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T he Ramban writes that there were
other tzaddikim in Avraham Avinu’s

era, but they didn’t reach Avraham
Avinu’s level. Avraham was exceptional
because he was tested ten times (asarah

nisyonos) and he passed them all.TorahWellsprings- Vayera

What is the purpose of tests?

The Maharal writes that the purpose isn’t
to know where we are holding, because
Hashem knows our level even before the
test. Rather, the tests are given to us for
our benefit, because the tests force us to

become better people.

For example, someone earning enough
money to cover all his daily expenses
doesn’t feel the need to develop his
emunah and bitachon as much as a
person who is struggling to put bread on
the table. But when he is tested, and he
doesn’t know how he will cover his bills,
he turns to Hashem. He begins to work
on trusting in Him. The test forced him

to fortify his bitachon.

Another common example is anger.
When there is nothing angering him, he
doesn’t feel the need to work on his
anger. However, when he is confronted
daily by obnoxious people who disturb
him, he is forced to work on his anger.
This makes him a better person.
Similarly, every challenge is an
opportunity for growth. Circumstances
force us to improve our character traits.

Avraham was given ten tests, and we
shouldn’t think that they were easy to
pass. They were tests, and he certainly
had to apply mesirus nefesh,
self-sacrifice, to pass them. The Maharal
writes that ïåéñð, test, entails the wordñð,
miracle, because one needs to apply
supernatural strength to pass a test. A
miracle is an event that is beyond the
laws of nature. Similarly, one must go
beyond his natural tendencies in order to
pass a test. Avraham did that, over and
over again, and therefore he reached

amazing, unfathomable, high levels.1111

1. Someone, who suffered great hardships, complained to his rebbe that he cannot endure
the tests any longer. The rebbe told him, "Take three pots, and fill them with water. In

one pot put a raw potato, in the second a raw egg, and in the third put coffee, sugar and
milk, and put them on the stove to cook."
An hour later the soft (raw) egg became hard, the hard potato got soft, and the boiling water
turned into a sweet coffee. The rebbe explained, "The boiling water represents life's tests.
Tests change people. It toughens the soft people, softens the tough, and it can make
someone sweet, like a sweet cup of coffee."
All challenges that come our way can change us. They are opportunities for growth, for
becoming a better person. People do not grow from the easy experiences of life. They grow
from the hardships, which they struggle over, to overcome.
The Gemara (Yoma 69: based on Nechemyah 9) teaches how the chachamim nullified the
yetzer hara for avodah zorah. The Gemara says that they prayed the following prayer: "This
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The Avnei Nezerzt’l said that people use
only seven percent of their potential.
(L’havdil, scientists say something
similar.) We have many talents and
abilities within us that are latent. This is
exactly one of the reasons we have
challenges and tests in life. They help
bring out our inner strengths, improve
our middos, mindset and ways, and

pushes us to maximize our potential.

The ten trials of Avraham (theasarah
nisyonos) are recorded inparashas Lech
Lecha and in parashas VaYeira. All of
the trials share a common thread – they
were all testing Avraham Avinu’s
emunah. The Pri Ha’Oretz writes that
whenever Avraham followed Hashem’s
decrees, only bad things occurred.
Hashem told him to go to Eretz Yisrael.
He listened and found a hunger in the

land. Then his wife was taken to Paroh,
and so forth all the ten tests challenged

Avraham’s emunah.

Avraham Avinu had absolute faith in
Hashem, even before the ten trials. At Or
Kasdim, Avraham was given an
ultimatum: either he abandons his faith
or he would be thrown into a fiery
furnace. Avraham didn’t flinch. Without
fear and without doubt, he declared his
allegiance to Hashem. He was thrown
into the furnace and miraculously
survived. Hisemunahwas complete even
before he was tested. The ten subsequent
trials elevated Avraham’semunahto an

unfathomable level.

In our generation we are also confronted
with difficult tests; tests that primarily
challenge ouremunah. 2222 Rebbe Yisrael

[yetzer hara for idol worship] destroyed the Beis HaMikdash, burnt the heichal, killed all the
tzaddikim, sent the Jewish people in exile from their land and it is still dancing among us!
You only gave us the yetzer hara so we can overcome it and acquire reward. But we want
neither the yetzer hara nor the reward."
A paper, with the word emes written on it dropped from heaven. Hashem agreed to their
claim. They fasted for three days and three nights, and then they saw the yetzer hara coming
out of the Kodesh HaKedashim (Holy of Holies) appearing like a lion made of fire. Zecharyah
HaNavi told them, "This is the yetzer hara for avodah zorah!" and this is how they got rid
of the yetzer hara.
But we wonder, why did the yetzer hara come out of the Kodesh HaKedashim? What was
the yetzer hara doing there, in the holiest spot of the world? The answer is, the yetzer hara
's purpose is to elevate people to the highest levels – to the Kodesh HaKedashim – because
when one overcomes the yetzer hara, he becomes a better person. We learn from this the
potential of a test. It is an opportunity to rise to great heights, to the Kodesh HaKedashim.
2. (15:5) “Hashem took Avraham outdoors and said, ‘Look at the heaven and count the

stars, if you are able to…Like them, shall be your children.’”
What is the parallel between the stars and the Jewish people?
The Yismach Yisrael explains: “Stars only shine when it is dark. The Jewish people also
shine when it is dark – when they are going through hard times.”
Reb Meir Shapiro explained this passuk in the following manner: Hashem told Avraham to
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of Rizhin zt’l said: “Before Moshiach
arrives, the tests will be onemunah. It
will be as hard to hold onto theemunah,
as climbing up a straight wall.” Several
other tzaddikim foresaw that the final test
will be on emunah, and this is the reason
there are people wholo aleinu stray.
However, those who are strong, and pass
the tests, will develop a very strong and

genuineemunah.

