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Parshas Bamidbar 

Community Power;  

The Accumulation of Many Individual Powers   

There was one time a meeting of Gedolei Hador in 

Benei Brak attended by the likes of The Steipler and 

R’ Shach. As the conference ended they decided to 

make a Minyan for Maariv. There was but one 

problem; they only had nine men. One of the great 

sages went to the door to look for a tenth man. He 

returned shortly together with a young Bar Mitzvah 

Bachur. Now they had their Minyan. 

It is incredible; you have nine of the greatest men of 

the generation, but without this young lad, they were 

unable to have the Kedusha needed for a Minyan. 

I don’t know if this story actually happened or was a 

product of someone’s imagination, either way the 

point is true. Someone may be considered of much 

lower stature, yet they have what to contribute to the 

greater society. 

In this week’s Parsha Klal Yisrael is once again 

counted. Rashi explains that it demonstrates Hashem’s 

affection to us. Yet, his love is not limited to the 

nation as a whole, as the Posuk says שמות מספר , they 

were counted with their names. Each person was not 

merely a number; they had their own identity and own 

mission in life. A name of a person represents their 

unique capabilities and their mission. 

A census is usually not taken by the upper echelon of 

society, why were Moshe and the Nisiyim the ones 

who counted Klal Yisrael? Seforim explain; they were 

not merely counting people; they were revealing to 

them what their personal mission in life is. 

There is a fascinating derasha from the  ר"ן )דרשות הר"ן

 He says as follows: why is it that we need a .דרוש ט'(

specific number of people for the manifestation as 

Kedusha? For example, Chazal say that the Shechinah 

can only rest among 22 thousand Jews. It is because 

each individual has their own talents and capabilities. 

There can be a simple person who in one aspect is 

able to connect to Kedusha more than the Gadol 

Hador. The power of a congregation is the power of 

many unique individuals. For the Shechina to rest it 

needs every one of these unique powers.  

This gives perspective to the opening story; even that 

thirteen year old boy had one aspect where he 

outshined the greatest of men. 

In davening every day we say the Posuk,  הרופא לשבורי

 praising Hashem for curing the ,לב ומחבש לעצבותם

brokenhearted and curing their depression. The next 

Posuk is מונה מספר לכוכבים לכולם שמות יקרא, describing 

how Hashem counts the stars and calls each one by its 

name. What is the connection between these two 

diverse verses? 

Perhaps it can be explained as follows. There are 

millions of stars; yet Hashem calls each one by its 

name, demonstrating that each one has its own unique 

energy and mission. There are many stars that are not 

visible to the naked eye; they may feel inferior to their 

counterparts. Yet, each one is needed. If one would be 

lacking it would have an effect in the entire system. 

We are compared to stars. Every one of us has their 

own mission. How does Hashem cure the 

brokenhearted? By demonstrating how he counts each 

star by name; by guiding each person down their 

unique path in life. You may be less glamorous than 

other stars, but you are still needed. 

Seforim say that no neshamos will be lost; as far as 

one may stray, he will ultimately return. What is the 
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reason for this? Is it not possible for people to be 

damaged beyond the point of repair? R’ Fischel 

Schachter explains this as follows. “I was recently by 

my mechanic when someone brought in a car that was 

badly damaged. After a quick assessment the 

mechanic declared that the car was totaled. I 

questioned him, ‘wouldn’t it be possible to repair the 

car by fixing or replacing a few parts’? He replied, 

‘The car is not beyond repair, however, the car is not 

valuable enough to justify spending the amount that it 

would cost to fix it.’ 

“Imagine if someone had a custom made car catered 

to their unique needs. This car is irreplaceable. Such a 

car would not easily be considered ‘totaled’. A Jew is 

the same way; Hashem needs every one of us. Thus, 

as far as one may stray he is never considered 

‘totaled’. He is needed; it is worth Hashem’s effort to 

bring him back home.” 

Parshas Bamidbar is always read the week before 

Shavuos. R’ Moshe Feinstein explains that it is to 

teach us this important lesson; nobody is detached 

from Torah. Every person has their area in Torah 

where they can shine. With this boost of confidence 

we can approach Shavuos with the proper mindset. 

The Parsha continues with an account of the דגלים. 

Every shevet was designated a camp and a specific 

spot to rest. Seforim say that each shevet was given its 

position based in its unique spiritual energy and 

mission in life. 

The Posuk commands that we must remain by our 

assigned position. R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch )פניני דעת( 

explains; a person may feel that his position is inferior 

and may thus decide to abandon their post in favor of 

a more glamorous one. The Torah is instructing us to 

stick to the post that Hashem has assigned for us. 

 A good CEO of a company analyzes the strengths of 

each of his employees. He assigns tasks based on each 

one’s talents. The business runs like a well-oiled 

machine. If one employee decides to abandon his post 

in favor of a more important position, he is 

compromising the success of the entire project. 

Hashem is the ultimate CEO of the world. He knows 

exactly what needs to be done and He recognizes each 

person’s capabilities. He assigns each person to 

exactly where they are needed. If one abandons his 

post in favor of another; he is compromising the 

success of the entire nation. 

R’ Chaim Dov Keller )חידקל( relates an interesting 

anecdote on this subject. By Telshe Cleveland’s tenth 

anniversary dinner R’ Eliyahu Meir shared the 

following sentiment. ‘In essence, the proper place to 

transplant the Yeshiva to would have been Eretz 

Yisrael. Yet, Hashgacha transplanted the Yeshiva 

here. It is as if Hashem instructed us to make Him an 

embassy abroad in Cleveland, and He instructed me to 

be his ambassador. Just like if an ambassador would 

make a patriotic gesture and return to his country of 

origin he would be found guilty of sabotage; so to we 

must remain loyal to the position that Hashem has 

placed us in. 

There is an interesting account similar to this idea. 

When R’ Ahron Kotler escaped from the holocaust he 

was unsure if he should relocate to Eretz Yisroel 

where there was a strong Torah presence, or to 

America which was sorely lacking in this area at the 

time. He turned to a Goral HaGra for assistance. The 

Posuk he opened up to was a clear message directly to 

him. It stated, ויאמר ה' אל אהרן, לך לקראת משה המדברה, 

‘And Hashem said to Ahron, go towards Moshe, to 

the wilderness’. The Posuk was instructing him to join 

R’ Moshe Feinstein in the spiritual wilderness of 

America. 

Usually we do not merit such clear messages, but 

Hashem has His way of placing us where we belong. 

The talents and capabilities that He bestowed us with 

are our mission statement. In hindsight we can 

appreciate how R’ Ahron made a Torah revolution in 

America. We cannot imagine what the USA would 

look like today had R’ Ahron abandoned his assigned 

post in favor of a better looking position. 

We may not understand the importance of our 

mission; yet, we are warned not to abandon it. One 

day we will realize the importance of our mission. 

 


