


copyright 2015

For subscription & comments
 Email: toirahwellsprings@gmail.com



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings 1111

TorahWellsprings

ParshasParshasParshasParshas ---- VayigashVayigashVayigashVayigash

I n this week'sparashah, Yaakov
Avinu and his family go down to

Mitzrayim. The story of the bitter
galus begins.

The Torah says, "vayomer Elokim
leYisrael bemaros halaylah vayomar
Yaakov Yaakov vayomer hineini.
Vayomer anochi haKeil Elokei
avicha, al tira mardah Mitzraymah
ki legoy gadol asimcha sham.
Anochi eired imcha Mitzraymah
vaanochi a'alcha gam aloh —
Hashem said to Yaakov Avinu in a
vision at night, "Yaakov! Yaakov,'
and Yaakov replied, 'I am here.'
Hashem said, 'I am the G-d of your
father. Don't be afraid to go down to
Mitzrayim because you will become
a great nation there. I will go down
with you to Mitzrayim, and I will

bring you up…" (46:2-4).

Rashi writes, "[Yaakov] was
distressed that he needed to leave
Eretz Yisrael," therefore Hashem
encouraged him with these words.

These pesukim carry vital
importance for us as well, since we
are also still in the midst of a long,
bitter galus. The calming and
encouraging words that Hashem told
Yaakov speaks to us, in thisgalus,

as well.

This prophecy took placebemaros
halaylah (in a night- vision). There
was another time that Yaakov Avinu
had a vision at night. That was in
(Vayetzei28:12) when he saw angels
going up and down a ladder in his
dreams. The Meshech Chachmah
writes that Avraham and Yitzchak
didn’t have this form of prophecy,
only Yaakov Avinu did, "because
Yaakov was about to go tochutz
le'aretz(exile) to live there, therefore
Hashem appeared to him at night, to
show him that even in the dark night
of exile, Hashem's presence still
resides with the Jewish people."
Things can be dark, but Hashem
never abandons us; He is always
there, in every juncture and situation.

On a similar vein, Hashem said,
"Anochi eired imcha Mitzraymah
vaanochi a'alcha gam aloh— I will
go down with you to Mitzrayim and
I will bring you up, and I will go
up" (46:4). The Kli Yakar explains
that in this passuk, Hashem is telling
Yaakov Avinu (and ultimately, the
entire Jewish nation) that we will
never be alone in galus – not even
for a moment. The Kli Yakar tells a
mashalof someone who knows how
to swim very well, and he brings his
friend to swim with him in very
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deep water. His friend is afraid, so
he requests from the better swimmer,
"When we go into the water, I want
you to go in before me, and when
we leave, I want to leave first. I
want you to always be in the water
when I'm there, so you can help me
if I have trouble."
Similarly, Hashem told Yaakov,
"anochi eired imcha Mitzrayma— I
will go down with you to
Mitzrayim." Notice that anochi is
written before imcha, because
Hashem promises that He will go to
galus before us. But upon leaving
the exile, Hashem says, "vaanochi
a'alcha gam aloh— I will bring you
up, and I will go up." The nation
will leave first, and then Hashem
will leave, so we will never be alone

in exile.TorahWellsprings- Vayigash

In this week'sparashah, there are
several other essential concepts
related to galus. We discover (1)
there are spiritual gains, even in
galus (2) when things seem to be
bad, there is good concealed in there
(3) the galus (and every hard
moment) isn't forever. Times

change, and things improve.

1. Spiritual gains

Before Yaakov went down to
Mitzrayim, Hashem told him,
"veYosef yashis yado al einechah—
Yosef will place his hand on your

eyes" (46:4). Commentaries struggle
to understand the meaning of these

words.

The Meshech Chachmah explains
that Yaakov was wondering,what
spiritual gains could I possibly earn
in Mitzrayim? Hashem told him to
think about what happened to Yosef.

The Meshech Chachmah explains,
"Who would imagine that Yosef’s
suffering would end up being for a
good purpose? That he would live in
Mitzrayim, become the ruler, and
teach the Egyptians how to be
righteous? This should suffice to
place a hand over Yaakov's eyes.…"

Yosef came down to Mitzrayim as a
slave, and he was even sentenced in
jail for twelve years. The odds of his
achieving something substantial in
Mitzrayim seemed nil. Nevertheless,
Yosef became the ruler of Mitzrayim
and the Meshech Chachmah teaches
that he used this position to teach the
Egyptians many righteous concepts.
Probably, Yosef taught them to
believe in Hashem and several other
proper traits and behaviors. Against
all odds, Yosef's influence in
Mitzrayim was enormous. This,
figuratively, placed a hand over
Yaakov's eyes to prevent him from
looking for the purpose of his exile.
If he will follow Hashem's will in
Egypt, greatness, and even spiritual

purpose, will emerge.
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2. The Good Concealed in the Bad

Yaakov Avinu was traveling with
his family to Mitzrayim and he
stopped over in Be'er Sheva to bring
karbanos, as it states, "vayizbach
zevachim l'Elokei aviv Yitzchak—
he brought sacrifices to the G-d of
his father, Yitzchak" (46:1). Why is
Yitzchak specifically mentioned, and
not Avraham. Rashi answers, "A
son's obligation to honor his father
is greater than his obligation to
honor his grandfather. Therefore,
Yaakov attributed [the sacrifices that
he brought to his father] Yitzchak

and not to Avraham."

