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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו -(ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita ••••  Vayeira 5777 

   The Judgment of the Righteous   

There have been three people who have tragically died in 

Bnei Brak recently. Rav Shmuel Aharon Lider zt”l, a young 

Avreich named R’ Menachem Eliyahu Maklev zt”l, and a boy 

named Alexander Ziskind Solomons zt”l. When we see that 

there is judgment on people in Klal Yisrael, we must ask 

ourselves why this is so. What have we done? 

The Passuk in Vayikra (10:3) states, “Moshe spoke to 

Aharon (and said), “This is what Hashem meant when he said, 

“With those who are close to Me, I will become sanctified.” 

Rashi explains where this was said, as there is no clear source 

that Hashem said these exact words. Rashi says that this is 

referring to the Passuk in Shemos, “And I will meet there (the 

Mishkan) with Bnei Yisrael, and it will be sanctified with My 

Honor.” The meaning here is not really My Honor, but rather 

those who honor Me. 

In other words, when Hashem was commanding Moshe to 

build the Mishkan, He mentioned that the Mishkan would 

become sanctified through the death of people who honored 

Him. However, Hashem did not say who this referred to.  

The Gemara in Zevachim (115b) says that when the Passuk 

states, “Nora Elokim Mi’Mikdashecha,” it really means, 

“Nora Elokim Mi’Mikudeshecha” – “Hashem is feared from 

those who sanctify Him.” When Hashem judges the righteous, 

this increases the Yiras Shamayim of everyone, and Hashem 

is praised and exalted. People do not understand why this 

happens. The truth is that sometimes Hashem does this in 

order to give merit to those Tzaddikim who die. This is 

because people think that Hashem is punishing great people 

for their actions, and they realize that they certainly must get 

their act together.              

                Feared, Exalted, and Praised                             

“Feared” refers to the fact that there is an increase in Yiras 

Shamayim when the righteous are punished. There are two 

types of Yiras Shamayim. One is fear of punishment, known 

as Yiras Ha’Onesh. The other is fear of the awesomeness of 

Hashem, known as Yiras Ha’Romemus. The Rambam 

famously writes (Hilchos Teshuvah 10:1) that fear of 

punishment is a level that is only appropriate for women and 

ignoramuses. [However, we have mentioned many times 

previously that Rav Yisrael Salanter remarked that nowadays, 

our hope is that everyone should at least have this level of 

Yiras Shamayim.] The fear of awesomeness is a level of 

being awed by Hashem’s presence. One can understand what 

this means, when they think about how people felt when they 

walked alongside the Chazon Ish. They were not afraid he 

would punish them, but were simply stunned by his greatness.  

We can therefore explain, that the generation that built the 

Mishkan already had attained the level of fear of punishment. 

However, they had not yet perfected their level of fear of the 

awesomeness of Hashem. Accordingly, Hashem understood 

that great people would have to die in order to enable the 

people to understand how they should have fear of the 

awesomeness of Hashem. Nadav and Avihu were the catalysts 

that caused Bnei Yisrael to reach this level upon their 

punishment. Hashem became “exalted and feared” by Klal 

Yisrael.                 

The only way that Klal Yisrael deserved to merit the 

Mishkan, which would be a constant Divine presence in their 

midst, was if they achieved a very high level of the fear of the 

awesomeness of Hashem. Hashem’s presence sanctified each 

and every person in Klal Yisrael everyday. They reached high 

levels of Emunah. These tremendous spiritual benefits given 

to Klal Yisrael were only appropriate for a people who were 

on a high spiritual level, which they reached after the death of 

Nadav and Avihu.     

Rashi explains that Moshe said to Aharon, “I knew that the 

Mishkan would be sanctified with those who know Hashem, 

and I therefore thought it would be me or you. Now I know 

that they (Nadav and Avihu) were greater than us.”  

Since they merited being the catalysts to cause Bnei 

Yisrael to be on a high level, they must have been on a very 

high spiritual level themselves. This is as the Mishnah in 

Avos (5:18) states, “Moshe merited, and he gave merit to the 

public, (therefore) the merit of the public is on him.” First he 

had to “merit,” meaning he had to have his own merit in order 
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to be on a high enough spiritual level to give merit to the 

public. Once he gave merit to the public, any merit that the 

public received because of him, gave him merit as well; as he 

was the reason that they attained this high spiritual level. For 

example, since Moshe Rabeinu caused Bnei Yisrael to receive 

the Torah, whenever a person from Bnei Yisrael performs a 

Mitzvah, it is a merit for Moshe Rabeinu as well.  

Regarding Nadav and Avihu, they received merit for 

causing Bnei Yisrael to reach a high level of the fear of the 

awesomeness of Hashem when they were killed. Moshe 

Rabeinu thought that this great merit would be that of himself 

or Aharon, and not Nadav and Avihu, as he did not realize 

that they had so many merits to be able to change Klal 

Yisrael, and elevate them to such a high level of fear of 

Heaven. This is why he said that now he realizes that they 

were greater than they were, as he now realized that they must 

have had tremendous merits themselves, if they merited 

giving such great merit to Klal Yisrael.           

