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Parshas Ki Sisso

א ֶאת רֹאׁש ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ִלְפֻקֵדיֶהם ְונְָתנּו ִאיׁש ּכֶֹפר נְַפׁשֹו ַלידָֹוד ִּבְפקֹד אָֹתם ְוֹלא יְִהיֶה ָבֶהם נֶגֶף ִּבְפקֹד אָֹתם:   ִּכי ִתּשָׂ

It is written in the beginning of our parsha 
(Shemos 30/12), "When you take the census 
(literally; elevate the heads) of Bnei Yisroel 
according to their numbers, let each one give 
to Hashem an atonement for his soul when 
they are counted; then there will be no plague
among them when they are counted."

The Torah doesn't specify in this possuk 
exactly what sin Bnei Yisroel sinned that 
necessitated an atonement. However the 
Medrash here (Medrash Tanchuma siman 4) 
explains the background to this possuk in 
light of pessukim in Tehillim (perek 3/ 3-4). 

"(It is written), 'Many say about my soul'- 
(this is referring to the fact that) the Nations 
of the World say about me (Bnei Yisroel), 
'Can a Nation that heard on Har Sinai (the 
commandments of) "I am Hashem your Lord 
etc." and "You should not have other gods 
etc." and (still) after forty days said to the 
(Golden) Calf, 'This is your god etc.', be 
saved?" (This is the meaning of the 
continuation of the previously mentioned 
possuk in Tehilim), "There is no salvation for 
him from Hashem..."

And (Bnei Yisroel continued) Y.u Hashem in 
Y.ur Torah agreed with their argument and 
Y.u wrote, "A person that slaughters an 
animal to other gods (except to Y.u, Hashem) 
shall be destroyed (only to Hashem 
H.mself)."

However (continues Bnei Yisroel) protect me 
in the merit of our forefathers and instead of 
having our heads hung (for what we did) Y.u 
gave us the opportunity to elevate our heads, 
like it says, "When you take the census 
(literally; elevate the heads) of Bnei 
Yisroel...".

In short, the Nations of the World argue that 
Bnei Yisroel should be destroyed and not be 
spared because we served an idol a mere 
forty days after we were commanded not to! 
Bnei Yisroel agree with this claim however 
counter-argue that in the merit of our 
forefathers and in the merit of giving the 
machtzis hashekel we should be saved.

Zera Shimshon asks why did the Nations of 
the World base their argument on two 
pessukim, "I am Hashem your Lord etc." and 
"You should not have other gods etc." and 
not only on the first possuk  "I am Hashem 
your Lord etc." I would seem that in the first 
commandment we were already commanded 
to believe in  Hashem?

Another question. From the fact that Bnei 
Yisroel said, "Y.u Hashem in Y.ur Torah 
agreed with their argument and Y.u wrote..." 
implies that the nations claim that we don't 
deserve to be saved isn't so simple. Bnei 
Yisroel had to bring a proof to this! The 
question is; why isn't it obvious that since we
worshipped the Golden Calf we should not 
merit to be saved?

He answers in light of an argument that we 
find in the Gemorro in  Sanhedrin (63a) 
between two tannaim. 

It is written there; "Achairim (R' Meir) said, 
'if it wouldn't have been written (concerning 
the Golden Calf) the letter "vav" (which 
denotes plural) in the word "he'ehlucha" 
(brought us out) from the land of Mitzrayim" 
those who would do evil to Yisroel (meaning 
Bnei Yisroel themselves) would have been 
subject to annihilation.' R' Shimon bar Yochai
said, 'Whoever pairs the name of the One in 
heaven with something else is torn from this 
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world. for it is written, "...Only to Hashem 
alone!"'"

In other words, Achairim held that even 
though that Bnei Yisroel accepted the Golden 
Calf to be a deity they did not give up 
believing that Hashem was also a deity. If 
they would have completely abandoned 
Hashem only then would have they deserved 
annihilation. 