The Be'er Mayim Chaim gives
another explanation, based on the
following passukwe say in Hallel:
"odcha ki anisani vatehi li lishua—
I praise You because You afflicted
me, and I had a salvation" (Tehilim
118:21). David HaMelech's intention
is to praise Hashem for his
salvations. So why does he mention

his afflictions too?

The Be'er Mayim Chaim explains
that even afflictions can be for the
good, for the following reasons: (1)
it increases one's reward in Olam
HaBa. (2) It cleanses him from sin,
so he won't need to go togehinom
(3) It reminds the person to repent
(4) Sometimes what appears to be
bad, is really good. At first glance,
it appears bad, but in retrospect, one

realizes that the bad was in reality
for his benefit. An example of that
is what happened to Yaakov Avinu.
He thought that it was bad for him
when Yosef was away from him for
twenty-two years, but he discovered
that even this was for his benefit,
because Yosef became the ruler of
Mitzrayim, and would support them

throughout the years of famine.

David HaMelech said, "odcha ki
anisani vatehi li lishua— I praise
You because You afflicted me, and
I had a salvation," because in
retrospect, we see that even the
affliction were good for us. It led to

the salvation.

Therefore, when Yaakov realized the
good that he earned from Yosef's
descent to Mitzrayim, he brought
sacrifices of gratitude to the G-d of
Yitzchak. The Be'er Mayim Chaim
explains, "Yitzchak represents harsh
judgment (Pachad Yitzchak). Now it
was time to praise Hashem for the
castigations that he endured, because
[now it was seen that] they were all

for his good. "

3. It isn't forever

Hashem said,Anochi eired imcha
Mitzraymah vaanochi a'alcha gam
aloh —I will go down with you to
Mitzrayim, and Iwill bring you up…"
(46:2-4) we will not be in galus
forever. The galus will eventually

end, and we will be redeemed.
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The Torah tells us (45:27)
“[Yaakov] saw theagalos [wagons]
that Yosef sent to bring him up
[laseis oso], and the spirit of Yaakov
their father, was uplifted.”
The Sheim Mishmuel explains that
agalos [wagons] can also mean
‘wheels’. The nature of a wheel is
that the part of the wheel that is at
present downside will very soon turn
and be upside. A wheel,
demonstrates that what happens
today doesn’t necessarily mean that
it will be so tomorrow. A person
might be going through a hard time
right now, but it will pass, and his

life will become better.

The passuk says that theagalos
[wagons] were “to bring Yaakov up”
[laseis oso]. Yaakov was going
down to Mitzrayim (since Eretz
Yisrael is the highest land). Why
does the Torah write “to bring him
up?” It was because the purpose of
the agalos [wheels] was to raise
Yaakov Avinu’s spirits. This is the
reason why “The spirit of Yaakov

their father, was uplifted.”

"I"I"I"I amamamam YosefYosefYosefYosef YourYourYourYour Brother"Brother"Brother"Brother"

Yosef said, "ani Yosef — I am
Yosef" (45:3). He revealed his
identity to his brothers, but they
didn’t respond. The Or HaChaim
writes that Yosef understood that his
brothers may be ashamed and afraid
of him because of what they did, so

Yosef repeated, "ani Yosef achichem
— I am Yosef your brother." (45:4).
"I treat you as a brother, as if

nothing ever happened."

"Asher mechartem osi leMetzrayim
— [I am Yosef your brother] whom
you sold to Mitzrayim." The Or
HaChaim explains that Yosef was
saying, "Even when you were selling
me to Mitzrayim, I still considered

you my dear brothers."

Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitch
zy"a explained that since the Or
HaChaim was able to say this about
Yosef, it means that the Or HaChaim
was also on this exalted level. Even
when people mistreated him, his

love for them never weakened.

The Beis Avraham added to that,
that this level was also seen by
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitch
himself, because when he was the
victim of slander, and that resulted
in his imprisonment, he wasn’t angry
at his adversaries. As he walked to
jail, he looked like he was walking
his son to the chuppah. He didn’t

have complaints against anyone.

The Beis HaLevi was the rav of
Slutzk (before he became the rav of
Brisk). To help the poor of his city,
he would travel from time to time to
different cities, to collect money.
Whilst traveling, he would wear
regular clothing (and not the
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rabbinic garb) because he didn’t
want to draw attention to himself.
Once, he was traveling in his regular
clothing, together with his baal
agalah (wagon driver) when a
blizzard started. In the first Jewish
village they reached, they went to
the house where the lights were still
on, and requested a place to stay.
"There is no room in our home," the
owner of this house callously said.
"But it is freezing outside, and we
don’t have where to go…"

"Go away!"

