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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

The Role of Food 
 Food meant much more to Rav Levi Yitzchok than just something to eat, something to 
provide sustenance for the body. For Rav Levi Yitzchok, eating was an intense spiritual 
experience. Food was a medium of 

Rav Yitzchok of Nezhchiz, who was married to Rav Levi Yitzchok’s granddaughter, 
often shared the meals at his grandfather
Yitzchok’s table on Erev Yom Kippur
profound and inspiring Torah thoughts. As he spoke, two tears emerged from his eyes and 
rolled down his cheeks. 

“Now we can begin to eat,” he declared. “Please bring in the fish.”

The attendant brought in a platter of stuffed fish. Rav Levi Yit
and said, “Just as this fish is filled, so may it be the will of 
hearts for the good.” 

He then took a small taste of the 
cooked, and once again making a play on the Yiddish words, he said, “This 
that yachel Yisrael el Hashem – the Jewish nation yearns for 

With increasing joy, he did the same for each morsel of food brought to him, finding 
some allusion in it to the relatio
Hashem to accept their tefillos. 

This was his attitude toward his own food. When it came to food for others, however, 
he enjoyed nothing more than providing them with the material benefits of food. Hi
was always open to guests, and his hospitality was legendary. In fact, on 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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Rav Yitzchok of Nezhchiz, who was married to Rav Levi Yitzchok’s granddaughter, 
often shared the meals at his grandfather-in-law’s table. One time, he sat at Rav Levi 
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“Now we can begin to eat,” he declared. “Please bring in the fish.” 

The attendant brought in a platter of stuffed fish. Rav Levi Yitzchok took a small bite 
and said, “Just as this fish is filled, so may it be the will of Hashem to fulfill the desires of our 

He then took a small taste of the yoch, the jelled liquid in which the fish had been 
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provide sustenance for the body. For Rav Levi Yitzchok, eating was an intense spiritual 

Rav Yitzchok of Nezhchiz, who was married to Rav Levi Yitzchok’s granddaughter, 
law’s table. One time, he sat at Rav Levi 

. Before the meal, Rav Levi Yitzchok related some 
thoughts. As he spoke, two tears emerged from his eyes and 

zchok took a small bite 
to fulfill the desires of our 

, the jelled liquid in which the fish had been 
making a play on the Yiddish words, he said, “This yoch reminds us 

With increasing joy, he did the same for each morsel of food brought to him, finding 
Hashem and a reason for 

This was his attitude toward his own food. When it came to food for others, however, 
he enjoyed nothing more than providing them with the material benefits of food. His home 
was always open to guests, and his hospitality was legendary. In fact, on Shabbos and Yom 
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Tov, he invited his Chassidim to join him at his table, and many of them took advantage of this 
offer. 

The cost of serving full meals to so many people every week was excessively high, but 
Rav Levi Yitzchok never took money from anyone. He bore all the expenses from his own 
pocket. 

“But your pockets are not that deep,” the Rebbetzin objected. “We are deeply in debt 
because of your generosity and hospitality. Why can’t you ask the Chassidim to share some of 
the expenses? I’m sure they would be glad to share the cost. Why don’t you just ask them?” 

“It’s not so simple,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “The pasuk says (Bamidbar 28:2): Es korbani 
lachmi le’ishai – ‘My offering, My bread is for My fires’. The word le’ishai – ‘for My fires’ – can 
also be read as ‘for My people’. Giving bread to my people is my sacrificial offering to 
Hashem. That is what atones for all my sins. It has to be at my own expense.” 

n 

Dvar Torah 
Only the Kohanim are permitted to eat kodashim, the holy meat of the offerings. But 

why are ordinary Jews forbidden to eat from it? It would seem that the holiness of the meat 
would be a reason that all people in a state of purity should be required to eat it in order to be 
uplifted. Why then are they forbidden to eat it? 

The answer, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, lies in a parable. A crowd of citizens pressed 
forward at the gates of the palace, all of them begging to be granted an audience with the 
king. The guards admitted a few citizens and dismissed the others. 

“Why can’t we see the king?” they shouted. “Why let the others through but not us?” 

“The ones I let through,” said the guard, “were wise people. They know how to 
behave once they enter the chamber of the king. But the rest of you are just a bunch of 
roughnecks. You may know what you want from the king but you do not have the wisdom to 
speak to him with the proper honor and respect. If you behave like buffoons in the presence 
of the king, he will be offended, and you would be guilty of a serious crime.” 

The Kohanim were bred to have the wisdom to conduct themselves properly in the 
presence of Hashem. Hashem therefore gave them an extra measure of sanctity so that they 
could eat from the offerings. But the rest of the people, who do not necessarily possess this 
kind of wisdom, were not endowed with the additional sanctity that would permit them to 
eat from the offerings. 

That is why the Torah tells us (Vayikra 22:16) that if the Jewish people other than 
Kohanim eat of the offerings “they will upraise (vehisi’u) the sin and guilt if they eat of the 
offerings that were sanctified …” Their eating of the offerings will increase and upraise the 
sin and guilt, because they will have made themselves interlopers in the palace of the King, a 
place where they do not belong. 

n n n 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 
 

“Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Speak to the Priests, the sons of Aharon, and say to 
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them, that each of them should not contaminate himself by contact with a 
(dead) person among his people.’” (Vayikra 21:1) 
 

The matter involved here is the following: That there are four 
fundamental Worlds: that of Emanation, that of Creation, that of 
Formation, and that of Action (see the Zohar HeChodosh, Yisro:34), 
with each of which is associated aspects of life, and G-d forbid, the 
opposite, for in our World of Action we are able to perceive that 
there is life and there is also, G-d forbid, the opposite. And similarly 
in the World of Formation, that refers specifically to speech 
(Likkutei Torah, Parshas Bereishis, text beginning: “And He sent 
him away...”) there is an aspect that when someone speaks matters 
of foolishness, this is called the opposite, but when someone utters 
meritorious words regarding Torah, the commandments and 
service of the Creator, blessed is He, this aspect is called life, and 
this is hinted at in Mishlei (18:21):“Death and life are in the hands 
of one’s speech; and the one who appreciates this will eat of its 
fruit”, for this is essential in service of the Creator, that a person 
carefully guard his speech. And this is most essential in the service 
of Hashem, that a person carefully guard his speech. And this idea 
holds true as well in the world of Creation, that relates to thought 
(see Likkutei Torah ibid.); there are aspects of life, when a person 

thinks always of service of Hashem, this aspect is called life, and G-d forbid, if this is not the 
case, the opposite is true. And there is a World that is still higher than those, that is the World 
of Fear and Reverence, in which one nullifies one’s existence; there too exists the aspect of life 
and G-d forbid, the opposite. And the main thing is speech, that a person should carefully 
guard himself in his speech, for everything depends on the speech of a person. And this is 
indicated by this pasuk: “Speak to the Priests...and say to them, that each of them should not 
contaminate himself...” because everything depends upon one’s speech. This is to be precisely 
understood. 
 

An alternate explanation of “Speak to the Priests” is that 
since Hashem commanded Moshe to tell the Priests that they 
should sanctify themselves, there was a danger lest the Priests 
become arrogant and raise themselves up, saying, who was like 
them, for they had been chosen by Hashem from all of Yisrael to 
consecrate themselves, and to allow them to eat of the holy 
sacrifices that were forbidden to others. Clearly they were much 
more important to the Omnipresent, and he loved them more than 

He loved the rest of the people of Yisrael, and they would consider themselves to be on a 
higher level than the rest of their brothers among Bnei Yisrael. To remove this thought from 
their minds, Hashem commanded that Moshe begin by saying something that would prevent 
them from indulging in arrogance, and afterward, he would communicate to them what 
Hashem had commanded them to do. And that is that a person can only imagine himself 
greater than others with regard to something into which he invested much effort, and he 
labored and wearied himself in its pursuit, unlike something into which he invested no 
personal effort, such as his ancestry; regarding which it is not reasonable for anyone to be 
arrogant, for what does that have to do with him? 
 

The pasuk 
emphasizes speech, because 
speech is fundamental in 
establishing one’s moral 
worth in all the Worlds: 
beginning in our World of 
Action, extending upward 
through the Worlds of 
Formation, Creation and 
even Emanation. A pasuk in 
Mishlei also stresses the 
importance of proper 
speech, “Death and life are 
in the hands of one’s 
speech”. And here, in the 
first pasuk of Parshas 
Emor, we find “Speak to the 
Priests… and say to them, 
that each of them should not 
contaminate himself…” 
because everything depends 
upon one’s speech. 

“Speak to the 
Priests, the sons of Aharon” 
– lest they become arrogant, 
and imagine that Hashem 
loves them more than other 
Jews, the Torah says that 
they are “Kohanim” only 
because they are “sons of 
Aharon”. 
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That is why the pasuk begins: “Speak to the Priests, the sons 
of Aharon”, that is to say, that Moshe was to begin with the idea that 
the reason that Hashem, may He be blessed, desires them, is not 
from their own merit, but rather because they are the sons of 
Aharon, who was on such a holy level, to the extent that he was able 
to imbue his sons with a high level of holiness, enabling them to 
partake of an elevated level of sanctification, which really had 
nothing to do with them, and therefore, they would have no 
reason to become arrogant. And only afterward say to them, “that 
each of them should not contaminate himself by contact with a dead 
person among his people”, informing them of the degree of holiness 
with which Hashem is investing them. But not to begin by telling 
them this first, because then there would be a danger that they 
would imagine themselves better than their brothers, the people of 
Yisrael; therefore Hashem, may He be blessed, commanded that 
they be brought first into the aspect of humility, so that they should 

have no delusions of grandeur. 

n 

“If the daughter of a Kohen will be desecrated through adultery, she desecrates 
her father; she shall be burned by fire” (Vayikra 21:9). 
 

For it is known (Zohar HaKodosh, Part 3, 122a) that when a 
person commits a sin, G-d forbid, he makes a negative impression 
above, and he strengthens the “External Shells” (see the section on 
Declarations of Uniqueness, Chapter 11; the Third Branch). And the 
remedy for this condition is to burn the externalities, by means of 
becoming caught up in the fire of enthusiasm for the Creator, 
blessed is He and blessed is His Name, and that fiery enthusiasm 
derives from the sin, because he sinned and was caught up in 

dark thoughts.  
 

And this is the explanation of the pasuk: “If the daughter of a 
Kohen...” that is to say, “the soul”, as is found in the Zohar (Part 3, 
7a), “...will be desecrated through adultery, she desecrates her 
father...” she creates a negative impression above, and gives 
strength to the “External Powers”. The remedy is: “she shall be 
burned by fire”, meaning through the fiery enthusiasm he develops 
for the service of the Creator, blessed is He, because of the sin that 
he committed, all the “External Powers” will be consumed by fire. 

Amen. 
 

n 
 

* [“They shall not desecrate the holy offerings of the Children of Yisrael, which 
they have set aside for Hashem. And they will cause themselves to bear the sin 
of guilt when they eat their holy offerings...”] (Vayikra 22:15–16) 
 

Kedushas Levi 
emphasizes the point that 
the Torah went out of its 
way to tell the children of 
Aharon that they have no 
reason to think that they 
were preferred by Hashem. 
It was only the great 
holiness of the founder of 
their line, Aharon, that had 
imbued his descendants 
with holiness. This holiness 
consequently implied 
certain obligations for them, 
including not to 
contaminate themselves by 
contact with a corpse, for 
their holiness symbolizes life 
and not death. 

Kedushas Levi 
explains the appropriateness 
of burning as punishment in 
this case. For when one sins, 
he strengthens the “External 
Shells”, and the remedy is to 
burn the externalities, by 
being caught up in the fire of 
enthusiasm for Hashem. 

The “daughter” of 
the “Kohen” represents his 
soul and the remedy is that 
“she shall be burned by fire” 
– meaning through the fiery 
enthusiasm he develops for 
the service of the Creator, 
because of the sin that he 
committed. 
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The word vehisi’u is difficult to understand, and Rashi is at 
great pains to explain it. We will attempt to explain what Rashi is 
saying on the basis of answering the question why Hashem, blessed is 
He, warned us not to eat the holy offerings. For, after all, that food is 
holy! And therefore, on the contrary – at first glance it would have 
made more sense (for Hashem) to command us to eat the holy food 
in order to make ourselves holy! 

 

However, by means of a parable it is possible to explain that 
only the wise person, who knows how to honor the king with the 
great pleasantness of his voice, is permitted entry to the habitation 
of the king, while one who lacks understanding as to how to behave 
in the presence of the king, would be barred from entry. The latter 
individual does not understand the degree of reverence that is 
required when in the chambers of the king, and he is barred because 
of his failings in understanding. And, G-d forbid, if he would enter 
the presence of the king and act with foolishness, his sin would be 
unbearable. Bad enough if he acted foolishly outside the presence of 
the king, that juvenile behavior would be of less importance to the 
king. But if he acted foolishly in the royal chambers, his sin would 

be too much to bear. 
 

So is this matter, for the Kohanim (the Priests) have the 
knowledge and the understanding of how to behave in the chambers 
of the King and how to stand before Him, and therefore Hashem 
permitted the Kohanim entry to His chambers, and sanctified them 
with a high degree of holiness by allowing them to eat of the holy 
offerings, because they were inherently on a very high level of 
holiness, and they know how to behave (in the chambers of the 

King). Not so are the “strangers” (the non-Kohanim) who do not in general possess this 
inherent knowledge of how to behave in the Garden of the Palace of the King, [A reference to 
the expression in Megillas Esther 7:7-8, where the king is enraged and goes into the garden of 
his palace because Queen Esther has accused Homon of a totally inappropriate attack upon 
her people and again, when he returns from the garden of his palace, he says to Homon, 
“Would you actually assault the queen while I am in the house?”] the King of the Universe. 
Therefore, He did not trust them with this high degree of holiness to eat of the holy offerings, 
for if G-d forbid they would enter His chambers and act foolishly, then their sin would enlarge 
and magnify itself, G-d forbid, and this would be very bad for them. For if they acted foolishly 
outside the palace, then the sin would be of a minor nature, unlike what would happen if they 
would enter the palace of the king, then their sin of foolishness would grow and magnify itself 
to a terrible degree.  
 

And this is the intention of Scripture: “They shall not 
desecrate the holy offerings of the Children of Yisrael...”, on 
which Rashi commented that this refers to their allowing 
non-Kohanim to eat of the holy offerings. And in order that 
you not ask, “Why did Hashem not command the reverse, 
namely, that non-Kohanim should eat of the holy 
offerings”, to fend off this question, Scripture says, “...they 
will cause themselves to bear the sin of guilt when they 
eat their holy offerings...”, that is to say, the sin which they 

Kedushas Levi here 
attempts to explain why it is 
forbidden for a non-Kohen 
to eat sanctified foods. One 
would have thought that it 
would be good for us to 
ingest holy food to make us 
holy. 

By means of a 
parable, a moshol, however, 
it is possible to understand 
this apparently illogical 
feature of the law. Because 
just as it is not wise to allow 
someone who lacks 
understanding as to how to 
act in the presence of the 
king, into the presence of 
the king, lest he act 
foolishly, so would it be 
inappropriate in the case of 
the nimshol. 

For the Kohanim, 
the Priests, have a superior 
knowledge of how to behave 
in the presence of Hashem, 
because of the holiness they 
have inherited from Aharon. 
Others, lacking this benefit, 
would not know what to do. 

