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ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות נחשון לו “ 6:23

 ”לאשה

“And Aharon took Elisheva the daughter of Aminadav, the 

sister of Nachshon, as a wife.” Rashi quotes a Gemara in Bava Basra 110a – In 

view of the fact that the Torah tells us that Elisheva was the daughter of 

Aminadav, we know that she was the sister of Nachshon, who was also a 

child of Aminadav.  The Torah tells us that she was the sister of Nachshon to 

teach us that one who seeks to marry a woman should first examine the 

character of her brothers. A Braisa taught that most sons resemble the 

brothers of the mother.  Therefore, if one wants to gain insight into the 

nature of the sons he may have from his prospective wife, he should examine 

the character traits of her brothers.  Bava Basra 109b – Rebbe Elazar said 

that one should always cleave to righteous people, (meaning to marry into a 

righteous family), for Moshe married the daughter of Yisro (Tzipporah) and 

from them came Yehonason (who was a priest for Avodah Zara).  On the 

other hand, Aharon, who married the daughter of Aminadav (Elisheva) came 

Pinchos, a righteous individual.  The Gemara asks, but didn’t Pinchos also 

come from Yisro, as the Posuk says that Elazar Ben Aharon took a wife from 

 ,פיטם ,from the daughters of Putiel, referring to Yisro, who was ,בנות פוטיאל

fattened, calves for Avodah Zarah. The Gemara answers that Putiel does not 

refer to Yisro, but rather Yosef, who was פטפט, who struggled with his 

desires, and overcame them.  The Gemara asks – but didn’t the other 

Shevatim embarrass Pinchos by asking who gave him the right to kill a Nasi in 

Yisroel, when he comes from a mother whose father fattened calves for idol 

worship?  Instead, we can say that Pinchos’ mother’s father descended from 

Yosef, and his mother’s mother descended from Yisro; or his mother’s father 

descended from Yisro, and his mother’s mother descended from Yosef.  The 

point being that while it is true that Pinchos came from Yisro, he was several 

generations removed and therefore remained untainted by his distant 

relationship.  The Gemara seems to imply that because Moshe Rabbeinu 

married the daughter of Yisro, therefore he had a descendant named 

Yehonason, who was a Rasha.  Can it be so?  Was Tzipporah, the wife of 

Moshe, not a righteous individual? The following Divrei Torah will expound 

on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

אלא אי אבוה דאמיה מיוסף אמה “ – Bava Basra 110a – תוספות 

  The difference between Pinchos and Yehonason is that – ”דאמיה מיתרו

Yehonason was a descendant from Yisro on his father’s side – his father was 

Gershom, the son of Moshe, and the son of the daughter (Tzipporah) of 

Yisro.  Whereas Pinchos was a descendant from Yisro on his mother’s side, 

and therefore Pinchos was of greater stock than Yehonason.   

ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות “ 25 ,6:23 – חתם סופר 

לו לאשה ואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל. נחשון לו לאשה ” – “And 

Aharon took Elisheva the daughter of Aminadav, sister of Nachshon, as his 

wife.  And Elazar, the son of Aharon, took for himself from the daughters of 

Putiel as his wife.”  The Torah is teaching us how the Kohanim scrutinized 

their prospective wives’ families before marrying them.  Being that Aharon 

and Elazar were Kohanim, they needed to ensure that their spouses 

stemmed from families known for their lofty moral standards in Ruchniyos.  

Nachshon, Elisheva’s brother, was the one who took the first plunge into the 

Yam Suf, and it was in that Zechus that the Yam split, as it says in Sotah 37a.  

He was certainly on an exalted level of Ruchniyos.  This was who Aharon 

chose for himself as a wife.  Elazar’s spouse came from Shevet Yosef, and it is 

well known that Yosef was on an exalted level of Ruchniyos, and withstood 

the temptations of sinning when the wife of Potifar attempted to convince 

him to sin.  Rashi says that the wife of Elazar was actually a hybrid, and was 

from the family of Yosef, who “פטפט יצרו” – “opposed his inclination,” as 

well as from the family of Yisro on the other side, “פטם אל” – “he fattened 

gods” – of course he only did that before he came to the knowledge that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the One and only One Who rules the world.  Pinchos 

stemmed from the perfect mix. Pinchos had the backbone to cause others to 

withstand the temptation to sin, as well as to veer clear of serving Avodah 

Zara.   

