
פורים
A Personal Purim

As the years of פורים pass, the more one 
wants to connect to it and find meaning in 
the day. However, usually the opposite 
occurs. One has more and more difficulty 
connecting to this very special holy day. 
In the earlier years, one connected to the 
revelry of the day, but that loses its effect 
on one after a few years. We have a 
much easier time connecting to any יום 
 is different than פורים .פורים other than טוב
the other יוםים טובים in many aspects. All 
other ימים טובים are a day of rest besides 
for חנוכה. One  automatically transits into 
a different mode on a day of rest 
especially when dressed differently and 
the atmosphere in the home changes. 
 .doesn't have that usual routine פורים
Everyone is dressed differently, and the 
atmosphere at home indeed changes but 
in a chaotic or unsettled way. It doesn't 
resemble, even in a minute way, the calm 
effect that a home has on the eve of any 
 .יום טוב

 are not comparable פורים and חנוכה
although both are weekdays. Those who 
follow the מנהג of sitting a half hour by the 
 have at least the thirty minutes מנורה
where they can disconnect from the world 
around them and connect to the holiness 

of חנוכה. Those who don't spend a half 
hour with the מנורה, either connect the 
few minutes that they have while lighting, 
or fully disconnect with nothing imposing 
on them to do otherwise. on פורים, 
howeve r, one can ' t escape t he 
environment; it's all around us, and to 
some aspect, demands a response from 
our end to connect to it one way or the 
other. 

We now know the difficulty of connecting 
to פורים. But how do we rectify it? We 
need to understand the essence of פורים 
and how it relates to us. 

The story of פורים is unique. It is unlike 
any other יום טוב that we celebrate. The 
story of any other יום טוב celebrated 
includes open miracles that Hashem 
performed for us. פורים didn't include any 
open miracles. It was all hidden. 

We say two biblical stories daily during 
davening. One is the story of the עקידה 
and the other of קריעת ים סוף. Ever 
wonder why it is said daily? Additionally, 
what's so special about these two stories 
that they merited this? 



The story of the עקידה is powerful as it 
tells us of the great sacrifice that אברהם 
was ready to do for Hashem. However, 
why do we need to remind Hashem of it 
every day? Wouldn't it be enough to 
remind Hashem a few times a year? 

There's a profound meaning in our daily 
recital of the story. It's not said only to 
remind Hashem of the great sacrifice of 
 it is repeated daily to remind ;אברהם אבינו
us that Hashem sees and acknowledges 
our daily sacrifices to Him! One needs 
daily reminders that his personal 
sacrifices are meaningful to Hashem. Yet, 
one doesn't often acknowledge or 
appreciate it. One struggles with so many 
factors in today's day to stay pure and 
connected to Hashem. One usually 
focuses on the little bit that wasn't 
successful and one doesn't give himself 
credit for every little sacrifice he did. It is 
so meaningful to Hashem to see the daily 
sacrifice of every single Yid. Every נסיון 
that one contends with is his personal 
 that Hashem tests him. There's no עקידה
need  for perfection in our עבודה. Hashem 
has enough מלאכים up there who are 
perfect. It's our רצונות that count. A Yid 
wants to do the right thing even if he 
sometimes fails with the actual action. 

Only in a broken shell can one find 
wholeness. It's within the shattered that 
one can find completion. It's within the 
mundane that one find sparks of holiness.

The פרשה of the שירה is also repeated 
daily. There's nothing that we're asking of 
Hashem in the שירה. Why do we say it 
daily? Also, if we're saying it to mention 
the greatness of Hashem, there are 
plenty of other parts of davening that do 
just that. Why this specific praise? 

The daily recitation of the שירה isn't about 
the past; it's about the present. It's 
reaffirming that Hashem is currently still 
splitting the water to save us. He sees 
our daily struggle, our pain, and our 
yearning to Him. The Yidden leaving 
 were on a very low level of holiness מצרים
and yet Hashem saved them. They 
weren't even yet the עם הנבחר. Today's 
day we're the עם הנבחר already, and we 
have the רצון to do the right thing. 
Hashem therefore makes us recite the 
 daily so that we believe that He's שירה
here to redeem us from our physical and 
spiritual pain. Every morning when one 
wakes up one needs to believe that 
Hashem is choosing him personally to 
redeem him from whatever depth he's in. 
Hashem is telling him "my world can't 
function without you  in it."