They pleaded some more, and said
they were ready to sleep in the
hallway, until the man finally
relented and let them inside. Inside,
he didn’t treat them much better. He
insulted them and disgraced them.
He didn’t realize that he was
disrespecting the great Rav of
Slutzk. When the Beis HaLevi lit a
candle to study Gemara, the
homeowner rebuked him and blew
the candle out, preventing the Beis

HaLevi from studying.

Later that night, more guests arrived
at this house. It was the rebbe of
Koidenov zy"a, together with some
of his chasidim. The host
immediately changed his demeanor,
and greeted his guests with immense
respect. The rebbe said that he

wanted to davenMaariv and when
he went to wash his hands, he found
the Beis HaLevi sitting on the floor.
The rebbe quickly helped the Beis
HaLevi get up from the floor, and
honored him appropriately. They
davenedMaariv, and then they ate a
satisfying meal together; one that the
baal habayisprepared. At the meal,
the Koidenover Rebbe and the Beis
HaLevi were talking divrei Torah,
and the homeowner stood by the
side greatly distressed, because he
realized that he had disgraced one of
the greatest tzaddikim andgeonimof
the generation. He approached the
Beis HaLevi and asked him for
forgiveness. The Beis HaLevi
answered, "I can forgive you for the
manner in which you mistreated the
rav of Slutzk. However, you didn’t
only treat me disrespectfully because
I'm a Rav, you treated me in a way
one mustn’t treat even the lowest
Yid. For this, I can't forgive you."
The Beis HaLevi said that he learned
this from the Chumash. When
Shechem defiled Dinah, her brothers
were very upset and angry, "because
a disgrace happened…to Yaakov's
daughter and this isn't done"1111

(Bereishis 34:7). Notice the double
expression, "A disgrace happened…

and this isn't done."

1. יעשה "" לא וכן יעקב בת את לשכב בישראל  עשה  נבלה כי
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The brothers were saying: It isn't only
that Shechem acted improperly to the
daughter of Yaakov, Shechem did
something which isn't done to
anyone. They may be able to forgive
him for the assault against Yaakov's
daughter, but Shechem did something
which is a disgrace to all humanity.

For this, they can't forgive him.

The Beis HaLevi told him, "I will
only forgive you if you will come to
my home in Slutzk and remain there

for two weeks, so I can teach you
proper middos and the correct way

to do hachnasas orchim."

The homeowner actually did go to
Slutzk and stayed in the Beis
HaLevi's home for two weeks.
During this time, the Beis HaLevi
himself served the guest (he didn’t
let anyone else serve him). The
guest learned the proper way to do
hachnasas orchim and to have

propermiddos. 2222

2. It is also told that when the Beis HaLevi was rav in Brisk, there was a shochet
shechting in Brisk, without the Beis HaLevi's authorization. A meeting was held

in the Beis HaLevi's home to decide what to do with this shochet, and how they
can send him out of the city. But the shochet, with his great chutzpah, also came
to the meeting. They weren't able to speak about the matter in front of him.
People at the assembly discreetly told the Beis HaLevi that he should ask the
shochet to leave, but the Beis HaLevi didn’t want to. He explained, "We came here
to banish the shochet. If I ask him to leave, he will be embarrassed and become
a nirdaf (one who is mistreated). And it states, הנרדף את יבקש ,אלקים "Hashem seeks
to do good to a nirdaf" even when the nirdaf is in the wrong. Our goal is to stop
his shechitah, but if we embarrass him, we will lose our siyata dishmaya and we
will not succeed."
The following story happened to the Rebbe Yechezkel Halberstam, zy"a, the
Shinover Rav. (His yahrtzeit is on Friday, the sixth day of Teves.)
The Shinover Rav established a beis midrash with a mikvah in Tzfas. When he
visited Eretz Yisrael, he requested that no one use the mikvah before him. For
reasons known only to him, it was important for him that he be the first person to
use the mikvah each day. But one morning, when he dipped his foot into the water,
he sensed that someone else had used the mikvah before.
“Who used the mikvah before me!” he asked. It was the mikvah attendant, but the
attendant was afraid to admit this, especially since he was aspiring that the
Shinover Rav should bless him with children, since he was childless.
“Who used the mikvah before me!” the Shinover Rav asked again. The attendant
admitted that he had.
“This year, a bris,” the Shinover Rav replied.
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The Beis HaLevi didn’t hold a
grudge against the person who
disgraced him. On the contrary, he
taught him how to improve his ways
and to become a better person. This
is the correct reaction we should
have towards all people who harm
us. Instead of hating them,chalilah,
or taking revenge, we should follow
the ways of the righteous, and retain

our brotherhood at all times.