ן"רמב  ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות נחשון לו “ 6:23 – 

 The Torah mentioned the identity of the mother of Moshe and – ”לאשה

Aharon as an honor to them, and also to tell us that she was the daughter of 

Levi, a righteous man.  There is a Remez that a miracle occurred for her (that 

she had children when she was 130 years old).  So too, the Torah mentions 

here the mother of the Kehunah, the wife of Aharon, to tell us that the 

Yichus was from the seed of royalty, from the Shevet of Yehudah, and that 

she was the sister of the great Nasi, Nachshon.  The Torah also mentions the 

name of Pinchos’ mother because he too was a Kohen, but achieved it on his 

own, just like Aharon did, as opposed to all the other Kohanim who were 

born into it.  The name Putiel tells us that he came from both Yosef and Yisro, 

and the name is mentioned as praise to indicate that Yosef and Yisro were 

Zoche to eternal Kehunah because of their righteousness.  One can also 

explain that it mentions Putiel, for in his generation he was esteemed and 

well known, and therefore mentions him as a praise for Pinchos (although we 

are no longer certain of his identity).   

יוסף כספי' ר  ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות נחשון “ 6:23 - 

 Moshe’s wife is not mentioned here because she was not from – ”לו לאשה

Klal Yisroel, and Moshe was compelled to marry her for he was destitute and 

on the run from Paroah.  Additionally, Moshe’s sons do not have a 

remembrance like the children of Aharon, and they were not Zoche to the 

Kehunah.  Perhaps they were not worthy for their mother was not of the 

great stature of Elisheva Bas Aminadav, the sister of Nachshon.   

ישראל מברונא' ר  ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות “ 6:23 - 

 The reason that the Torah tells us the identity of the wife – ”נחשון לו לאשה

of Aharon is to make it known that the Kehunah also comes from the seed of 

Malchus, kingship, as she was the sister of the great Nasi from Shevet 

Yehudah.  The Torah also mentions the wife of Elazar to give the proper 

Yichus to Pinchos, who was Zoche to the Kehunah in an eternal covenant.  If 

we do not know who Putiel was, then what was the point in telling us his 

name?  That is why Chazal Darshened in Bava Basra 110a that we wanted it 

to be known that the Yichus comes from Yosef Hatzaddik, and that is 

something important to note.   

 The Torah – ”ואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל“ 6:25 – רוקח 

says, “ויקח” by Aharon and Amram, yet here, by Elazar it says “לקח.”  The 

reason is because all of Elazar’s actions were performed completely L’shem 

Shomayim.  He saw a woman from the daughters of Geirim who was truly 

righteous, and he took her L’shem Shomayim.  (ויקח – implies that he took, 

and he had some personal motivation, while “לקח” implies it was taken with 

no personal benefit).   

ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות נחשון “ 6:23 – העמק דבר 

 seems to be superfluous, why is it needed?  From ”לו“ The word – ”לו לאשה

this word the Gemara in Bava Kamma 109b learns that one should always 

attach himself to good.  “לו” - the Torah is telling us that it was good “for 

him” for this person to be his wife – she was an appropriate wife. The 

Gemara compares the wives of Moshe and Aharon, whereas Aharon had an 

appropriate wife, and therefore had righteous progeny, Moshe’s wife was 

not.  Certainly the Zechus of the parents helped the children be righteous.   

 The – ”ואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל“ 6:25 – העמק דבר 

Torah says, “ויקח” by Aharon and Amram, yet here, by Elazar it says “לקח.” 

Additionally the word “לו” is extra.  This comes to teach us that although 

Elazar married from the daughters of Putiel, and the Yichus was not any 

better than the Yichus of Moshe’s wife, nonetheless he was Zoche to father 

the Tzaddik Pinchos.  Elazar married this woman, despite her being from the 

daughters of Putiel, for he knew that she was the right person who would 

raise him in Ruchniyos.  Being that his primary concern was for his Ruchniyos, 

and he knew that she was best for his Ruchniyos, he was willing to ignore the 

lack of good Yichus.  It was because Ruchniyos was his concern, that he was 

Zoche to have the great Pinchos born from his union with a daughter of 

Putiel.  As we know, that the Zechus that women have is that they keep their 

husbands away from sin.  However, Tzipporah was different, for although she 

was exceedingly righteous, she did not help Moshe Rabbeinu in his greatness 

at all.   

ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות “ 6:23 - יעלזו חסידים 

 The Chachomim say that if there are three generations of – ”נחשון לו לאשה

Talmidei Chachomim, the Torah will never leave them.  If one sees three 

generations of Talmidei Chachomim, and then the fourth generation are 

Amei Ha’aretz, one should not Chas V’sholom say that the Chachomim were 

wrong.  Know that that the reason that the Torah left them was because they 

intermarried into the wrong family, a family not worthy of being Talmidei 
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Chachomim.  When the Chachomim say that three generations of Torah will  

never lose that Torah is only where they marry into the proper families.  