The Shlah HaKadosh taught that when
one knows that he is being tested, it is
easier for him to pass the test. He

writes that this is the reason the Torah
tells us about Avraham Avinu’s tests, so
people will be aware that there are
times when they are also being tested,
and their faith is also under scrutiny.
When they know this, it is easier for

them to remain strong.

Our tests on ouremunah today, are
similar to the trials that Avraham Avinu
endured. To remain faithful during these
trying times is not a simple feat. But
when we pass the tests, we become even

stronger than before.3333

count the stars, “If you are able to,” and Avraham began to count the stars. It was an
impossible task, because never he could. Nevertheless, Avraham did whatever he could.
Hashem said, “So shall be your children.” Your children should do the same. Hashem asks
a lot from the Yidden. Sometimes, it appears that the deal is impossible. Yet, like Avraham,
they start, and do what they can.”
3. People were considering building a girl’s school, in a non-religious area, as a kiruv

initiative, and they asked the Brisker Rav whether it was a good idea. The Brisker Rav
spoke with them about the great potential this can have towards bringing people to teshuvah,
and he told them the following story:
“There was a girl that was doing teshuvah, but her parents were against it. She tried to
keep her inspiration to herself, and she kept as much of the Torah that she could, under
the circumstances.
“Her parents owned a store. One Shabbos, they asked her to run the store, because they
had to go somewhere. She sat in the store and hoped that no customers would come.
Hashem heard her tefillos, and the store was empty the entire day. Towards the end of
Shabbos, someone came in to make a purchase. She was frightened that she may end up
transgressing Shabbos, so she told the consumer an exuberant price. She was hoping that
when he hears the price, he’ll decide to leave the store. Indeed, that is what he did. He
left the store. He wasn’t going to pay so much money, for something that was worth so
much less.
“She was relieved, but not for long. The man returned. He said, ‘I thought it over, and I
decided that since I need this product, I’ll pay your enormous price.’
“She said, ‘I made a mistake. The price is actually even higher.’
He left the store again. Soon he returned. ‘I’m willing to pay the higher price.’
“She panicked once again. She didn’t want to desecrate Shabbos, but she was also afraid
that should her parents somehow find out that she turned down a deal, they would be very
angry with her. She came up with another plan: ‘You’ll have to wait until my parents come
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TestsTestsTestsTests

On Yom Kippur, by Minchah, we read
in the Torah about the sins ofarayos
(forbidden marriages). It seems strange
that we read about these sins, on this
holy day. Themeforshimask this; how is
this section of the Torah related to the

themes of Yom Kippur?

Perhaps we can explain that there are
times during the year that one is tempted
(if even only in his mind) to lowly
matters (like forbidden marraiges,
chalilah). When this occurs, a person
may feel very lowly. He should remind
himself that we read about these on Yom
Kippur, because when one passes tests,
even lowly tests such as these, he
becomes sanctified with the holiness of

Yom Kippur. He shouldn’t think that he
is lowly, because if he passes the test he

is attaining the greatest holiness.

Someone was telling the Chazon Ishzt’l
the praises of a certainbachur, and he
said, “This bachur is so special; he
doesn’t even have ayetzer hara…”
The Chazon Ish replied, “If so, he’s a
baal mum (an ill person).” Because
everyone has ayetzer hara, and it is
passing those tests that makes us special

to Hashem.

Someone complained to Rebbe Mendel
of Vitepsk zt’l that he doesn’t have
respite from the yetzer hara. “Even
after I pass one test, it doesn’t take
long before I’m being tested again with

home,’ she said. ‘They’ll be home in a half-hour.’ She said this because it was a half-hour
before Shabbos was over.
“I’ll wait,” the man said.
“After Shabbos passed, she told the man the truth; that she was trying to keep Shabbos,
and therefore she raised the price and had him wait a half-hour. ‘You can have it for its real
price, now that Shabbos is over.’
“No,” he said. “I am a man of my word. I said that I would pay the high price, and that is
what I will do.”
“The girl was glad to make this sale, because she had feared that when her parents return,
and see that nothing was sold, they would accuse her of keeping Shabbos, and sabotaging
their business. But now she had indeed made a sale, with an incredible profit.
“When her parents came home, they were overwhelmed by the amount they earned. ‘This
is what you earned in the merit of Shabbos,’ the girl admitted.
“The parents saw how much one can earn by keeping Shabbos, and they ended up doing
teshuvah as well.”
With this story, the Brisker Rav encouraged those people to continue their kiruv activities
and plans, because one can accomplish a lot, if he tries.
Hashem’s providence was clearly seen in this story, but generally, things aren’t always so
evident. There are questions, questions, questions – similar to the questions that Avraham
Avinu endured when he was confronted with his ten tests. We feel at times like we are
climbing up a straight wall, and yet we persevere. We stand up to the challenge and pass
the tests.
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another test.” For example, he may
have a few weeks when he is
challenged with anger. When he
overcomes thatyetzer hara and thinks
that now he’ll be able to serve Hashem
with a clean heart, a newyetzer hara
arises. Now he needs to strengthen
himself and overcome theyetzer hara
for haughtiness, overeating, being lazy,
or some otheryetzer hara. One yetzer
hara was conquered, but new challenges

come up. He never has respite.