AhavasAhavasAhavasAhavas ChinamChinamChinamChinam RebuildsRebuildsRebuildsRebuilds thethethethe BeisBeisBeisBeis
HaMikdashHaMikdashHaMikdashHaMikdash

After Yosef revealed his identity to
his brothers, the Torah tells us
“[Yosef] fell on his brother
Binyamin’s neck and cried, and
Binyamin cried on his neck” (45:14).
They were crying for the future
churban. As Rashi writes, “[Yosef]
was crying for the two batei
HaMikdoshwhich would be built in
Binyamin’s lot, and would be
destroyed, and Binyamin cried for
Mishkan Shilo, which would be built
on Yosef’s portion, and would be

destroyed.”

Why did they cry for thechurban
now? After twenty-two years of
separation, we would assume that
they will rejoice with each other's

presence, instead of focusing on
upcoming destructions.

The Sfas Emes answers that they
cried for thechurban because what
had just occurred made the future
churban imminent. The Torah tells
us, “ velo yachol Yosef lihisapeik—
Yosef couldn’t hold back" (45:1), he
wasn't able to control his powerful
emotions, and he revealed himself to
his brothers. The Zohar teaches that
if Yosef would have held back just
a drop longer, then the sin of
mechiras Yosef (selling Yosef)
would have been entirely atoned for,
and the final redemption would
come. But Yosef couldn’t contain
himself any longer, he revealed his
identity to his brothers, and this
sealed the exile and the upcoming
destruction of the Beis HaMikdash.
This is the reason why Yosef and
Binyamin cried over the destruction
at this time. The origin for the
upcoming destructions, had just

taken root.

Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir zy"a
offers another answer.Mechiras
Yosef happened because ofsinas
chinam (baseless hatred) and when

That year, the attendant had a child, and he invited the Shinover Rav to be the sandak.
The Shinover Rav clarified later on that it wasn’t a miracle. “I was tested with
anger. When I overcame it, I knew that in this merit, I can give a brachah and it
would transpire. I wanted the attendant to benefit from this merit, and I blessed
him with a child.”
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the brothers met, their renewed
friendship and brotherhood was
rectifying their past sin. However,
Yosef and Binyamin both perceived
that it wasn't sufficient. The seeds of
sinas chinam and separation that
were planted earlier will still bear its
bitter fruit among Yidden in the
future, causing more hatred and
more division, and ultimately
resulting with the churban.
Therefore, Yosef and Binyamin
increased theirahavas chinam, in an
attempt to totally eradicatesinas
chinam. Yosef cried for thechurban
that will happen in Binyamin's
portion and Binyamin cried for the
churban that would happen in
Yosef's portion. Crying for a friend's
sorrow is ahavas chinam, and they
hoped that this ahavas chinam
would fully rectify thesinas chinam.

Based on these ideas, we understand
the Chazal that says, “Whoever
gladdens achassanand kallah it is
as though he rebuilt one of the ruins
of Yerushalayim.” Because when
one celebrates by thechasunahof
his fellow man's, he is being happy
for someone else. That isahavas
chinamwhich negatessinas chinam,
ultimately, leading to the final

redemption.

BecomingBecomingBecomingBecoming thethethethe BaalBaalBaalBaal HaBayisHaBayisHaBayisHaBayis

The Beis Avraham said, Yosef was
baal habayis (in complete control)

over his ahavah (love) and he was
baal habayis over sinah (hatred).
When he was tested by the wife of
Photiphar, he showed that he isbaal
habayis on his love. When he was
tested with his brothers, he showed
that he isbaal habayison his sinah.
He overcome his hatred and loved

his brothers.

But how does one reach this level,
to befriend and love even those who
hurt him? How can one overcome
his anger and increase his love, even

then?

Reb Avraham Genichovsky zt"l
answered this question, by telling
about a din torah that was once
brought before the greatdayan, Reb
Yisrael Yaakov Fisher zt"l. Someone
bought a burial plot from the
chevrah kadishahand discovered
that his plot was between two
women. It is brought down in
sefarim that it isn't proper for a man
to be buried between two women, so
he wanted his money back. Reb
Yisrael Yaakov Fisher ruled that the
purchase was still valid, because
after 120, by this man's burial, he
can be buried deeper in the ground,
and then he won't be between two

women anymore.

Reb Avraham Genichovsky zt"l
learned from this exchange that
many problems can be resolved
when one buries himself deeply into
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the ground. When there is a dispute,
bury your ego, and all disputes and
sinas chinamwill fly over you, and

you won't be affected.

In practical terms this means that
one should teach himself not to get
affected and offended by the
wrongdoings that people do. Let
their injustices and mistakes pass
over your head; don’t let these

matters bother you.

Someone once came to the Or
HaMeir and complained that he
wasn't able to control his thoughts.
The Or HaMeir advised him to go to
the Maggid of Mezritch. The man
did so. It was snowing that day and
it was very cold. He knocked on the
Maggid's door, but the Maggid
didn’t answer it. He knocked some
more, and then some more, and
couldn’t understand why the Maggid
wasn't opening the door. Finally, the
Maggid answered the door and said,
"In this house, I ambaal habayis.
Whoever I want to let inside, comes
in. Whoever I don’t want to let in

can't come inside."