“They shall not desecrate the 
holy offerings of the Children of 
Yisrael” means, according to Rashi, 
that non-Kohanim would not know 
how to deal with the rarified 
atmosphere of holiness which will 
exist in the Mishkon, but in the case of 
Kohanim, they would have an 
intuitive understanding of how to 
behave in the “palace of the King”. 
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would bring upon themselves by eating of the holy offerings would rise up and overwhelm 
them, and this idea is captured by the expression: “...they will cause themselves to bear the 
sin”, that is, they will cause the sin to rise up against them when they would eat of the holy 
offerings, and therefore, it was forbidden for them to eat of the holy offerings, lest that evil 
befall them. But this problem has no bearing in the case of the Kohanim, who have a high 
degree of understanding and enlightenment, so that they are able to stand in the courtyard of 
the King. He sanctified them to eat of the holy offerings and of the other holy foods of the 
Mishkon. 
 

Therefore, one must be very careful with regard to the 
characteristic of humility, that he should not attempt to raise 
himself to a level to which he is not entitled, and which he has not 
yet reached, but rather just the opposite! One should be lowly in 
one’s own eyes, and if he sees in himself certain mitzvos and good 
deeds, he should not imagine that he has reached the level of 
serving Hashem, but on the contrary, he should focus on the fact 
that there are many among the righteous who serve Hashem day 
and night, to whose ankles he does not reach. 
 

And as we explained the pasuk (Devorim 4:39), “You shall 
know this day...that Hashem, He is Hashem; in Heaven above and 
on the earth below...” that the main purpose of the creation of the 
human being was that he should reach the characteristic of 
humility. And if he should see in himself mitzvos and good deeds, 
he should focus on the fact that there are many among the righteous 
who serve Hashem day and night, to whose ankles he does not 
reach, and he should comprehend in this focus upon them his 
comparative inferiority and lack of worth. But not so with regard to 
matters of This World! If he possesses one hundred gold coins, he 
should not focus on the fact that there are rich individuals who 
possess more than one hundred gold coins, and be jealous of them, 
but rather he should look downward, and see that there are poor 
people who do not even own a single peruta (approximately a 
penny). And Razal (in Sanhedrin 91b) said, “in the Heaven 

Above...” refers to the soul and “...on the earth below...” refers to the body. 
 

And this is the meaning of the pasuk cited: “in Heaven 
above” – with regard to matters of Heaven, that is with regard to 
the requirements of the soul in order to achieve the level of service 
of the Creator, blessed is He, look upward, meaning toward the 
righteous who have many more good deeds than yourself, and 
understand your comparative inferiority. But “on the earth 
below” – with regard to physical matters that are of importance 
only from the perspective of This World, then look downward, 
toward those who have even less than you, as explained above. 
Understand this well. 

n 

“From evening till evening you shall rest on your Sabbath” (Vayikra 23:32). 

With regard to the 
characteristic of humility, 
one should not be too hasty 
to assume that he has made 
significant progress. For 
even if he has performed 
certain mitzvos, he should 
be aware that there are 
many who are far more 
advanced in service of 
Hashem. 

The pasuk: “You 
shall know this day…that 
Hashem, He is Hashem; in 
Heaven above and on the 
earth below…” – provides a 
measuring rod for a person 
to measure his spiritual 
status. “Above” teaches 
that there are many 
individuals in the world 
more humble than he, and 
“below” teaches that there 
are many individuals with 
far fewer material 
possessions who serve 
Hashem without 
complaining. 

The lesson of the 
previous paragraph is: “in 
Heaven above” – look 
toward those far superior to 
you and understand your 
relative inferiority. And “on 
the earth below” – With 
regard to material concerns, 
look downward, toward 
those who have even less 
than you. 
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The idea is that Shabbos is an expression of cancellation, as you 
would say, “The joy of our heart was canceled”. And this is to be your 
job “from evening till evening”, that you should cancel out the efforts of 
those who would cancel you out; that is, the “prosecutor” – who wishes 
to nullify your existence in a negative way – cancel out his efforts by 
your tefilla from evening till evening. 

n n n 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Defining Greatness  

In Kedoshim, the portion of the Torah that teaches us how to be holy, we learned that 
being a holy person is primarily focused on interpersonal relationships. The classic themes of 
holiness refer to asceticism, a serious demeanor, and the like, may be part of the picture, but if 
an apparently holy person shows a flaw in interpersonal relationships, there is something 
fundamentally wrong. He or she could not be holy. 

Rav Meir Yechiel, the Ostrover Rav, (niftar 1928) was a giant in Torah. His magnum 
opus, Meir Einei Chachomim, presents volumes of outstanding scholarship. He was once 
asked how it was that he became so great in Torah. Surprisingly, the Rav answered that he 
knew exactly why. 

He related that his father had been a baker. He was a poor man and most of his 
livelihood came from making challa for his community for Shabbos. He would stay up all 
night, every Thursday night, in order to make enough challa for his customers on Erev 
Shabbos. As he worked hard kneading his dough, he would cry and daven that he would make 
enough money to pay his son’s teachers so that they would be able to grow in Torah. As he 
kneaded, the tears would fall into the dough. The Ostrover Rav told how, as a child, he would 
run to eat the challa baked with his father’s tears. He held that it was the tears in the challa 
that enabled him to become great in Torah. 

Once the Ostrover Rav was on vacation in the Swiss mountains when he had a chance 
meeting with the Rav of Rabbonim, Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky. Rav Chaim Ozer was 
considered the greatest scholar and Rav of the generation. Upon meeting the Ostrover, Rav 
Chaim Ozer said he had heard that the Ostrover Rav was a gavra rabba, a great man, and 
perhaps he would therefore share with him a a new Torah thought. 

As a contextual note, this was the period of the beginning of Agudas Yisrael, an 
organization that proposed to hand leadership decisions to the Gedolim, the great Torah 
leaders of the generation. This represented a new phase in the history of European Jewry. The 
term gavra rabba therefore had a new context pertaining to the new phase of Torah 
leadership. Rav Chaim Ozer was interested in the Ostrover, as he had heard that he indeed 
was a gavra rabba, a “great man”. 

The Ostrover Rav demurred and did not wish to tell over a new thought to one as great 
as Rav Chaim Ozer. After all, what Torah thought could he possibly find that the Vilna Rav 
was not yet familiar with?  

The Ostrover was also taken aback by being referred to as a gavra rabba and 
commented that the term gavra rabba referred specifically to someone who helps other 

This works with the 
aspect of Shabbos as 
cancellation. Cancel out the 
prosecutor, who wishes to 
cancel you out, with your 
tefillos from evening till 
evening. 
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people, and relieves their suffering. On encountering some surprise the Ostrover Rav 
presented his prooftext. 

The Talmud in Maseches Makkos comments on the “foolish people in Bovel”, who 
stand before a Sefer Torah but not before a gavra rabba (referring to a Torah scholar). The 
Talmud goes on to say that the greatness of their scholarship is evident in the fact that they 
knew that although the Torah explicitly states that a transgressor should receive forty lashes, 
in practice he receives only thirty-nine. 

However, noted the Ostrover Rav, if the Talmud only identified the greatness of the 
scholars by their brilliant reduction of lashes, they did not need to go all the way to Parshas Ki 
Seitzei where lashes are discussed. They could have inferred the same from our earlier 
Parsha, Emor. Here the Torah says to count fifty days from the second day of Pesach, and the 
scholars taught that we need only count forty-nine! 

Said the Ostrover Rav, we see that term “great man” did not refer to a scholar who can 
reduce numbers, but rather to a scholar who can reduce pain. Greatness lies in how we treat 
others.  

� � � � � � 

Holiness in Judaism 

In the Parsha we read about the various restrictions applying to Kohanim (or “Priests”, 
although I am uncomfortable with this translation, for reasons which will become clear). 

For example, a Kohen may not “contaminate himself” (lo yitama, whatever that means 
exactly) by contact with the dead. This means he may not be in the same room as, or under the 
same canopy with, the body of a deceased, nor go to any cemetery. This seems strange, since 
we might have supposed that, on the contrary, a Priest should involve himself with death, so 
as to be somehow more holy. After all, a Jewish burial society is called a chevra kadisha – 
“association of holiness”! So what is the reason for this rule? 

This is a famous problem, and I saw an interesting answer this morning in a book Kol 
Ram, on the thoughts of the late Rav Moshe Feinstein, which I would like to share with you. 
The neshoma (soul) leaves the body upon death. There is a well-known Gemora: a wicked 
man is as if dead, even when he is alive. What does this mean? It means that such a man’s 
neshoma has become so covered over, so hidden, it is as if it has already left the body. Now 
the reason for a Kohen’s being forbidden to approach a corpse can be explained in the 
following way: such a corpse, since the neshoma has left it, represents pure matter, devoid of 
any spiritual component. Thus, it is forbidden to a Kohen, who should only involve himself 
with spiritual affairs. 

This brings us to a broader issue: what does it mean for a Kohen to be involved in 
spiritual affairs? And here we see an important difference from the notion of priestly behavior 
in many other religions. In many religions, a priest is expected to attain holiness through 
various forms of self-denial. This might involve celibacy, or even mortification of the flesh. 

In Judaism, it is quite different. The Kohen Godol (High Priest), for instance, must 
marry a besula (Vayikra 21:13-14). But (according to the Ramban) this is not only a negative 
commandment, forbidding him to marry a widow or divorcee. It is also a positive 
commandment: he must marry, and furthermore, his bride should be a besula. But how does 
this relate to holiness? The answer is that a Kohen attains holiness or spirituality not by 
abstaining from the material benefits of the world, but by partaking of them, and sanctifying 
them, by using them for holy purposes. This is a much more sophisticated concept of holiness 
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than mere abstinence! 

And if it is this way for the Kohanim, so it is for all of us. And this brings me to a 
fundamental principle of the Torah, which I have said many times before and, G-d willing, I 
will say many times again. We attain holiness not by avoiding the wonderful material benefits 
in the world which have been created for us, but by taking full advantage of them, provided we 
use them in a Jewish way, to sanctify them, and make them holy. The daily Shemone Esrei is 
full of requests for various types of material benefits. What better example of gashmius 
(materialism) is there than geshem (rain), which brings agricultural success and economic 
prosperity, and for which we daven half the year?) And this is quite legitimate, provided we 
remember to use these benefits in a responsible way, and make them, and ourselves, holy. 

It is my wish that Hashem may grant us all material blessings, and that we may use 
these in the proper way, for our spiritual benefit. 

� � � � � � 

Jewish Self Consciousness – The Company Man 

“Do not desecrate My holy Name; I will be sanctified among the people of Yisrael, I am 
Hashem…” (Vayikra 22: 32)  

This is a strange juxtaposition. Chillul Hashem is the biggest aveira. Kiddush Hashem 
is the biggest mitzva. One would think that the person prone to making a Chillul Hashem is 
very far removed from the great mitzva of making a Kiddush Hashem. What are these two 
people doing in the same pasuk?  

The answer is painfully simple. When a Jew, a good Jew, is not making a Kiddush 
Hashem it is a Chillul Hashem! It is a Chillul Hashem not to make a Kiddush Hashem. 
Kiddush Hashem is not just about jumping into fire. The way we talk, the way we interact with 
others, the way we conduct business, the way we talk to our children, the way we dress, the 
way we treat our elderly, even the way we walk down the street – are all opportunities for a 
Kiddush Hashem. Being that it is expected of us as a holy people to act with dignity and 
integrity, if we don’t live up to that expectation it is a Chillul Hashem!  

I heard Rav Pam quoted as telling the following story: The Chofetz Chaim once sent his 
son on a mission. The Chofetz Chaim warned his son to be careful as to how he acts. For if he 
would act in a fashion which was even slightly inappropriate for a Torah scholar, it would be a 
desecration of Hashem’s Name. The Chofetz Chaim’s son protested, “But Father, I am not a 
Talmid Chochom; I am a simple Jew!” The Chofetz Chaim responded, “To create a Chillul 
Hashem, you are enough of a Talmid Chochom.” (I may have heard this from Rav Yissocher 
Frand.)  

My Rebbe once put it very succinctly. Life is very confusing and decision-making is so 
complex, yet before acting there is really only one question that a Jew must ask himself: “Will 
this be a Kiddush Hashem or a Chillul Hashem? It’s one or the other, there is no parve.” 
When I first heard these words I found them quite harsh. Do we have to feel the pressure of 
self-evaluation all the time? If everything we do is either a mitzva or an aveira, when do we 
just live? Can’t we just relax? Yet the difficult truth remains that there is no porch-sitting for 
Jews. 

Given that we as Jews were created to make the world more G-dly, when we are not 
making a Kiddush Hashem it is a Chillul Hashem! It is a Chillul Hashem not to make a 
Kiddush Hashem. We are simply not performing our mandate in this world. Our very 
existence should be for the purpose of making a Kiddush Hashem. 
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When I read the newspapers I tend to resent always being judged. Is there any other 
country or nation today or throughout history that is as scrutinized by the international press 
as are the Jews? Nevertheless, whether we like it or not, every act we do, militarily or 
politically, is either a Kiddush Hashem or a Chillul Hashem! 

The same is true for us as individuals. It may not always get into the paper, (although 
lately it has) but we are always being judged. We want to disappear into the crowd, we want to 
just be people – but we are Jews. When we do well we give kovod to Hashem; when we don’t 
we desecrate His holy Name. 

More than ever as a country, as a people and as individuals, we must measure our 
words and our actions. The reward for Kiddush Hashem is beyond imagination. 

Lastly, I remember once being asked to address a very secular group of affluent Jews. 
As I stood up to make my remarks, one of the men in the front row pointed out to me that I 
was wearing my yarmulke. I assured him that I was aware that my head was covered. He 
asked me if I wore my yarmulke all the time. I noticed a certain discomfort in this very well-
meaning and sincere man. I explained to him that as an Orthodox Jew I always wear my 
yarmulke. I then asked him if my wearing a yarmulke makes him uncomfortable or self-
conscious. He immediately told me that he was fine with it and apologized for the intrusion 
into my private affairs. My response to him still rings in my own ears. “It makes me a bit 
uncomfortable and self-conscious, I said – and that is exactly why I wear it!”  

Self-consciousness means to be aware of oneself as an individual or of one’s own being, 
actions or thoughts. It may be a bit uncomfortable, but when we consider the impact of our 
words and actions on our friends, associates, family and Hashem, a bit of discomfort helps 
keep us in line. Hashem does not want us to be scared – just to be aware. With a bit of self-
consciousness we can make a Kiddush Hashem with everything we do. 

Recently, the very last part of the Amida has started to jump out at me. “Act for Your 
Name’s sake; act for Your right hand’s sake; act for Your Torah’s sake; act for Your sanctity’s 
sake…let Your right hand save and respond to me”. (Elokai Netzor) 

After all tefillos are said, we implore Hashem with a sense of entitlement! “I’m on the 
job; I have dedicated myself to Your honor; I am always concerned with Your Torah and Your 
children – I’m a company man, so take care of me. Answer my tefillos!’ 