Rebbe Mendel of Vitespk told him that
when a yid passes a test, it becomes like
clothing for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Each
test passed, is another style of clothing.
People don’t wear the same clothes each
day, andkeviyachol, Hashem too, wants
to wear new clothing. Therefore, when

one test passes, another one arrives.

The Rebbe of Kotzkzt’l told the story of
each Yid: Hashem takes an enormous
ladder, and sends theneshamahdown to
earth. When theneshamahreaches the
ground, Hashemkeviyachol takes the
ladder away. Man’s duty is to get back
up to heaven, but he doesn’t have a
ladder to climb. Some give up right
away, when they realize how far they
are, and how distant the heaven is. Some
jump a few times towards the heaven,
fall, and then give up. But there are those
who keep on jumping and jumping –
they desperately want to get back to
heaven – until in heaven they have
mercy on them and raises them back up.

Similarly, in life, we have enormous
tests. Some give up right away. Others
try a few times, but when they see

they’re failing, give up. But there are
those who keep on trying. In the end,

Hashem will help them.

Someone came to his rebbe and
complained about all the hardships he
had in his life. The rebbe showed him a
black and white picture of a tzaddik.
“What do you see?” the rebbe asked him.

“I see the picture of a tzaddik,” he
replied.

“Look closer.”

The man looked closer and said, “I see
that the picture is made up of a lot of
black dots.”
The Rebbe replied, “Each hardship in
life is another black dot. When one
passes all those tests, that is when he

becomes a tzaddik.”

The Gemara says,ìë ìò ùåøãì àáé÷ò 'ø ãéúò
úåëìä ìù íéìéú éìéú õå÷å õå÷, “Reb Akiva will
expound on each point and drop of ink
of the Torah, mountains of halachos”
(Menachos 29). The Or LaShamayim
explains thatõå÷ can also be translated as
the hardships (points of pain). Because of
all these õå÷ and hardships, Reb Akiva
reached his high levels, and he was able
to discover thousands of new halachos,
because each test raises us to higher and

higher levels.

A sefer Torah was found during the
times of the Chasam Soferzt’l. No one
knew who wrote it; whether it was
written by a religious Yid, a nonreligious
Yid, or perhaps even a gentile. The
Chasam Sofer said that they should roll
the seferTorah to the end, and check the
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letters there. If the letters aren’t written
symmetrically, some are smudged, and
some letters are misshapen, it’s a sign
that whoever wrote theseferTorah made
a traditionalhachnasas sefer Torahfor it
(when lay-people fill in the final letters).
We can therefore assume that it was
written by a G-d fearing Yid. But if those
letters lack imperfections we have to
suspect that it may not be a koshersefer
Torah. It may have been written by
someone who doesn’t keep the Torah.
We add that on Simchas Torah we dance
with thosesifrei Torah, theseferTorahs
with uneven and smudged letters. This
signifies that Hashem didn’t create the
world for malachim. These imperfections
and struggles is the essence ofavodas
Hashem, and they raise people to their

highest levels.

The Vilna Gaonzt’l teaches, “We see the
wonders of the Creator, who holds onto
the yetzer hara like it was tied with a
rope. He doesn’t let theyetzer haratest
anyone, unless that person has the

capabilities able to overcome it.”

SilverSilverSilverSilver LiningLiningLiningLining

Last year, there was a special meeting for
shadchanim. The speakers at this event
encouraged the shadchanim to do
shidduchimin general, and in particular
with older singles. A bonus would be
awarded for eachshidduch finalized for
an older boy/girl. In addition, the
shadchanim received a list of older

singles in need of ashidduch.

One popularshadchanwasn’t invited to
this meeting (for whatever reason) and
was very insulted – rightfully so. Since

he wasn’t present, he also wasn’t
promised the bonus, and he didn’t
receive the list of older singles. But he
kept quiet, and he didn’t make a fuss
about it. Instead, he jumped into the
challenge. He made a commitment to
help older singles. By the year’s end,
he had made nineteenshidduchim for
older singles; far more than he ever

made before.

The lesson is, whenever one endures a
hard experience – as thisshadchanhad,
when he wasn’t invited to the meeting –
it is always a springboard for much
goodness that will follow afterwards.
And it isn’t only psychological – it is
true according to the secret ways that
Hashem runs the world. Fall and descent

come before elevation.

During the years in between WWI and
WWII, there were different opinions
among the rabbanim regarding a certain
community matter. This disagreement
created a conflict, in which the Imrei
Emes ztý’l was also drawn into the
debate and the ensuing bittermachlokes.
He wished he could have avoided the
argument, but as is often the nature of
such matters, he was swept along within

the dispute.