And this was the answer to that
man's question. We are in charge of
our mind, and we can decide which
thoughts we allow into our minds
and which thoughts we don’t let in.
Similarly, we are in control of
thoughts of hatred and carrying
grudges on our fellow man. If we

want to, we can think about all the
grievances done to us (imagined or
otherwise), and if we don’t want to,

we can overlook these matters.

The Rebbe of Husiaten zy"a was
once walking with his chassidim in
Vienna. A non-Jew saw them, and
asked, "Who is this rabbi?"
"He is aWunderRabiner" one of the
gabaim told him. (Literally, a
Wunder Rabbiner is a rebbe that

does miracles and wonders.)

"What is a Wunder Rabiner?" the
goy asked.

The rebbe called thegoy over and
answered, "There are rebbes who are
rabbis over a country, there are
rebbes who lead an entire city, and
there are rebbes who preside over a
community. A Wunder Rabiner is
someone who rules over himself."
This is truly a wonderful level. It is
someone who can decide what he
wants to think, what he wants to do,

and to do solely that.

Although it certainly is very difficult
to control ones thoughts, and to push
away all feelings of hurt and dispute,
the possibility is in our hands. When
one does utilize his power of control,
he is a Wunder Rabiner. Reaching
this level is in itself a wonder. As the
Ibn Ezra, regarding a Nazir, writes,
" 'ish ki yafli – a man who does a
wonder': He is doing something
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wondrous, because most of the world
go after their temptation'" (Bamidbar
6:2). He is doing wonders, and in
this merit, such a person can also

perform wonders.

EmunahEmunahEmunahEmunah

Another method for maintaining
peace with others is with the
realization that everything that

happens is from Hashem.

Yosef told his brothers,íúà àì äúòå
íé÷ìàä éë äðä éúà íúçìù, "It wasn't you
who sent me here. It was Hashem"
(45:8). ("Because two years of the
famine already passed, and there will
be another five years, when there will
be no plowing and no harvest.
Hashem sent me before you to
support you, and to save you.") The

Slonimer Rebbes zy"a taught that a
person must always keep thispassuk
on his mind. We should constantly
repeat to ourselves, "It wasn't you, it
was Hashem." With this realization,
we will never be angry at others.3333

It is written, "To his father, [Yosef]
sent… ten donkeys, carrying the
goods of Mitzrayim…" (45:23). The
Maharal explains that with this gift
of specifically ten donkeys, no more
and no less, Yosef was hinting to his
father that he should also not be
angry at his children for selling him.
The Maharal writes, “Yosef was
hinting to his father that he shouldn’t
punish his ten children for selling
him, because it was a decree from
heaven… When theshevatim sold
him, they were similar to a donkey

3. Concerning the good that occurs to us, we must also repeat to ourselves, "It
wasn't because of this person or because of that matter, it was from Hashem."

In Shemonah Esrei, we say, "refa'einu Hashem… ki sihilaseinu ata – Heal us
Hashem, because You are our praise…" We are saying that when Hashem heals
us, we will remember that it wasn't the doctor, and it wasn't nature, it was Hashem
who did it.
The world says, "Money doesn’t fall from the sky." Rebbe Bunim of Pshischa zy"a
disproved this saying, because in last week's parashah, when the brothers returned
the money that they found in their packages, the man in charge of Yosef's home
(Menashah) said, "Don't be afraid; your G-d and the G-d of your fathers gave you
a hidden treasure in your bags" (43:23).
So it seems that money can fall from the sky. Because earning money is never up
to us, it is always dependent on Hashem's plan – because everything is from
Hashem. Sometimes there are explanations as to how we earned the money (I
worked, my boss paid me, etc.) but even then, it is always Hashem who gives us
the money.



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayigashVayigashVayigashVayigash 11111111

that carries bundles and doesn’t
know why it is carrying them.
Likewise, when the ten shevatim
sold Yosef they didn’t know what
they were doing… Hakadosh Baruch
Hu decreed that they should go
down to Mitzrayim… [and selling
Yosef to Mitzrayim was one of the
steps that led up to this]. So they
were acting [according to Hashem’s
will], though they weren't aware.
They intended to sell Yosef because
of their hatred towards him.
Nevertheless, the main purpose was
to bring Yaakov to Mitzrayim…”

(Gevuras Hashem 10).

This is something that needs constant
reviewing. It isn't about this person
or that person; it's the pre-destined

plan of Hashem. With this insight,
we won't be angry at anyone.4444

TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah

The Gemara (Brachos 10) tells us
that when Chizkiyahu HaMelech
became ill, the Navi Yeshayahu [ben
Amotz] said, “So says Hashem, ‘Say
your last words to your family
because you will die. You will not
live… The decree has already been

sealed, and cannot be changed.”