� � � � � � 

It Takes a Village 

I once read an astounding study that affects us all. A certain philanthropist in Long 
Island is funding an academic study on the “fallout” from Judaism. Why are so many children 
falling through the cracks of the Jewish community? We all have our own ideas and theories 
about this and there is probably truth to all of them. The study so far points to a common 
denominator or a pattern that has developed. Almost all those who have fallen away are not 
members of a community – a kehilla. Could it be so simple? Probably not. But it sure makes a 
lot of sense. Whatever the individual problem may be: learning disabilities, dysfunctional 
households, or lousy schools, it is possible to survive if there is a safety net of community. If 
everyone is doing his own thing, leaving wide cracks in between, people will fall between those 
cracks. 

Consider the time of Rav Akiva. Between Pesach and Shavuos, 24,000 talmidim 
perished because they did not act respectfully to each other (Yevomos 62). Just one line in the 
Gemora! Nobody sinned, nobody ate treif, nobody stole, nobody worshipped idols – they just 
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did their own thing, by themselves. Everyone worked independently. They couldn’t form a 
network. They were 24,000 individuals. 

 A Medrash: “Rav Ami asked Rav Shmuel bar Nachman, ‘Being that I heard that you 
are an expert in homiletics, explain to me why it says: “G-d’s charity is even in Heaven”.’ He 
answered, ‘Just like earthlings need to depend on charity from each other so do those 
creatures that dwell in the Heavens depend on charity from each other’ (Vayikra Rabba 31: 
1). 

The Medrash refers to angels and to other celestial beings. Angels obviously do not 
have the human needs that we have; they are not lacking in food, clothing or money. What is 
the purpose of tzedoka in Heaven? 

The answer is that there is no creature in Heaven or Earth designed to stand alone. No 
one is independent except for Hashem. Even angels are not designed to work in a vacuum; 
they need other angels to share with. The essence of Hashem’s design is sharing. 

We say it in our siddur: “All the celestial beings accept upon themselves the yoke of 
Heaven and then they all give permission to each other to sanctify their Creator with 
praise…in unity they all say, ‘Kodosh, Kodosh, Kodosh.’” 

Why do angels need permission from each other to praise Hashem? Because there is no 
praise in a vacuum. There is no existence in a vacuum. Hashem designed the world, on all 
levels, for sharing. 

During these days between Pesach and Shavuos let us consider our own families. I find 
it disheartening that there seems to be an anti-communal culture. Not just in shtiebels but in 
schools and in chessed and tzedoka organizations. Everyone is falling into the trap. We must 
guard ourselves from privatization. If our families are not part of something greater than 
themselves – like the talmidim of Rav Akiva, they will perish. The talmidim of Rav Akiva were 
great people but even Malochim have to share with each other. The talmidim of Rav Akiva 
defied their design and perished. 

No one – not even angels – are designed to go it alone. A net pulled apart into thread 
will save no one! 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
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Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empi
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

ת �ַ /��ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
ד כבד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל �ָ � עַ עֵ א יוֹ 

� ַהטוֹב ַמֲעֶ#ה ָ!ל  ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי
י יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ לְ ת  כ זְ ל לִ !ֹ ה הַ 

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
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wisely when neighboring wicked people disturbed him (
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ordained by Rav Yehuda ben 

(Sanhedrin 14). Rav Meir was buried in Teveria. His main teacher was 

entered the Pardes (“orchard”) with Rav Akiva and came out a heretic due to his 

misunderstanding of what he saw there;

� Rav Shmuel of Karov. Born in Neustadt, he became a close 

Lizhensk and later the Chozeh

Wangrob, (5580/1820); 

� Rav Leib of Zelikov, talmid 

(5586/1826); 
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of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empi
Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service.

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ , הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ (צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ 

ְ�ַרֲחִמי� 1ְ�ֶַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ  ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ  ‘ה 
ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲעֶ#  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי� ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה

י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ   חַ ר  �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ  , לאֵ ָר 
 .י�יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר � צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS EMOR
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Iyar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (May 20th) 
Yaakov Abuchatzera, the father of the Baba Sali, (12th of 

2007), (5668/1908); 

Motzai Shabbos (May 21st) – Pesach Sheini
, (121 CE). A descendant of proselytes, Rav Meir was a 

Akiva, Rav Yishmo’el, and Elisha ben Avuya. There are 335 halochos mentioned in the 

with Rav Meir’s explanations. His wife was the famous wise woman, Beruria. She advised him 

wisely when neighboring wicked people disturbed him (Berochos 10a), and when their two 

news gently and comforted him. He was one of the five scholars 

 Bava during the persecutions following the Bar Kochva Revolt 

14). Rav Meir was buried in Teveria. His main teacher was Acher

(“orchard”) with Rav Akiva and came out a heretic due to his 

misunderstanding of what he saw there; 

of Karov. Born in Neustadt, he became a close Chassid of Reb Elimelech of 

Chozeh of Lublin. From the year 1815, he became Rebbe

talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin and mechaber of 

of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ 
ה הַ ילָ פִ 1ְ _______ 

 י2נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עוֶֹ#ה ֶ�(ִני

ָר ְ# יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה 1ִ � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Pesach Sheini 
, (121 CE). A descendant of proselytes, Rav Meir was a talmid of Rav 

mentioned in the Mishna 

with Rav Meir’s explanations. His wife was the famous wise woman, Beruria. She advised him 

10a), and when their two 

news gently and comforted him. He was one of the five scholars 

Bava during the persecutions following the Bar Kochva Revolt 

Acher (“the Other”) who 

(“orchard”) with Rav Akiva and came out a heretic due to his 

of Reb Elimelech of 

Rebbe in Karov and 

of Lekutei Maharil, 
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� Rav Yehuda Tzvi of Stretin, (5667/1907); 

� Rav Eliyohu Chaim Meisel, Av Bais Din of Lodz (1821–1912). Born in Horodok, he became 

the Rav of the city from 1840 to 1843, and later was Rav of Drazin (1843–1861), Prozan 

(1861–1867), where he showed heroic dedication during a deadly epidemic and Lomza (1867–

1879), where he was able to reduce by five hundred a year the number of people called for 

army service. He was chief Rav of Lodz from 1873 until his petira, (5672/1912); 

� Rav Tuvia Goldstein, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Emek Halacha in Boro Park, 

(5763/2003). 

� 15th of Iyar ~ Begins Sunday Night (May 22nd) 
Rav Chaim Meir Yechiel Shapira of Moglenitz (or Moglonitza), “the Saraph of 

Moglenitz”. He was raised and taught by his maternal grandfather, the Kozhnitzer Maggid. He 

married the granddaughter of the Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. He was also the talmid of four 

leading figures of his generation: the Rebbes of Lublin, Peshis’cha, Apta and Ruzhin (5th of Iyar, 

according to others), (5609/1849). 

� 16th of Iyar ~ Begins Monday Night (May 23rd) 
� Rav Meir ben Gedalia of Lublin, mechaber of Maharam on Shas, also known as Meir Einei 

Chachomim. He was invited to the rabbinate of Cracow in 1587, before the age of thirty. In 

1591, he became Rav in Lemberg. In 1613, he became Rav in Lublin and established a Yeshiva, 

(5318–5376/1558–1616); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel Feinstein (1906–2003), born to Rav Avrohom Yitzchok in Uzda, 

Lithuania. At the age of seven, Yechiel Michel lost his father and went to live with his 

grandfather, Rav Dovid Feinstein, the Rav of Stravin, Byelorussia. There he learned with his 

grandfather and uncles, Rav Moshe and Rav Mordechai. After his bar mitzva he traveled to 

Slutzk to learn under Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer. When the Bolsheviks arrived, the Yeshiva was 

forced to flee Lithuania, to Kletzk, Poland. There, he continued his studies with Rav Meltzer 

and Rav Aharon Kotler. After three years, he moved to Mir to learn with Rav Yeruchom 

Leibovitz. He also learned in Brisk, Grodno and Vilna. He escaped Europe for America in 1941, 

traveling together with Rav Aharon Kotler. Upon his arrival he opened a Yeshiva in Boston for 

the talmidim of Yeshivas Mir. Six months later his uncle, Rav Moshe Feinstein, summoned Rav 

Yechiel Michel to serve at his side as head of Yeshiva Tiferes Yerushalayim in New York. 

During a brief trip to Eretz Yisrael in 1946, he married a daughter of the Brisker Rav, Lifsha 

(17th of Iyar, according to Yated 2004), (5763/2003). 

�  17th of Iyar ~ Begins Tuesday Night (May 24th) 
� Rav Yechezkel Landau, the Noda B’Yehuda (1713–1793). Born in Apta, Poland, he learned 

and served in Brody, then Prague. He also wrote Dogul Meirevova on the Shulchon Aruch and 

Tzelach on Shas, as well as Doresh Tziyon and Ahavas Tziyon. He was able to trace his family 

lineage back to Rashi, (5553/1793); 

� Rav Moshe Chaim Efraim of Sudilkov, grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov, mechaber of Degel 

Machaneh Efraim (1748–1800). He was born and died in Medzibuzh, and his grave is next to 

that of the Ba’al Shem Tov. His brother was the famous Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh. After the 

Ba’al Shem Tov’s passing, Moshe Chaim studied under the Maggid of Mezritch and Rav 

Yaakov Yosef of Polnoye, the mechaber of Toldos Yaakov Yosef, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Mordechai (“Mottele”) Twersky of Rachmistrivka (~1830–1921). Rav Mottele moved to 

Yerushalayim from Europe in 1908 (or 1906). His father, Rav Yochonon Twersky, son of the 

famous Rebbe Mottele of Chernobyl, was the first Rebbe of the Rachmistrivka dynasty. When 
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his father was niftar in 1895, Rav Menachem and his two brothers shared the Rachmistrivka 

court for eleven years. On the first day of Chol Hamoed Pesach in 1921, Rav Mordechai was 

attacked by a mob of Arabs while on his way to the Kosel. He passed away a month later, due 

to complications caused by injuries sustained during that attack, (5681/1921); 

� Rav Pinchas Twersky of Ostilla. The son of Rav Mordechai of Rachmistrivka, both of Rav 

Pinchas’s parents were descendants of the Ba’al Shem Tov’s greatest talmidim, Rav Menachem 

Nachum of Chernobyl (on his father’s side) and Rav Pinchas of Koritz (on his mother’s side). 

After marrying Chana Rochel, the daughter of Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz, Rav Pinchas settled 

and learned in Belz for twenty-three years. In 1923, he became the Rav of Ostilla, and after a 

few years he moved to P’shemish. Rav Pinchas was deported to the Belzec Extermination 

Camp on the 17th of Iyar in 1943. Close to one million Jews were murdered at Belzec; it is 

lesser known than other camps since almost no one survived to tell of it. No one knows exactly 

when Rav Pinchas was niftar, so his Yahrzeit was established on the same day as that of his 

father. The only member of his family to survive the war was his daughter, who married Rav 

Yaakov Yosef of Skver. Together, they built Kiryas Skver and the Skverer Torah institutions, 

(5640–5703/1880–1943); 

� Rav Tavi Hirsch Rosenbaum, the Kretchnif-Sighet Rebbe, (5681–5765/1921–2005). 

� 18th of Iyar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (May 25th) – Lag Ba’Omer 
There is a high energy on Lag Ba’Omer. This is due to the actual counting of the Omer for this 

day and represents the spiritual potential of the Torah without the physical limitations of this 

world. 

� Rav Shimon bar Yochai, mechaber of the sacred Zohar (“Brilliance”), was a Tanna (sage of 

the Mishna) in ancient Eretz Yisrael, and one of the most eminent talmidim of Rav Akiva. He 

was active after the destruction of the second Bais HaMikdosh in 70 CE. During the persecution 

by the Roman Emperor Hadrian, when the Talmudic Academies were shut down and the study 

of the Talmud was forbidden on penalty of death, Rav Akiva continued to teach the Talmud 

publicly, and his devoted talmid, Rav Shimon, stayed at his side. Even after the arrest of Rav 

Akiva, Rav Shimon continued to visit his master in prison to receive instruction there. After 

Rav Akiva died a martyr’s death at the hands of the Romans, Rav Shimon bar Yochai, together 

with his son, Rav Elozor, went into hiding in a cave in the mountains near Peki’in in the Galil, 

where they stayed for thirteen years. There, he wrote the Zohar. This body of mystical 

knowledge was given orally by Hashem to the Jewish people on Har Sinai. With the passage of 

Am Yisrael’s history, these teachings were lost to most people, until Rav Shimon, fearing a 

permanent loss of this knowledge, recorded them in the Zohar. After leaving the cave, Rav 

Shimon settled in the town of Tekoa, where he founded a great academy, and where the greatest 

scholars of the time gathered to receive instruction from him. Among them was Rav Yehuda, 

the son of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, the Nosi, later the compiler of the Mishna. Rav Shimon 

was niftar on the thirty-third day of the Omer, known as Lag Ba’Omer. On that evening, the 

daylight was miraculously extended until he had completed his final teaching and passed away. 

As his passing left such a “light” behind, many candles and/or bonfires are lit at his burial place 

in Meron, as well as in locales throughout Eretz Yisrael and the Diaspora. Some teach that this 

is not the Hilula for Rav Shimon but it is the night that Rav Akiva began to teach Rav Shimon 

Kabbola. After being hidden for a thousand years, the Zohar was rediscovered by Rav Moshe 

de Leon in Spain, in the thirteenth century. There are some people who teach that the Zohar was 

taken by the Knights Templar from Yerushalayim to Spain where it came into the hands of Rav 

Moshe De Leon; 
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� Rav Moshe Isserles (the Rema), mechaber of the Shulchon Aruch (1520–1572), born and died 

in Cracow, Poland. He composed glosses on those paragraphs of the Shulchon Aruch in which 

he differs from the Mechaber, stating the Halocha as it has been decided by the Ashkenazi 

authorities, which is binding on Ashkenazi Jews. The Rema named his glosses Mappa 

(“Tablecloth”), as a “cover” for the Shulchon Aruch (“the Set Table”). These glosses have been 

incorporated into the text and are distinguishable in that they are printed in Rashi script. This 

consolidation of the two works symbolizes the underlying unity of the Sefardi and Ashkenazi 

communities. It is through this unification that the Shulchon Aruch became the universally 

accepted Code of Law for the entire Jewish people. The Rema also wrote Darkei Moshe, a 

commentary on the Arba’a Turim. He became a son-in-law of Rav Sholom Shachna, Rosh 

Yeshiva of Lublin. He was also related to Rav Meir Katzenelenbogen – the Maharam Padua, 

and to Rav Shlomo Luria – the Maharshal, (5332/1572); 

� Reb Moshe Kohen Narol, Rav of Metz and mechaber of Sefer Kel Molei Rachamim, 

(5419/1659); 

� Rav Moshe Eiseman, Rosh Yeshiva in Bais Meir-Vineland. He was sent by Rav Yechiel 

Schlesinger in the Frankfurt Yeshiva to Ponevezh. He is a cousin to the Baltimore Mashgiach 

by the same name; 

� Rav Dovid Hecksher, Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva Kol Torah, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Alter Eliyohu Rubinstein (1947–2005). Born in Sighet, Hungary, to his father, Rav Fishel 

HaLevi Rubinstein. A few years later, his parents moved to Eretz Yisrael and settled in the 

village Bais Gamliel near Yavneh. After his bar mitzva, Rav Alter Eliyohu studied under the 

Sanz-Klausenberger Rav in Netanya. He married the daughter of Rav Yehoshua Deutsch, the Av 

Bais Din of Katamon, Yerushalayim. After studying for a few years in Rechovot, the Rav 

appointed him head of Kollel Sanz in Yerushalayim, where he served for twenty-two years, 

from 1970 until 1993. He also headed Kollel Shomrei HaChomos and was a member of the 

Vaad Rabbanei Sanz. In 1993 he was appointed as Rav of the Shomrei HaChomos kehilla in 

Ramat Shlomo, Yerushalayim. In 2004, Rav Alter Eliyohu was appointed Av Bais Din of the 

1,300 families of Kehillas Antwerp, to replace Rav Chaim Kreiswirth, (5765/2005). 