On the other hand R' Shimon bar Yochai held 
that even if a person pairs another deity with 
Hashem, since he is serving both of them and
not only Hashem, he deserves to be put to 
death.

In light of the above Zera Shimson explains 
the Medrash.

In reality in the beginning Bnei Yisroel did 
not want to make the Golden Calf to be a 
deity. Rather they wanted a leader who would
lead them since they thought that Moshe 
Rabeinu died.

The Nations of the World however did not 
understand that this was the case but rather 
they thought that Bnei Yisroel believed it to 
be a sort of deity. They realized that Bnei 

Yisroel still believed that Hashem was all-
powerful but they thought that Bnei Yisroel 
accepted that the Golden Calf also had some 
special powers. 

Therefore when they argued that Bnei Yisroel
should be destroyed and not saved they didn't
quote only the first Commandment, "I am 
Hashem your Lord etc.". This commandment 
only teaches us that Hashem is all-powerful 
(by the fact that H. took us out of Mitzrayim) 
but it doesn't negate that there might be other 
forces and rulers in the world. 

Therefore they quoted the second 
commandment, "You should not have other 
gods etc." in which we are commanded not to
accept ANY deity except Hashem.

Later on Bnei Yisroel admitted that they did 
take on the Golden Calf to have some type of
divine power but they thought that they still 
deserved to be saved in accordance with the 
opinion of Achairim.

However they concluded that we see from 
the possuk, "...only to Hashem alone" that the
halacha is like R' Shimon bar Yochai and 
therefore the only merit that they had to be 
saved was the merit of the forefathers. 

-----------------------------------------2-------------------------------

ֲאֶׁשר ָּכל ֵאת ְוָעׂשּו ָחְכָמה נַָתִּתי ֵלב ֲחַכם ָּכל ּוְבֵלב ָדן ְלַמֵּטה ֲאִחיָסָמְך ֶּבן ָאֳהִליָאב ֵאת ִאּתֹו נַָתִּתי ִהּנֵה ַוֲאנִי

ִצִּויִתָך:(שמות לא/ו)

I have also given  him (Betzalel) Oholiav son of Achisamakh of the tribe of Dan (as an 

assistant). (Besides this), I have placed wisdom in the heart of the wise. (Shemos 31/6)

Rebbi Yochanon said, "HaKodesh Baruch
Hue only gives wisdom to the wise... as it is
written "I have placed wisdom in the heart of
the wise." (Berachos 55/A)

The meforshim ask what is the purpose of
giving wisdom to wise people? By
definition, wise people have wisdom! Why
then does Hashem give them something that
they already have? It would be more
beneficial to give wisdom to ignorant

people! 

Zera Shimshon answers by first quoting the
gemorro in Niddah (69/b-70/a) that the
citizens of Alexandria asked 12 questions to
Rebbi Yehoshua ben Chinnana. One of the
questions was, "What should a person do to
become wise?" He answered them, "Increase
the time that you learn and mimimize the
time that you work." They argued, "Many
people have done that but they were not
successful?" (He answered back) "Pray for
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mercy from Hashem". (The Gemorro
concludes), "(Both are needed.) It is not
enough one without the other" 

From this Gemorro we learn that one who
learns with great hasmodo (long hours and
diligently) doesn't necessarily become wise!
He could still forget what he learns, not
understand things correctly, or not conclude
properly.  

We also learn from herethat just a burning
desire to become a talmid chochom and to
davven to Hashem to "make it happen" isn't

enough.

To become a chochom both are needed; to
put in the effort to learn long hours and also
to davven to Hashem to succeed.

This, concludes Zera Shimshon, is what
Rebbi Yochanon means that "HaKodesh
Baruch Hue only gives wisdom to the wise". 

Hashem only gives wisdom to one who "gave
it his best" and worked very hard to be wise.
Hashem answers such a person's prayers and
grants him true long-lasting wisdom. 