There was once a man Moishele who 
was in te rv iewed fo r a j ob . The 
interviewer, Bob, looked at the resume 
where Moishele had written that he 
knows everyone. Bob told Moishele that 
he's exaggerating but Moishele argued to 



the contrary. Bob decided to test him and 
asked him if he knew Jose, a famous 
football player. Moishele said that he 
indeed knows him and invited Bob to the 
next game to prove it. During intermission 
Moishele shouted Jose's name and upon 
seeing him Jose invited Moishele to the 
field for a chat. Bob was duly impressed 
and asked Moishele how he knows him. 
Moishele said that they used to live in the 
same neighborhood. Bob thought that 
this might have been a fluke so he asked 
him if he knows the president. Moishele 
said that he does knows him as they went 
to school together. Bob and Moishele 
took a trip to the Whitehouse and sure 
enough the president invited Moishele 
with open arms and they proceeded to 
chat about days gone by. While Bob was 
impressed, he wasn't sure that Moishele  
knows everyone. He decided to test 
Moishele with one final name. He asked 
Moishele if he knows the pope. Moishele 
responded that he indeed knows him as 
his father and the pope grew up in the 
same village back in the day. Bob and 
Moishele are off to Rome! The pope was 
in middle of a speech and as he saw 
Moishele he waved to him and motioned  
to join him on the podium. Moishele was 
looking out from the podium and saw Bob 
amongst the crowd. Suddenly there was 
a commotion. Bob had fainted. Moishele 
rushed over and asked Bob what 
happened. Bob told Moishele that "you 
indeed know everyone" and continued 
saying that the guy next to him asked, 

"who's the guy in white standing next to 
Moishele?!"

Every person is a יחידי בעולם, the world is 
all about him. He's the famous person 
that everyone knows. He's the child of 
Hashem. 

We see in this week's, פרשת תצוה, that 
the Yidden needed to bring קרבנות in the 
 is also about קרבנות The concept of .משכון
a personal sacrifice. It's about the Yid 
connecting to the fact that there are 
personal sacrifices that a Yid constantly 
o f fers to Hashem. Today 's days 
especially, as we have no actual קרבנות, 
we still have our personal sacrifices that 
we give Hashem and that gives Him a 
tremendous amount of appreciation-
 .כביכול

The Yidden at the time of the story of 
 .were struggling to stay connected פורים
They were after many years of גלות, living 
among the גוים, and were tempted to 
mingle with them - as we see with the 
feast of אחשורוש. They even lived with a 
certain amount of יאוש as אחשורוש 
proclaimed that they were there to stay. 
We see in נ״ך and the מפרשים on this 
story that the Yidden were at the lowest 
levels. Yet, the Yidden never fully gave 
up. As it's explained later in the מגילה that 
the Yidden now, took upon themselves 
something that they had already started. 



The ניסים at the time of the story of פורים 
happened in a hidden way. They were all 
intertwined with nature. While the Yidden 
were threatened with annihilation they 
weren't even aware what was taking 
place to save them. Additionally, the נס of 
 took place at a time that the Yidden פורים
were in גלות, unlike any other יום טוב that 
we celebrate. The Yidden in those days 
were on such a low level yet Hashem 
saved them. 

The essence of פורים is about finding 
Hashem in the hidden. It's about 
recognizing our personal  daily sacrifices 
and believing that, one, Hashem sees it, 
and two, that he saves us daily. On this 

day we celebrate and believe in our עקידה 
and in our personal salvation. 

This is why יום כיפור is like פורים. We 
return to Hashem by believing that He 
believes in us and that he redeems us 
daily in a physical and spiritual sense. 

One should to take a moment on פורים 
and look at the positive. One also needs 
to look at the amount of personal 
sacrifices he gave to Hashem. He must  
believe in them! He then should see all 
the good Hashem has done for him,  
believe that Hashem chooses him daily, 
and that Hashem takes him out daily of 
his personal מצרים! Hashem wakes him 
up and tells him 'I need you'!  

א פרייליכן פורים


