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מזבח אדמה תעשה לי וזבחת עליו את עלתיך ואת שלמיך את “ 20:21
צאנך ואת בקרך, בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי אבוא אליך 

 ”וברכתיך

“An Altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall slaughter on 

it your Olah-offerings and your peace-offerings, your flock and your 

cattle; in every place where I will mention My Name, I shall come to 

you and bless you.”  The Mishkan had two Mizbeichos.  The one 

inside the Mishkan was made of wood and coated with gold.  The 

one in the courtyard was made of wood and coated with copper.  

The Posuk here is speaking of the Mizbe’ach that was in the 

courtyard, called a “מזבח אדמה” – “an Altar of earth.”  The first part of 

the Posuk tells us about the Mizbe’ach of the courtyard, while the 

second half of the Posuk speaks about mentioning Hashem’s Name.  

What is the connection between the first part of the Posuk and the 

second part of the Posuk? The following Divrei Torah will expound 

on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

י"רש   The Mizbe’ach  should – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 – 

not be built on pillars or on a base.  Alternatively, it is called a  מזבח

 because  the hollow of the copper altar would be filled with אדמה

earth when Klal Yisroel were encamped.  “תעשה לי” – From the 

outset, the Mizbe’ach should be constructed for “My sake.”   “ בכל

 Where I (Hashem) will give you permission to“ – ”מקום אשר אזכיר שמי

mention My Explicit Name, there I shall come to you and bless you.”  

We learn from here that one can only say the actual Shem Hashem 

in a place where the Shechina comes, and that is the Bais 

Hamikdash.   

 seems to be ”לי‘ The word -  ”תעשה לי“ 20:21 – לקט בהיר 

superfluous.  Rashi learns from this word that the Mizbe’ach  must 

be built Lishma - for the sake of Hashem.   

 Hakodosh – ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי“ 20:21 – מזרחי 

Boruch Hu is speaking to Klal Yisroel.  It would seem that the Posuk 

should have said, “ את שמי תזכירבכל המקום אשר  ” – “In every place that 

‘you’ will mention My Name”, and not, “In every place that I will 

mention My Name.”  Therefore Rashi learns this Posuk to mean that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu grants “permission” to mention His Name, only 

in a place where the Shechina resides.                 

 Rebbe Avrohom – ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי“ 20:21  - טור 

explains the Posuk that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is saying, “In the place 

that I shall place a Zeicher, remembrance, for My Name, if you will 

come to that place, I as well will come to that place and bless you.”  

 The Posuk – ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי“ 20:21   - רבינו בחיי 

should have said, “תזכיר”.   For in all places that man mentions the 

Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, whether in a place of Tefilah or any 

other place, there, the one mentioning the Shem Hashem, will be 

blessed.   

 ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי אבוא אליך וברכתיך“ 20:21  - פענח רזא 

– The Gematria of אבוא is equal to ten.  This is to tell us that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is saying, “If I find a quorum of ten people in 

the Bais Hakneses, then I will come to you and bless you.”        

 I (Hashem) – ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי“ 20:21  - בכור שור 

will command in the future to mention My Name, when My 

Shechina will rest amongst you – as in Shiloh, Nov, and Givon.                              

מזבח אדמה תעשה לי וזבחת עליו את עלתיך ואת “ 1:95a -  20:21 – זוהר 

 We learn from this Posuk that if one is – ”שלמיך את צאנך ואת בקרך

Makriv his son as a Korbon for Hashem – namely by giving his son a 

Bris Milah - it is as if he brought all of the Korbonos in the world to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  “אשר אזכיר את שמי” – refers to Bris Milah, as it 

says in Tehillim 25:14 “ ליראיו ובריתו להודיעם 'סוד ד ” – “The secret of 

Hashem is revealed to those who fear Him, and His covenant to 

inform them.” 

בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי אבוא אליך “ 3:239a – 20:21 – זוהר 

 Come and see the hidden secrets of the Middos of – ”וברכתיך

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One of Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Middos is to 

deal with each individual measure for measure – the way he acts 

towards Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the way Hakodosh Boruch Hu treats 

him.  There are seventy פנים, faces, of the Torah.  “ בכל המקום אשר אזכיר

 ”all places that “you– תזכיר The Posuk should have said -  ”את שמי

mention my name.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is saying, “That Midah with 

which I mention My Name through your righteous deeds, with that 

same Midah (measure for measure) ‘ וברכתיך אבוא אליך ’ – I will come 

to you and bless you – give you reward.”     

