
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                       ותשליך במצולות ים כל חטאתם )מיכה ז:יט(
 You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea (Michah 7:19) 

The Admor HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Yekusiel Teitelbaum, zt”l, of 
Siget, writes in his Sefer ‘Yitav Panim’ in the name of the Eitz Yosef that 
it is brought in a Medrash that the reason we say Tashlich at waters is 
because the waters on earth are called מים בוכים, ‘Waters of Weeping’, 
because when Hashem separated the waters He placed some above 
and some below. The waters below began to weep saying: “Woe to us 
that we did not merit to be above and be closer to our Creator.” The 
Holy One, Blessed is He said, “Since you are doing this for My honor, 
you will be honored by being destined to be offered on the Mizbeiach 
as a water libation. Therefore, we learn a moral lesson from this since 
we have fallen so far away from Hashem Yisbarach, and how we can 
return to Hashem and to cling to Him. If the waters down below can 
weep and request that they are constantly before Hashem, then how 
can we, living people, not cry? This is why we go to the water to learn 
the Kal V’Chomer. (Torah Tavlin) 
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      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 
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 Rosh Hashanah Treasures 

Rav Gamliel Rabbinowitz once taught about 

Teshuvah, and he related a story that happened to the Bais 

Yisroel of Gur, zt”l. A boy from the United States was 

learning in Yeshivas Sfas Emes in Yerushalayim. After a 

while, when he was about to return home, he had to leave 

for the airport very early in the morning to make his 

flight, and because he was afraid that he would oversleep, 

he decided to stay up the entire night. He thought that 

since he was staying up, he got the idea to visit the Kosel 

HaMa’aravi one more time before he left the holy land. 

When he got there, it was quite desolate because of the 

late hour, and he started Davening. Shortly after, he 

sensed that another person had come by, and when he 

turned to see who had come so late, he was surprised to 

see that it was none other than his Rebbe, the Bais Yisroel. 

The Rebbe, who was known for his witty sayings, said to 

him, “Do you know what the greatest praise that is 

possible for a man to praise his Creator?” The boy just 

stood quietly, still astonished that his Rebbe was there 

with him so late in the night, and the Rebbe answered, 

“The greatest praise is that He is not laughing!” And with 

that he turned and quickly walked away. The boy went 

back to the Yeshivah and he noticed that the light was on 

in the Rosh HaYeshivah’s office, who at that time was the 

Pnei Menachem of Gur. He realized that the Rosh 

Yeshivah was there, so he knocked on the door and went 

in to the office. He told the Rosh Yeshivah what his Rebbe 

said, and asked if he could explain what he meant. The 

Pnei Menachem said, “When a Bochur in the Yeshivah 

does an Aveirah and then he does Teshuvah, he might 

come to me and tell me what he is working on with 

himself and make promises that he will not act in that way 

again, and I believe him. However, if this is the hundredth 

time that the Bochur makes this promise, then his words 

are only a joke. Now, this only applies when someone 

makes promises to a person, like me, but it is very 

different when a person makes promises to HaKadosh 

Baruch Hu. Even if someone comes a hundred times to 

Hashem and makes promises that he will act better, his 

words are accepted as if it were the first time, because by 

Hashem it is not a joke. Therefore, if a person stumbles 

again and again, if he truly regrets his Aveirah, he should 

not think that Hashem will think he is insincere or making 

a joke, and that maybe Hashem will not accept his 

Teshuvah. He can do Teshuvah again, and it will happily 

be accepted by Hashem!” 
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Pearls of Wisdom …A Word for the Ages 
Every year before Rosh Hashanah, Rav Mordechai Gifter, zt”l, 

would give a check to the Yeshivah to pay for any food he may 

have eaten from the Yeshivah kitchen that he was not entitled to. 

He wanted to make certain that he was clean from any slight 

infraction of the Aveirah of stealing! 
 

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 

   Rosh Hashanah Thoughts 
            Ideas and Reflections 

 

 

 By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 Rashi (Rosh Hashana 28a) explains that Mitzvos were not given for 

pleasure. Rather, they were given as a yoke of responsibility on our 

necks. Rav Avrohom Schorr wonders: aren’t responsibility and yokes 

generally borne on one’s shoulders and not on their necks? We associate 

one wearing jewelry on their neck! He answers that while it is true that 

Mitzvos are a responsibility, however, we should strive to wear that 

responsibility with pride, like it were a piece of jewelry, and not as a 

burden. This helps us understand why there is no mention of Rosh 

Hashanah being a Day of Judgment. The Maharal (Tiferes Yisrael, Ch. 

27) explains that judgment is not something enjoyable by the one being 

judged. Therefore, Hashem does not reference the Yom Tov to the 

judgment. Rav Moshe M. Eisemann suggests that we who are the 

recipients of the judgment and strive for that relationship with Hashem, 

happily refer to the judgment aspect as the holiday itself. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 בס"ד

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein relates that during the Shivah for his mother, he was visited 

by the Ozorover Rebbe. The Rebbe quoted his grandfather, the author of the Aish Doss, 

who asked a question on the Laining of Rosh Hashanah. The Torah section which we 

read on the first day of Rosh Hashanah discusses about Sarah Imeinu, her experience 

becoming a mother, and the incident with her maidservant, Hagar. On the second day of 

Rosh Hashanah, we read the story of Avraham Avinu and his son Yitzchak, and their 

preparations for the Akeidah. Why is it that on the first day we read about the Imahos and 

on the second day we read about the Avos? The Aish Doss answers that if a child 

stumbles, his father helps him up, and supports him as he continues along his way. His 

mother, on the other hand, will guide and teach her son to be careful, so that he will not 

fall again in the future. A father offers comfort after the fall. A mother sees to it that the 

child won’t fall again. This is why the merit of the Imahos exceeds that of the Avos, 

because mothers provide the foundation that prevent us from falling in the first place. 

