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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Pinchas (in Chutz La’Aretz) 5776 

A Catalyst for Punishment  

The Gemara in Shabbos (149b) states, that if a person 

causes another person to be punished, he is not allowed 

“within the wall (i.e. area)” of Hashem. For example, if an 

evil person pains a righteous person, he will be punished by 

Hashem for causing pain to the righteous person. However, 

since the righteous person was a catalyst for the evildoer to be 

punished, he is not allowed in the area of Hashem.                    

The righteous person will still receive a good portion in 

Olam Haba. However, he will be lacking, in that he will not 

be allowed close to Hashem. There are many levels in Olam 

Haba, and this is one level that this righteous person will not 

attain.                

This is even true if the righteous person did not ask 

Hashem to punish the evildoer. For example, the Gemara in 

Bava Basra (22b) states, that when Rav Ada bar Abba passed 

away, many Amoraim thought that they had caused him to die 

because he upset them in one way or another.   

Tosfos there explains that these Amoraim were not 

boasting about their standing in Heaven, and that they were so 

special, that even a great person would die, if he caused them 

pain. On the contrary, they were worried that they caused him 

to die, and therefore they would not be allowed within the 

area of Hashem in Olam Haba!   

                Achav and Navos   
The Gemara (ibid.) proceeds to discuss the incident 

involving Achav and Navos. Achav, one of the wicked kings 

in the times of the prophets, coveted a vineyard next to his 

palace that belonged to Navos. He offered Navos money or 

other orchards in exchange, but Navos said that the vineyard 

was not for sale. This caused Achav to become furious, as he 

could not tolerate the fact that Navos refused to give him what 

he wished.   

He therefore plotted with his advisors, and was told to hire 

witnesses to testify against Navos, that they had heard him 

curse Hashem, and curse the king.  

While both charges could technically result in the death 

penalty, Achav needed them to testify that he cursed the king. 

This is because he could then be judged by the king without 

having to come before a Beis Din, and his possessions would 

go to the kingdom instead of his heirs, as this is the law 

regarding any person who is guilty of rebelling against the 

king (see Sanhedrin 48b). Accordingly, the first accusation 

was a means of character assassination, while the second 

paved the way for the eventual execution of Navos. The 

witnesses were successful in their false testimony, and Achav 

indeed officially killed Navos due to his “rebellion.”             

Achav was finally able to take possession of the vineyard 

that had belonged to Navos. Eliyahu Ha’Navi knew about 

what had happened and how it had transpired, and therefore 

berated Achav with the now famous phrase, “Did you kill and 

also inherit?”          

After Navos was killed, there was a judgment in the 

Heavenly Court; and the verdict was that Achav should also 

be put to death. Hashem asked, “Who will go convince Achav 

that he should go and fall (i.e. be killed) in Ramot Gilad?”  

The Passuk states that a spirit came before Hashem and 

said, “I will convince him.” Chazal tell us that this was the 

spirit of Navos. The spirit of Navos wanted revenge. Hashem 

asked the spirit how it would accomplish this mission. The 

spirit answered that it planned on being a false voice in the 

mouths’ of all of Achav’s “prophets.” This false voice would 

trick these so-called prophets into telling Achav that he 

should go to battle in Ramot Gilad. He would eventually be 

killed there.  

Hashem told the spirit, “Convince, and you will succeed, 

go out and do so.” This meant that Hashem had given this 
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spirit the role of an angel. This is similar to the Yetzer Hara, 

who is also an angel, and has the role of trying to tempt 

people to sin. Hashem authorized this spirit to have this role.                              

                Go Out of My Area       
The Gemara notices that there seems to be an extra word 

here, “Go out.” The Gemara understands that this teaches us 

that because Achav would be punished by the spirit of Navos, 

the spirit of Navos had to go out from being in the area of 

Hashem. The spirit of Navos had already merited being in the 

area of Hashem in Gan Eden. Apparently, any sins it had done 

were atoned when Navos was framed by Achav, resulting in 

his untimely execution. However, now that Navos 

volunteered to be the catalyst to punish Achav, he would no 

longer be allowed in the area of Hashem.       

This is despite the fact that Achav had been found guilty 

and sentenced to death before Navos volunteered to be the 

agent who would cause his demise. If Navos had not 

volunteered, Hashem has many angels and messengers who 

can carry out any verdict passed down in the Heavenly Court. 

He could have sent any of them, and Achav would have met 

the same fate. Even so, since Navos was the agent for 

punishment, he could no longer be in the immediate area of 

Hashem.      

