garment
was stained it is
forbidden for one

to have his maid clean it on Shabbat (לבון).
Similarly one is obligated to stop his maid from
doing his laundry or from ironing his clothes on
Shabbat.
C. If a rug was stained it is forbidden for one to
allow his maid to scrub it out on Shabbat (לבון).
D. It is forbidden for one to allow his maid to
refill the hot water urn or to do any type of
cooking (בשול) for him on Shabbat.
E. If a maid wants to turn on a light (מבעיר) in a
dark room for her Jewish boss he must protest.
However if the room already had a light on and
the maid wants to turn on a lamp to brighten up
the room it is permitted to allow her to do so
since no request had been made and the benefit
is only additional.
F. It is forbidden for one to allow his maid to
water his garden on Shabbat (זורע).
G. It is forbidden for one to allow his maid to take
out the garbage for him where there is no erub.

חיוב מחאה בתוספת הנאה או בהנאה שאינה ישירה
אין

4. The Hachamim however did not obligate one
to stop a non-Jew from performing a melacha if
the melacha will only be of additional benefit or
indirect benefit. Therefore if a maid, on her own
consent, wanted to turn on an extra light, it is
permitted to allow her to do so.
● It is permitted for one to allow his made to
shut the oven or stove after the Shabbat meal
had been served since no request had been
made and the benefit is  indirect.
● Similarly it is permitted for one to allow his
maid to turn off a light.

אין חיוב מחאה כשעושה מלאכה משלו
5. It is permitted to allow a non-Jew to do melacha
with his own item for a Jew on Shabbat even if its
to be done in the house of a Jew. Therefore if
ones non-Jewish maid lit her own candle for her
boss on Shabbat he does not have to stop her
from doing so, however it is forbidden to receive
direct benefit from it since it was done for a Jew
on Shabbat.

אין חיוב מחאה במלאכה הנעשת לצורך נכרי
6. It is permitted for one to allow a non-Jew to
perform melacha in ones home when it is

obvious that it is being done only for the non-
Jews sake and not for the Jew. Therefore it is
permitted to allow a non-Jewish maid to sew her
own clothes on  Shabbat since it is obvious to the
onlooker that she is doing it for her own sake.
● It is permissible for one to instruct a maid to
get an item from a dark room where she will
need to turn on a light, although she is entering
the room for her boss we assume that she
turned on the light for her own convenience
consequently it is permitted to benefit from it.
● It is permissible for one to instruct a maid to
clean the kitchen even though the lights were off
and she will need to turn them on since he did
not tell her to turn on the lights we assume that
she turned on the lights for her own
convenience.

7. A chore that can be performed without having
to do a melacha, such as washing the dishes or
cleaning the floors, if a maid on her own initiative
decided to do it through a melacha some are of
the opinion that there is no obligation to protest
since we can assume that she is doing the
melacha for her own convenience. However, in
order to maintain the sanctity of Shabbat, as a
stringency it is recommended for one not to allow
his maid to accustom herself to perform melacha
for her boss on Shabbat (this includes the usage
of a dishwasher or a vacuum cleaner or cleaning
the floors with a mop)

אין חיוב מחאה באיסור הכנה
8. Although it is forbidden for one to instruct a
non-Jew to prepare on Shabbat for after Shabbat
nevertheless if ones maid on her own consent
began to prepare on Shabbat for after Shabbat it
is permitted to allow her to do so, since the
prohibition of preparing on Shabbat for the
weekday was only instituted to reduce
unnecessary work which is not as stringent as a
regular prohibition. Therefore the Hachamim did
not obligate one to stop ones maid from
preparing on Shabbat for after Shabbat.
● If one is having a Sheva Berachot (a festive
meal in honor of a newly married couple) in ones
home Saturday night, it is permitted to allow the
maid to set up on Shabbat. [It is also permitted to
hint to her in an indirect way (רמז שלא בלשון ציווי)
to prepare for after Shabbat].

Rabbi Michael Levy

The Laws of Amira L’Nochri (Week 16)
Cont... From page 3


