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Parashat Naso

(A Sotah is a woman who has disobeyed her husband’s warning not to be
sequestered with a particular man.  She is now suspected of adultery, and
must undergo a procedure to clarify her innocence, or lack thereof.  One

element of the procedure is the bringing of a special meal-offering.)

 [eh:e}...mi ¦xŸr §U g ©n ¤w dẗi ¥̀ d̈ z ¦xi ¦U£r d̈i¤lr̈ Dp̈Ä §xẅ z ¤̀  `i ¦a ¥d §e

[The husband] will bring her offering for her, one tenth of an ephah of barley
flour.

(Almost every meal-offering in the Torah consisted of wheat flour,
so Rashi comments on why this offering was made of barley, which
in ancient Israel was used primarily for animal feed.)

.dn̈¥d§A l©k£̀ ©n Dp̈Ä §xẅ§e dn̈¥d§a d¥U£r©n dz̈§Ur̈ `i¦d ,mi¦H¦g Ÿ̀l§e
But not wheat; [since] she acted like an animal, her offering is [composed of]

animal feed.

It would be understandable if the Torah would refer to an
adulteress as someone who has acted “like an animal.”  At this
point in the Sotah procedure, however, we do not know if the

woman has actually committed an act of adultery, or if she has merely been
sequestered with a suspected man.  If so, why are her actions labeled as
animalistic, and why must her meal-offering be from barley, which was used
for animal feed?

When faced with a difficult or unclear word or
phenomenom, trace it back to its first appearance in the
Torah.  It is there that you will often find clarity.
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AN
ANSWER

CONCLUSION

Since we are discussing here the relationship between a man and a
woman, let us go all the way back to the creation of the first man
and the first woman.

{B’reishit 1:27} G-d created man1 in his image...male and female he created them.

This verse seems to indicate that both male and female were created at the same
time; later, however, the Torah tells the famous story in which the male was
created first, and then the first woman was created from one of his bones {2:21}.
Rashi answers the contradiction with a Midrash:

The Midrash Aggadah explains that He originally created him [the first human]
with two faces, and afterwards, He divided him.

The lesson of this Midrash is that man and woman were originally created as one
unified being; although they were later separated, their goal, as husband and wife,
is to recreate, as much as possible, their original state of absolute unity. 

This challenge--and potential--is for humans only.  No animal was created “with
two faces,” one male and one female; male and female animals were created as
separate entities and remain so2.  

It follows then that the more unity a human couple achieves, the more “human”
they become, and the less animal-like.  Conversely, any move away from a
couple’s unity is a step in the direction of the animals.  

We can now understand Rashi’s comment that the Sotah, even before it is known if
she has committed adultery, is considered to have “acted like an animal.”  By
defying her husband’s warning about sequestration, she has already shattered the
complete unity that must be every couple’s goal; as has been explained above, any
movement away from the unity that characterizes the ideal man-woman
relationship is a step in the direction of the disunity that characterizes animal
relationships. 

Rashi’s comment about the content of the Sotah’s
meal-offering teaches us a crucial lesson about the Torah’s

expectations regarding male-female relationships. 

1. Perhaps the Hebrew word adam in this verse should be translated as humankind rather than man. 
2. It is interesting to note that most animals mate only at certain limited times of the year, and few of them return to

the same mate the next year. 
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