Chizkiyahu told him, “Son of
Amotz! Finish your prophecy and
leave! I have a tradition from the
house of my father’s father (mibeis
avi abba): ‘Even when a sharp
sword is upon one’s neck, one
shouldn’t lose hope from prayer [and
from trusting in Hashem's mercy].'”5555

4. The brothers told Yaakov that Yosef was still alive, as it states "they told him
that Yosef was still alive and he is the ruler over the entire Mitzrayim. But

Yaakov's heart didn’t accept their words; he didn’t believe them" (45:26).
The next passuk states, "vayidabru eilav kol divrei Yosef asher diber lahem…
vetechi ruach Yaakov Avihem – they told Yaakov everything that Yosef said… and
Yaakov's spirits were lifted." This time Yaakov believed them. What changed?
The first time, they told Yaakov that Yosef said that he became the king over
Mitzrayim. Yaakov thought, how could it be that Yosef said that he became the
ruler, as though the matter was up to him? Doesn’t he know that he cannot become
the ruler without Hashem? This is the reason, at first, Yaakov didn’t believe them.
He knew that Yosef had emunah, and he wouldn’t say such a thing.
But the second time, they told Yaakov "kol divrei Yosef – everything that Yosef
said," including that Yosef said that Hashem made him the ruler, etc. (see 45:5-8).
This time, Yaakov believed them.
5. The Rabbeinu b'Chaya writes that we learn from this that tefillah is more

potent than a prophecy. A prophet can tell someone that he can't live, but
tefillah can change one's destiny.
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But who did Yechezkel learn this
lesson from? He said that he learned
it from "his father’s father (mibeis
avi abba)," but which grandfather

was he referring to?6666

The Sfas Emes answers that he was
referring to Yehudah. Yehudah told
his father, "If I don’t bring Binyamin
back to you, I will be in sin before
you forever” (43:9). Yehudah put his
Olam HaZeh and his Olam HaBah
on the line, if he will fail to bring
Binyamin back to Yaakov. But then
the police found thegaviah (silver
goblet) in Binyamin’s bag. At that
moment, Yehudah feared the worst.
He saw himself losing Olam Hazeh
and Olam HaBah. But he didn’t lose
hope; he continued to pray. It was
from this incident, that Chizkiyahu
knew that one's destiny can always

change withtefillah.

There lived a special Yid in
Yerushalayim called Reb Berish
Kornblitt z"l. He had a meat store.
When people came to his store, his
eyes were generally glued to the
Gemara that was open before him.

A woman once came into the store,
and asked for a piece of meat. He
weighed the meat and sold it to her,
but he didn’t see her. After she left

the store, Reb Berish realized that he
sold her a slice of meat that may not
be kosher. He had set this piece of
meat aside to ask a rav whether it
was kosher, and he accidently sold it
to this woman. Reb Berish went
outside to tell her, but the woman
had already left. He had no way of
contacting her because he didn’t

know who bought the meat.

He feared that someone may eat
non-kosher because of his
negligence, so he immediately
closed his store and went in to abeis
medrashto say Tehillim. Sometime
later, the woman returned to his
store, requesting another piece of
meat. “A cat ate from the meat I
bought earlier," she explained. When
there istefillah, there is never reason
to lose hope. Everything can be

taken care of withtefillah.

The Kotzker Rebbe zy"a once said,
"Ber'keh needsrachmay shamayim."
Ber'keh was the husband of the
renowned philanthropist, Temer'l
(who supported many rebbes of her
generation). The Kotzker Rebbe saw
with his ruach hakadoshthat her
husband was ill and needed prayers.

Some chassidim rented a wagon to
travel to the tzaddikim of the

6. Rashi says that Chizkiyahu was referring to David HaMelech, who (at the end
of Sefer Shmuel) saw an angel killing thousands of people, and with his

prayers, he stopped him.
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generation, to ask them to pray for
Ber'keh's recovery. They planned to
go to the Chidushei HaRim, to
Rebbe Yitzchak of Vorke, and to
other great tzaddikim. But as they
traveled, a piece of the wagon broke,
and they had to stop to fix it. Then
one of the horses died. Later, one of
the chassidim, riding with them on
the wagon, became deathly ill and
they had to wait a few days until he
recovered. By the time they were
ready to travel onward, they heard

that Ber'keh wasniftar.

People were amazed by the Kotzker's
ruach hakadosh. He knew, from the
distance, that Ber'keh was ill and
needed tefillos. But others said that
there was an even greatermoifes
(wonder) that since it was destined
for Ber'keh to die, Hashem prevented
people from praying for him.
Because tefillah is very influential, it

can change one's destiny.

There was a gadol in Yerushalayim
who fell ill, and there were signs
around Yerushalayim requesting
people to daven for him. People
davened and he recovered. This
gadol said, "It isn't wondrous that I
recovered. It is simple. Since people
davened for me, it is only natural
that I should recover. The wonder is
that people didn’t lose hope on me
despite my dire diagnosis, and they

continued to daven."

The Imrei Emes had Reb Chaim
Vital's hand-written commentary on
the Mechilta, but unfortunately,
before thisseferwas printed, it was
lost in the inferno of WWII

(Holocaust).