� 19th of Iyar ~ Begins Thursday Night (May 26th) 
� Rav Meir ben Boruch, the Maharam MiRottenberg, teacher of the Rosh (1215–1293). In 1286, 

Rudolf of Germany wanted to institute a new tax on the Jews of Germany. The Jews objected to 

this tax. The Maharam decided to leave Germany, but on the 4th of Tammuz, he was kidnapped 

by the bishop of Bazil and handed over to the emperor, who held Rav Meir captive in the Tower 

of Enzisheim in Alsace. Rav Meir composed Sha’ali Serufa Bo’eish, which is included in the 

kinnos of Tisha B’Av. He was niftar in the prison and was not properly buried until the 4th of 

Adar in 1307, (5053/1293); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov (1755–1815). He was introduced to Chassidus at the age 

of eleven when he met the Maggid of Mezritch. He studied Torah and Chassidus under Reb 

Shmelke of Nikolsburg, together with two of his friends, the Chozeh of Lublin and the Maggid 

of Kozhnitz. His main teacher, however, was Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. Among his talmidim 

were such outstanding Chassidic leaders as Rav Naftoli of Ropshitz and Rav Tzvi Elimelech of 

Dinov. His teachings are collected in Menachem Zion, Divrei Menachem, and Be’eros 

HaMayim, (5575/1815); 

� Rav Yaakov Moshe Mordechai Soloveitchik of Lucerne (1915–1995). His father was Rav 

Yisrael Gershon Soloveitchik, son of Rav Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk. Soon after his bar 

mitzva, he traveled to Kamenitz to study under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. He fled Poland to 
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evade the draft, along with Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman, and the two stayed in Switzerland 

until the end of World War II. After the war, they traveled to Eretz Yisrael and studied at the 

Lomza Yeshiva in Petach Tikva, where he shared a room with Rav Chaim Kanievsky. He 

moved to Lugano and then to Lucerne to head a Yeshiva, and married Rivka Ruchama, daughter 

of Rav Shmuel Zanvil Neuman, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Ezra Attia of Syria, Rosh Yeshiva of Poras Yosef, Yerushalayim, from 1925 to 1970 

(1885–1970). He was born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1887, and was named after the novi Ezra 

because his mother, Leah, had had several miscarriages before his birth and gave birth to him 

after davening at Ezra’s grave in Tedef, Syria. Rav Attia began his studies in Aleppo under Rav 

Yehuda Aslan Attia (possibly a distant relative), but he soon moved with his family to 

Yerushalayim. After his father passed away when Rav Attia was twenty, three leading Sefardi 

sages took upon themselves to support him so he could continue his studies. In 1907, Rav Attia 

began studying in the new Yeshiva Ohel Moed (which later became Poras Yosef) under Rav 

Refoel Shlomo Laniado and Rav Yosef Yedid. His studies were interrupted by World War I, and 

he fled to Egypt to avoid being drafted into the Ottoman Army. While there, he established 

Yeshivas Keser Torah in Cairo, which continued to exist until 1948. Returning to Eretz Yisrael, 

Rav Attia was appointed to head Yeshiva Poras Yosef and also to serve on the Sefardi Bais Din. 

He continued to head Poras Yosef until his petira, and among his talmidim were Rav Ovadia 

Yosef, Rav Ben Zion Abba Shaul, and leading Rabbonim of the Syrian communities in the 

United States and Panama, (5730/1970); 

� Rav Moshe Kopshitz (1941–2004), great-grandson of Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Rosh 

Yeshiva of Kol Yaakov and Rav of Yerushalayim’s Romema neighborhood, (5764/2004). 



Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The holy Arizal taught: 

On the Hilula (Yahrzeit) of a Tzaddik, he alone teaches in the heavenly academy known as 

the Mesivta DeRokiya, and on that day they only study his novel Torah thoughts called chiddushim 

as well as review his good deeds and acts of chessed (loving-kindness). 

The Bais Yisrael of Gur said that the Shabbos preceding a yahrzeit, we have the ability to 
latch onto and grasp that Tzaddik’s force and tap into his power. 

 

Lag Ba’Omer is coming up this week so we will dedicate this section to Hilula DeRashbi. 
 

Why is Lag Ba’Omer called Rav Shimon’s Hilula? What does Hilula mean? (Source: 
Va’amartem Ko LeChai). 

The holy Zohar (III 296b) calls the passing of Rashbi a Hilula and tells us: 

During the levaya for Rashbi, his bier flew through the air and a pillar of fire 
moved before it. This is how he entered the burial cave. Suddenly, all present at the 
funeral heard a heavenly voice proclaim, “Enter, come together, gather for the Hilula of 
Rav Shimon.” 
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What does Hilula mean? 

A few possibilities include: 

• Hallel – praise: we tell stories of praise about Rashbi, his good deeds, miracles and 
teachings; 

• Simcha – the simcha of Chosson and Kalla is called by Chazal a Hilula, alluding to the 
yichud, the supernal unification that Rashbi performed above and below; 

• Ohr – light, as in the pasuk (Yeshaya 14:12): Heilel ben Shachar, which Rashi explains 
as “The planet Venus that shines like the morning star.” 

• Yahrzeit – The Ramak says that every Tzaddik’s day of petira or yahrzeit is known as a 
Hillula: “When the soul of the Tzaddik ascends on high on the day of his passing, his 
soul unites with the Holy One and the Shechina. On this day, all the Torah and 
mitzvos that he studied and performed and engaged in during his lifetime all 
awaken and shine forth their light and a great yichud (spiritual unification) occurs 
on high. 

 
BonFires, Bows and Arrows 

We will discuss two more customs for Lag Ba’Omer: bonfires and archery. 

• Rav Avrohom Yaakov of Sadigura once said regarding the hadloka (bonfire) on Lag 
Ba’Omer that “tens of thousands of souls are rectified and receive their tikkun 
(rectification) through the hadloka of the bonfire – lit for the honor and glory of 
Rashbi!” 

• The custom to light bonfires in honor of Hilula DeRashbi on Lag Ba’Omer is very old. 
The great light and splendor of the secrets of Torah were revealed on this day, so a 
great, fiery light is kindled. The bonfires were sold often to the highest bidder and 
the honor to light them given to the holiest Rabbonim and Tzaddikim. At one point, 
the holy Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin purchased this honor and right for himself and his 
descendants for all generations till the coming of Moshiach and till this day his 
descendant, the current Boyaner Rebbe lights the bonfire in Meron.  

• The custom to perform archery on Lag Ba’Omer is found amongst the talmidim of 
the Ba’al Shem Tov and they brought it with them to Eretz Yisrael. Some of the 
reasons for this custom include the Yerushalmi Berochos 65a, where Rav Chizkiya 
declared in the name of Rav Yirmiya that during Rashbi’s lifetime, the rainbow was 
not seen at all. (In Parashas Noach, the Torah says that the rainbow is a symbol that 
Hashem refrains from destroying the world again as He did with the floodwaters of 
Noach because of the bris He made.) The generation of Rashbi as cited by Rashi in 
Parshas Noach, was righteous enough not to need the rainbow as a reminder or sign 
of this bris. 

• The Bnei Yissoschor cites Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov to explain the 
connection between the rainbow and the bow and arrow (Bnei Yissoschor Lag 
Ba’Omer 3:4): “The custom of the Yeshiva talmidim of the Rabbonim is to shoot a bow 
and arrow on this day because in Rashbi’s generation the rainbow was never seen, 
and therefore on the day he ascended we remind ourselves of this fact in this 
manner.” 



18 � Emor / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

• Rav Moshe Yechiel Elimelech of Levertov notes that the gematria (numerical value) 
of HaKeshes (“the rainbow”) is Rabbon Shimon ben Yochai. 

The Mogen Avrohom of Trisk notes that “Lag Ba’Omer is the gematria of Moshe and 
Ba’Omer, 312, which is Shin Yud Bais, the acronym of Shimon bar Yochai. This teaches us the 
two forms of Torah, Moshe’s Torah, the simple meaning of the text and the hidden esoteric 
secrets of Rashbi’s Torah are both needed. Each one is a feature of Lag Ba’Omer, and Lag is the 
same letters as Gal; Galgal means a wheel – half of a wheel is the crescent shape of the bow. 
When the bows are joined and both the hidden and revealed Torahs are merged, their union is 
like the archer’s bow, the primary weapon of war, which we need to use to combat the yetzer 
hora and wage war against it. The only way to truly do teshuva is to win the war against the 
yetzer hora and so we take the weapon of war, the bow and arrow, which symbolize the 
hidden and revealed Torah, to fight the evil one, as our Sages said, “Hashem says, ‘I created 
the evil inclination and I created the Torah as the antidote and cure against it.’” 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Meir Ba’al HaNesRav Meir Ba’al HaNesRav Meir Ba’al HaNesRav Meir Ba’al HaNes, , , , 11114444
thththth

    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar    

Tanna 

Tefilla attached 

Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes, of the fourth 
generation of Tanno’im, belonged to that 
group of men who developed Torah 
instruction after Bar Kochva’s revolt. 

His 
teachers 
were Rav 
Akiva, Rav 
Yishmo’el 
and Rav 
Elisha ben 
Avuya. His 
manner of 
instruction consisted of one-third Halocha, 
one-third Aggoda, and one-third proverbs. 
All classes of people appreciated his 
lessons. 

His lineage was not well known. 
According to the Aggoda, Rav Meir Ba’al 
HaNes stemmed from a family of converts 
to Judaism, descendants even of Emperor 
Nero himself. 

They say that when Emperor Nero 
came to conquer Yerushalayim, he shot 
divining arrows into the air and they all 
landed pointing in the direction of 
Yerushalayim. Sensing that the event had 
been sealed and that he would only be an 
instrument of grief, he repented. From his 
descendants was born Rav Meir Ba’al 
HaNes. 

Rav Meir would say, “One should 
always teach his son a simple trade and 
daven to Hashem, Who is the source of all 
wealth. For wealth does not come by one’s 
trade, since each trade has its rich and its 
poor.” 

He would also say, “There exist two 
types of friends: those who rebuke you and 
those who do not. Love the first type above 
all.” 

And again, he would say, “Where do 
we learn that the resurrection of the dead is 
explicitly mentioned in the Torah? It is 
written, ‘And Moshe will sing’. The verb is 
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in the future.” 

 

Rav Meir was married to Beruria, 
one of the few women cited in the Talmud 
and famous for her great brilliance and 
wisdom. She was the daughter of Rav 
Chananya ben Teradyon, one of the ten 
Jewish leaders martyred by the Roman 
government. The Roman government 
ordered that Rav Chananya and his wife be 
executed for teaching Torah publicly. They 
also decreed that their younger daughter 
(Beruria’s sister) be placed in a house of ill 
repute. Beruria asked Rav Meir to save her 
sister.  

Rav Meir took a bag of gold coins 
and went to the brothel disguised as a 
Roman horseman and asked to meet her. 

“Get away from me,” she told him, “I 
don’t feel well.” With this, Rav Meir 
understood that she was innocent. He 
presented himself to the guardian of the 
brothel and offered a bribe and said, “Give 
me this one.”  

The guard replied, “When my 
supervisor comes, he will notice the 
prisoner missing and kill me.”  

Rav Meir told him, “When you are in 
danger, say the words, ‘G-d of Meir – 
answer me!’ and you will be saved.”  

The guard wondered, “How can I be 
guaranteed that this will save me?”  

Rav Meir replied, “Look! There are 
man-eating dogs over there. I will go over 
to them and you will see for yourself.”  

Rav Meir walked toward the dogs. 
They ran over to tear him apart. He cried 
out, “G-d of Meir – answer me!” and the 
dogs retreated. The guard was thus 
convinced and handed over the girl to Rav 
Meir. When the brothel prison supervisor 
came, the guard bribed them with the 
money. Eventually, the money was 
exhausted, and the guard’s deed was 
publicized. The government arrested the 
guard and sentenced him to death by 

hanging. When they tied the rope around 
his neck he cried out, “G-d of Meir – 
answer me!” The rope tore and the guard 
escaped. 

Amazed at what happened to him, 
the guard told people of his encounter with 
Rav Meir. Drawings of Rav Meir’s likeness 
were affixed everywhere in the market, and 
one day someone eventually recognized 
him. When he saw Rav Meir, the man ran 
toward him. Rav Meir then spotted some 
non-kosher food and dipped one finger in it 
and put another finger in his mouth. The 
man who had recognized Rav Meir then 
assumed that this could not be him. 

Rav Meir suffered great personal 
tragedy. He had two sons and a daughter. 
When his two dear sons suddenly passed 
away one Shabbos, his wife Beruria covered 
them and hid the news from him so as not 
to sadden him on this holy day. After the 
Shabbos she asked him, “What if someone 
gave me 
a great 
treasure 
to hold 
for him 
and he 
now 
demand
s that I 
return it – must I give it back?”  

“Of course,” he replied, not realizing 
what she was leading up to. She led him 
into the room where the two dead children 
lay. When she removed the cover and he 
realized the great tragedy, he began to cry. 
She confronted him, “Didn’t you just say 
that we must return the treasure to its 
owner? Hashem gave them to us and now 
Hashem took them back. May His name be 
blessed. In fact, you, my dear husband, 
taught that ‘one is required to bless 
Hashem for the bad just like for the good’.” 
(Talmud Berochos 48).  

www.hevratpinto.org/tzadikim_eng/031_rabbi_meir_ba

al_haness.html 
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Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes passed away 
on the 14th of Iyar. He is buried on the 
shores of Lake Kinneret, only a short 
distance from the city of Teverya. The grave 
of Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes is one of the 
holiest sites in the Jewish world and 
thousands of people flock there to daven 
for a salvation.  

Before his petira, Rav Meir Ba’al 
HaNes promised, as his legacy to all 
generations, that he will personally 
intercede in Heaven, on behalf of anyone in 
distress, who will give charity to the poor in 
Eretz Yisrael in his memory. 

To this very day it is a sacred and 
hallowed tradition for Jews, in crisis or 
need, to recite the words “G-d of Meir – 
answer me!” while giving tzedoka to the 
Rav Meir Ba’al HaNes charity. Countless 
stories abound of men and women who, 
during a personal crisis, experienced 
miraculous help when they gave charity to 
this holy fund in memory of Rav Meir Ba’al 
HaNes. 

 

Rav Meir was a talmid of Rav Akiva. 
He was called Rav Meir because he 
enlightened the Sages with his great 
scholarship (Meir comes from the word 
Ohr  – “light”). He lived at the time of the 
second Rav Shimon ben Rav Gamliel, and 
his son Rav Yehuda HaNosi (“the Prince”), 
who gathered the teachings of all the Sages 
and arranged them in six volumes, known 
as the Mishna. 

