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ADMIT IT – YOU DID IT 
 

שפטים ושטרים תתן לך בכל שעריך אשר ד' “ 16:18

 ”אלקיך נתן לך לשבטיך, ושפטו את העם משפט צדק

 ”לא תטה משפט, לא תכיר פנים…“ 16:19

“You shall appoint judges and officers in all of your cities which 

Hashem, your G-d, gives you for your tribes; and they shall judge the 

people with righteous judgment.  You shall not pervert judgment…”  

The Torah tells us that the people should be judged with righteous 

judgment and then says that judgment should not be perverted.  

Why does the Torah need to tell us that judgment should not be 

perverted when it just told us that the judgment should be 

righteous?   

 The Shemen Aparsomon says that this is a warning to Klal 

Yisroel that they must appoint judges who will not pervert the true 

judgment.  For if the judges will pervert the judgment, then that 

perversion of judgment will be attributed to those who appointed 

the judges, as if they themselves came forth with the evil judgment.  

The one who causes something to happen, even though he himself 

did not perform the action, is attributed with that action.  Sotah 38b 

– Eglah Arufah – The Zekeinim of Bais Din say, “our hands did not 

spill his blood, and our eyes did not see anything.”  Does anyone 

think that the Ziknei Bais Din did such atrocities that they must make 

these statements?  The Ziknei Bais Din state that they certainly 

provided the person with food, and were Melaveh (escorted) him 

out of the town. Had the Ziknei Bais Din not provided the person 

with food, and been Melaveh him, then the person’s death would 

have been attributed to them, for by not giving food and being 

Melaveh him, they were the cause of his death – though they 

certainly did not actually kill him with their hands.  Rabbeinu 

Zechariah says that the Torah is telling the judges - “do not pervert 

judgment for you will be sending yourself to the purgatory.” 

 How should judges be chosen? One should not choose a 

judge for the individual needs to earn a livelihood, and by being a 

judge he will receive compensation, nor should one choose a judge 

who is nicer to wealthy people, and you are wealthy – or is nicer to 

the poor and needy, and you are poor and needy.   

 “You shall not pervert judgment” – The Ben Ish Chai 

explains that the Torah commanded us that we should all place 

judges and officers, upon ourselves – meaning that our intellect and 

our hearts should control our actions to perform Avodas Hashem.  

After that, the Torah now commands us that we should admit to the 

Emes, the true judgment, and that we should not be like a relative 

judging ourselves.  A person naturally does not see his own faults, 

and judges himself favorably even when it is not so.  This can cause a 

person to fall and to lose out on opportunities to better himself.  

There are times when one can come up with reasoning and logic 

why his actions were righteous, yet he should not rely upon them.  

Rather, if there is a chance that he acted incorrectly, he should 

assume that he acted so, and attempt to rectify his actions.  One 

who acts in this manner will cause his own judgment in Shomayim to 

always look for ways to view him favorably.  We learn this behavior 

from Dovid Hamelech.  When Shaul Hamelech was chastised by 

Shmuel Hanavi for his actions regarding Amalek, Shaul advanced an 

argument to exonerate himself, yet it did not help and he was 

condemned in Shomayim for his actions.  Conversely, although 

Dovid Hamelech had valid arguments to indemnify himself, when 

Nosson Hanavi came to rebuke him, he immediately responded, 

“ 'חטאתי לד ” – “I sinned against Hashem.”  In response to the way 

Dovid Hamelech acted, Nosson Hanavi told Dovid, “ העביר ' גם ד

 do – ”לא תטה משפט“  ”.Hashem has commuted your sin“ – ”חטאתך

not change the judgment against yourself to always find it in your 

favor, rather admit when you err. Additionally, “לא תכיר פנים” – Do 

not take your actions only at face value; rather understand what will 

sprout forth from those actions.  There are actions which on the 

surface do not seem to be bad, yet it will cause other things to 

happen which will most certainly be bad.   

 We begin to blow the Shofar on Rosh Chodesh, thirty days 

before Rosh Hashanah.  This is a resemblance to a Ba’al Chov, one 

who is in debt, who was given by Bais Din thirty days to repay his 

debt, and be absolved from the consequences of not repaying his 

debt.  So too, each Yid is given thirty days before the big judgment, 

to do Teshuva, Tefilah, and Tzedakah, to be Mesaken what they 

were Pogem, sullied.  Choshen Mishpat 100:1 – Bais Din gives the 

debtor thirty days to repay what he owes before they begin to 

repossess from his possessions to repay the debt. So too, the Bais 

Din Shel Ma’alah gives a person thirty days to repay the debt in this 

world, before things are seized from him (אלף למגן). 

 There are times that the truth is placed before us, and we 

look for excuses to veer from the truth, and not admit the obvious 

truth.  That is a perversion of judgment which causes great harm.  

After the grave sin of Kayin killing his brother, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

asked him where his brother was.  That was the opportunity for 

Kayin to come clean and admit that he killed him.  However, Kayin 

did not take that opportunity, and perverted the judgment by 

responding, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  We can go back even 

further, to the first man created, to Odom Harishon, to see this 

perversion of judgment.  Odom Harishon was given one command, 

not to eat from the Eitz Hada’as.  He sinned and ate from it.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu asked him why he ate from it, violating the 

explicit command not to?  Instead of admitting his iniquity, Odom 

tried to put all the blame on Chava and said, “It was the woman that 

You gave to me who gave me to eat.” Had Odom Harishon owned up 

to his sin, and immediately admitted to his sin and taken 

responsibility for his actions, he would have received an immediate 

pardon.  However, when one does not own up to his sins, and 

perverts Din, by saying that what he did was not so bad, was not his 

fault, was unavoidable, etc… that is what brings Churban to the 

world.   

We are now in the period of thirty days before the Day of 

Judgment.  We blow the Shofar to remind us that we must prepare.  

A Shofar is not words, it is just a sound which cannot be 

misinterpreted.  The sound of the Shofar is a resounding cry for us to 

prepare for the Day of Judgment by owning up to our deeds.  We 

must not allow the Yetzer Hara to color what we see, and convince 

us that our sins are not our fault, and they are not bad.  Conversely, 

if one takes upon himself responsibility that he will put in his full 

effort to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu properly, he will certainly have 

much Siyata Dishmaya, and will grow in Ruchniyos.  We must own 

up to all of our iniquities, and do Teshuva for them.  At the same 

time, we must make a firm commitment to our service in our Avodas 

Hashem. If we perform righteous judgment, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

will judge us in kind.   May we be Zoche to utilize these days of 

reflection to be Zoche to a Ksiva V’chasima Tovah.   


