
IN GOOD COMPANY
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
There are many people who endure such hardship 
in their lives. They deal with issues such as broken 
families, financial crisis and health problems. Yet 
because of their emunah, they can live with strength. 
I was speaking to a woman who has three children. 
One is off the derech, and the other two are not on 
speaking terms. It causes her such pain. But when 
describing her hardship, she said the most beautiful 
words: "Because of my situation, I am able to relate 
to the pain of the Shechinah. So many of Hashem's 
children are fighting, and so many have distanced 
themselves from Him. Hashem loves His children 
more than we ever could. He must be in tremendous 
pain, as it were, from the way His children behave.”
I was amazed. Many people in such a situation 
would say, "It's not fair, Hashem. Why do I have to 
go through this?" or "Why does everyone else have a 
happy family and not me?" Instead of complaining, 
she empathized with the Shechina, reaching 
unimaginable levels of emunah. Regular people in our 
midst are holding up the world with their emunah. 
Some people come to the Seder surrounded by 
children and grandchildren, excited to perform the 
mitzvos of the night and tell over the story, while 
others have no family, no husband and no children. 
Others have children who are not interested. Yet we 
are all commanded v’samachta b’chagecha: rejoice on 
the holiday, perform the mitzvos with joy and love.
Ashreichem, Yisrael. Fortunate are we to have such 
people in our midst, masters of emunah who keep 
struggling to do what is right, without seeing any 
reciprocation from Hashem.  

CHAMETZ: THE BIG DEAL
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

When the Jews left Egypt, their oppressors did not allow them to wait for 
their dough to rise, so they had to take it with them as matzos. As slaves, 
driven by constant toil, they could bake bread only in haste. Thus, matzah is 
the bread of slavery. We call it “the bread of affliction.” It symbolizes avdus, 
social dependence. Its opposite is chametz, symbolizing independence.

Pesach is a zikaron, reminding us of the moment we attained independence, 
so that we never forget how we attained it. The anniversary of our rise to 
freedom begins a cycle: for seven days, we refrain from eating the bread of 
independence. Moreover, we clear it out of our homes. We remind ourselves 
that at the time that we went free, our personalities and possessions bore 
not the slightest trace of independence, or even the ability to achieve it. We 
were sunk in servitude. It was the power of G-d that brought us out.

Therefore, if anyone eats bread during the seven days of Pesach, he denies 

At the beginning of creation, water covered the entire surface of 
the earth. On the third day, Hashem said, "Let all the water be 
collected in one place, and let the dry land be seen."

The waves may be high, but when they reach shore, they break. 
Sometimes, when Hashem wants to punish the world, he lets the 
waves continue on in the form of a tsunami. In the days of Enosh, 
we are told, the ocean rose up and flooded a third of the world. 
When we place our feet on the ground, we must remember that it 
is by the kindness of Hashem that dry land is there at all. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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the Divine origin of our freedom and declares it 
a human achievement; he abandons the basis of 
our past and cuts himself off from our future.

Prohibiting bread on Pesach means there was 
no independent human contribution to our 
freedom. Eating matzah combines the idea of 
freedom with the idea of our subordination to 
Hashem, through which we became free. The 
emancipated Jewish people must always stand 
before G-d with matzah in their hands. We 
moved from serving man to serving G-d.

When freedom came, the Jewish people were 
driven out so hurriedly that they could not even 
prepare bread for the way. Their departure 
under pressure defines yetzias Mitzrayim as 
an act of G-d, transforming the prohibition 
of chametz and the mitzvah of matzah into 
such significant symbols. Were it not for these 
mitzvos, we would have come to regard yetzias 
Mitzrayim as a successful uprising like so many 
others in history. After all, the nation included 
600,000 able-bodied men—their liberation 
should not have been considered a miracle. 
On the contrary, we would wonder why they 
tolerated oppression for so long.

The matzah, however tells us that our ancestors 
were chased out of Egypt in such haste that they 
had no time to even bake proper bread. They 
would have liked to wait at least as long as it 
would have taken for the dough to rise, but their 
Egyptian masters would not let them. Even at 
the moment that the nation went free, they 
were still in the power of their oppressors.

Klal Yisrael’s original bread was matzah. Left 
to our own devices, we would still be eating 
the “bread of servitude.” Each year, when we 
celebrate our freedom from Egypt, the matzah 
reminds us that we obtained freedom not by our 
own hands, but through Hashem’s chesed. 

A GOLDEN CHAIN
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

On Shabbos Hagadol we remember a great miracle: Jews all over Egypt 
bought and transported sheep for the korban Pesach, to the great chagrin of 
the Egyptians. The sheep was worshipped as their god, and Bnei Yisrael were 
about to slaughter it as an offering to Hashem! The Egyptians would have liked 
nothing better than to kill the Jews, but Hashem miraculously prevented them 
from doing any harm.

The Sefer Hachinuch explains the rationale behind the prohibition to break 
a bone of the korban Pesach, provided it has a kezayis of meat on it or marrow 
inside. The reason is that we don't just commemorate miracles on the Seder 
night—we reenact them, as if we were actually living them at this very moment. 
On this night we became Hashem's princes and noblemen, and it is beneath 
our dignity to break bones to get meat. If we are still hungry, we can be served 
another portion.

This year we will be celebrating Seder #3330 since the first one took place in 
Mitzrayim. Never has Am Yisrael stopped conducting the Pesach Seder, no 
matter where we have been dispersed. In the countries of Western and Eastern 
Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East, Jews have always made a Seder, 
and today as well, Jews in communities throughout North and South America, 
Australia and Europe, prepare to once again celebrate Pesach.

What an astoundingly beautiful thought. We are linked to Yetzias Mitzrayim by 
a golden chain of mesorah that stretches from our times all the way back to the 
Yidden preparing to leave Egypt. Just as we tell the story of the Haggadah to our 
children, so did our grandparents, and their grandparents before them.

Never in Jewish history was there a time when the vast majority of Klal Yisrael 
did not affirm that they were the descendants of those who left Mitzrayim 
and personally experienced miracles. Only after the advent of the Reform 
movement did Jews begin to reject their ancient beliefs, thinking that they could 
thereby assimilate into the cultures of their host nations.

The Seder night is the opportunity to tell our children: Kinderlach! We keep 
these mitzvos because we know without a doubt where they come from—and 
where we come from. We witnessed it all, and transmitted it all from generation 
to generation. Chayav kol adam liros es atzmo ke’ilu hu yatza miMitzrayim—we 
are all obligated to see ourselves as having left Egypt.

We always have. And with Hashem's help, we will always continue to do so.  

EMPEROR PENGUIN

How do baby penguins survive the Antarctic winter?

Emperor penguins live in Antarctica, the coldest place on earth. In order for newborn chicks to 
become self-sufficient by summer, their eggs must be laid in the dead of winter. It is so cold that 
the chicks would freeze inside their eggs—if not for the flap of thick fur between male penguin’s  
legs, where it places the egg all winter long. Additionally, the emperor penguin’s specially 
engineered circulatory system provides an efficient mechanism for retaining heat. Their feathers 
are tightly packed in, like scales, that only the harshest winds can ruffle. Their feet have strong 
claws for gripping ice. No other bird has these tools, because no other bird needs them.   

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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