Chazal tell us that one should sell all of his belongings in order to marry the 

daughter of a Talmid Chochom.  If the families are ones who are Yarei 

Shomayim, and are Machshiv Torah, then the Torah will never leave them.  

 Bava – ”ואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל“ 6:25 - זרע שמשון 

Metzia 55b – One should not tell the child of a Ger, “Remember the actions 

of your father?” – or to the Ger himself, “Remember your previous actions?”  

There is a Machlokes as to who פוטיאל refers to, Yisro or Yosef.  According to 

those who say that it refers to Yisro, how could the Torah speak in a 

derogatory manner about Yisro, by calling him, “ לפוטיא ” – one who fattened 

calves for Avodah Zarah, when Yisro had already converted to Judaism?  That 

is contrary to what the Gemara tells us that one must not mention his 

previous transgressions.  The Torah does not in any way mean to be calling 

Yisro by a derogatory name, rather the name used is actually a praise to 

Yisro.  Although Yisro cleaved to Avodah Zara and fattened calves for Avodah 

Zara, he nonetheless forgot the Avodah Zara completely. This is alluded to in 

the name פוטיאל for the name that represents forgetfulness is “פוטה” – he 

forgot the silly Avodah Zara, and attached himself to the “ ל חי-א ” the living 

G-d, Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  (We are not alluding to in his name what he did, 

in that he fattened calves for the Avodah Zara, rather we are alluding to what 

he had accomplished – in that he totally forgot the Avodah Zara and replaced 

it with Hakodosh Boruch Hu).   

“ – Bava Basra 109b – בן יהוידע  לעולם ידבק אדם : אמר רבי אלעזר

 Rebbe Elazar said that one should always cleave to righteous“ – ”בטובים

people.”  What does Rebbe Elazar mean when he says, “לעולם” – “always?”  

Rebbe Elazar is coming to tell us a great Chiddush here that we learn from 

what happened with Moshe Rabbeinu.  Even if one finds himself in an 

extremely difficult situation, like that of Moshe, he nonetheless must do 

anything and everything in his power to find a wife who is a צנועה, כשרה ,

 comes from a proper family, modest and pious.  Moshe was a -  וחסודה

Tzaddik and a Tahor, holy from the womb of his mother, to the degree that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said about him, “בכל ביתי נאמן הוא.”  He had a 

tremendous amount of Zechusim due to his numerous virtuous deeds – so 

much that the amount cannot even be counted.  With all of that, it was not 

enough that all of his progeny should stay on the path of Avodas Hashem, for 

he had a descendant, Yehonason, who became a priest for Avodah Zara.  

Moshe was in an exceedingly difficult situation when he married his wife.  He 

had to run away from Mitzrayim in fear of his life, and ran to Midyan.  He 

could not marry from a family of Klal Yisroel, for they were all in Mitzrayim.  

He was therefore left with no alternative except to marry the daughter of 

Yisro, Tzipporah.  Although Moshe was considered an Oness, it was 

unavoidable, nonetheless, Yehonason was an outcome of their marriage, and 

therefore Rebbe Elazar tells us, “always” – in all situation; cleave only to 

righteous people – make sure to get an appropriate wife.   

ואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל לו “ 6:25 - תפארת יעקב 

 that Elazar took for himself a – ”לו“ ,Why does the Posuk say twice – ”לאשה

wife?  First Elazar, “לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל” – took for himself from the 

daughters of Putiel to raise her.  After that, “לו לאשה” – he took her for a 

wife.   

ואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל לו “ 6:25 - מדרש הגדול 

אשהל ” – Rebbe Yehoshua says that Putiel is Yisro, and why was Yisro called 

Putiel – it was because Hakodosh Boruch Hu illuminated him with Teshuva.  

In Loshon Yavan “פוט” – is a candle. (Yisro took one step towards Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu helped illuminate the way for him to 

achieve a complete Teshuva).  

