
 
 

ואתה תדבר אל כל חכמי לב אשר מלאתיו 
)כח:ג( רוח חכמה  

And you shall speak to all the wise hearted 
people whom I have invested with a spirit of 
wisdom (28:3) 
 
The Gemara in Meseches Brochos (55a) tells 
us:  אמר ר' יוחנן אין הקב"ה נותן חכמה אלא למי

א' יהב חכמתא לחכימין ומנדעא שיש בו חכמה שנ
לידעי בינה. שמע רב תחליפא בר מערבא ואמרה 
קמיה דרבי אבהו א"ל אתון מהתם מתניתו לה אנן 
מהכא מתנינן לה דכתיב ובלב כל חכם לב נתתי 

.חכמה - HaShem only gives wisdom to the 
wise, as it says in the possuk, “And I placed 
wisdom into the heart of every wise hearted 
person.” 

The question arises: If a person must be wise 
in order to acquire wisdom, how does he 
become wise in the first place? Rav Chaim 
Volozhiner zt”l explains (Nefesh HaChaim 4:5) 
that the very first step in acquiring wisdom is 
having a great fear of HaShem, i.e. being a 
yarei shomayim. Dovid Hamelech writes this 
explicitly in Tehillim (110:11)  ראשית חכמה
 the beginning of wisdom is having a -יראת ה'
fear of HaShem. When HaShem “sees” that we 
fear Him, HaShem says, “This person must be 
smart”, and then gives further wisdom to him. 
Furthermore, we find in the Torah that yiras 
HaShem is also called chochma. The passuk in 
Iyov (28:28) states  ויאמר לאדם הן יראת ה' היא
 and he said to the people, “Behold, fear of-חכמה
HaShem is wisdom”.  

Why is yiras shomayim a prerequisite for 
obtaining wisdom? Rav Chaim explains that 
yirah forms an airtight receptacle in which 
wisdom can be contained and preserved. 
HaShem will only grant wisdom to those that 
already have a method in place to be able to 
hold on to the wisdom that was granted. That 
method of course, is yiras shomayim.  

But how does one become a yarei shomayim? 
There are many paths a person can take to get 
there, and there is “nothing new under the 
sun”. Though one thing is for certain, without 
 I have set Hashem before -שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד
me always (Tehillim 16:8), it will never 
happen. The “alef-beis” of fearing HaShem is 
being mindful that He is with us every step 
that we take.  

So how do we work on gaining this 
recognition? One suggestion that the seforim 
mention is placing ourselves in the right 
surroundings, and being near people that live 
a life of Torah and yiras shomayim. This way it 
will be much easier to grow and not be 
affected by negative influences. Generations 
ago, even the simple man had levels of Yiras 
Shamayim that few of us today have attained. 
This is because they made it a self-imposed 
obligation to feel attached to Tzaddikim. In 
this way, even in their simplicity, they never 
faltered. A Tzaddik radiates tremendous levels 
of kedusha because of his close attachment to 
Hashem. It is not difficult to draw from this 
light if we make a conscious effort. Since a 
Tzaddik is always attached to Hashem, by 
fixing ourselves to him, we will thereby be 
placing the fear of Hashem in our heart.  

Coming back to chochma, we can now suggest 
that one of the ways to acquire it is through 
the Tzaddik. Since keeping close to the 
Tzaddik can positively affect our yirah, this in 
turn can bring us to chochma. I have found 
proof to this idea in the words of the Kli Yakar 
on our passuk. He writes that the chochma and 
spiritual attainments of the artisans was 
thanks to Moshe, for his own exalted nature 
had filtered down to the people; i.e. as a result 
of their connection to Moshe, they were able 
receive the chochma that came from HaShem. 

 
 

Good Shabbos,   מרדכי אפפעל 
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