The Imrei Eme repeated that in the
introduction of this sefer, Reb Chaim
Vital wrote, "After finishing writing
this sefer, I had a dream…" The
dream explained the passuk, "heim
yatzu es ha'ir lo hirchiku veYosef
amar la'asher al beiso kum redof
acharei haanashim— [the brothers]
left the city [in Egypt]; they didn’t
go far, and Yosef said to the man in
charge of his household, 'Go and
chase after these people" (45:4).
Why does the Torah tell us that the
brothers didn’t go far? And why did
Yosef tell the person in charge of his
home tochase after them?
In his dream, Reb Chaim Vital heard
the following answer: The halachah
teaches that the ideal time to say
Tefillas HaDerech is somewhere
within the first parsah (eight
thousandamos) of one's trip. Yosef
knew that if the brothers will say
Tefillas HaDerech, he couldn’t do
anything to prevent them. Because
after they say, "shetolicheinu
leshalom… vatatzileinu mekaf kol…"
etc., nothing can prevent them from
going home. This is the reason why
Yosef wanted to catch his brothers
before they were too distant. He
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wanted to get to them before they
say Tefillas HaDerech.

The Imrei Emes added that this can
explain why Yosef filled their bags
with a lot of food before sending
them away (see 44:1). The extra
weight would make it harder for
them to travel, and it would allot
him more time to catch them, before
they sayTefillas HaDerech. This is
a reminder of the power oftefillah,
how we can attain all our hearts

desires, withtefillah. 7777

EvenEvenEvenEven YourYourYourYour TefillahTefillahTefillahTefillah isisisis PreciousPreciousPreciousPrecious

Many people have difficulty
davening withkavanahbecause they
can't imagine that theirtefillos can be
precious and special to Hashem.
They aren't great tzaddikim, so why
should Hashem be interested to listen
to them?
The Yerushalmi says that when a
Yid prays, Hashem, keviyachol,

places His ear next to the Yid's
mouth. "Could there be a closer
connection than this?" But people
have difficulty recognizing that this
is the reality, and therefore, they
don’t put all their efforts intotefillah.

The Zera Kodesh, in the beginning of
this week's parashah, raises this
problem, and offers three ideas
people should think about, to help
them recognize that theirtefillos are
valuable and influential.
The first point the Zera Kodesh
mentions is our connection to the
Avos (Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov).
Although they lived hundreds and
even thousands of years ago, a child
is always connected to his parents. As
the Zera Kodesh writes, "It is written,
'Yaakov chevel nachalaso— Yaakov
is the rope…' When one holds onto a
rope below and he shakes it, it will
shake above, even when the rope is

7. The Gemara Brochos (21) says, "Alavay yispallel adam kol hayom – if only a
person would daven the entire day!"

Reb Yechezkel Levenstein zt"l explained: When one considers all the problems
there are in the world, how there are people who are ill, people suffering from
parnassah struggles, shalom bayis issues, etc. etc. we understand that "Alavay
yispallel adam kol hayom – if only a person would daven the entire day!" There is
just so much to pray for!
We say in the Shema, "ule'avdo bechel levavchem — to toil for Hashem with all
one's heart." The Gemara says, "How does one toil his heart for Hashem? With
tefillah." Tefillah is called avodah (work/toil) but why? It isn’t so hard to say the
words of the prayer? The Abudarham answers that the toil is to remove all other
thoughts from one's mind while davening. It isn't very hard to say the words, but
it requires immense effort to keep one's mind focused on what he is saying.
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extremely long… Therefore… since I
am a member of Bnei Yisrael…
Hashem will fulfill my requests, and
He will receive a nachas ruach
(pleasure) from my tefillah."
Knowing and remembering our
prominent yichus – descendants of
the Avos – helps us understand that
our tefillos are precious to Hashem.

The second idea is the sanctity of
our soul. The Zera Kodesh writes
that one should think, "Hashem gave
me a neshamah… and since I have
this very special aspect in me, I am

worthy to pray."

Another thought, writes the Zera
Kodesh, is to know that sometimes
Hashem, kivayochel, uses man, to
pray through him. The Gemara says
that Hashem also prays, but how
does Hashem pray? The Zera
Kodesh teaches us, Hashem joins
man, and prays together with him.
So one's prayers can at times indeed
be very powerful, because they just
may be essentially, Hashem'stefillos.
“One should consider: …Kiveyachol,
Hashem sometimes clothes himself
in the mouth of man in order to
pray. Therefore, a person should say,
it is true that I am not worthy to
pray, as far as I am concerned, but
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, with His
compassion and great kindness,
when He sees that I cannot pray, He
keviyacholclothes Himself and prays

with me. He is with my words, when
I am davening.

The Zera Kodesh shows how these
ideas are alluded to in the first
passuk of theparashah: äãåäé åéìà ùâéå,
Yehudah means praise (tefillah). The
first letters of these words spellåéà
(how). This is when the person asks,
how can I daven? What is my worth,

to speak with Hashem in tefillah?

The first answer lies in the final letters
of these three words:äåù. These letters
are the letters that were added (at least
at times) to the Avos. Avraham
received aheh (íäøáà) Yitzchak is
sometimes written with asin (÷çùé),
and Yaakov is sometimes written with
a vav (áå÷òé). So the first counsel is to
pray in the merits of our forefathers.

