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 In Parshas Pekudei we read, yet again, 
encapsulations and enumerations of 
the items brought for the building of the 
Mishkan. As we know from this parsha 
and the previous ones, all the items for 
the Mishkan were brought by the Klal 
Yisrael. In other words, everyone gave of 
their own for the Mishkan, as we read in 
Parshas Terumah “everyone whose heart 
desires to give, should bring.” The whole 
idea of giving to the Mishkan was one 
great Chesed, one great action of giving 
Tzedakah. Indeed, in this week's parsha 
we see that Moshe Rabbeinu blessed all 
those who gave, indicating further the 
importance and prominence of giving 
Tzedakah.
 Although the Mitzvah of Tzedakah applies 
to all worthy causes, to  Yeshivos, shuls, 
and organizations, (and indeed in this 
week's Parsha we see that the Tzedakah 
was going to the Mishkan and not to 
individuals), the main concept of Tzedakah 
as found in the Torah is to give to poor 
people what they are lacking. Thus, the 
Torah tells us, (Devarim 15:7-8) “if there 
shall be in your midst a poor person... you 
shall not harden your heart or close your 
hand from the poor person. You shall open 
your hand to him, or you shall lend him what 
he needs, whatever he is missing.” Chazal 
understood this to refer to two different 
levels of Tzedakah: giving an outright gift 
(“you shall open your hand to him,”) and 
a loan, (“you shall lend him.”) Although 
obviously the greater love is shown 
through the Mesirus Nefesh of giving him 
a gift outright, lending him money if one 
has the ability to do so is certainly also the 
Mitzvah of Tzedakah. In fact, Chazal go as 
far as to say that it is forbidden not to lend 
a Jew money he asks of you, if you have 
the money and are able to lend it (Choshen 
Mishpat 97:1, Ahavas Chesed 1:1.)
 Chazal explain that the Mitzvah of 
Tzedakah does not only refer to giving 
money. It also refers to the way in which 
the money is given. Thus, the Gemara 
tells us (Bava Basra 9b) that someone 
who gives money to the poor receives six 
blessings, but one who also encourages 
him with pleasant words receives eleven 
blessings. This is important to have in 
mind, especially when people go around 
collecting in Beis Medrash and someone 
might be speaking to his friend, that 
to throw a five dollar bill on the table 
towards someone who is collecting money 
while keeping your eyes on your friend, 
although it is still fulfilling the Mitzvah of 
Tzedakah, is not considered fulfilling it 
in its primary way. The appropriate way 

is to at least acknowledge the person 
collecting with a smile and perhaps even 
a word of Chizuk, like “Hatzlacha!” Indeed, 
Chazal tell us as well that one who is not 
able to give money, is still required to give 
pleasant words. Thus, it is appropriate, 
when one has no money, to at least tell 
the person collecting, “I'm sorry, I don't 
have,” or, again, the blessing, “Hatzlacha!” 
Obviously in the middle of Davening 
when sometimes people go collecting, 
one cannot speak, but one should at 
least recognize the presence of the poor 
person at least by looking in their face and 
shrugging apologetically, and not ignoring 
them completely as some people are used 
to doing.
 Sometimes people go around collecting 
money who are particularly sour or 
embittered. Many times these people 
have terrible life stories of illness, ill 
children, poverty, and lack of Shalom 
Bayis as a result of these problems. Some 
people collecting may be quite rude when 
someone has no money to give them, or 
not enough. I once saw a collector who 
used to throw unworthy donations back in 
the faces of those who gave them. Another 
time I saw a collector who actually used to 
curse those who didn't give them money (!) 
with frightening Klalos. One should show 
patience and mercy with even people like 
these. We must remember that when we 
are performing the Mitzvah of Tzedakah, 
we are emulating Hashem, as Chazal tell 
us, “emulate His attributes: just as He is 
merciful, so you be merciful. Just as He is 
compassionate, so you be compassionate.” 
Just as we want Hashem to be patient with 
us and merciful to us even when we do 
not show our best behavior and our best 
attributes to Hashem, so too we must show 
exceeding mercy and compassion even to 
those who would not seem to deserve it.
 Chazal in many places exalt the 
importance of Tzedakah. Thus they say, 
for example, “Tzedakah is greater than all 
the Korbanos, as Shlomo Hamelech said: 
“Doing Tzedakah and justice is more dear 
to Hashem than sacrifice,” (Mishlei 21:3),” 
(Succah 49b) or “The redemption of the 
Jewish people (from Galus) will come 
through Tzedakah,”(Shabbos 139a), or 
“Tzedakah can save one from death, and 
annul evil decrees,” (Shabbos 156b), or 
“one who continuously gives Tzedakah will 
merit to have sons who possess wisdom, 
wealth, and understanding of Aggadata,” 
(Bava Basra 10a). Thus we should see to 
always give Tzedakah to the very best of 
our ability.