Once, the Imrei Emes was traveling by
train and met the Noveminsker Rebbe
zt’l. The Imrei Emes asked the
Noveminsker Rebbe to do whatever he
could to calm the machlokes. The
Noveminsker Rebbe told him, “We are
descendants of the Baal Shem Tovzt’l,
and we have a tradition from the Baal
Shem Tov that it is good for a
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community leader when there is a
machlokeson him, because it ismesugal
for arichus yamim (long life).
We derive from this that something good
comes forth from every hardship. There

is always a good purpose in the end.

A yeshiva bachur was once davening at
the Kosel HaMaaravi, l’havdil, next to a
non-Jew. The yeshivabachur watched,
as he wrote a note and placed it within

the crevices of the wall.

The bachurwas curious to know what he
wrote, so when this gentile left the area
he took the paper from the wall and read
it. It said, “G-d of the Jews, I want to
know who won the soccer game. Please
let me know. I am in hotel… room # …”
(This story happened when information
wasn’t as available as it is today, and this
gentile wanted to know who won the
game. Apparently it was very important

to him.)

The yeshivabachur decided to play a
prank on this man. He immediately
called his father and asked him to find
out who won the game. At first, the
father was shocked by this request. His
son was never interested in soccer games
before. What happened now? But when
he heard the details, he agreed to find
out. An hour and a half later, he called
his son and told him who won the game,

together with the scores.

With this information in hand, the
bachur went to the hotel and he said to
the gentile, “I am Hashem’s messenger.
You requested to know who won the
soccer game, and Hashem sent me to

answer you. Team A won the game.”
The gentile almost cried. “The Master of
the world sent me a message?” He was
shocked. He thanked thebachur
profusively and he paid him two
hundred dollars because he was

Hashem’s messenger!

This bachur went to his yeshiva, and he
repeated what happened to his friends.
They considered this gentile to be the
greatest fool because he thought the
bachur was really sent by Hashem, and
they couldn’t constrain their laughter.
When the Rosh Yeshivapassed by and
heard their ruckus, he asked what this
was all about. Thebachurim told the
Rosh Yeshiva the story and the
wise-crack that thebachur played on
the gentile. “He actually believed that I
was Hashem’s shaliach,” the bachur

said, joyously.

The Rosh Yeshivadidn’t laugh. He was
pensive for a few moments, and then he
said, “Don’t laugh at this gentile, because
he was correct. You were Hashem’s
shaliach.”
The Rosh Yeshivaexplained: How did it
happen that thisbachur read the paper
and decided to find out the information,
and then to go to the hotel to tell him?
It was Hakadosh Baruch Hu answering
the gentile’s prayers, and placed this
ridiculous idea into thebachur’s mind.
The Rosh Yeshivasaid, “Don’t you see
that Hashem answered his prayer, and
sent you as a messenger to tell him who
won the game? And if Hashem listens to
the tefillos of gentiles, how much more
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certain we can be that Hashem listens to
our tefillos.” 4444

This gentile davened to know the results
of a soccer game, and Hashem answered
his tefillos. This shouldn’t surprise us,
because it is possible to pray for
anything and everything. We shouldn’t
think that we can only daven for
important matters – such as health,
parnassah, nachas, etc., and that we
can’t daven for trivial matters. We can
daven for absolutely everything, because
we are hopeless and helpless without
Hashem’s help. So why shouldn’t we
daven for all our needs – even the most
trivial. How else will we succeed, if not

with Hashem’s help?

Students of Reb Pinchas of Koritz once
heard their Rebbe davening that his
household maid should return. The
students were certain that the Rebbe was
intending deeper ideas, and they asked
him his intentions. He clarified that his
prayers were literal and simple. His wife
was getting older and couldn’t manage
on her own and needs household help.
The maid had recently left them, so he

was praying that she should return.

The Rebbe added, “Whom should I
request from, if not Hashem?”

It is written, êéúøæò éðà ...á÷òé úòìåú éàøéú ìà
'ä íàð, “Don’t be afraid [the weak like
a] worm, Yisrael… I will save you,
says Hashem… (Yeshayah 41:14). In

4. The above story is true. There’s a parable with a similar message:
There was a pauper who needed one thousand dollars. He didn’t know how he could

raise this amount of money, so he decided that he would write a letter to Hashem.
He wrote, “To the Master of the World; my Father in heaven: Please send me a thousand
dollars. I cannot manage in my poverty…” And he signed his name below.
The postman was looking through and organizing the letters he received, and came across
this unusual letter addressed to the “Master of the World.” Where should I bring this to?
The postmaster pondered. He didn’t know eceak mewn di`, where Hashem is located. Intrigued
to know what this was all about, he opened the letter and read its contents.
The postman read about this man’s poverty, and he felt bad for him. He decided to send
him money. He wrote a letter, and signed it, “From the Ribono Shel Olam,” and he put five
hundred dollars into the envelope.
A few months later, the pauper needed some more money, so he wrote another letter to
Hashem. He wrote the letter in the same style as those who collect money from the wealthy
generally write. He began the letter thanking the Ribono Shel Olam for the help that He’s
given until now, and in particularly, for the first batch of money. “But the money that was
sent was already used up, and now I have more expenses… At the end of the letter, he
signed his name, and added, “This time, please don’t send the thousand dollars through the
post-office. The last time You did, the postman stole half of the money…”
Hashem listens to people’s tefillah. This pauper’s request was answered, through the
compassion of the postman. Because it is never him or another person who does things;
everyone is a messenger for Hashem. May all of our tefillos be answered, amen.
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this passuk, Klal Yisrael are compared
to a worm? Why? The Midrash
explains that a worm can fell cedar
trees with its mouth. Its strength is in
its mouth. Similarly, the strength of the
Jewish nation lies in their mouth, with