The passuk continues,éðåãà éá, this
reminds us that within me, is
Hashemkeviyachol, because I have
a neshamah within me, a part of

Hashem.

The third counsel is alluded to in the
words (written in the next passuk)
åéãáò úà ìàù éðåãà, Hashemborrows a
person's mouth and prays through it.
(ìàù can mean borrowed.) With these
three thoughts, one is encouraged.
He realizes the value of histefillah
and he is able to pray to Hashem.

Someone came to the Chozeh of
Lublin, and he asked the Chozeh to
do him a favor. To convince the
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Chozeh to help him, he told the
Chozeh how they were related.

The Chozen replied, "Avayter karov
— you’re a distant relative."

The man left the Chozeh’s room,
disappointed, and told Rebbe Naftali
of Ropshitz zy"a (a primary pupil of
the Chozeh) what happened.
Rebbe Naftali was known for his wit,
and he advised this man to stand near
the Chozeh when he davens
Shemonah Esrei."When the Chozeh
says 'Elokei Avraham, Elokei
Yitzchak, ve'Elokei Yaakov— the G-d
of our forefathers, Avraham Yitzchak
and Yaakov,' whisper into his ears 'a
vayter karov— a distant relative.'”

The man did so. After Shemonah
Esrei the Chozeh told him, “Your
scheme worked, and I will help you.
But tell me; who gave you this
advice? It was Reb Naftali, wasn’t it?”

The Brisker Rav zt"l heard this story
and said that the Chozeh was
originally correct. The man told the
Chozeh how they were distant
cousins, and it was indeeda vayter
karov. However, we are descendants
from the avos, and therefore the
connection is very close. Hundreds
of generations can pass, but since we

are their direct offspring, the
connection is always very strong.

KibudKibudKibudKibud AvAvAvAv v'Eimv'Eimv'Eimv'Eim

When Yaakov saw Yosef, he didn’t
recognize him. He realized from his
clothing that he was one of the
high-ranking officers of Mitzrayim,
but he didn’t recognize that it was his
son Yosef, so he bowed in respect.
Because Yaakov bowed to his own
son, he lost ten years of his life. That
is the reason why Yosef fell on his
father's Yaakov's neck and cried. He
cried that his father just lost years of

his life, due to this error.

This story is stated in Targum
Yonoson (46:29). He writes, "Yosef
harnessed his wagon and went to
meet Yisrael (his father). Before his
father recognized him, his father
bowed down to him. He was
punished for this, and his life was
shortened. This is the reason Yosef

fell on his neck and cried."

The roles between father and son
need to be clear. The son is obligated
to honor his father; the father isn't
obligated to honor his son. The son
may be the ruler of Mitzrayim, he
might also be a talmid chacham, but
the rule remains, that the child must

honor his father, not vice-versa.8888

8. The Shulchan Aruch teaches, "If the father wants to serve his son, the son
can accept it from him, unless the father is a ben Torah (a Torah scholar)"

(Yorah Dei'ah 240:25). Perhaps the severity, in this situation, was because Yaakov
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There was a time when several
young men, students of Kollel
Chazon Ish, wereniftar. People
asked the Steipler Gaon zy"a for an
explanation. The Steipler reasoned,
"These yungerleit were raised in
homes of holocaust survivors. Their
parents aren't scholarly; they can
read the siddur and the chumash, but
not much more than that. This caused
that their children didn’t sufficiently
honor their parents because they
were bigger talmidei chachamim
than their parents.This is the reason
why they were punished." Because
kibud av ve'eimis mesugalfor long
life, and unfortunately, they failed in
this mitzvah and the opposite
occurred. Despite their greatness in

Torah, this shouldn’t have caused
them to disrespect their parents.

Rebbe Yechiel Michel of Zlotchev
zy"a was only once by the Baal
Shem Tov. He said that if he would
go just one more time, Moshiach
would come. But he didn’t go again,
because his father told him not to go.

People asked him, "Isn't it
worthwhile for you not to listen to
your father just once, in order to
bring Moshiach?"
Rebbe Michel answered, "If I
disobey my father, then I am no
longer Reb Michel." (I will lose my
spiritual greatness.) I can travel a
thousand times to the Baal Shem

Tov and nothing will happen9999.

Avinu was a Torah scholar. But under all circumstances, the father isn't obligated
to serve his child, but the child is obligated to serve and to honor his father.
9. One of the reasons honoring parents is so important, is because our parents

are our connection to the tzaddikim of the past. The vast majority of us are
descendents from great Torah giants of the past (sometimes we know about them,
other times we don’t). We are certainly descendents from the holy Avos and the
holy Imahos. But if we will not honor our parents, then we are in a way dissecting
ourselves from our history and prestigious lineage. This is the reason, the holy
sefarim tell us, when one doesn’t honor his parents, he is losing his purity of being
a Yid. In contrast, the more he honors his parents, the more he is connecting
himself to his origin.
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