י שטייף"מהר   to him,” teaches us“ – ”לו“ The – ”לו לאשה“ 6:20 – 

that she was permitted to him, for she was Megayeir, she converted, and the 

Gemara in Yevomos 22a says that one who converts is like a newborn baby, 

and all previous relationships are severed by the conversion. When Elazar 

took his wife, the Posuk also says, “לו”, the Kiddushin worked there as well, 

for although she was a Giyores, Elazar was not yet a Kohen (a Kohen is not 

allowed to marry a Giyores).  The word “לו” also teaches us that she was 

designated for him, it was his match from Shomayim, and therefore he 

married her.  Although Elazar’s wife was from the daughters of Yisro, she was 

the one designated for him from Shomayim.  The Torah would prohibit one 

to marry his aunt; nonetheless, before Matan Torah it was permitted for 

Amram to marry his aunt.  We have proof that in fact she was designated for 

him from the Posuk telling us, “ותלד לו את אהרן ואת משה” – “And she bore 

Aharon and Moshe”, who were great Tzaddikim. For these two Tzaddikim to 

come from her, it must have been that Yocheved was the designated one for 

Amram in Shomayim.   

 And“ – ”ויקח עמרם את יוכבד דדתו לו לאשה“ 6:20 – מאור ושמש 

Amram took his aunt Yocheved for himself as a wife.”  Although it was before 

Matan Torah and one was permitted to marry his aunt, why did he do 

something which after Matan Torah would be prohibited?  Why does the 

Torah permit a man to marry his niece, but not his aunt?  There is a concept 

of a male and female in all matters of the world, and the male is called the 

Mashpia (giving to others) while the female is called the Mekabel (accepting 

from others).  In all of these partnerships, the Mashpia must be greater than 

the Mekabel.  Therefore it is permitted for a male to take his brother’s 

daughter, or sister’s daughter, for he is the Mashpia and she is the Mekabel.  

He is greater from an earlier generation.  He is prohibited to marry his aunt 

for she is from an earlier generation and would be greater than him.  There is 

one exception to this rule, and that is the Torah Hakdosha.  There are times 

that the Talmid can be greater than the Rav, and the main way for one to 

truly attain the Torah is by making himself small, and humbling himself.  One 

should be ready to learn Torah from all people, greater or lower than him.   

The Torah alludes to us this concept of Amram marrying his aunt, and their 

union bringing forth Moshe Rabbeinu, who was Mekabel the Torah.  Amram 

marries his aunt to teach us this lesson that to attain the Torah, one must 

humble himself.  

 Anaf Bisyah V’Tziporah – It says in the Sefer – מדרש תלפיות 

Yalkut Dovid in the name of the Zohar - Bisyah, the daughter of Paroah, and 

Tzipporah, the daughter of Yisro, were twins, and were the sisters of Moshe.  

Paroah and Yisro took them from the market because of their beauty, and 

treated them like daughters. Although Moshe was permitted to take Bisyah 

for a wife because it was before Matan Torah, he did not marry her for she 

was impure from the Avodah Zara in the house of Paroah. Although Bisyah 

went to wash herself and purify herself from the Avodah Zara, she was not 

completely purified and therefore Moshe did not marry her.  Moshe married 

Tzipporah, who was pure.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why one must look into the 

family, the brother, of a perspective girl before marrying her, and understand 

why Yehonason came from Moshe and Tzipporah. Tzipporah was a truly 

righteous individual.  Her father was a priest of Avodah Zara, yet turned away 

from it in order to serve Hashem.  Nothing derogatory should be said about 

Yisro, yet there is importance to Yichus. Yichus, pedigree, is really important 

to the extent of the surrounding and the environment that a person is raised 

in. Each and every person has Bechirah, choice, to choose the path that he 

will lead: the path of Avodas Hashem or Chas V’sholom a different path.  Yet 

there is a concept that people have certain leanings towards certain things.  

One who comes from good Yichus, has an easier time choosing to go in the 

right direction.  He, his parents, and perhaps his grandparents, were brought 

up in a Torahdig home, and that has a profound influence on them.  Elazar 

married completely L’shem Shomayim, and his house was one of complete 

Ruchniyos.  Therefore it was easier for him to be Zoche to have the great 

Tzaddik Pinchos as a child of his.  However, Moshe Rabbeinu, despite his 

greatness, unfortunately had Yehonason as a descendent.  His wife 

Tzipporah, while righteous in her own right, did not always have purity 

around her.  Therefore, although it was not a given but a path chosen by 

Yehonason, Yehonason became a priest of Avodah Zara.  One must be 

certain to look into the pedigree of a perspective Shidduch, yet one must 

know that one can create his own Yichus as well.  If one marries completely 

L’shem Shomayim, and builds a proper home, he gives his children and his 

progeny a better chance of choosing the right path – the path of Avodas 

Hashem.  May each person in Klal Yisroel be Zoche to find their Shidduch 

which is designated for them from Shomayim in the near future, and be 

Zoche to build a Bayis Ne’eman B’Yisroel.   


