
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)מא:יב( ושם אתנו נער עברי עבד לשר הטבחים ונספר לו ויפתר לנו את חלמתינו  
And there, with us, was a youth, a Hebrew a slave of the chamberlain of the 
butchers, we related it to him and he interpreted our dreams for us (41:12) 
The Midrash brings down (Bereishis Rabbah 89), “Cursed are the wicked, for even 

when they speak good, it is not wholehearted”. After two years, the chamberlain of the 
cupbearers finally remembers to mention Yosef to the king, however, he first refers to 
him with three derogatory terms: a youth, a Hebrew, and a slave. A youth, implying that 
he is young and lacks experience, and does not understand everything. A Hebrew, in 
order to inform him that they were talking about a hated Jew. And a slave, indicating 
that they were talking about a low-class citizen. Only after pointing out these negative 
aspects does he remember to praise Yosef in that he knows how to interpret dreams.  

(Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

Yosef asked the Chief Butler to mention his plight to Pharaoh, but he forgot and Yosef's 

prison stay was extended for two years (40:23, 41:9ff). Rav Shlomo Kluger (Imrei Shefer, 

Maamar LeChanukah) explains that we learn from Yosef that a person has to have faith in 

Hashem and recognize that everything is from Him, but he also has to put in his own effort. 

Finding a happy medium is difficult. Rav Kluger explains that the way to find this balance is 

to figure out if one’s efforts are necessary today, or is one just putting in effort for something 

anticipated in the future. Things that are necessary for today, we have to put in the effort for, 

but we have to have faith with regards to things that pertain to tomorrow. Yosef asked the 

butler to remember him immediately after interpreting the dreams. By not waiting the two 

days until his imminent release, he was punished with two years added to his prison stay. 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:20 

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:04   Gra: 9:40 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:26 

Chatzos: 12:00       Sh'kiah: 4:39 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:25 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:52  

                                                 (some say 6:08) 
 
 

                      
             Next Week: Vayigash 
              Candle Lighting: 4:27 

          Chanukah Treasures 
During the eight days of Chanukah we add the special 

Tefilah of Al HaNissim to Shemoneh Esrei and Bentching. 

The Rama says (Orach Chaim 682:1) that if someone forgot 

to say Al HaNissim at the right place in Bentching, he can 

rectify the mistake by saying a special addition later on, and 

say: “May the Merciful One perform miracles for us and 

wonders just like You did for our ancestors in those days, at 

this time”. In general, we are not allowed to Daven for 

miracles. How can it be that we do precisely that in this case? 

Rav Chaim Kamil explains that while it is true that we may 

not normally ask for miracles, there is one major difference 

when it comes to Chanukah. We know that Hashem acts 

towards us according to the way we ourselves act, Midah 

K’neged Midah. Therefore, since on Chanukah when we 

acted beyond the normal guidelines of what is considered 

natural and normal by lighting the oil in the Bais HaMikdash, 

even though we knew there wasn’t enough to last, we can ask 

Hashem to do the same for us, and ask for miracles. 

Additionally, when only a few Jewish soldiers stood up to 

thousands of mighty, well-armed Greek soldiers, knowing it 

was against all odds for them to win the battle, they were 

acting in a way that is beyond natural and normal. This also 

earned us the right to ask for miracles on Chanukah! 
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 The Siddur Speaks 
Those who Daven Nusach Ashkenaz, begin Pesukei D’Zimrah with Mizmor 

Shir Chanukas HaBayis L’Dovid, while in Nusach Ari and Nusach Sfard, the 

custom is to begin Pesukei D’Zimrah with Hodu. In either case, Mizmor Shir is 

recited prior to Baruch She’amar, as an introduction to Pesukei D’Zimrah. One of 

the great Chassidic Rebbes noted that while Nusach Sfard and Ashkenaz begin 

their Pesukei D’Zimrah from different points, when it comes to Yehi Kavod 

Hashem, “Let it be the Glory of Hashem”, they meet at the same place. This 

shows that when it comes to Hashem’s honor, everyone comes together!  