"All right, all right," Shimon concedes. "I 
admit I was wrong in the way I handled my 
feelings toward Mr. Friedman. 
What now? 
I suppose I ought to change my seat in 
shul and sit next to him, or invite him out to 
dinner, even though I can't even carry on 
a proper conversation with him; we think 
differently on every topic" Not necessarily, 
Shimon....    

While we may not hate someone who 
rubs us the wrong way, we do not have an 
obligation to be his best friend. Therefore, 
when people differ in their opinions or 
hashkafos on life (as we often find among 
different religious circles, political factions 
or families), or when another person's 
physical defects, habits or actions are 
repugnant to us (even if it is only due to our 
own hypersensitivity), then there is nothing 
wrong with keeping our interactions with 
that person to a minimum, as long as we are 
not doing it because of underlying feelings 
of sinah.

At times, keeping a certain distance may 
even be recommended, as it will help us 
retain a sense of mutual respect. However, 
we should always be careful to nurture 
feelings of love for the person, even if 
certain aspects of his behavior, personality 
or lifestyle are not to our liking, so as 
to avoid violating the mitzvah veahavta 
lereiacha kamocha.

Similarly, we may avoid a person's company 
for the simple reason that we find it to be a 
waste of time, or because we are not on the 
same wavelength, or because we don't want 
to have to tolerate his bad middos. Certainly 
we may keep our distance if we don't want 
to learn from his ways or from his poor 
character, as long as we are careful to avoid 
doing anything that would fall into the 
category of revenge or bearing a grudge. 
Even if we have no particular reason at all, 
other than the fact that we don't enjoy being 
with him, we are not obligated to maintain 
a friendship but we must meticulously avoid 
any feelings of sinah. 
(Mishpetei Hashalom 2:12-13)
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AYN WEEKLY CHESED ACTION (FOR THE YESHIVA BOCHUR)

WHEN YOU SEE A MESHULACH, MAKE A POINT OF GIVING HIM MONEY BEFORE HE HAS TO
ASK YOU.  THEN THANK HIM WITH A SMILE :)  



Moshe blessed all the people who had 
made articles for the Mishkan. 
Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin states, “The people 
should have blessed Moshe for the opportunity 
he gave them. From here, we learn that we 
should be grateful to someone who asks 
for tzedakah. 
That person is giving us 
an opportunity to do 
a mitzvah! 

The Schwartz’s had both grown up in non-religious Jewish 
families, in different parts of the city. They knew a little bit 
about the holidays and occasionally had dinner at their 
grandparents’ home on Friday night, but that, and Chanukah, 
were all they knew about being Jewish.  

Becoming religious was the last thing they had on their mind 
when they moved into their first home. They didn’t even have 
a clue what being religious entailed. It wasn’t until they met 
their new next door neighbors, Rabbi and Mrs. Holtz, did their 
life totally turn around. She was a morah in an Orthodox boys’ 
school, and he was learning part time in a Kollel. He devoted 
the rest of his time to teaching non-religious people in the 
neighborhood about Yiddishkite.  
 
Over time, the Schwartzes and the Holtzes became very close. 
Benny’s father learned  with Rabbi Holtz in the Kollel almost 
every night and attended some of the shuirim that he had 
set up with men like Mr. Schwartz. Benny’s mother enjoyed 
spending time with Mrs. Holtz and going to different shuirim 
in the neighborhood. 