                      Humility       

There is an obvious question on this Rashi. How could 

Moshe, who was the most humble person ever, have thought 

that only he or Aharon had such merits? By saying this, 

wasn’t he essentially saying that I know that I am a very 

righteous person as I possess the merit necessary to make a 

tremendous Kiddush Hashem? How is this in line with being 

very humble?  

The answer is that this has nothing to do with humility. 

Do we really think that humility means that one should 

not be aware of his self-worth? Is a righteous person really 

supposed to think that he is an evildoer? Knowing that 

one is exceptionally humble does not contradict being 

humble.        

Humility means that a person understands that he was 

given gifts that enabled him to become a very spiritual person, 

and he did not create these gifts on his own. He did not make 

himself smart, just as he did not create his own body. Hashem 

gave him these gifts, and therefore he has no right to become 

haughty, as if he indeed made himself. He can take pride in 

the fact that he has done Mitzvos in his lifetime, but he cannot 

become haughty and think that he is the best person in the 

world.        

How did Moshe realize that he should be humble, and 

should not be haughty? He realized this because Hashem gave 

him a brain that helped him come to this conclusion. He 

therefore understood that it was not he who should be praised 

for this unique depth of understanding, but rather Hashem.    

Many people understand that they should not take credit 

for their physical capabilities. If a person was born with a 

very strong physique, he is not a greater person than a person 

who was born weaker. After all, he did nothing to earn his 

physical prowess. He therefore should not praise himself or be 

haughty because he is strong. However, he does not have to 

think that he is weak! Similarly, a person who was born with 

great spiritual capabilities and a good head for learning Torah 

should not become haughty, as he did nothing to earn these 

capabilities. This does not mean that he should think he is 

bereft of Torah knowledge if he indeed is a Talmid Chacham. 

[He obviously should not think he knows more Torah than he 

does, but he is allowed to be aware of what he does know.]      

Accordingly, Moshe Rabeinu understood that he was the 

leader of his generation, and that he had the merits to sanctify 

the Mishkan. However, he did not become haughty, as he 

understood that this was due to his being spiritually gifted. 

[The Seforno in Shemos indeed states that when Moshe was 

born and “she (his mother Yocheved) saw he was good,” this 

means that she discerned that he would be a very spiritual 

child.] Moshe had even accepted that this would very possibly 

be his fate, to die at the inauguration of the Mishkan. He 

understood how this could elevate Bnei Yisrael spiritually, 

and how it would be a great merit both for himself and for 

them.                 

We see from here how the righteous only benefit when 

they are judged by Hashem. This causes the public to 

strengthen themselves in Torah observance. All of the merits 

at this time that are due to the public doing so, are attributed 

to the soul of this righteous person. He therefore reaps 

tremendous reward.   

      The Children of Rebbi Akiva  

.The Gemara in Moed Katan (21b) relates that two of 

Rebbi Akiva’s sons passed away during his lifetime. All of 

Klal Yisrael came together, and they made a tremendous 

Hesped and Levayah, showing the deceased and Rebbi Akiva 

great honor. The Gemara relates that when Rebbi Akiva saw 

this, he got up onto a bench and addressed the masses. He 

said, “Why did you come? If it is because of Akiva, there are 

many in the market called Akiva. Rather, you said to 

yourselves, “He has the Torah of Hashem in his heart (and 

therefore we must honor his sons).” In other words, he was 

saying that he recognized that this was not because of his 

personal connection with every one of these people, but rather 

because Klal Yisrael was honoring the Torah, as they saw him 

as representing Torah (due to his being one of the leading 

Torah scholars of his time). He then said, “Since you are 

involved in the honor of the Torah, I find comfort.”  
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The Gemara does not explain exactly how Rebbi Akiva 

was comforted regarding the death of his two sons due to Klal 

Yisrael being involved in honoring Torah. However, 

according to what we have stated above, this is 

understandable. Moreover, in Mesches Semachos (ch.8), this 

is explicitly answered. It says, “Rebbi Akiva explained that a 

person does not want to bury his children. However, I (now) 

know that my children will go straight to Olam Haba. This is 

because they gave merit to the masses, and if a person does 

so, he does not sin. Moshe gave merit to the masses, and he 

receives reward for their Mitzvos. He even taught that good 

things are caused by good people etc.”                        

In other words, once Rebbi Akiva saw that his sons were 

the sole reason that there was a massive outpouring of Klal 

Yisrael honoring the Torah, he knew that they had to have had 

many merits in order to be the cause of such an enormous 

Kiddush Hashem. This made him realize that they clearly had 

gone straight to Olam Haba, and therefore he was comforted. 

He realized that their death merely elevated them to a much 

higher spiritual level, and very possibly a higher spiritual 

level than they ever could have accomplished had they lived a 

regular lifespan.        

     One Who Has Merit Causes Merits 

We quoted the Mishnah in Avos (5:18) that states, “Moshe 

merited, and gave merit to the masses.” The Mishnah is 

teaching us that in order for a person to be able to cause 

others to have merits, he must first have merits in his own 

right. Accordingly, a person who is involved in giving merits 

to the masses must ensure that he does not lessen his own 

merits, as this will cause his ability to give merits to the 

masses, to lessen proportionally. I indeed know of a public 

figure who lessened his own merits, and hence saw his ability 

to influence the masses decline. He then repented, and started 

increasing his own merits, and suddenly was able to influence 

the masses positively once again, even more than before.  