The Arizal taught that Mizmor Shir Chanukas HaBayis L’Dovid is a very 

significant Tefilah because it contains the Name of Hashem ten times, which 

corresponds to the Aseres HaDibros. Also, in this Perek, Dovid Ha’melech refers 

to the Bais HaMikdash as the house of Dovid. Why is this, since his son Shlomo is 

the one who built it. The Medrash explains that Dovid devoted himself in pure 

self-sacrifice to see it built. Therefore, it is attributed to him. His willingness to 

give up everything for the Bais HaMikdash earned him the merit that it be called 

by his name. It is true that Shlomo built it, but Dovid prepared everything for it, 

and he even composed the song for its Inauguration— Mizmor Shir Chanukas 

HaBayis L’Dovid. This song is primarily a song of gratitude and thanks to 

Hashem. Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l, explains that this indicates that the primary 

function of the Bais HaMikdash was to give thanks to Hashem. Everything that 

occurred there was done entirely to demonstrate our gratitude to Hashem, and this 

is the true meaning of Avodah, Service: Thank you, Hashem! 
 

 ב' טבת
2 Teives 

 

אלעזר בן שרה  לרפואה שלמה:  

 יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל
 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Shabsi Yudelevitz, zt”l, one of the famous Magiddim of 

Yerushalayim, relates a beautiful and inspirational story. A poor 

Rabbi, who, over a 100 years ago, had to go to Milan, Italy, to collect 

money for his family. When he got off the boat he met a wealthy, 

Jewish man, and he invited the Rabbi to spend Shabbos with him. At 

the Seudah that night in the wealthy man’s mansion, the Rabbi saw a 

beautiful closet filled with exquisite silverware and crystal. He also 

saw something that seemed to be out of place amongst the luxurious 

items— a broken glass flask, with sharp points of jagged glass jutting 

out. The wealthy man noticed the Rabbi’s look and asked him if 

everything was all right. The Rabbi asked about the broken flask, and 

the wealthy man was more than happy to tell him the story. The man 

was born in Amsterdam and came to Italy when he was eighteen years 

old, to help his grandfather run the family business. Eventually, his 

grandfather passed away, and his parents wanted him to sell the 

business and return to Amsterdam. The man, however, was very 

successful in the business and decided to remain in Italy, where the 

business kept him very busy. One day, he was so involved with work 

that he forgot to Daven Minchah. A few days later he got busy early in 

the morning and he realized that he had forgotten to Daven Shacharis, 

and one by one, he stopped doing Mitzvos. Eventually he got married 

and had children, but he was leading a secular life. He remembered 

that he was Jewish, but he barely practiced any of the Mitzvos. One 

afternoon he was taking a walk and saw some children playing. They 

all seemed to be very happy, but then he heard one of them start 

screaming and crying, and he kept saying, “What will I tell my father? 

What will I tell my father?” No one could console him. The wealthy 

man went to see what the problem was. He found out that the boy 

came from a poor family and that his father had saved a few precious 

coins throughout the winter to buy a flask of oil for Chanukah, and 

sent this boy to buy it. His father warned him to come straight home 

with it and not to stop and play with his friends, as the flask may 

break. The boy didn’t listen, though, and sure enough, while he was 

playing, the flask broke and the oil spilled out. The man asked the boy 

to come back to the store with him, and he would buy new oil for him 

to bring home. The man bought a larger flask of oil than the boy had 

originally gotten, and sent the now happy boy straight home with the 

precious oil, as well as some money for his family. As the wealthy 

man was walking home that evening, the little boy’s words rang in his 

ears. “What will I tell my father? What will I tell my father?” And 

then he thought to himself, indeed, what will I tell my Father? My 

Father in Shamayim, Hashem, after my time here on this world? He 

had drifted so far from Yiddishkeit that he had forgotten that is was 

almost the first night of Chanukah! What excuse would he have when 

he stood before his Father in Heaven on that final Judgement Day? 