It should be noted that the aforementioned Gemara 

regarding Achav and Navos concludes that the reason Navos 

was not allowed within the area of Hashem was for a different 

reason entirely. It was because he was going to put a false 

premise into the mouths of Achav’s “prophets.” Since the 

Passuk in Tehilim (101:7) states, “One who speaks falsehoods 

will not dwell opposite My Eyes,” Navos could no longer be 

within the area of Hashem.  

However, the Gemara does not reject the principle that if a 

person causes other people to be punished, he cannot be 

within the area of Hashem. It derives this from a Passuk in 

Mishlei (17:26) that states, “Also a punishment for (i.e. 

caused by) a righteous person is not good.” “Not good” is 

another way of saying it is bad/evil. The Passuk in Tehilim 

(5:5) says, “Evil will not dwell with You.” The combination 

of these Pesukim teaches us that if a person is punished 

because of a person, even a righteous person, he cannot merit 

the high level of living within the area of Hashem.        

                          A Sin of the Soul  
This Gemara regarding Achav and Navos teaches us that a 

soul can sin even after a person passes away. A soul has 

desires, and can make choices in certain matters (such as in 

the matter of Navos) after death. [This fits with the statement 

of the Mesilas Yesharim (ch.1) that a person’s soul is on a 

higher level than that of an angel.] The choice of the soul of 

Navos was to actively seek revenge from Achav, even at the 

price of being pushed away from the area of Hashem.       

The Gemara in Makos (5b) teaches us that Yehudah ben 

Tabai was an Av Beis Din. Two witnesses testified before his 

Beis Din regarding a murder, and one of them was made into 

an Eid Zomem (meaning that two other witnesses testified 

that he could not have seen the murder that he was testifying 

about, as he was with them at an entirely different place at the 

time of the murder). Yehudah ben Tabai ruled that this 

witness should be put to death, as the Torah law regarding an 

Eid Zomem is that he receives the punishment that he wanted 

to give to the defendant. The witness was put to death. 

However, Yehudah ben Tabai had made a mistake, as the 

Torah only rules this way if both witnesses are made into 

Eidim Zomimim, not one of them.           

Shimon ben Shetach therefore rebuked Yehudah ben Tabai 

for killing this witness. After Yehudah ben Tabai realized he 

had erred, he went to the grave of this witness every day to 

beg forgiveness. People used to hear a voice when they would 

pass by, and it was unclear whose voice this was. Some 

thought it was the voice of the witness, rebuking Yehudah ben 

Tabai. However, Yehudah ben Tabai told people that it was 

his own voice, praying that he should be forgiven. He told 

people that this would be apparent after he himself died, as 

they would no longer hear a voice from the area of the grave.      

 The Gemara comments that Yehudah ben Tabai’s 

reassurance that it was not his voice, was not proper proof. 

After he died, it is very possible that his soul would placate 

the soul of the witness, as this is why the voice would stop 

coming out of the grave. The Ritva comments there that we 

see from here that a soul can placate another soul in order to 

avoid punishment, even after the people involved in a dispute 

have died.              

     I Should Not Cause Punishment       
We see from the incident involving Navos, that a person 

should never want another person to be punished by Heaven 
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because of him. It will make him lose as well, as he will not 

be allowed within the area of Hashem! Even if a person does 

not want to be forgiving, he should have pity on his own 

Olam Haba! It is therefore appropriate to forgive people 

immediately, and even pray that people who have insulted 
them should not be punished. This is the nature of the 

Tefilah said by many people before they go to sleep, “that 

nobody should be punished because of me.”     

It is obviously against human nature to forgive a person 

who has committed a horrible crime, especially like Achav 

framing Navos, or someone embarrassing another person 

publicly (which is compared to murder). However, it pays to 

forgive the person immediately, and retain the ability to be 

within the area of Hashem for all eternity. 

       Emunah Removes Grudges                              
We have discussed many times that there is another reason 

not to bear grudges against people who sin against us. All 

pain that a person receives in this world is decreed by Heaven. 

Hashem decided that he is supposed to have that pain, and 

that it is in his best interests. The person who carries out this 

pain is just an agent, and not the true source of the pain. The 

pain would have happened in any event, just through a 

different agent.    

Therefore, the productive thing to do when a person 

receives pain is to analyze his actions, thoughts, and words, 

and see if he is committing a sin that would warrant such a 

punishment (as instructed by the Gemara in Berachos 5a). 

Death and affliction are usually due to our sins. Repenting for 

these sins is the best way to prevent future suffering.       