Rav Meir lived in troubled times, at 
the time of the destruction of Beitar. 
Scholars were severely persecuted in his 
time. Before his very eyes, the cruel 
Romans murdered his illustrious teacher, 
Rav Akiva, whose flesh they combed with 
iron combs until he delivered up his soul to 
his Creator for the sanctification of His 
Name.  

When the persecution against the 
Sages was being carried out, Rav Meir fled 

to Bovel. Later, however, when Anthony 
Pius ascended the Roman throne and put a 
stop to the oppression, Rav Meir returned 
to Eretz Yisrael. He amazed his colleagues 
with his learning. It was said of Rav Meir 
that “whoever saw him studying the holy 
Torah, got the impression that he was 
tearing up mountains and grinding them to 
dust upon each other.” His colleague, Rav 
Yose, said about him, “He is a great 
personage, a holy and humble man.” 

Rav Meir had a beautiful 
handwriting. He earned three ducats a 
week. One ducat he used to sustain himself 
and his family, another he used for clothes, 
and with the third he supported poor 
Torah scholars. Rav Meir’s wife was called 
Beruria and she was famous for her 
knowledge of the Torah, her great piety 
and wisdom. 

At one time, some disorderly people 
moved in as Rav Meir’s neighbors, and 
caused him much trouble – to such a 
degree, that Rav Meir was ready to daven 
that Hashem should make them die. 
Beruria said to him, “One should despise 
the sins of the wicked people, but not the 
people themselves, as Dovid HaMelech 
said. It would be more correct to daven 
that they should improve their ways.” Rav 
Meir took her advice and Hashem accepted 
his tefilla. Rav Meir’s neighbors became 
pious, kind-hearted people. 

Rav Meir introduced many laws. 
Wherever we find a Mishna where a law is 
stated with no name mentioned, we know 
that it is Rav Meir’s Mishna. Rav Meir used 
to make parables to help explain his ideas. 
Many people found his wise sayings an aid 
in their daily lives.  

“Great is the power of repentance!” 
exclaimed Rav Meir. “It not only saves the 
person himself, but it can also be 
instrumental in saving the whole world.” 

Rav Meir used to travel a lot, both in 
Eretz Yisrael and outside Eretz Yisrael. 
When the Sanhedrin (Supreme Court) was 
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once again set up in Usha under the 
leadership of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel 
HaNosi, Rav Nosson was appointed head 
of the court and Rav Meir was appointed 
Chochom (Sage). Later on he lived in 
Teverya and visited many other towns. In 
one town, which he visited before Purim, 
he found that they had no Megilla, so, 
being a scribe, Rav Meir wrote the 
complete Megilla by heart and read it for 
the Jews of that town. 

Rav Meir was niftar at a ripe old 

age. He even attended the wedding of the 
son of Rav Yehuda HaNosi. 

Rav Meir lived about 1,800 years 
ago, but he is still very much alive among 
the many Yeshiva talmidim and Torah 
scholars, who mention his name many 
times a day in their study of the holy 
Torah. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112312/

jewish/Rabbi-Meir.htm 

    

Rav Yechezkel LandauRav Yechezkel LandauRav Yechezkel LandauRav Yechezkel Landau, , , , 11117777
thththth

    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar    

Mechaber of the Noda B’Yehuda

Rav Yechezkel Landau, the Rav of 
Prague, was known by the name of his sefer 
– Noda 
B’Yehuda. He 
was the source 
to whom people 
turned for 
practical advice, 
and even until 
today his name 
shines like a 
star in the 
firmament of 
Judaism. 

The son 
of Rav Yehuda 
Levi, Rav 
Yechezkel Landau was born on the 18th of 
Cheshvan, 5474 (1713) in Opatow, Poland. 
Up to the age of thirteen, he studied Torah 
with Rav Yitzchok HaLevi of Ludmir, as 
well as with the Rav of the city, Rav Moshe 
Yaakov of Cracow, who greatly liked this 
young boy with a sharp mind. Together 
they discussed difficult problems posed by 
the Gemora. 

At the age of fourteen, he went to the 
town of Brody and there he studied with 
very devoted young men. At eighteen, he 
married a girl by the name of Liebe, the 
daughter of Rav Yaakovka of Dubno, and 

went to live with his father-in-law there. 
Yet after a short time, he persuaded his 
father-in-law to come to live in Brody, 
which was then a town filled with sages and 
scholars. There he was welcomed as one of 
the “Sages of Kloiz”, a famous Bais 
Medrash that included great Torah 
scholars. 

In 5506 (1745), Rav Yechezkel 
became the Rav of Yampol. He stayed there 
for six years, when he was called upon to be 
the Rav of Prague. There he directed a 
great Yeshiva that attracted so many 
talmidim that he was forced to study with 
them in the yard of the main shul. He gave 
discourses in Gemora each day, and on 
Friday he taught the Parsha of the week 
along with Rashi’s commentary. He loved 
his talmidim like a father loves his 
children, and he was very happy to see 
them succeed. Among his talmidim were 
such great Rabbonim as Rav Avrohom 
Danzig (mechaber of Chayei Odom) and 
others. 

Rav Yechezkel had a fixed rule that, 
be it in Torah study or in his approach to 
Mussar, the main thing was not abstract 
study but action. It was not the discussion 
that counted, but the final conclusion. This 
is why he often returns, in his responsa and 
lectures, to the point that the essential 
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thing is not to deny oneself or to fast, but to 
perform good deeds. On the other hand he 
wrote, “The main thing is diligence in 
study. One must study Torah works that 
have true meaning, Mishnayos with 
Tosafos Yom Tov, the Gemora, the Poskim, 
the Chumash, Nevi’im (the Prophets), and 
Kesuvim (the Writings), as well as books on 
Mussar.” 

All this, however, applied to others. 
With his own person, he was very strict and 
denied himself. His talmid, Rav Eliezer 
Fleckless, testifies that until his old age, he 
did not sleep in a bed, but rather with his 
head on a bed and his body on some chairs. 
He also wore a coarse haircloth on his 
body, and he taught while standing. From 
the 17th of Tammuz until the beginning of 
Av, he ate no animal products, and from 
Rosh Chodesh Av to Tisha B’Av, he only ate 
dry bread. 

Like a shepherd faithful to his flock, 
Rav Yechezkel also devoted himself to the 
needs of the community. He enacted 
decrees, dealt with government ministers 
and emperors, and built up institutions 
that promoted tzedoka and chessed. All 
aspects of Jewish life progressed in accord 
with his decisions. 

Rav Yechezkel was niftar on the 17th 
of Iyar, 5553 (1793) in Prague. He ordered 
that neither praises nor orations be 
multiplied at his funeral, that a large 
headstone not be placed on his grave, and 
that no glorious titles be inscribed on it. He 
left numerous works behind, including 
Noda B’Yehuda, Hatzlocha (Tzion L’Nefesh 
Chaya) on the Talmud, Ahavas Tzion, and 
Dogul Meirevova. 

Many legends surround Rav 
Yechezkel’s brilliant character, and these 
illustrate both his intelligence and 
sharpness of mind. What follows are some 
examples: 

One day, a merchant carrying wine 
barrels was traveling from Hungary to his 
home in Prague. While en route, he 

encountered a poor Jew from his 
hometown and gave him a ride in his 
carriage. The poor man had a sack filled 
with money, and since he was afraid of 
thieves, he hid it among the barrels. Upon 
arriving in Prague, however, he could not 
find his money. He therefore accused the 
merchant of having stolen it, then ran in 
tears to see Rav Yechezkel, crying out to 
him, “Save me, Rebbe!”  

Rav Yechezkel had the merchant 
brought to him, but he denied everything 
that the poor man had said, and 
furthermore he complained that the poor 
man had paid him back evil for good, since 
he had helped him out by giving him a ride 
home. Rav Yechezkel resorted to a ruse and 
said to the merchant, “I believe you – you 
did not steal the money. Surely it was your 
driver who stole it. However, if that is the 
case, your wine has become forbidden to 
drink, for the hand of your non-Jewish 
driver has touched it.” When the merchant 
heard this decision, he acknowledged his 
sin and admitted that he had stolen the 
poor man’s money. However, the Rav was 
not satisfied with this, and he said to him, 
“Since you began by denying this with all 
your might, I will not believe you until you 
swear in shul, before the entire community, 
that you stole this poor man’s money.” The 
merchant as Rav Yechezkel had said, and 
only then did he allow the merchant’s wine 
to be sold. 

Two Torah greats of Eretz Yisrael 
came to see the Rav of Prague concerning 
the mitzva of redeeming prisoners. “How 
much money do you need?” Rav Yechezkel 
asked them.  

They replied, “One thousand gold 
coins.”  

The Rav went into his room and 
brought them 990 gold coins. Looking at 
the amount, they said in astonishment, 
“Why did the Rav not add ten gold coins in 
order for the mitzva to belong to him?”  

Rav Yechezkel replied, “I’m 
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surprised that two great Rabbonim such as 
yourselves would ask such a question! Have 
you forgotten the explicit words of the 
Mishna: ‘One who wishes to give but that 
others should not – he looks grudgingly 
toward others’ (Pirkei Avos 5:13). I too 
must allow others to participate in this 
mitzva.” 

Rav Yechezkel was also marvelously 
clever in matters of everyday life, and he 
knew how to act with the most diverse 
types of people. 

Two rich men once came to see him 
for an unusual Din Torah. What happened 
was that these two men lived in the same 
building and were good neighbors. One 
day, a poor musician came and stood at the 
door of the building and began to play 
some music. The two rich men began to 
argue, each one saying: “He’s playing for 
me!”  

That’s when they decided to go to 
see the Rav. First of all, each of them 
deposited twenty gold coins to cover the 
costs of the proceedings. At that point the 
Rav began to hear their strange arguments, 
and then he smiled and said to them, “It 
was not for any of you that the musician 
played, but for me – so that I could merit 
forty gold coins.” 

A man came to see Rav Yechezkel to 
recount his troubles to him. “What can I do 
for you?” he asked.  

The man replied, “In my house, 
people are constantly coming and going, 
and this bothers me and prevents me from 
studying.”  

Rav Yechezkel said to him, “Let me 

give you some good advice. If those who 
come to you are rich, ask them to lend you 
some money – you won’t see them again. 
And if they are poor, lend them some 
money – you won’t see them again either.” 

http://www.hevratpinto.org/tzadikim_eng/100_rabbi_ye

chezkel_landau.html 


The Noda B’Yehuda’s Unique Test 

          The Noda B’Yehuda was known for 
his tzidkus (righteousness) and 
overwhelming genius in Torah, and also as 
a Rav who feared no one, and was not 
intimidated by anyone under any 
circumstances. 

          A sofer (scribe) in Prague was once 
suspected of having committed a severe 
transgression. The Noda B’Yehuda 
summoned the sofer, and asked him to 
confess, but the sofer refused. The Noda 
B’Yehuda instructed him to bring a 
parchment and quill and to write some 
words on the parchment. After he did so, 
the Noda B’Yehuda instructed him to write 
the pasuk in the Torah which prohibits the 
particular transgression which he was 
suspected of committing. The sofer tried 
with all his effort several times, but it was 
as if his hand was paralyzed, and he was 
unable to write the pasuk. The Noda 
B’Yehuda said, “Rosha! A rosha like you is 
forbidden from writing divrei kedusha ever 
again!” (Toldos Noda B’Yehuda). 

http://revach.net/stories/story-corner/The-Noda-

BYehudas-Unique-Test/2115 

 

Rav Moshe Chaim Efraim of SudilkovRav Moshe Chaim Efraim of SudilkovRav Moshe Chaim Efraim of SudilkovRav Moshe Chaim Efraim of Sudilkov, , , , 11117777
thththth

    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    
Mechaber of Degel Machaneh Efraim 

 Study of the Evolution of a Chassidic 
Tale 

The story as I always knew it, and as 
I have it printed in my translation of Noam 

Elimelech – MiPeninei Noam Elimelech, 
page 75: 

Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov 
once related to Rav Moshe Chaim Efraim of 
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Sudilkov, the mechaber of Degel 
Machaneh Efraim and grandson of the 
Ba’al Shem Tov: 

“My 
holy master 
and teacher, 
Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, 
used to 
meditate on 
the awe and 
fear of Hashem every day. Each day when 
he would do this, his whole body would 
shake and tremble, and fear and 
trepidation would seize him. Everyone 
present could see him trembling violently 
from the sheer awe of Hashem and the 
majesty of Hashem. All his tendons and 
ligaments could be seen, thick and taut as 
ropes; his face would change colors and a 
certain vein below his ear would begin 
bulging. 

“I received a tradition from my 
Rebbe that there is a vein located below the 
ear that only trembles from fear of the day 
of death. With my Rebbe, this vein 
trembled daily from his great fear of 
Hashem.” 

(Source: Eser Tzachtzachos 2; Seder Doros HeChodosh, 

part 4). 

See also Ohel Elimelech #2 same as above and in Ateres 

Menachem #8 it ends by saying that the Degel praised 

him, saying, “This Chassid knows how to look well.” 

 

Alternative versions: 

Once, Rav Mendele of Rimanov was 
visiting the Degel Machaneh Efraim of 
Sudilkov, who asked him who his Rebbe 
was. Rav Mendele answered him that his 
Rebbe was Rebbe Reb Elimelech. And he 
[the Degel] asked him [Rav Mendele] to 
relate a story about him [Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech]. And he told, “It is known that 
every person has a certain vein beneath his 

ear, which does not shake or tremble 
during his entire life except at the moment 
of death, Heaven save us! This very vein 
would tremble on a daily basis with my 
Rebbe, Rebbe Reb Elimelech, due to the 
awe and fear of Hashem.” To which the 
Degel replied, “From such a Chassid I 
derive satisfaction and pleasure, since he 
knows what to tell.” 

(Introduction to Imrei Yosef Spinka, Shemos). 

 

In the seforim Yehi Ohr 130 and 
Gedulas Yehoshua, the version of the story 
is similar, except that Rav Mendele meets 
and tells it to Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh 
(the Degel’s brother), who answers, “A fine 
Rebbe and a fine talmid.”  

The mechaber of Kedushas Noam 
Elimelech, in his footnotes to page 111, 
attempts to resolve this contradiction by 
saying that perhaps Rav Mendele visited 
both brothers and told them the same story 
when queried regarding his Rebbe. While 
this is indeed possible, in all likelihood this 
is an example of a story that, in its being 
retold has much garbled factual 
information. For example, the attribution 
of the tale to Rav Mendel of Rimanov and 
Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk is consistent in 
both traditions, whereas Rav Boruch and 
his holy brother, the Degel, are the ones 
who are interchanged.  

This happens often when two 
Tzaddikim are either brothers or similarly 
disposed. For example, we find several 
stories about Rebbe Reb Elimelech and his 
brother, Rebbe Reb Zusha of Hanipoli, 
where they are exchanged, and between 
Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev and Rav 
Moshe Leib Sassover, who, although not 
related by blood, were known to be almost 
inseparable in their quest to redeem Jewish 
captives and have therefore many tales 
recording their friendship and interactions.  
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The Real Story? 