their tefillos.

The Gemara (Brachos 54) tells that the
giant, Og melechHaBashen uprooted a
mountain, held it over the heads of the
Jewish nation, planning to throw it on
them. Ants came and made a hole within
the mountain. The mountain fell over

Og’s head, and he couldn’t remove it. In
this way, the nation was saved. The
words of the Gemara are,êéøá àùãå÷ éúééàå
äéøàååöà úéçðå äåá÷ðå àöî÷ àåä “Hakadosh
Baruch Hu brought ants, and they made
a hole [in the mountain] and it fell on
his shoulders…” The Maharshah explains
that ants came, to indicate that the power
of the Jewish nation is in their mouths.
With their mouths, the ants made a hole
in the mountain, and this shows us that
our power is also with our mouths. Even
when we havetzaros, chalilah, we are

saved withtefillah. 5555

5. We can add some more reasons the Navi compares the tefillos of the Jewish nation to
a worm.

A worm’s strength is in its mouth, but its strength is gradual. The worm eats a drop, and
then another drop, and in the end, the tree collapses. Similarly, tefillah doesn’t always bring
immediate results. But one davens a little, and then he davens some more, and in the end,
he will receive his salvation.
Tefillah is therefore also compared to pouring water. As it says, ה ' פני נוכח לבך כמים ,שפכי “Pour
your heart like water before Hashem” (Eichah 2:19). If a person is thirsty, but the cup of
water spills, he will pour himself another cup. If the second cup spills, he will pour himself
a third cup and even a fourth cup, until he quenches his thirst. Similarly, in regards to tefillah,
one should continue praying until he sees results.
A worm only cuts down trees with its mouth. It doesn’t consider using an ax or any other
utensil to break down a tree. Similarly, we should consider tefillah our only tool. We should
have the feeling that we have absolutely no other way to gain results, other than with tefillah.
This is also the reason tefillah is compared to water, as it says, לבך  כמים  ,שפכי “Pour your
heart out like water…” When one pours out water, nothing remains in the cup. (Unlike oil,
honey, or even wine, a sign of the liquid remains in the cup.) One should similarly pour out
his entire heart in tefillah, and not leave in his heart any feelings of hope that he will be
saved through any other means. He should place his trust in Hashem, and only on Hashem.
Therefore, we say, עד  אלקינו  ה ' אל  עינינו  כן גבירתה  יד אל שפחה  כעיני אדוניהם  יד אל  עבדים  כעיני הנה 

,שיחננו “As the eyes of servants turn to their master… so are our eyes turned to Hashem our
G-d…” (Tehillim 123:2). A servant puts all his trust in his master, and he doesn’t trust in
anything else, because he knows that no one help him other than his master. We turn our
eyes to Hashem with this same devotion. We put our trust in Hashem, because we know
that no one can help us other than Hashem.



10101010 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayeraVayeraVayeraVayera

TorahTorahTorahTorah –––– AnotherAnotherAnotherAnother BreathBreathBreathBreath ofofofof LifeLifeLifeLife

Reb Isaac Perryz’l was a wealthy yid,
a renownedbaal tzedakah, who lived in
New York. (He reprinted theShem
MiShmuel and Avnei Nezer in a

beautiful format.)

When he became ill, he called a
well-known marbitz Torah (Torah
progenitor) of Eretz Yisrael, told him
about his health situation, and suggested
that they studyShem MiShmuelover the
phone every day. Themarbitz Torah
immediately agreed. At a set hour, every
day, they studied Shem MiShmuel
together and they warmed their hearts
with his inspiring and deep lessons. They
kept up this long-distance
telephone-chavrusah for a long time,
until Reb Isaac Perry’s disease finally

overcame him.

His levayah was in Eretz Yisrael, and
his chavrusah was of course present.
After the kevurah (burial) was
completed and most people had already
left the cemetery, the sound of a
cell-phone ringing (actually singing) was
heard, emanating from Reb Isaac Perry’s
grave. Whoever was present was
astounded… and a little afraid, because
no one had ever heard sounds coming

out of a grave before.

As it turned out, it was hischavrusah’s
phone. When he was shoveling earth
into the grave, his cell phone fell out of
his shirt pocket and into the grave.
When the chavrusah realized that his
cell phone was missing, he borrowed
someone’s phone and called his own.

That is when his phone began ringing
from inside the grave.