The Gemara in Shabbos (55a) states, “There is no death 

with Chet (sin), and there is no suffering without Avon 

(transgression).” “Chet” refers to an accidental sin, as this is 

the word used to describe the sin of Adam Ha’Rishon, who 

had good intentions for the sake of Heaven when he sinned 

(see Meichtav Mei’Eliyahu vol. 2 pg 146). In other words, the 

Gemara is teaching us that everyone has at least an accidental 

sin that leads to their death. The Gemara there (55b) states 

that there were only four people in history who did not even 

have an accidental sin, and who only died due to the sin of 

Adam Ha’Rishon. [We know that Adam Ha’Rishon did a 

tremendous amount of repentance in order to atone for his sin. 

The Gemara in Eruvin (18b) states that he fasted for one 

hundred and thirty years in order to atone for his sin. He was 

eventually buried in the Mearas Ha’Machpeilah, and the Avos 

were later buried alongside him.]    

            Suffering is Worth Millions! 
A person should be happy when he suffers, as this 

suffering is probably sparing him from having to go to 

Gehinnom. The Ramban states that one instance of Gehinnom 

is worse than all of the suffering of this world. How lucky we 

are that Hashem allows us to atone for sins with punishments 

in this world! The Gemara in Berachos (57b) states that the 

fire of Gehinnom is sixty times hotter than fire on earth. If fire 

on earth can reach one thousand degrees, this means that fire 

in Gehinnom is sixty thousand degrees, and the soul does not 

die to stop the pain! This is far worse than any suffering on 

earth.      

The Gemara in Gittin (36b) therefore states that a person 

should be happy when he receives suffering. The Gemara in 

Bava Metzia (85a) similarly states that suffering is beloved. 

While the Gemara in Berachos (5a) quotes many who said, “I 

do not want them or their reward,” this is when a person 

(most people, as opposed to Rebbi in the Gemara in Bava 

Metzia above) has a choice to have them or not. However, 

once Hashem has decided that this is what is best for a person, 

he should rejoice that he is suffering in this world and not in 

the next world.   

Rav Shach zt”l used to say that if a person has suffered in 

this world, his experience is worth millions! Accordingly, if 

one has Emunah, he has no reason to be upset at others and 

hope they will be punished. He knows that they are just agents 

of Hashem to give him whatever punishment he was supposed 

to receive due to his sins.  

If a person has Emunah, he is happy. He understands that 

everything that happens to him is for his best interests. Even 

when he suffers, he is happy, and does not take out his pain 

on other people who may or may not have caused him this 

pain. He Davens that even if certain people appear to have 

caused him this pain, they should not be punished because of 

him. Someone who has these beliefs will live a truly happy 

and fulfilling life!                               

          Content, but Not Overly Content     
The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos famously states, “Who is a 

rich person? One who is content with his lot.” The Sefarim 

say that this does not only mean a person who is content with 
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his material possessions, but also with his spiritual 

accomplishments. A person should know what he has 

achieved in Yiras Shamayim, Torah knowledge, good Middos 

etc. However, a person who thinks about this too much can 

sometimes become haughty. If a person becomes 

tremendously haughty, he can be deemed a person who 

Hashem hates, as the Passuk states in Mishlei (16:5), 

“Hashem hates all haughty people.” This result obviously is 

catastrophic. How, then, should a person know his good 

attributes, but not become haughty?              

The Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar Ha’Kniah ch.9) explains 

that a person should know his positive attributes, but he 

should also know that they are not his. Hashem gave him the 

ability to have these positive attributes. Every second of a 

person’s life, and all the choices that he makes, are only made 

possible by the fact that Hashem continuously allows him to 

breathe and live. All of his strengths, abilities, intellect and 

accomplishments are all from Hashem!           

A person in this world is like a poor hungry person who 

is constantly asking for handouts. He is like a deathly ill 

person on a respirator who is constantly being given the 

ability to breathe. There is no way that a person who 

views himself in this light can remain haughty!     

However, a person can only get to this level of knowledge 

by learning Mussar. This is why I constantly mention how 

important it is to have a set Mussar Seder. Even after one 

learns Mussar, he must contemplate what he has learned, and 

how he can internalize the message of these Sefarim.  

A person should think at different points during the day, 

“How am I doing? How is my spirituality?” This is not 

healthy for people who will turn this into an obsession. 

However, for balanced people, it is essential to check and 

make sure that they are indeed serving Hashem as they 

should.  

We know the way to merit a good and happy life in this 

world and the next world. May we have Siyata Dishmaya to 

make it so!          

           
            (This discourse was delivered in Tamuz 5776.) 
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