“The holy Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, mechaber of the Noam Elimelech 
told his talmidim when they asked him 
who they should accept as Rebbe [after his 
passing]: 

He told them to go to Rav Moshe 
Chaim Efraim, the Ba’al Shem Tov’s 
grandson, mechaber of the Degel 
Machaneh Efraim. His talmid, Rav 
Mendele Pristiker (as the Rimanover was 
known before he was in Rimanov), traveled 
to Sudilkov on Friday Erev Shabbos 
Kodesh. He went straight to the Rav’s 
home and asked the attendant to announce 
his arrival to get permission to say Sholom 
Aleichem, and the Sudilkover Rav asked 
him to enter. 

The holy Degel could not stand the 
Rebbes who came from Poland (Galicia), 
since people said that they fasted often and 
that they did not really understand how to 
serve Hashem out of love and awe. He 
always said, “Whoever fasts and afflicts his 
body is diminishing his soul, since man was 
created in the Tzelem Elokim – in the 
image of Hashem, with a duality of both 
body and soul. And the true path, serving 
Hashem with both, was foreign to them 
[the Polish Rebbes].” 

And he considered it [fasting] a 
grave sin, as our Sages said: “One who is 
fasting is called a sinner, since the primary 
service is to complete one’s body’s physical 
limbs and the soul’s spiritual limbs so that 
they should correspond in sanctity, solely 
devoted to serving Hashem. This is known 
from the ways of the Ba’al Shem Tov. 

When Rav Mendele of Pristik 
entered, he was not warmly greeted and he 
was therefore downcast. When the Degel 
saw his despondence, he drew him close 
and said, “My brother, till now, were you a 
talmid of a different Tzaddik, a great Rav 
who served Hashem properly?”  

He answered, “I have been faithfully 
attending to and serving my master and 

teacher, the Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, may his memory be a blessing.” 

When the Sudilkover Rav heard the 
name of the holy Rebbe Reb Elimelech, he 
grew very excited and his soul was aflame. 
The Degel said to Rav Mendele, “What 
amazing thing can you tell me that you saw 
there?”  

The Degel thought to himself, “Now 
I will truly discern who Rav Mendele is, 
since every person’s inner being can be 
recognized by what they praise and hold 
dear. Now he would see and hear what Rav 
Mendele would tell; would it be miracles 
and wonders, some salvation that his 
Rebbe did or similar 
things? Or would it 
be true awe of 
Heaven and dveikus, 
cleaving in rapture to 
Hashem?” 

The Tzaddik 
from Pristik (Rav 
Mendele) said, “On a daily basis I saw that 
when my master meditated on the fear and 
awe of Hashem, all his bones would 
tremble and shake. A great fear and 
trepidation would seize him, and all 
present could clearly see his entire form 
violently trembling from the fear and awe 
of Hashem’s majesty and greatness! 

“All his veins and sinews became 
thick like pipes and his face changed 
[colors?]. Beneath his ear there is one 
sinew, which I received from my master’s 
tradition that this sinew only fears the day 
of death, and this vein too – I saw it shake 
with the fear and awe of Hashem!” 

The Rav of Sudilkov said, “Your 
grasp is so great! And if the spiritual level 
of the Chassidim of Poland is so, I did not 
realize this was true.” Afterward he drew 
Rav Mendele even closer. 

(Kehal Chassidim p. 49). 
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Editor’s comments: 

This story’s end matches those we 
have traditionally from other great 
Rabbonim. However, it fills in a few 
missing pieces that make this story sound 
more complete and believable. First, for the 
first time we have a reason given for why 
Rav Mendele – a known talmid of Rebbe 
Reb Melech – was traveling to the Degel at 
all – his Rebbe had passed away and 
beforehand had told him to go there.  

Second, we are told here for the first 
time why the Degel would have asked Rav 
Mendele about Rebbe Reb Melech and why 
Rav Mendele answered him thus. In other 
words, we are told why the Degel would 
have given a “Polish Rebbe’le” a cold 
reception: it was not due to some petty 
argument; it was due to a great machlokes 
concerning the true derech of the Ba’al 

Shem Tov in serving Hashem.  

As Rav Mendele realized what the 
Degel asked him, he answered with an 
example of Yiras Shomayim, genuine fear 
and awe of Heaven – something the Degel 
valued as authentic avoda, as opposed to 
the miracle-working that he despised of the 
“Polish Rebbes”. 

Without all these details, it remains 
a mystery as to why Rav Mendele visited 
the Degel and why, of all things that he 
witnessed by the great Rebbe Reb Melech, 
he chose this example to relate to the 
Degel, and why the Degel was pleased with 
it.

    

The Holy Tanna Rav Shimon bar YochaiThe Holy Tanna Rav Shimon bar YochaiThe Holy Tanna Rav Shimon bar YochaiThe Holy Tanna Rav Shimon bar Yochai, , , , 11118888
thththth

    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    

“Rashbi”, Mechaber of the Zohar

Rav 
Shimon bar 
Yochai, one 
of the most 
important 
sages in 
Jewish 
history, lived 
over 1800 
years ago. Teachings in his name abound 
throughout the Mishna, Gemora and 
Medroshim, while the Zohar, the primary 
source text of Kabbola, is built around Rav 
Shimon’s revelations to his inner circle of 
talmidim. During the hours before his 
passing, on Lag Ba’Omer, he disclosed the 
“most sublime” secrets of Torah (see quote 
below), in order to ensure that the day 
would always be an occasion for great joy, 
untouched by sadness because of the Omer 
period and mourning for him. The seminal 
importance of the Zohar in Jewish thought 
and the annual pilgrimage to Meron on Lag 

Ba’Omer are testimonies to his success.  

 

Praises of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai 

Talmud: 

Every woman who gives birth to a 
son should daven that he grows up to be 
like Rav Shimon bar Yochai.  

Bar Yochai is accustomed to 
miracles (happening for him).  

Medrash:  

Throughout his lifetime, a rainbow 
(which signifies that the world deserves 
punishment) was never seen.  

Zohar: 

“In a single bond I am bound with 
Hashem, united with Him, aflame…”  

During a severe drought, a 
delegation came and asked him to daven 
for rain. He started to lecture on the pasuk: 
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Hinei ma tov… – “How good and pleasant 
when brothers sit together… ” Immediately, 
rain began to fall.  

“This day (his last – Lag Ba’Omer) I 
have revealed holy secrets never before 
revealed…I see that Hashem and all the 
righteous in Heaven agree to this…and all 
of them are rejoicing in my (time of) joy.”  

“With this book of yours (the 
Zohar), the Jewish people will be redeemed 
from exile with mercy.”  

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=rashbi 

 

Rav Shimon bar Yochai was one of 
the most remarkable men ever to have 
lived. Very few in number are those 
individuals whom his contemporaries, as 
well as later generations, have held in such 
high esteem. In the era in which he lived, 
people would often say, “Happy are the 
days in which a man like Rav Shimon bar 
Yochai can be found.” And today there are 
still tens of thousands of Jews who journey 
to his tomb on the anniversary of his 
passing (18th of Iyar, Lag Ba’Omer) to 
daven there. 

Through his own efforts, this 
Tzaddik raised himself out of a position of 
the greatest hardship. In Yerushalayim, it is 
said that Rav Akiva refused to admit Rav 
Shimon as one of his talmidim, and that he 
only did so after making him take an exam. 
His father, Yochai, had been on the Roman 
side during the terrible time in which 
Emperor Hadrian had ordered the Jews 
persecuted (Pesochim 112a). This is 
probably the reason why Rav Akiva refused 
to take in the young Rav Shimon among his 
talmidim. Yet, all the same, Rav Shimon 
managed to stand out among all the 
talmidim and thus become (along with his 
companions Rav Yose, Rav Meir, Rav 
Yehuda and Rav Nechemia) one of the 
pillars of Torah. 

As opposed to his father, Rav 
Shimon was pursued by the Romans and 

condemned to death. The situation was so 
serious that he, along with his son, Rav 
Elozor, had to hide in a cave for thirteen 
years, where they studied Torah together 
incessantly. After the death of Emperor 
Hadrian, he was sent to Rome by his fellow 
Jews. There he succeeded in curing a 
princess from a serious illness, at which 
time Emperor Antoninus suspended 
Hadrian’s decrees. 

Rav Shimon bar Yochai also 
attained importance in a domain other 
than the study of Talmud. He achieved a 
profound understanding of Kabbola 
(Jewish mysticism), of which he became 
the main guide. When we say that he was 
the mechaber of the holy Zohar, one 
should nevertheless not take this to mean 
that he himself wrote it, but rather that it 
was the Sages after him who did so. His son 
and his talmidim received their 
understanding from him, so well in fact 
that the Zohar carries the imprint of his 
spirit. One day, one of his talmidim went 
abroad to devote himself to business. 
Returning some time later with great 
wealth, his former fellow talmidim saw him 
and were seized with a desire to become 
wealthy, and so they also wanted to give up 
on their studies and go off in search of 
riches. When Rav Shimon learned of this, 
he brought his talmidim to a vast plane. 
There he davened to Hashem that He cover 
the entire area with gold, and it was so. 
“The one whose heart clings to gold,” said 
their teacher, “should take what he wants. 
But know that the one who now takes of 
this gold loses his share in eternal life.” No 
hands reached out to take the gold, and his 
talmidim abandoned the idea of 
exchanging the precious good of the Torah 
for gold) (Medrash Rabba Pekudei) 

www.hevratpinto.org/tzadikim_eng/029_rabbi_shimon_

bar_yochai.html 
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The Miraculous Birth of Rav Shimon 
Bar Yochai 

The great Tanna, Rav Shimon bar 
Yochai, was born about fifty years after the 
churban Bais Hamikdosh. Some sources 
say that he was born on Lag Ba’Omer, 
while others say that he was born on 
Shavuos. A fascinating story about the 
Tanna’s birth is recorded in the sefer 
Nachlas Avos. 

Rav Shimon’s father, Yochai, was a 
leader of his generation, a respected and 
wealthy scion of Shevet Yehuda. During the 
difficult years after the churban, he helped 
support the indigent and cultivated ties 
with government officials in order to help 
his brethren. His wife, Sora, was a 
descendent of Hillel HaNosi and a ba’alas 
chessed in her own right. 

Unfortunately, this exemplary 
couple had no children for many years. As 
the years passed and it appeared that Sora 
would remain barren, Yochai began to 
think of divorcing her and marrying 
another woman. Although they were very 
happily married, he was desperate to merit 
the blessing of a child. 

When Sora discovered his 
intentions, the pious woman did not say 
anything or react in any way. Indeed, what 
could she say? She could not promise him a 
child, placate him or beg him to stay 
married. Instead, she turned to the only 
One Who could help her and began 
to daven desperately to Hashem. Every day 
she cried and pleaded for a yeshua and 
redoubled her efforts to give tzedoka and 
help the less fortunate. 

The Ribbono Shel Olam (Master of 
the Universe) heard the desperate woman’s 
pleas and the decree was reversed. 

It was the night of Rosh 
HaShana. Yochai fell asleep and dreamed a 
vivid dream. It was so real, so lifelike, that 
he thought he was awake. 

In the dream, he stood in the middle 
of a vast and fruitful forest, filled with 

verdant trees. There were thousands upon 
thousands of fruit and leafy trees of every 
size and type. Interspersed with the fruitful 
trees were several sickly, barren trees that 
were bare of leaves. 

With a start, Yochai realized that the 
tree he was leaning on was fruitless and 
barren. He knew, instinctively, that this 
mirrored his childless state. Suddenly, he 
looked up and saw a saintly, white-bearded 
figure gliding among the trees. On his 
shoulder, he carried a flask of pure, 
sparkling water. Yochai noticed that the old 
man stopped to water some of the trees, 
which instantly began to sprout leaves, 
while ignoring other trees. Yochai had no 
idea why some of the trees were watered; to 
his eye, there seemed to be no rhyme or 
reason to the man’s actions. 

When the elderly man reached the 
tree upon which Yochai was leaning, he 
withdrew another, special flask from his 
pocket and poured its contents upon the 
tree. Although it was a small amount of 
water, it quickly spread, irrigating the 
entire tree and the soil around it. Within a 
few moments, the tree began to sprout 
leaves and flowers and nearly doubled in 
size. Yochai’s heart was filled with joy as he 
awoke. As soon as he opened his eyes, the 
following pasuk from Tehillim came to 
mind: Moshivi akeres habayis, eim 
habonim semeicha – “Who causes the 
barren woman to dwell in her house, a 
joyful mother of children”. 

As soon as his wife awoke, he shared 
the dream with her, along with his 
interpretation of its meaning. “I feel,” said 
Yochai, “that the forest is a parable for this 
world, and the trees represent women, 
some of whom have children, while others 
do not. On Rosh HaShana, it is decreed 
in Shomayim who will merit the blessing of 
children and who won’t. Only those whose 
trees were watered will be blessed with the 
gift of motherhood and will give birth to 
righteous children.” 

Yochai had only one question. “Why 
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was our tree watered with water from a 
special flask, unlike the others?” 

“Let us go to the holy sage Rav Akiva 
and ask this question,” his righteous wife 
replied. 

As soon as Rosh HaShana
Yochai and his wife went to Rav Akiva to 
repeat the dream and to ask about its 
meaning. The holy Tanna
Yochai’s interpretation and explained why 
their tree had been watered from a special 
flask. 

“You should know, my son, that your 
wife, Sora, was destined to remain without 
children,” said Rav Akiva. “It was only her 
constant tears and pleas to her Father in 
Heaven that changed her mazal
that you saw in the hand of the old man 
held the tears Sora shed, begging 
the Ribbono Shel Olam to bless her with a 
child. It was from those tears that your tree 
was watered.” 

Rav Akiva said to the holy couple, 
“This year, you will merit a child who will 
illuminate Klal Yisrael with his wisdom 
and maasim tovim.” 

The following Shavuos
say Lag Ba’Omer), Sora gave birth to a son 
who brought light and joy to their home. A 
special kedusha surrounded the pure 
infant, who was named Shimon, from the 
word shema, to hear, because Hashem
heard their tefillos. 

From the day their precious Shimon 
was born, his parents cared for his every 
need, raising him in purity and sanctity. 
They guarded him from impure sights and 
trained him to refrain from idle talk. When 
he was a small child of five, he was sent to 
learn in the cheder of Rabbon Gamliel in 
Yerushalayim. Within a short time, he had 
captured the attention of great
Chachomim, as he asked piercing questions 
from the Chachmei HaMishna
Yehoshua ben Chananya and Rabbon 
Gamliel. 
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Every year, when Lag Ba’Omer 
of Iyar) comes around, we remember the 
great and holy Tanna 
Yochai, who was niftar 
eighteen centuries ago. To this day, pious 
Jews make an annual pilgrimage to Kefar 
Meron, in Eretz Yisrael, to 
tomb of this great and holy scholar.

When Rav Shimon was a young boy, 
he studied in the great academy of the 
scholars of Yavneh, founded by Rav
Yochonon ben Zakkai, who was 
about the time that Rav Shimon was born. 
Rav Shimon’s main teacher was the famous 
Rav Akiva, who had his academy in Bnei 
Brak. So attached did Rav Shimon become 
to his master, Rav Akiva, that the latter 
called him “my son”. 