 The Torah says – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21  - אבן עזרא 

(20:20), “You shall not make with Me gods of gold and silver”, with 

the intent that through their forms they would receive the power 

from ‘Above,’ in order for them to be intermediaries between Me 

and you.  The reason for this prohibition is that Hashem says that 

wherever He permits His Name to be mentioned, He will go there 

and bless Klal Yisroel.  Therefore there is no need for an 

intermediary.   

ן"רמב   From the outset, the – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 - 

Mizbe’ach  must be made exclusively for Hashem.  And only there 

may they slaughter burnt offerings and the peace offerings, and not 

to the demons on the open field.  Wherever they will mention His 

Name, He will come to them in His glory to cause His Presence to 

dwell among them, and to bless them. 

“ 20:20 – ספורנו  אלקי כסף, לא תעשון אתי ” – “You shall not make 

with Me gods of silver.”  Now since you saw that you do not need an 

intermediary to come close to Me, do not make with Me such silver 

gods to serve as an intermediaries.    

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – 20:19 “ , ישראל אל משה כה תאמר אל בני' ויאמר ד

 And Hashem said to Moshe: This is“ – ”אתם ראיתם כי מן השמים דברתי עמכם

what you shall say to B’nei Yisroel: You have seen that I have spoken 

with you from heaven.”  These five Pesukim (20:19-24) inform us of 

the momentous and far-reaching consequences of our direct 

relationship with Hashem, which the people as a whole, and every 

individual separately, experienced through the revelation on Har 

Sinai.  They saw plainly that Hashem spoke directly to all of them, to 

each and every Yid.  They realized that no intermediary and no 

intermediation is needed for Hashem to be close to us.  This 

realization should banish from our midst, for all time, any attempt to 

make a representation of anything to place at His side, even if only 

to represent Hashem Himself before our eyes. When Hashem wishes 

to show us His Presence and special closeness, we perceive them in 

the form of His blessing.  We perceive Hashem and become certain 

of His closeness through His workings, not through a physical 

representation.  We indeed have symbols in our midst: symbolic 

representations, objects and acts.  However, and herein lies the 

difference between Jewish symbolism and other symbolisms – man 

does not need these symbols in order to represent to himself the 

Divine, rather Hashem needs them in order to show man the human 

traits that He demands of him. “אזכיר את שמי” – “Wherever I would 
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have My Name remembered, wherever I wish to reveal My special 

Presence so that people will say, ‘Hashem is there’ (Yechezkel 

48:35), you will not have to look for Me in images, but will recognize 

Me in the blessing that I will bestow upon you.” 

“ 20:21 - בן איש חי  דמה תעשה לימזבח א ” – Brochos 26b – “ תפילות

 At times when there is no Bais Hamikdash to – ”כנגד תמידים תיקנום

bring Korbonos, Tefilah stands in the place of the Korbonos.  One 

who is Mispalel with his mouth the holy words of Tefilah, his mouth 

is the “Mizbe’ach .”  The letters of the Tefilah are called “stones,” as 

they are called in Sefer Yetzira.  “מזבח אדמה תעשה לי” – One should 

enunciate the words of Tefilah from his mouth properly, “ ולא תבנה

גזית אתהן ”, and he should not swallow (speak unclearly) his words so 

that they are broken up, “חרב) – ”כי חרבך הנפת עליה ותחללה – refers to 

language) – for you will corrupt the language, which can come to 

desecration of the Tefilah.  Example – “בעל גבורות” – if not said 

properly can sound like “בל גבורות” which instead of saying that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the Master of mighty deeds – one is Chas 

V’sholom saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu has no mighty deeds.   

This is one of many examples, and therefore one must be vigilant in 

saying the words properly.   

ח פלטיאל"ר   When one – ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי“ 20:21 - 

brings a Korbon, he says Hashem’s Name when he makes the 

Brocha, אלקינו מלך העולם אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו על שחיטת זבח' ברוך אתה ד .   

 The Torah tells – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 - רבינו יונה אבן גאנח 

us that the Mizbe’ach  is to be attached to the ground, as opposed 

to the custom of the Avodah Zara who are upon high mountains. 

 This is a warning – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 - ילקוט האוזבי 

that man should not become conceited due to his wealth.  If one 

sees himself as part of the ground, and does not become arrogant, 

then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will help him.     

 The Ralbag says that – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 - חצי מנשה 

the Mizbe’ach  must always be attached to the ground.  This is to let 

it be known that the Hashgacha of Hakodosh Boruch Hu applies 

primarily to those who are humble – attached to the ground.  

 One who is humble, and – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 - פני דוד 

one who learns Torah, is as if he brought Korbonos.  Conversely, one 

who is haughty is considered as if he sinned and had illicit relations.  