It didn’t take long before Benny’s parents made the decision 
to be Shomer Shabbos and Shomer Mitzvos. When it came 
time for Benny to go to school, his parents chose the same 
school that his friends, Shaul and Kalman Holtz went to. 

Rabbi Holtz was a really wonderful human being. Although he 
had a life changing effect on  Benny’s family, there was one 
specific thing that stood out in Benny’s mind. It was the Sunday 
before Pesach, and Rabbi Holtz was busy in the kitchen of 
the Kollel doing  hag’alah, (kashering a utensil by boiling it or 
torching it with fire.) His face was red from standing over the 
huge boiling pots. When Mr. Schwartz had finally packed away 
the last pot, he put some tzedakah on the plate on the table 
and thanked Rabbi Holtz. Benny was shocked by his answer. 
“Please don’t thank me. I need to thank you for enabling me 
to do this mitzvah.” 

Benny didn’t get what the Rabbi Holtz was saying. “Why would 
he thank us?” Benny asked himself. “We didn’t do anything. He 
did all the hard work.” The more that Benny thought about, the 
more amazed he was at the idea of thanking someone who 
allows you to do a mitzvah. He decided to try it out himself. 

The next time that a meshulach rang the doorbell, instead 

of being annoyed that he had to stop playing and answer 
the door, Benny opened the door with a smile. When the 
meshulach thanked Benny for the money, he said, “Please 
don’t thank me. I need to thank you for enabling me to do 
this mitzvah.” The meshulach was stunned. No one had ever 
said this to him before. He then gave Benny a bracha that he 
should be matzliach in his learning. 

When Benny closed the door, he was surprised by how he 
felt. Usually he would close the door, happy to be going back 
to whatever he had been doing, and hoping that no one else 
would knock on the door. But this time was different. This time 
he felt good about what he had done. 

Several weeks later, Benny went to Yanky’s house after 
school to work on a project. He was stunned to see so many 
meshulachim sitting at the dining room table eating a full 
dinner. 

“What are all these men doing here?” Benny asked when they 
went to wash. 

“This is nothing,” Yanky responded. “Usually there are a lot 
more men who come to our house to eat. My parents are 
known for having an open house where anyone who needs to 
eat can come and eat.”

Benny sat down in wonderment. He had never seen anything 
like this before. But what really blew him away, was what 
happened at the end of the meal. Yanky`s father walked the 
guests to the door and thanked each man for coming. When 
one of the men tried to give Mr. Steiner some money, he said, 
“My wife and I do this for the mitzvah of hachnosas orchim, 
not for money.”

The meshulach thanked him and again tried to give Mr. Steiner 
the money, but again he refused. “Please don’t thank me. I 
need to thank you for enabling me to do this mitzvah.” When 
the guest gave his host a bracha, Mr. Steiner responded, “Now 
that is more valuable than any money.”

Benny just stood there in awe. He realized that there are some 
very wonderful people in this world, and he decided, then and 
there, that when he grew up, he wanted to do chessed in the 
same way that Rabbi Holtz and Mr. Steiner did. 

Rabbi Moshe Helfan was a fundraiser for the Telzer 
Yeshiva in Cleveland. There was a Jewish farmer 

in Pennsylvania who used to give a small yearly donation to the 
yeshiva. In the 1970’s, when the price of fuel went up, the cost 

of gas needed to drive to that person’s farm was higher than the 
amount of that person’s usual donation. 

Rabbi Helfan said the following, “I can’t not go to the person 
for his donation. His supporting Torah study in the yeshiva is a 

great merit for him, and I can’t deprive him of that merit. I can’t 
make the yeshivah pay for the gas because this would cause a 

loss to the yeshiva.  Therefore, I’ll drive to his farm, but I’ll pay for 
the gas with my own money.” 
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I GOT THE NAME OF SOMEONE AND 
DAVENED FOR THAT PERSON.
-CHAIM DUVID H.

I HELPED BRING IN THE SHOPPING BAGS
BARUCH S.

MY GRANDFATHER WAS NOT FEELING 
WELL, I WENT TO VISIT HIM.    -YOSEF LEIB M.

I WAS NICE TO THE NOT YET FRUM NEIGHBORS THAT MY PARENTS 
INVITED FOR SHABBOS. -CHAIM R 