People who heard this story quipped,
“Reb Isaac Perry had a lot of money and
expensive properties, but he didn’t take
those into his grave. But on his final
journey he did take his
telephone-chavrusah, and all the other

good deeds that he performed.”

Everyone should have set times for
Torah, because Torah is our life. We will

explain this with amashal:

Someone almost drowned in the ocean,
but a friend saw him struggling in the
nick of time. He jumped into the water
and brought him ashore. When he
recovered from the ordeal, his friend
asked him, “What were you thinking,
when you were drowning in the ocean?”
“I had only one thought,” he said. “I was
thinking, ‘what can I do to live just
another second? What can I do to have

another breath of life?”

Torah is our life,åðééç íä éë. Our thoughts
should therefore constantly be,what can
I do to have just one more word of

Torah; one more breath of life?

The Chazon Ishzt’l was speaking with
someone about the importance of setting
aside times for studying Torah, but the
man said that he simply doesn’t have
time. The Chazon Ish told him, “The
hard part isn’t finding time. The hard
part is making the decision that you
will devote time daily for Torah. But
after you make the decision, you will
see that it won’t be so hard for you to

find the time.”
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The yetzer harastrives to prevent people
from learning Torah. The Midrash
(beginning ofBechukosei) tells us some
examples of theyetzer hara’s words.
(The Midrash is discussing someone that
rises early in the morning – when it is
still dark outside – and desires to get out
of bed to go to the beis medresh, to

study Torah.)

The yetzer haratells him, “Do you really
think you should awaken now, when you
are still tired? You will have a far more
productive day if you sleep some more.”
Or the yetzer harawill say, “It is still
dark outside. Perhaps a stray lion is
roaming the streets. You know that this
happens sometimes. It is dangerous.
Pikuach nefesh! Don’t go to the beis

medresh at this early hour.”

The yetzer harawill inevitably come up
with several other clever arguments to
prevent people from studying Torah.
What should one do to overcome the

yetzer hara?

The Midrash says that one should
considerwhat would I do, if my goal was
to earn money – and not to study Torah?
For money, one would certainly awaken

to make the money. He wouldn’t be
afraid of the lions, and he wouldn’t be so
concerned about being tired. If one
would do so for money, he should
certainly do the same for Torah.
The Midrash tells that Dovid HaMelech
would make this calculation, when he
needed to encourage himself to learn
Torah. As he says (inTehillim) éëøã éúáùç
êéúåãò ìà éìâø äáéùàå, “I consider my ways
and I return my feet to Your Torah”

(Tehillim 119). The Midrash explains
éúáùç, I made a calculation,éëøã, and what
would I do if this would be for money,
and not for Torah? êéúåãò ìà éìâø äáéùàå,
With this thought, I bring my feet to beis

medresh to study Torah.”

Another claim of the yetzer hara is,
“You will anyway not succeed in Torah,
so why should you try?” For those who
have this thought, we share the following

two stories:

A bachur told the Steipler Gaonzt’l that
it was hard for him to understand Torah
or to retain it. “As a child,” he said, “I
was blessed with a phenomenal memory
and with a crystal-clear understanding in
Torah. But when I reached adolescence,
something changed. I don’t understand
Torah anymore, and when I do, I forget
it soon afterwards.”
The Steipler Gaon told him, “Don’t be
upset, because the way it is now, is better
than how it was beforehand. You used to
acquire Torah easily, but Torah should

be acquired withyegiah, with toil.”

The bachur pleaded, “At least, give me
a brachah that I should have clarity in
Torah as I once had.”
The Steipler Gaonzt’l replied, “Also for
the memory, and also for clarity in
Torah, it is preferred when Torah is

acquired through toil.”

There was a story of anotherbachurwho
had a very weak mind. He never did well
in cheder, and as abachur he couldn’t
keep up with his peers. But he always
tried his best, and good friends helped
him along the way. When he was
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eighteen, he was able to study
Mishnayos, but he still didn’t understand
Gemara. He watched his peers studying
Gemara with Rishonim and was very
jealous. He came to the Steipler Gaon,
and complained about his fate.
The Steipler told him, “Do you know
what happens when you study
Mishnayos? Hakadosh Baruch Hu tells
the malachim to remain silent, because
He wants to listen toyour Torah.” The
Steipler uncharacteristically swore that he

was certain that it was so.

Regardless of one’s capabilities, always
make studying Torah your primary goal

– åðééç íä éë.

GemaraGemaraGemaraGemara

It is written, ìáá åúëìîî úéùàø éäúå, “The
beginning of [Nimrod’s] kingdom was
Baval” (Bereishis 10:10). The Or
Lashamayim taught that this is teaching
us the following lesson: When one
accepts the yoke of heaven, and he is
prepared to serve Hashem, he should
begin with learningTalmud Bavli. This
is the meaning of the phraseúéùàø éäúå
åúëìîî, the beginning of accepting the
Kingdom of heaven, isìáá, to learn

Talmud Bavli.

The final words of Rav Yitzchack of
Vorke zt’l were, “Learning Gemara is the

greatest purity of all.”