During the cruel persecution by the 
Roman Emperor Hadrian, when the 

Talmudic Academies were shut down and 
the study of the Talmud 
penalty of death, Rav Akiva continued to 
teach the Talmud publicly, and his devoted 
talmid Rav Shimon stayed at his side, until 
Rav Akiva was arrested. Even then, Rav 
Shimon continued to visit his master in 
prison to receive instruction there. Only 
death finally separated them, for Rav Akiva 
was condemned to die al
(for the sanctification of Hashem

Those were very difficult times for 
the Jewish people in Eretz
the brutal persecution of the Roman 
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Eretz Yisrael under 

the brutal persecution of the Roman 
Emperor Hadrian. It was particularly 
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difficult for the Sages to study the Talmud 
and to conduct schools. On penalty of 
death, it was also forbidden to ordain 
talmidim of the Talmud. Both the 
ordaining sage and the ordained scholar 
were put to death if caught. The entire 
Jewish religious life was in danger, until 
the great Rav Yehuda ben Baba publicly 
ordained five famous scholars, defying 
Hadrian’s cruel decree. Rav Shimon was 
one of these five scholars. (Rav Meir was 
another one.) The Roman authorities were 
soon after these dauntless Jewish 
champions. The ordained scholars escaped, 
but Rav Yehuda ben Baba was caught and 
put to death. (Rav Yehuda was teaching his 
five famous talmidim in a valley when a 
Roman legion discovered them. Rav 
Yehuda told them to run and escape while 
he would deal with the Romans. However, 
the Romans shot so many arrows into Rav 
Yehuda that the Sages said his body 
became like a sieve, flowing with blood. 
However, his five talmidim survived and 
flourished – and each in his own way 
unquestionably saved Torah-led Judaism.) 

Finally, the cruel Hadrian died in 
great pain, and his decrees were no longer 
enforced with the same brutality as before. 
Then the leading sages of that time 
gathered to consider ways and means of 
restoring Jewish religious life. Among the 
sages gathered at Usha, we find Rav 
Shimon again. For reasons of safety, the 
Sages moved to Yavneh, where they sat in 
conference in a vineyard. The leading sages 
were Rav Yehuda, Rav Yosei HaG’lili, and 
Rav Shimon bar Yochai. Discussing what 
attitude to take toward the Roman 
government, Rav Yehuda suggested a 
friendly one, Rav Yosei expressed no 
opinion, while Rav Shimon spoke very 
bitterly of the Roman tyrants, and 
advocated every possible defiance. For Rav 
Shimon could never forget the terrible sight 
of his beloved master and teacher, Rav 
Akiva, being tortured to death by the 
Roman executioners. The Sages were not 

aware that their conversation was 
overheard by a certain young man, Yehuda 
ben Geirim, who reported the conversation 
of the Sages to the Roman authorities. At 
once, they decreed honor and rank for Rav 
Yehuda for speaking favorably of them, 
exile for Rav Yosei for failing to do so, and 
death for Rav Shimon, who dared to 
challenge them. 

Rav Shimon fled for his life together 
with his son, Rav Elozor. For some time 
they stayed in hiding in the Bais Medrash 
(academy), where Rav Shimon’s wife 
brought them bread and water daily. When 
the search was intensified, they decided to 
seek a better hiding place. Without telling 
anyone of their whereabouts, they hid in a 
cave. Hashem caused a carob tree to spring 
up at the entrance to the cave, as well as a 
spring of fresh water. For twelve years, Rav 
Shimon bar Yochai and his son, Rav 
Elozor, dwelt in the cave, sustaining 
themselves on carobs and water. During 
this time, they studied and davened until 
they became the holiest sages of their day. 

At the end of twelve years, Eliyohu 
HaNovi brought them the good tidings of a 
change in the government and a reprieve. 
Father and son now left the cave. Passing a 
field where they saw Jewish farmers toiling 
on the land, they said, “Imagine people 
giving up the sacred study of the Torah for 
worldly matters!” 

No sooner did they utter these 
words, than all the produce of the field 
went up in smoke. Then they heard a 
heavenly voice saying, “Have you come out 
to destroy My world? Go back to your 
cave!” They returned to the cave for 
another twelve months, and left it again, 
only after they heard the same heavenly 
voice calling them to leave. 

This time, they came out with a 
different outlook on life. Seeing a Jew 
carrying two bunches of myrtle, rushing 
home on Friday afternoon, they asked him 
what he was going to do with the myrtle. 
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“It is to adorn my house in honor of 
the Shabbos,” the man replied.  

“Would not one bunch of myrtle be 
sufficient to fill your house with 
fragrance?” they asked. 

The stranger replied, “I am taking 
two bunches, one for ‘Remember the 
Shabbos day’ and the other for ‘Keep the 
Shabbos day holy.’” 

Said Rav Shimon to his son, “See 
how precious the mitzvos are to our 
brethren!” 

Satisfied that despite all the decrees 
and persecutions of the cruel Roman 
rulers, the Jews still clung to the mitzvos 
and especially Shabbos observance, Rav 
Shimon and his son felt greatly 
encouraged. 

Proceeding on their way, they met 
Rav Pinchas ben Yair, another famous 
scholar about whom there are so many 
wondrous tales in the Talmud. Rav Pinchas 
ben Yair was Rav Shimon’s father-in-law, 
and he came out to meet his son-in-law. 
Seeing the terrible effects of the prolonged 
cave life upon the health of Rav Shimon, 
Rav Pinchas ben Yair burst into tears, but 
Rav Shimon consoled him, saying that he 
could never have attained such a high 
degree of scholarship and divine wisdom, 
had he not spent so many years in the cave. 

Rav Shimon settled in the town of 
Tekoa, where he founded a great academy. 
The greatest scholars of the time gathered 
there to receive instruction from Rav 
Shimon. Among them was Rav Yehuda, the 
son of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, the Nosi, 
later the compiler of the Mishna. 

Once again religious persecution 
increased. The Romans prohibited Shabbos 
observance and other important Jewish 
laws. 

The Sages decided to send a 
delegation to Rome, and chose Rav Shimon 
bar Yochai to head the delegation. 

When they came to Rome, they 
heard that the daughter of the Roman 

emperor had lost her mind and that no one 
could cure her. Rav Shimon bar Yochai 
proceeded to the palace and asked for 
permission to treat the patient. After a few 
days’ treatment the princess became well. 
In gratitude, the emperor told Rav Shimon 
that he could choose the most precious 
thing in his treasury. Rav Shimon found 
there the original decrees of persecution, 
and claimed them as his reward. Thus he 
succeeded in bringing great salvation to his 
people. 

Rav Shimon bar Yochai was one of 
the greatest teachers of Jewish Law and 
ethics. His many sayings and laws in the 
Talmud reflect his holiness of character 
and devotion to the Torah. Once he said, 
“If I had been present at the giving of the 
Torah on Har Sinai, I would have 
demanded two mouths: one for continuous 
study of the words of the Torah, and the 
other for eating.” But then he admitted that 
this would not be very wise, since even now 
when man has but one mouth, he says so 
many wrong things. How much more so if 
he had two! 

Even though he lived the life of a 
recluse for many years, Rav Shimon knew 
the importance of good human 
relationships. Said he, “Man should rather 
jump into a fiery furnace than offend 
another in public.” “To deceive anyone by 
words is worse than cheating him out of 
money.” “He who lets arrogance get the 
better of him is like the heathen 
worshipping idols.” In Pirkei Avos (Ethics 
of Our Fathers), we find his saying: “There 
are three crowns: the crown of the Torah, 
and crown of priesthood, and the crown of 
royalty; but the crown of a good name 
excels above them all.” 

Apart from the Zohar, Rav Shimon 
is also the mechaber of Sifri and Mechilta 
of Rav Shimon bar Yochai. 

Rav Shimon bar Yochai was niftar 
in Meron, a village near Tzefas, in Eretz 
Yisrael. As we mentioned before, many 
Jews make an annual pilgrimage to his 
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grave on the 18th of Iyar (Lag Ba’Omer), 
the day he was niftar, where they light 
candles and daven at his grave. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112515/jewish/R

abbi-Shimon-Bar-Yochai.htm 

 

 Once, Rav Shimon met a Maloch 
(angel), who was on a mission to destroy 
the world. Rav Shimon told the Maloch to 
return to Hashem and tell the Master that 
bar Yochai and his son’s merits are enough 
to reverse the decree. When the Maloch 
returned to Hashem, he was told to return 
to Rav Shimon and tell him that bar Yochai 
was not enough. When the Maloch met Rav 

Shimon again and told him what the 
Ribbono Shel Olam told him, Rav Shimon 
– although his humility kept him from 
saying his name directly – nonetheless did 
tell the Maloch to “return and say that Rav 
Shimon bar Yochai does not agree.”  

 When the Maloch returned to 
Hashem and repeated Rav Shimon’s words, 
Hashem agreed that Rav Shimon’s merits 
were enough to save the world.  

(As heard from Rav Steiner, Shlit”a).  

הוא , היא מאירת עינינו, תורתו מג� לנו
 ימלי� טוב עלינו אדוננו בר יוחאי

Special tefilla to be said on Lag 
Ba’Omer is available via e-mail. 
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The Rema  

The Critic and the Tosafist 

The Rema was a wealthy individual 
and it was his custom to pay a certain Jew 
to be his personal critic (mochiach). It was 
the critic’s job to observe the Rema’s 
behavior and to criticize him, giving him 
mussar and tochocha (reproof) about any 
misdeed or action that was found lacking. 
Once, before Shacharis, the Rema was 
studying a difficult Tosafos and he busied 
himself to answer and reconcile the opinion 
of Rabbeinu Tam. After he finally 
succeeded, he noticed that he had been so 
preoccupied with his study that he did not 
notice the passage of time until he was late 
for Shacharis!  

Feeling that this was truly improper 
for the chief Rav of Cracow to come late to 
shul and knowing that his personal critic 
would give it to him, he felt nonetheless 
that he had no choice but to go and try to 
excuse himself. As he entered the shul, he 
expected the critic to approach but the 
latter stayed in his place.  

After davening, the Rema himself 

approached the critic and asked him why 
he had not criticized his lateness.  

“Rebbe, I quit, I shall no longer 
serve as your critic,” said the mochiach.  

“But, why?” asked the Rema in 
astonishment.  

“Before you came to shul, Rebbe, 
you were preceded by a personage of holy 
stature who approached me and asked me 
not to criticize you. He identified himself to 
me as none other than the Tosafist 
Rabbeinu Tam himself, and asked me to 
pardon you on the grounds that you were 
so engaged in answering the difficulties in 
his Talmudic comments that I should let 
you off the hook. Rebbe, that’s it, I am 
through! Anyone whom Rabbeinu Tam 
vouches for and asks me not to criticize – I 
will never criticize again!” (Sifsei 
Tzaddikim). 

 

The Tale of the Two Graves in the 
Jewish Quarter of Cracow 
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In the center of the Jewish quarter 
of Cracow there are two small low walls of 
stone and these are their story: During the 
reign of King Sigmund II there was a tax 
collector named Shlomo Zeligman who was 
a Kohen. This Kohen decided to ignore the 
Torah law that forbids a Kohen to marry a 
divorcee and 
he announced 
his intentions 
to the Rema, 
the chief Rav 
of Cracow. 
The Rema not 
only forbade 
the unholy 
marriage, he 
declared a 
vow of excommunication, a cherem (ban) 
on anyone who would serve as a witness to 
such a sinful union. Incensed, Shlomo used 
his connections and approached His 
Majesty the king himself and denounced 
the Rema for not marrying him and his 
wife-to-be. The king sent soldiers and 
ordered the Rema to appear before him.  

The Rema did not deny the charges 
and explained to the king that it was 
against the Torah. Nonetheless, the king 
commanded the Rema to marry the couple 
at once. He was escorted by the soldiers to 
the square in the center of the Jewish 
quarter, where stood the couple beneath 
the wedding canopy waiting for the Rav to 
officiate.  

The Rema was shocked that a large 
crowd had gathered around to witness the 
event and he approached the two, 
thundering toward the crowd, “Stand back 
and distance yourselves from these two 
wicked sinners at once!”  

The crowd was taken aback and 
quickly stepped back at the holy chief Rav’s 
warning. No sooner had the Rema turned 
away from them and occupied himself with 
his holy thoughts than a great cry and 
uproar issued from the onlookers – the 
ground had opened up beneath the couple 

and they had been swallowed up by the 
earth itself!  

The crowd quickly dispersed. 
Meanwhile, news of the miracle spread 
quickly, and the king, fearing divine wrath, 
sent his soldiers back to the Rema with an 
apology and the soldiers brought the chief 
Rav back to the king. There, the Rema 
declared that the king was not rebellious 
against the Torah, for he did not know or 
understand the laws, and so he was 
blameless. The king was so relieved that he 
asked the Rema what token he wished for, 
and the Rema asked that two stone walls be 
built to mark the graves of the two dead 
sinners so no Kohen would accidentally 
tread over their graves and become tomei. 
(Tiferes Avos) 


 Once, the Maskilim held a Friday 
night party next to the Rema’s shul coupled 
with loud music and revelry. When the 
Rema heard about the desecration of the 
Shabbos, he left the shul after davening 
and gazed at their building. Within 
minutes, the building collapsed upon itself. 
Till this day, the remnants of the building 
are visible. [Editor: I witnessed it myself 
when I went to visit the Rema’s shul a few 
years ago.] 

 

Biography 

Rav Moshe Isserles (meaning ‘son of 
Yisrael’), known by the abbreviation Rema, 
was born in Cracow, Poland, in the year 
5280 (1520), and was niftar at the age of 
fifty-two, on Lag Ba’Omer. 

His father, Rav Yisrael, was a 
Talmid Chochom, as well as a wealthy man, 
and one of the elders of the community. 
When his son, the Rema, was thirty-three 
years old, he built the famous Rema shul in 
Cracow, which was still in existence when 
the Nazis occupied that ancient city. 

His chief teacher was the celebrated 
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Rav Sholom Schachne of Lublin, who later 
also became his father-in-law. 

At the age of thirty, the Rema 
returned from Lublin to his native city of 
Cracow, and founded there a great Yeshiva. 
Being quite wealthy, the Rema supported 
the talmidim of his Yeshiva at his own 
expense. 

The Rema was regarded as one of 
the greatest scholars of his time, and his 
decision upon a point of Jewish Law was 
unanimously 
adhered to in all 
Polish and 
German 
communities. 

Rav Moshe 
Isserles is the 
mechaber of 
many important 
works on Jewish 
Law and 
philosophy, and 
he became 
famous as a codifier, whose decision was 
the last word in Jewish Law. His chief 
works in the field of Halocha (code) were a 
commentary on the Turim of Rav Yaakov 
ben Osher titled Darchei Moshe, and his 
Mappa (“Tablecloth”) for the Shulchon 
Aruch (“Prepared Table”), written by his 
contemporary, Rav Yosef Karo. This work 

was published in his lifetime. 

Another important work is his 
Sha’alos U’teshuvos (responsa), containing 
132 questions addressed to him by various 
Rabbonim on points of law, together with 
his answers. This work was published after 
his petira. As most of these questions were 
of a practical nature concerning everyday 
life, many Rabbonim found in this work an 
important and most reliable guide. 

Altogether ten of his works were 
printed, and several others were not 
printed. His works give proof of the Rema’s 
many-sided learning and greatness, in 
Talmud as well as in philosophy, 
astronomy and history. 