Moshe Rabeinu had a tremendous amount of good deeds 

that he had done before he started to influence the masses. He 

was extremely humble, he loved his fellow man, and even had 

mercy on animals. [The story of how he had mercy on one of 

the sheep in his flock can be found in the Medrashim.] This 

gave him the ability to give merit to the masses, and 

eventually lead Bnei Yisrael into the desert, and accept the 

Torah from Hashem on their behalf.           

Since Moshe gave Klal Yisrael merit by accepting the 

Torah and teaching it to Klal Yisrael, all of the merits done by 

every single Jew in this world since the time of Moshe 

Rabeinu are to his credit as well. In a certain sense, this 

causes Bnei Yisrael to be considered Mezakei Ha’Rabim as 

well, as they are constantly giving merits to Moshe Rabeinu.                       

                  Olam Haba is Infinite 

One might think that Moshe Rabeinu already had a 

maximum amount of Olam Haba, and therefore Klal Yisrael 

does not need to give him more merits. However, this is 

incorrect. There is an infinite amount of reward to receive in 

Olam Haba. This is not the type of reward that a person tires 

from, as he has received it before. Every second there are new 

rewards in Olam Haba to receive that have never been 

received before, and this will continue for all eternity.                     

Accordingly, every single person in Klal Yisrael 

throughout history has elevated Moshe Rabeinu in Olam Haba 

whenever he performed a Mitzvah or learned Torah.  

 Similarly, the people who we mentioned at the beginning 

of the Sichah who have passed away recently have caused a 

tremendous amount of spiritual strengthening among the 

people of Bnei Brak. This merit that they have, shows that not 

only were they righteous, but that they are among those who 

cause merit to the masses. They receive credit for all of the 

strengthening done by everyone after their passing. This will 

certainly increase their portion in Olam Haba! 

A True Ba’al  Torah   

Every single person can be someone who gives merit to the 

masses. The Chazon Ish stated in a letter (published in Kovetz 

Igros Chazon Ish 3:62) that it is clear that a “true Ba’al 

Torah” greatly influences his surroundings, without even 

trying to do so. Even if a person with good intentions plans to 

positively influence the people around him, he will not do so 

more effectively than a true Ba’al Torah. It should be noted 

that the Chazon Ish did not say this only occurs if the person 

is a “Gaon” or “Tzaddik,” but rather a “true Ba’al Torah.” 

This refers to someone who clings to Torah, and all of his 

actions are according to the Torah. This person will greatly 

influence his surroundings, even if he does not give Shiurim 

or Mussar talks.       

The Chazon Ish is a primary example of this statement. He 

did not give many public Shiurim or Mussar talks. He sat in 

his house and learned Torah. However, his influence was felt 

in the entire world! The Brisker Rav zt”l remarked after the 

Chazon Ish passed away, that the entire world had changed. 

He said that the world that existed before the Chazon Ish 

passed away, was a better world than the world left after the 

Chazon Ish passed away.       

The Chazon Ish wrote (ibid.) that “a true Ba’al Torah even 

influences far away places, in ways that are not clearly 
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apparent.” I believe that this can be observed by comparing 

those irreligious people who live on the perimeter of Bnei 

Brak with other irreligious people who do not live in this area. 

People who live close to Bnei Brak are influenced by all of 

the great and true Torah scholars who are constantly learning 

Torah. 

          We Must Strengthen Ourselves    

How should we strengthen ourselves during this time of 

judgment, after the passing of these three righteous people? 

The Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar Cheshbon Ha’Nefesh 3:25) 

states, “Just like there cannot be a combination of fire and 

water in one vessel, so too there cannot be a love for this 

world and the next world that coexist in a person. This world 

and the next world are like two co-wives, who are constantly 

jealous when the other is receiving attention (from the 

husband).”  

We must realize the tremendous value of Olam Haba, and 

that we lose some of our Olam Haba when we indulge in the 

pleasures of this world. This is especially true when we 

indulge in honor.  

If a person is supposed to suffer in this world, he will; there 

is no avoiding it. The only thing that is effective is 

repentance, Davening, and giving charity, as they can annul 

suffering and bad decrees (as we state in our Davening on 

Rosh Hashanah). This is illustrated by the story of a person 

who went to the Steipler zt”l, and related that he was thinking 

of moving because obnoxious neighbors had moved into his 

building, making his life extremely difficult. The Steipler zt”l 

replied that if suffering came upon him in this fashion, it will 

not help to move. He will just receive this suffering in another 

form elsewhere. The only thing that can help is repentance, 

giving charity, and prayer. 

The way we can give merit to these three righteous people 

who passed away, is by strengthening ourselves in Torah and 

Ma’asim Tovim. There is no other way!    

May we indeed merit strengthening ourselves in their 

memory!                             

          

 (This discourse was delivered in Marcheshvan 5777.) 
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