The Yanukah of Stolin (Rebbe Yisrael)
zt’l said, “Gemara can be compared to
bread, while chassidus (sefarimthat teach
chassidic concepts) can be compared to
butter. One can eat bread without butter,
but it is impossible to eat butter without

bread. Similarly, one’s main course of
study should always be Gemara. He can
study chassidus too, but only as a
complement, to give spice and taste to
his avodas Hashem, but it should never
be the main course.” Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai of Lelov zt’l would often
repeat this lesson. Rebbe Moshe
Mordechai would also say, “Mussar and
chasidus should be studied with
limitations (only for a certain amount of
time each day) but Gemara should be

studied without any limits at all.”

The Sfas Emes said, “Theyetzer hara
doesn’t mind it, even if one studies
Chovas HaLevavos, as long as he doesn’t

study Gemara.”

Rebbe Shalom Kaminka zt’l was
speaking with his chassidim about the
importance of studying Gemara. He said,
“When one awakens in the morning,
there’s an impurity on him. That
impurity goes away after one studies a

blatt Gemara with Tosfos.”

One of his students was inspired to study
Gemara, so he immediately went to the
next room to study Gemara. He didn’t
find a Gemara there, so he studied a few
chapters of Mishnayos instead. When he
returned to the Rebbe, the Rebbe said to
his students, “This man thinks that the
purity of Mishnayos is similar to the
purity attained through studying Gemara.
But it is not so. The primary purity

comes from studying Gemara.”

àøîâ is roshei teivosfor ,ìàôø ,ìàëéî ,ìàéøáâ
andìàéøåà, the angels who carry theKisei

haKavod. The Sefer HaChaim (from the
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Maharal’s brother) teaches that when one
studies Gemara, the angels surround him
from all sides, and theShechinah is
above his head.
The Toras Chaim (Kosov)zt’l taught that
these malachim are the Merkavah
(Hashem’s holy chariot) and similarly,
when one studies Gemara, he becomes
keviyachola merkavahfor theShechinah.

Hashem’s presence rests on him.

When the Avnei Nezerzt’l was ill,
doctors told him that he can’t study
Torah. The exertion wasn’t good for him.
During that time, the Avnei Nezer didn’t
study Gemara, because Gemara requires
a lot of energy to study. Instead, he
studied theseferíìåò úåðéçá (written by the

Rishon, Reb Yedeiya HaPnini).

His father-in-law, the Rebbe of Kotzk
zt’l, saw him learning thatsefer, and
asked him what he saw there. The
Avnei Nezer told him that thesefer
shows how the entire world is
foolishness, and our only pursuit and
purpose should be Torah andtefillah.
The Rebbe of Kotzk said, “These things
are well known to everyone. People
know that worldly gains are vain, in
comparison to Torah and mitzvos. The
problem is that the mind knows this,
but the body doesn’t. The body still
yearns for the vanity of this world. The
body won’t get the message from
studying about it either. The only way
to inform the body is by studying

Gemara in iyun (depth).

There is a lot to study, and we should
study as much as we can. But we should

never neglect the primary study – the
study of Gemara.

LikeLikeLikeLike anananan AngelAngelAngelAngel

When the Chumash discusses toiling in
Torah it says, åëìú éúå÷åçá íà (Vayikra
26:3). éúå÷åçá also means engraved.
Because when one studies Torah, the
Torah becomes engraved onto his soul. It

becomes a part of him.

The Gemara says, “There are foolish
people who stand up for asefer Torah
but they don’t stand up fortalmidei
chachamim” (Makos 22). They are
foolish, because just as asefer Torah is
words written on parchment, a talmid
chachamis someone who has words of
Torah engraved (éúå÷åçá) onto his essence.
We should therefore stand up for a
talmid chacham, just as we stand up for

a seferTorah.

What does it mean to have Torah
engraved on your essence? The holy
sefarim (see Tanya ch.4-5) tell us that
Hashem is united with His Torah. To be
engraved with Torah therefore also
means to be unitedkeviyachol with

Hashem.

The first word of theAseres HaDibros
is éëðà. The Gemara (Shabbos 105)
teaches thatéëðà stands for ààððéùôëúáéú

éúéáä , “I am giving you My soul in
written form.” When Hashem gave us
the Torah, He gave usHimselfand when
we study Torah, we,keviyachol, connect

to Hashem.

The Gemara says that in the future,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will hold asefer
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Torah å÷éçá (by his bosom) and say,
“Whoever studied it should come and
receive reward.” Only the Jewish nation

will come forward.

The Maharal explains that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu places the Torahå÷éçá
(bosom) to imply that the Torah is very
close to Hashem. And since the Torah is
so close to Hashem, when one studies
Torah, he becomes united with Hashem.

It’s not surprising that the Gemara
teaches from thepassukíéðéðôî àéä äø÷é,
that, “Someone who studies Torah is
more preciousthan a cohen gadolwho
goes into the Kodshei Kadoshim” on

Yom Kippur (Sotah4).

Also, the Chazon Ish writes, “When
someone merits knowing a lot of
Torah…he walks among people and
appears to be a regular human being, but
he is really a malach… His life is
exalted, above all praises…” Because
when one studies Torah, the Torah is
engraved on him, and he becomes united

with Hashem.