The Posuk here is telling us that one should slaughter his Yetzer and 

see himself as dirt from the ground.  If one does this, then his 

Korbonos will rise and be accepted up in Shomayim.  

“ 20:21 - העמק דבר  כיר את שמי אבוא אליך וברכתיךבכל המקום אשר אז ” 

– The entire Torah are words of the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

One who learns at night – the Shechina is opposite him, as it says in 

Meseches Tamid.  One who learns Torah at night causes that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is there with him, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

learns with that person, saying the Torah, which is the Shem 

Hashem. 

 You shall not“  - ”ולא תעלה במעלת על מזבחי“ 20:23 – ישא ברכה 

ascend My Altar on steps.”  Why was there כבש, a ramp, by the 

Mizbe’ach ?  The main purpose of Avodah to Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

to pass the Nisyonos, tests, which come his way.  One can only 

withstand his test by כבישת היצר, squelching his desire and following 

the Rotzon Hashem.  Through one being כובש his desire, he can 

elevate himself on the כבש towards Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

 ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי אבוא אליך וברכתיך“ 20:21  - אמרי שפר 

– Yalkut Malachi 987 – Malachi 1:11 “ ובכל מקום מקטר מגש לשמי ומנחה

 And in every place where offerings are presented to My“ – ”טהורה

Name, and also pure meal-offerings.”  What is the Posuk referring to 

that is a Mincha Tehora, a pure Mincha, all day?  This refers to the 

Talmid Chochom who sits and toils in Torah all day.  Menochos 110a 

– When one toils in the Parshah of Olah it is as if he brought a 

Korbon Olah.  Therefore, one who toils in the study of the Korbonos, 

is considered as if he brings Korbonos and Menochos all day.  With 

this understanding, we have a sweet P’shat in the words, “ אזכיר את

 If one brings a Korbon, he is the one who mentions the Shem  ”.שמי

Hashem.  However, what happens when there is no Bais 

Hamikdash?  The Posuk is telling us that if one learns Torah, then it 

is as if he brought a Korbon – meaning that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

brings it for him.  The Posuk says that if one learns Torah, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will mention His Name on your behalf, and because of it 

He will come to you and give you Brocha.     

 ”בכל המקום אשר אזכיר את שמי אבוא אליך וברכתיך“ 20:21 - באר משה 

– Mechilta – Hakodosh Boruch Hu reveals Himself in the Bais 

Habechira – the Bais Hamikdash.  Brochos 6a – One who sits and 

learns, the Shechina is with him, even not in the Bais Hamikdash.  

One who learns the Torah Hakdosha creates Kedusha in that spot, 

and this allows for the Shechina to join him.   

“ 20:21 - חתן סופר  ת שמי אבוא אליך וברכתיךבכל המקום אשר אזכיר א ” – 

My great brother, Shaul , told me a P’shat in these words.  There are 

times when Hakodosh Boruch Hu awakens one to do Teshuva by 

sending him much Shefa, goodness.  One seeing the great Chesed 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for him, will cause him to 

question if he is worthy of such Chesed.  He will recognize that it was 

truly Chesed, and not deserved, and this will cause him to do 

Teshuva and return to Hashem.  “אשר אזכיר את שמי אבוא אליך וברכתיך” – 

When I, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, make My Name to be mentioned for 

the blessing that I bestow upon one – this should awaken him to do 

Teshuva and return to Me.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   You shall not – ”מזבח אדמה תעשה לי“ 20:21 - 

fashion what is with Me; rather, I command you to fashion what is 

with you.  Your task is not to bring what is in heaven down to you on 

earth, but to elevate everything on earth to Me.  When you come 

before Me, do not represent to yourselves images that you imagine 

are with Me in heaven, rather ponder on how do I wish things to be 

shaped by you on earth.  When you come before Me, what should 

concern you is not heaven, but the earth.  The altar that you are to 

build before Me should represent the earth elevated to Hashem 

through the actions of man.       

 Perhaps now we can understand the connection between 

the first part of the Posuk and the second part of the Posuk.  What is 

the purpose of bringing a Korbon?  It is to bring one close to 

Hashem.  In order for one to come close to Hashem, he needs to be 

humble and needs to learn Torah.  Bringing a Korbon without having 

the correct Kavanah will not bring one closer to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Nowadays, when we are not Zoche to have a Bais Hamikdash, a 

place to bring Korbonos and bring down Kedusha, we still can have a 

connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, all 

we need to do is bring a Korbon – learn Torah and be humble.  If we 

make a little effort, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will mention His Name, He 

will come to us and give us Brocha.  May we be Zoche to cause 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu to mention His Name, which in turn will cause 

Him to come and give us endless Brocha.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


