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אל...ישמך אלקים כאפרים וכמנשה..בך יברך ישר .“  “ By you shall (the Children of) Israel bless saying: "May Hashem make 
you as Ephraim and Menashe…”  Our parsha introduces the most utilized brocha that Jewish fathers bestow upon their 
children. 

The Ramban points out that the pronoun “By you” is written in the singular, although addressed to Yosef’s two sons.  The 
expression “By you” actually refers to Yosef meaning because of you, Yosef,  Am Yisroel will be able to bless their children 
to be like Ephraim and Menashe. The meforshim explain that this refers to the astounding feat of Yosef in raising his 
children according to Torah values and practices in the face of such an adverse conditions in galus mitzraim.  

What made Yosef Hatzadik a model figure of chinuch banim? Let’s first define chinuch.  Rashi (Breshis 14:14) explains 
chinuch to mean “the introduction of a person or instrument into the work which he (or it) is destined to remain.” The 
Chovos Hatalmidim (introduction) expounds Rashi’s definition to mean developing the potential contained in person or 
object and bringing it to fruition. 

Chinuch banim refers to parents who are model figures and involve themselves in behavior, actions and techniques that 
will help actualize their children’s potential and cause their neshamot  to blossom. 

Rav Yisroel Salanter compares chinuch to a bird in hand; if you clasp it too hard, you will crush it. If open your hands, it 
will fly away.  If we demand that young Moshe should get up and say the entire tefillah with Abba, we may “crush” his 
desire to doven. Explaining, encouraging and praising, instead, will increase his appreciation of tefillah and will 
eventually arouse his own desire to participate in dovening as much as possible. This applies to all mitzvos. Harshness 
and criticism can bring our diamonds to feel rejected. Screaming and hysteria may crush their self-esteem. 

 On the other hand some parents feel that permissiveness is the proper rearing method. Perhaps they feel this is the 
way to express love to their children. As a result, the child will internalize the belief that anything they do is 
acceptable, leading to a false sense of security. They will feel frustrated when things don’t go their way. Defiance of 
authority is prone to occur. When faced with challenges, such children may lack the ability to cope. They may feel the 
responsibilities of Yiddishkeit are too demanding. We may lose them spiritually and emotionally.  

Yosef Hatzadik educated Menashe and Eprayim that they should not follow the ways of their insidious environment. He 
must have been firm, yet not demanding. It was important  to understand their mindsets, to be patient, and provide 
them with companionship for their didn’t have peer association.  It was required that he convey love, warmth, yet 
consistency and discipline. Furthermore, Yosef Hatzadik had to instill into Ephraim and Menashe a love of Torah and its 
lifestyle while explaining the boundaries and limits that were necessary for them to hold onto their identity. It appeared 
that Yosef had achieved the middle of the road of Rav Yisroel’s mashal. In general, a parent can convey a message if done 
so in a calm, consistent and positive manner.   

Furthermore, through his own example, Yosef Hatzadik inspired Ephraim and Menashe to adapt his lifestyle so that 
Egyptian culture would not make any inroads into their minds and hearts. Yosef Hatzadik’s incredible moral strength and 
unflinching emunah, undoubtedly, imbued them with kedusha and Yiras Shamayim that also helped to withstand the 
influences of the most decadent society of that period.  
 
We have similar challenges today. May the Al-lmighty grant us strength and hatzlacha. 