TheTheTheThe UtmostUtmostUtmostUtmost PurityPurityPurityPurity

Reb Nachum Shadikerzt’l would often
fast. Once, not long before his fast was
over, he asked his son to bring him a cup
of water. The son obeyed and asked,
“Father, it’s only a short time until
nighttime, when your fast is over. Why
did you decide to break your fast? Are
you feeling well?”
Reb Nachum replied that he feels fine.
He explained, “I was studying aTosfos,
and I couldn’t understand it. I realized
that if I would drink some water, I would

have a clearer mind, and I would be able
to understand theTosfos. That’s why I
asked you for water. But don’t worry, I

feel fine…”

Fasting is a great merit, but Reb Nachum
Shadiker understood that comprehending
a Tosfos was an even higher level.
Fasting purifies, but learning Gemara and

Tosfosis the utmost purity.

Napoleon said, “To win a war, one needs
money, and money, and more money.”
The same can be said about our war
against the yetzer hara: One needs
Torah, and Torah, and even some more
Torah. It is the best antidote for the

yetzer hara.

TheTheTheThe SalvationsSalvationsSalvationsSalvations EarnedEarnedEarnedEarned fromfromfromfrom ToilingToilingToilingToiling inininin TorahTorahTorahTorah

The Gemara says,éðåæîå ééç éðá, “Children,
life, and parnassaharen’t dependent on
one’s merits. They are dependent on
one’s mazal” (Moed Kattan28). It seems
that if someone was born with a mazal
to be poor, there is nothing he can do to
change it. Even if he improves his ways,
he cannot change his mazal. However,
Tosfos reveals that aìåãâ úåëæ, a great
merit, that can change one’s destiny.
Even if one’s mazal is to be poor, or to
not have children, if he performs a great

mitzvah, his life can change.

What is an example of a great merit? The
Eliyahu Rabba reveals that toiling in
Torah is a great merit, which changes
one’s destiny. As the Zohar teaches,ìë
àéìæîå àéáëåëã àéáåç éðéî ìèá äøåúá ìãúùàã,
“Whoever toils in Torah, he isn’t
influenced by the dictates of mazal.” His
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mazal can change, with the great merit of
toil in Torah.6666

Chazal say,äéäð ìëäù øîåà åàîöì íéî äúåùä
ïðåøñçå úåáø úåùôð àøåá øîåà ïåôøè 'ø åøáãá,
“When one drinks water because he is
thirsty, he should say,åøáãá äéäð ìëäù.
Reb Tarfon says that he should sayàøåá
úåáø úåùôð…”
The Kedushas Levizt’l explains that
water represents Torah (seeSuccah52).
åàîöì íéî äúåùä therefore means, “when
one studies Torah with thirst,” Hakadosh
Baruch Hu will say, åøáãá äéäð ìëäù,
everything he says ,and all his requests,
will occur. In the merit of Torah study,

Hashem will answer histefillos. 7777

It is written, åúìôú íâ äøåú òåîùî åðæà øéñî
äáòåú, “If someone refrains from hearing

Torah, histefillah is disgusted” (Mishlei
28:9). Basically, thispassukmeans that
if one doesn’t want to listen to Torah,
Hashem says that He doesn’t want to

listen to histefillos.

Reb Chaim Palagizt’l explains that
tefillah is us speaking to Hashem, and
Torah is Hashem speaking to us. If one
doesn’t study Torah, Hashem says, “Just
as you don’t want to listen to Me, I don’t
want to listen to you.” But when one
studies Torah, Hashem says, “Since you
listen to Me, I will listen and answer

your tefillos.”

Thus, learning Torah is asegulahfor the
tefillos to be answered. May we be
zocheh to learn Torah and that all our

tefillos should be answered.

6. On the words, תלכו בחוקותי ,אם  Rashi writes, בתורה עמלים  .שתהיו The Eliyahu Rabba asks,
how do we know that תלכו בחוקותי אם  is referring to toil in Torah? Maybe it is referring to

other mitzvos? The Eliyahu Rabba answers that the passuk promises many brachos, such
as בעתם גשמיכם  ,ונתתי etc. To change the laws of nature, one needs a great merit; one needs
toil in Torah.
7. The Kedushas Levi concludes, “Reb Tarfon adds, רבות  נפשות .בורא This means, in the

merit of studying Torah, one can heal the sick, and be mashpia children to the childless.”
The police were about to give a hefty fine to someone for some violation. As the policeman
was doing the paper work for the fine, his friends said to him, “Quick, make a kabbalah that
you will learn a blatt Gemara every day, and you will be saved.”
The man replied, “A blatt a day is too much for me. I accept on myself instead to say ten
chapters of Tehilim every day.”
The police was just about finished doing the paper work, and he was afraid that he would
be fined, so he made another kabbalah. He said, “I accept on myself (bli neder) to study a
blatt Gemara each day.”
The police finished the paper work, and told him, “We will meet in court.”
More than a year has passed since then, and the court hasn’t summoned him. He was saved
in the merit of his kabbalah. As Chazal say, מלכות  עול  ממנו מעבירין תורה  עול עצמו  על המקבל כל

ארץ דרך ,ועול  “Whoever accepts on himself the yoke of Torah, the yoke of the government
and the yoke of parnassah will be removed from him” (Avos 3:5).
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