----------------------------------------3--------------------------------

ְוַאָּתה ַּדֵּבר ֶאל ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ֵלאמֹר ַאְך ֶאת ַׁשְּבתַֹתי ִּתְׁשמֹרּו ִּכי אֹות ִהוא ֵּבינִי ּוֵבינֵיֶכם ְלדֹרֵֹתיֶכם ָלַדַעת ִּכי ֲאנִי יְדָֹוד 

ְמַקִּדְׁשֶכם:

And you (Moshe) should speak to the Children of Yisroel and say to them, "However, keep

My Shabbosim because it is a sign between M. and you for the future generations.... (Shemos

31/13)

Zera Shimshon asks why does the possuk
refer to Shabbos in the plural (Shabbosim)
and not, like in all other places, in the
singular.

He answers by first asking another question.
The Torah writes the Ten Commandments
twice. The first time is in Sefer Shemos in
Parshas Yisro. The second time is in Sefer
Devarim in Parshas VeEschanon, when the
Torah retells the incident of the Giving of the
Torah. 

However, the text of the Ten Commandments
in these two places are not the same. In Yisro,
for instance, concerning the mitzvo of
Shabbos it says to remember Shabbos
because Hashem created the world in six
days and H. rested on the seventh.

In Parshas VeEschanon, however, it says to
keep Shabbos because Hashem took us out
of the bondage of Mitzrayim with a strong
and extended hand. Why the difference?

He answers according to the well known idea

that the decree of the bondage in Mitzrayim
was meant to be four hundred years. In
actuality, though, we left after only two
hundred and ten years (for a few different
reasons). Sadly, we are not exempt from the
remaining one hundred and ninety years. We
have to make them up through more exiles.

One more point.

When we we received the Ten
Commandments Hashem freed us from the
yetzer horro and Hashem also exempted us
from making up those one hundred and
ninety remaining years. Unfortunately, when
we worshipped the Golden Calf we were
once again faced with a yetzer horro and the
decree of one hundred and ninety years of
bondage was reenacted. 

According to this, explains Zera Shimshon,
Parshas Yisro was written before we
worshipped the Golden Calf when we were
on a high spiritual level. Therefore there was
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no reason to warn us to "keep" Shabbos,
meaning to refrain from doing work. We
were on such a high level that even during
the week the other nations did our work for
us (like it will be after Mashiach comes)!
Therefore the commandment is to remember
Shabbos (which refers to the positive
commandments of Shabbos) through making
kiddush, eating special meals and learning
Torah.

On the other hand, Parshas Eschanon was
given after we worshipped the Golden Calf.
Since our spiritual level fell tremendously,
we were now commanded to refrain from
working on Shabbos and not only to
remember it. 

In addition to this, since after the incident of
the Golden Calf the decree of bondage
returned we now have to remember that we
left Mitzrayim early and we are still in the

process of completing the years (which is the
reason that we were taken out with a strong
hand. If we would have stayed until the end
of the decree we would have simply walked
out the second the four hundred years ended).

According to this, Zera Shimshon answers
the first question of why is Shabbos in this
possuk referred to in the plural. 

This possuk, "However, My Shabbosim you
should keep" which is written right after the
commandment to build the Mishkan, was
said after we worshipped the Golden Calf. At
that time the decree of of future exiles was
reenacted. However, Chazal teach us that
there still is a way to be exempt from the
remaining exiles; if we keep two Shabbosim.
Therefore Hashem commanded us to keep
Shabbosim (plural) and not just Shabbos
(singular) in order that we will finally be
finished with the suffering of galus!

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in

the time of the Or HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim
about "practical kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away
except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos Shimshon on Avos.
He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name " Zera Shimshon") and in the
preface he promises for people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see
children and grandchildren like the offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and
understanding with houses filled with all manner of good things… and wealth and
honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the merit
of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her prayers and she
should quickly find her proper match along with all the other members of Clal Yisroel who
are also looking for their zivug hagun.

If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 
You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
In England: (208) 123-3788 and then press 2,1,4,24
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