The Rema was niftar on the 18th of 
Iyar (Lag Ba’Omer) in the year 5332 
(1572) in Cracow. The famous Rav Shlomo 
Luria (RaSHaL) who was one of the 
Rema’s noted talmidim said of him, “From 
Moshe (Rabbeinu) to Moshe (Rambam) 
there was none like Moshe (Isserles),” and 
this was also inscribed upon his tombstone. 

On Lag Ba’Omer, his Yahrzeit, 
many Jews from Cracow and the 
surrounding towns and villages would visit 
his grave in pious reverence. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/111847/

jewish/Rabbi-Moshe-Isserles-The-Remo.htm 
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thththth

    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar        

Rav Mendele Rimanover was one of 
the four main talmidim of the Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech of Lizhensk. 

Rav Mendele of Rimanov used to say 
that only on the eve of Shabbos, after 
immersing in the waters of the mikve, 
could he understand a shtikel, a piece, of 
the Noam Elimelech (Ohel Elimelech 92). 

Before Rav Mendele Rimanover was 
revealed as a Tzaddik and Rebbe 
possessing Ruach HaKodesh, divine 

intuition, he appeared at Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech’s table as just another Chassid, a 
regular devoted follower. 

           One Shabbos, the Rimanover was 
sitting with all the other Chassidim when 
the shamash brought in the Rebbe’s soup 
and placed it in front of the Rebbe. The 
Rebbe took the bowl of soup in his hands, 
overturned it, and spilled its contents onto 
the table. Suddenly gripped with fear, the 
Rimanover shouted, “Oy! Rebbe! Surely 
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they will put us all in jail. You must stop 
immediately!” 

           The other guests almost burst out 
laughing at hearing such strange remarks 
coming from Rav Mendele, but they 
restrained themselves in the presence of 
their holy Rebbe. Rebbe Reb Elimelech said 
to Rav Mendele, “Relax, my son, we are all 
safe. We are all here right now.” The others 
were astonished at the Rebbe’s remarks 
until Rebbe Reb Elimelech explained what 
had transpired that had led him and Rav 
Mendele to say what they did. 

           A high-ranking government official 
had decided to pass a harsh decree against 
the Jews. He had tried many times before, 
unsuccessfully, to write out charges and 
have the king stamp and seal them with his 
ring. Today, he wrote out the charges once 
again, determined that this time nothing 

would 
stop 
him 

from 
carryi

ng 
out 
his 

wicke
d 

plan. 
He 

was 
about 
to use 
sand 

to 
blot the ink and dry it when I overturned 
my soup bowl. The official became 
momentarily confused, picked up the 
inkwell instead, and proceeded to spill ink 
all over the accusatory letter he had just 
written! This young man,” the Rebbe 
concluded, indicating Rav Mendele, “was 
able to witness what I did, but only by 
divesting himself fully from the physical 
world. He forgot that we were in fact here 
in this room. He imagined that I had 

actually used my hand and physically 
overturned the inkwell. He became 
frightened, and in his terror he called out, 
for fear that we would be arrested for my 
actions.” Now everyone understood how 
lofty a level of Ruach HaKodesh this young 
man could perceive. (Ohel Elimelech 185) 

            Once, Rav Mendel of Rimanov told 
his teacher, Rebbe Reb Elimelech, that he 
actually saw the Maloch who removes the 
light before the darkness and the darkness 
before the light (as described in the first 
berocha of the Ma’ariv service). The Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech responded, “But I have 
already seen this Maloch in my youth!”  

(Ohel Elimelech 156). 

 

            Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov 
once related to Rav Moshe Chaim Efraim of 
Sudilkov, the mechaber of Degel 
Machaneh Efraim and grandson of the 
Ba’al Shem Tov: 

Before Rebbe Reb Elimelech passed 
away on the 21st of Adar in the year 5547 
(1787), he laid his hands on his talmidim 
and gave them of his own splendor. To the 
holy Rav Yaakov Yitzchok, the Chozeh of 
Lublin, he gave the light and power of his 
eyes. To the holy Rav Yisrael, the Maggid 
of Kozhnitz, he gave the power of his heart. 
To the holy Rav Mendel of Pristik (later 
known as the Rimanover), he gave the 
spirit of his mind, and to the holy Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Apt, he gave 
his power of speech. And after his petira, 
the land shone with their glory. (Ohel 
Elimelech 186) 

There is a story told of the Rebbe’s 
brother, Rebbe Reb Zusha of Hanipoli. 
After Rebbe Reb Elimelech passed away, 
his talmidim approached Rebbe Reb Zusha 
and asked him to be their new leader. 

Rebbe Reb Zusha declined. This is 
what he told them:  

“The Torah is eternal and alludes to 
everything that has happened and will 
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happen for all generations. The pasuk: 
‘And a river went forth from Eden to water 
the garden, and from there it split into four 
paths’ (Bereishis 2:10) alludes to the paths 
of Chassidus and great Tzaddikim of our 
times. Eden alludes to our holy master, the 
Ba’al Shem Tov. The river is his talmid, the 
holy Mezritcher Maggid, and the garden 
refers to my brother, Rebbe Reb Elimelech. 
The Torah flows as water from the Ba’al 

Shem Tov by way of the Mezritcher Maggid 
to Rebbe Reb Elimelech. From there it 
separates into four paths, and they are the 
holy Rav the Chozeh of Lublin, the holy 
Rav, the Kozhnitzer Maggid, the holy Rav 
Mendele Rimanover, and the holy Ohev 
Yisrael, the Apta Rav. You need no Rebbe 
other than them.” 

Tefilla attached



Rav Meir Rav Meir Rav Meir Rav Meir bbbben Ben Ben Ben Boooorurururuch,ch,ch,ch,    19th of Iyar19th of Iyar19th of Iyar19th of Iyar    

The Maharam MiRottenberg 

The Great Light From Behind the 
Prison Walls 

            The Maggid Meishorim, a sefer 
recording the Torah that a Maloch learned 
with Rav Yosef Karo, the mechaber of the 
Shulchon Aruch, says that the Maloch told 
Rav Yosef Karo that the Halocha is always 
like the opinion of Rav Meir ben Boruch, 
the Maharam MiRottenberg. 

            The Torah and Mesora of the Ba’alei 
Tosafos flowed through him to his 
numerous talmidim. He was born in 
Worms, Germany, around 4975/1215. He 
was a talmid of Rav Yitzchok of Vienna and 
traveled to Paris to learn under the great 
Ba’al Tosafos, Rav Yechiel of Paris. While 
he learned there together with Rabbeinu 
Peretz and the son-in-law of Rav Yechiel 
Yitzchok of Korbeil (S’mak), Rav Yechiel 
was forced to debate a kofer (heretic), who 
denounced the Talmud to the Pope. This 
led to the devastating burning of twenty-
four wagonloads of the Talmud in the 
streets of Paris. The Maharam, witnessing 
this tragedy, wrote his famous kinna that 
we say on Tisha B’Av: Sha’ali Serufa 
Bo’eish to commemorate this event. 

He eventually returned to Germany 
where he became known as an outstanding 
posek and the Godol HaDor. His Yeshiva 
attracted the great men of his generation, 
including the Rosh, Rav Mordechai, 

HaGohos 
Maimonis, 
the 
Sha’arei 
Dura and 
others. 

            As 
conditions 
for the 
Jews in 
Germany 
deteriorate
d, the 
Maharam 
decided to 
flee 
Germany 
for safer 
pastures. 
Along the 
way, when 
passing 
through 
the city of Lombardy, he was spotted by a 
kofer, who reported him to an important 
bishop who was passing through the city. 
On the 4th of Tammuz 1286, the Maharam 
was arrested and handed over to Emperor 
Rudolf, who imprisoned him and 
demanded an exorbitant ransom. 

The ransom was raised by the 
Maharam’s talmid, the Rosh, but the 
Maharam refused to allow him to pay the 

Tombs of Rav Meir of 
Rottenberg (left) and 

Alexander ben Salomon 
Wimpfen (right) in the 

Jewish cemetery Heiliger 
Sand in Worms, Germany 
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ransom, in accordance with the Halocha 
forbidding ransom at too high value to 
discourage further kidnappings. The 
Maharam spent the next seven years in 
jail, from where he was able to answer 
shailos from all over the world, as well as 
receive frequent visits from his talmid, Rav 
Shimshon ben Tzodok. Many of his shailos 
and t’shuvos were written in prison. 

Even after his petira on the 19th of 
Iyar 5053/1293, his body was not released 
until fourteen years later on the 4th of Adar 
5607/1307, when he was ransomed for 
burial by Reb Alexander ben Shlomo 
Wimpen, who spent almost his entire 
wealth to release the body. For this, he 
received the privilege of being buried near 

the Maharam in the cemetery in Worms. 

The Maharam’s Mesiras Nefesh for 
the Klal and for Halocha left a lasting 
impression and provided inspiration for 
the German Jews who were constantly 
persecuted, exiled and murdered in 
Germany over the next few centuries. 
However, the greatest light he emitted was 
the light of his Torah that could not be kept 
behind bars, neither during his lifetime nor 
after his petira. Yehi zichro boruch! 

www.revach.net/stories/gedolim-biographies/Maharam-

MiRottenberg-The-Great-Light-From-Behind-The-Prison-

Walls/3749
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This Week’s Segula for Parnossa 
Chai Rotel Mashke  

The Ta’amei HaMinhogim says that 
numerous people who have had difficulty 
having children, finding a shidduch, 
recovering from an illness or attaining a 
livelihood were successful only after they 
donated Chai Rotel for the Lag Ba’Omer 
celebrations in Meron.  

Rotel is an ancient measurement: 
eighteen rotel is roughly fifty-four liters.  

Rav Yehuda Leib Horenstein writes 
that he met two people on Lag Ba’Omer in 
Meron who donated Chai Rotel and had 
children after more than ten years of 
marriage. The Bobover Rav, the Kedushas 
Tzion, sent a letter from Poland to his 
Chassidim in Eretz Yisrael asking them to 
donate Chai Rotel in Meron on this holy 
day on behalf of a couple who did not have 
children.  

Rav Hillel Lichtenstein of Kolomaya 
wrote a sefer titled Shirei Maskil, which, in 
his words on the title page, “brings about 
parnossa vechalkola (sustenance and 

livelihood).” 

In the introduction, he explains 
why:  

“I saw the poverty of my people and I 
realized that it was the klippa of 
Amolek, the angel of death, the evil 
inclination, who are one and the same 
being that causes us to sin through 
laziness in fulfilling the Torah, which is 
food for the soul, and he detracts from 
our parnossa, as it says in Kiddushin: 
“My sinful actions have caused me to 
lose my parnossa”. Therefore I wrote 
this sefer; through learning these 
teachings, whoever wishes to have 
abundant sustenance in his household 
should study them and defeat the evil 
one.” 

כי עבור זה שראה ראיתי את עני ממי בער� השפמ 
והפרנסה שבמוהיר מאד נתמעטה משה שמתי אל לבי 
מה הוא סיכת דבר זה ונודע לי שקליפת עמלק היא 

עיי� קהלת יעקב ער� ממ ) ת למעט הפרנסההיא הגורמ
וטע� הדבר משו� שהוא עמלק והוא השט� והוא (

היצהר שאומנתו היא להסית ולהדיח לבני אד� 
שיתעצלו בקיומה של תורה שהיא היא מזו� הנשמה 
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סו� קדושי� ) ועיכ נסתבב להתמעט מזו� הגו� כרתנ�
הרימותי את מעשי וקפחת את פרנסתי לכ� עבור (

י ועמי טרחתי ולקטתי מעט אמרי� וסדרתי אהבת אח
אות� בכללי� שוני� שיסודת� מל שרשי מורה כאלה 

ומעתה כל הרוצה לזכות  שגורמי� שפע ופרנסה
�, בנחת ולא בצער, לפרנס את ביתו בריוח ולא בצמצו

�ועיכ יהי זריז לקיי� הכא  יר עיניו בראשו לעיי� בה

א להרג� השכ� להרגו למחות ש� עמלק וכוחו של
) ובזה אפשר לפרש כוונת,לשמוע לו בהסתתו באלה 
מל דר� רמז בזעת אפ� (פסוק יט בראשית סימ� ג 

של בזעת אפ� הוא יתמחה • תאכל לח� הכוונה רת 
את זכר עמלק והיינו לקיי� ולעשות מה שמבואר 

ולשבר כוחו של המסית עיכ תזכה !בכללי� האלה 
.תאבל לח� לשפע ופרנסה כריות ובנחת

 

 

This Week’s Segula in Honor of Rav 
Meir Ba’al HaNes, Yahrzeit – 14th of 
Iyar 

There is a well-known segula to help 
find lost objects (I have tried it and found it 
to work many times): You say the following 
Medrash (Medrash Rabba, Bereishis, 
Parsha Nun Gimmel) and then give 
tzedoka to elevate the soul of Rav Meir 
Ba’al HaNes and recite twice “Elaka de 
Rav Meir Aneni.” 

Vayifkach es eineha – Amar Rav 

Binyomin Hakol be’chezkas sumin ad 
sheHaKodosh Boruch Hu meir es eineihem 
– min hacha Vayifkach es eineha va’teilech 
va’timolei es hachemes. 

Translation: And Hashem opened 
her [Hagar’s] eyes – Rav Binyomin said, 
“We are all as blind people until Hashem 
enlightens our eyes so that we can see. 
From this pasuk we prove it: ‘And Hashem 
opened her eyes and she went and filled the 
water flask.’” 

 

This Week’s Segula in Honor of Rav 
Menachem Mendel of Rimanov, 
Yahrzeit – 19th of Iyar 

There is a well-known segula to light 
a candle for the elevation of Rav Mendele’s 
soul known as le’ilui nishmas, on the day of 
his Yahrzeit. In the London edition of 
Menachem Tzion, the publisher notes: I 
received a well-known tradition from Rav 
Yisrael Mordechai Teitelbaum – who in 
turn received this tradition from many 
Tzaddikim – that Rav Mendel Rimanover 
himself said that when he was still alive he 
had the power to shake all the supernal 
worlds up and that after his passing he 
would consider it a tremendous favor and 
in turn do a favor for one who lights a 
candle for the merit and in honor of his 
neshoma. 

So light a candle and say, “Le’ilui 
nishmas HaRav HaTzaddik Menachem 
Mendel ben Rav Yosef zy”a.” Then daven to 
Hashem in his merit. 

Rav Doniel Frish, mechaber of the 
Mosok MiDevash on the Zohar would say 
that he knows many people who merited 
salvations by doing this segula. 

The holy Rav Mendel of Rimanov said that 
if a person makes a neder (vow) to donate 
candles and lights them on behalf of a 
departed soul, then that soul can journey 
even down into the deepest pits and the 
lowest depths of the sheol tachtis to do a 
favor for the donor and they can even 
rescue him from the lowest place in sheol 
tachtis as well, heaven forbid. (Ateres 
Menachem 235) 
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ציפורה פראנסיס

ציפורה בת גילה

  

  דבורה בת

ה"
Refuah Sheleimah

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה
  רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי
שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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ציפורה פראנסיסגילה בת      לרפואה שלימה

     לרפואה שלימה  ציפורה בת גילה

 לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר

"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Refuah Sheleimah  

  מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה

 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה

מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    

ציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends.

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends. 