The man walked back to where the children were playing and picked 

up the broken pieces of glass from the flask and took it home with 

him. That night, to the surprise of his wife and children, he lit a 

Chanukah candle. The next night, he lit two, and with each passing 

night, he increased the amount of candles for eight nights. He stared at 

the candles as they flickered and sparkled, and he remembered his 

parent’s home back in Amsterdam. He had realized that he had gone 

too far away. The wealthy man concluded his story, “That Chanukah 

was the beginning of my return to the observance of Mitzvos. 

Eventually, with the understanding and help of my wife, we began 

training our children the way we were brought up. Our road back had 

started with that broken flask and the words of that boy, ‘What will I 

tell my father?’ And that is why I keep the broken pieces of that flask, 

as a treasured reminder of what changed my life!” 

 

האלכסנדר זושא בן עליז : לרפואה שלימה   
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 בס"ד

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
In the event that a Sefer Torah is found to be Pasul and a new 

one has to be taken out, if it is in between Aliyos, Laining may 

continue where the Shul is up to, and the prior Aliyos do not have to 

be done over. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:7) 

 

 Middos       
Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, teaches that Chanukah is a very 

special time. The Rambam writes (Hilchos Chanukah, 12), 

“The Mitzvah of lighting the Menorah is very dear,” and the word 

for ‘dear’ in Hebrew is ‘Chaviv’. Chaviv means not only ‘dear’, but 

very special. The Rambam continues, “One should be very careful in 

his observance to publicize the miracle which will increase our 

praise of Hashem and our expression of thanks for the miracles 

which he has done on our behalf. Even if a person has no money for 

food except for what he receives from Tzedakah, he should sell his 

clothes and buy oil to light in order to fulfillment the Mitzvah.” Rav 

Pincus says that we see from this that this must be a very 

special Mitzvah, if one is required to go to such an extent. It’s 

very Chaviv! What is it about Chanukah that is so Chaviv? Rav 

Shimshon Pincus explains that the word Chaviv is specifically by 

Mitzvos D’Rabbanan, Mitzvos that were instituted by the Sages, and 

Chanukah is a holiday that is one of these institutions, as it was set 

up by the Rabbis and is not actually in the Torah itself. 

Chazal say, “Chaviv Divrei Sofrim”, which means that the words of 

the Rabbis are very special. This is so because the Rabbanim have 

come to add on Mitzvos for the honor of Hashem, and it shows our 

love towards Hashem. That’s why it’s Chaviv. Rav Pincus explains 

that Chanukah is a time for us to get close to Hashem and show our 

gratitude and love to Hashem, to create a closeness to Hashem in a 

special way, and to rebuild our relationship with Him. This is why 

the Rambam did not say Chanukah is a ‘big’ Mitzvah, rather it is 

a ‘Chaviv Mitzvah’, a special Mitzvah. Additionally, the Magen 

Avraham says, “Just like on Shavuos we accept the Torah 

She’b’kesav, the Written Torah, on Chanukah we accept the Torah 

She’baal Peh, the Oral Torah”. Chanukah is not only a holiday of the 

Rabbis, but it is connected with accepting the words of the Rabbis. 

The Ohr HaChaim explains that the Torah She’baal Peh, the Oral 

Law, can really be found inside the Torah itself, the Written Torah, 

and Chazal try to learn where every Halachah comes from in the 

Torah. In reality, the Torah She’baal Peh is the deeper, inner part, of 

the Torah She’b’kesav. That is why on Chanukah we accept 

the Torah She’baal Peh, because we desire to look for the deeper 

meaning of things, to see the light that is inside them, and not just 

look at the surface value of something. This is also what makes 

the Mitzvah of Chanukah so Chaviv, dear, because it teaches us to 

search for the deeper meaning in our relationship with Hashem, and 

not be content with serving Him at a superficial level! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Chaim Friedlander, the Mashgiach of the Ponevezh Yeshivah, 

would say, “Although one must put in the proper Hishtadlus, 

effort, in order to help himself, he should never think that  

his own efforts brought about his help.  

Rather, all help only comes from Hashem!” 

 