This is why we read about Sarah Imeinu before we read about Avraham Avinu! 
 

Rav Gedaliah Sheinen, a Rosh 

Yeshivah in Yerushalayim, blew the 

Shofar on Rosh Hashanah for many 

years at the Minyan where Rav Yosef 

Shalom Elyashiv, zt”l, would Daven. 

After Davening, Rav Sheinen would 

go back with Rav Elyashiv to his 

apartment, and blow the Shofar again 

according to the opinions of the 

Rishonim that are not written in the 

Shulchan Aruch. One Rosh Hashanah, 

Rebbetzin Elyashiv was ill and was 

not able to go to Shul to hear the 

Shofar. After Davening, when         

Rav Sheinen finished blowing the 

extra Tekios for Rav Elyashiv, he 

asked the Gadol if he should blow the 

Shofar according to the basic 

Halachah for the Rebbetzin, since she 

wasn’t in Shul to hear them and so that 

she could fulfill the Mitzvah. To his 

surprise, Rav Elyashiv told him not to. 

He explained, “Today is Sunday, the 

second day of Rosh Hashanah, and the 

obligation to hear the Shofar is 

only M’D’Rabonon, a Mitzvah 

decreed by the Sages. Women are not 

obligated to hear the Shofar, but they 

have accepted this Mitzvah on 

themselves. Since it is a bother for you 

to blow the Shofar so much, it is better 

that you go home than blow the 

Shofar again.” Rav Sheinen knew 

better than to argue with Rav 

Elyashiv, so he started to leave the 

apartment and headed down the steps. 

Suddenly, he heard Rav Elyashiv 

coming after him, saying, “Please 

come back!” Rav Elyashiv explained, 

“It is true that the obligation to 

hear Shofar today is only a 

D’Rabonon, and for women it is an 

even lesser obligation, which is why I 

sent you home, however, my wife will 

be so happy to hear the Shofar. If you 

blow for her, you will be doing 

a Chesed, and Chesed is a Mitzvah 

M’D’Oraysa, a Mitzvah from the 

Torah. Therefore, I am asking you to 

come back. For a Mitzvah D’Oraysa, I 

can bother you!” 
 

Sponsored anonymously in honor of the Ezra Academy of Queens 50th anniversary of Kiruv, with ב"ה success in helping many students 
become Shomer Shabbos and Mitzvos. Founded by Rabbi Elihu Marcus ע"ה, and when he made Aliya, gave the reigns of the Yeshivah 

over to יבלחי"ט, the capable first Rebbe, Rabbi Eli Freilich נ"י. May he and his dedicated staff continue their great accomplishments! 
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       The Machzor  Speaks 

     A Closer Look at Davening 

    L’Maaseh… 
     A Tale to Remember 

Pearls of Wisdom …A Word for the Ages 
The Zera Shimshon teaches that the Torah tells us about Rosh Hashanah: 

“And in the seventh month on the first day, it is holy for you, and you may 

not do any work. It is a day of sounding the Shofar for you, and you should 

make a Korban Olah, a Burnt Offering” (Bamidbar 29:1,2). 

The Medrash comments, “Rav Tachlifa asks, why is it by the Korbanos of 

all the other Yomim Tovim, the Torah says that we should ‘bring’ 

the Korbon, but by Rosh Hashanah the Torah says we should ‘make’ it? 

Rav Tachlifa explains that Hashem said to Klal Yisroel that on Rosh 

Hashanah, Hashem looks at us as if we were newly created. The phrase 

“you should make” does not go on the Korban, but rather, it means that 

through the Korban we make ourselves. The Zera Shimshon asks, how do 

we benefit from being created anew on Rosh Hashanah? He answers that if 

one does Teshuvah for an Aveirah, he still has to be purified from the 

pleasure that he got for doing that Aveirah. Sometimes this is done through 

suffering, but sometimes Hashem purifies us simply through his great 

mercy! This is the significance of being re-created on Rosh Hashanah. 

The Medrash teaches us that when a person does and Aveirah and brings 

a Korbon, the Korbon brings us closer to Hashem. However, that person is 

still not completely pure because the pleasure that he had when he did the 

Aveirah still stains his Neshamah. On Rosh Hashanah, however, it is 

different. Since there is tremendous Kedushah on this day, it doesn’t only 

bring us closer to Hashem, but it makes us into a new person, as if we were 

born again. Just like a Ger, a convert, becomes a new person to such a 

degree that he is not at all held responsible for anything he did before he 

converted, so to on Rosh Hashanah, the Kedushah of the day totally 

remakes us, and if we do Teshuvah, there will be no need for any suffering 

for us to become completely pure! 
 


