
 

 

 

 

 

Yidden must serve Hashem, each according to his mission and abilities. 
 

Parshas Boi begins with the following accounting: 

“Hashem said to Moshe: "Come to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his 

servants, in order that I may place these signs of Mine in his midst, and in order that you tell 

into the ears of your son and your son's son how I made a mockery of the Egyptians, and [that 

you tell of] My signs that I placed in them, and you will know that I am the L-rd.”… Pharaoh's 

servants said to him, "How long will this one be a stumbling block to us? Let the people go and 

they will worship their Hashem. Don't you yet know that Egypt is lost?" [Thereupon,] Moses 

and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, "Go, worship the Lord your 

Hashem. Who and who are going?" Moses said, "With our youth and with our elders we will 

go, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our cattle we will go, for it 

is a festival of the Lord to us." So he [Pharaoh] said to them, "So may the Lord be with you, 

just as I will let you and your young children out. See that evil is before your faces. Not so; let 

the men go now and worship the Lord, for that is what you request." And he chased them out 

from before Pharaoh (Shmois 10:1-2, 7-11). 

Again Hashem sends Moshe to warn Pharaoh about upcoming disaster if he refuses to let the 

Jews go.  Pharaoh refuses and the next plague – the locusts – invade Egypt.  From the text of 

the Torah there are two aspects which draw our attention.  First is that Hashem tells Moshe to 

tell new generation about the miracles He performed in Egypt.  Second, even though this time 

Pharaoh admitted that Egypt faces imminent destruction if the plagues continue, he decided to 

yield only slightly – let only the men go, but leave women and children in Egypt.  Moshe, 

however, insists that everyone must go, and again Pharaoh hardened his heart. 

What lessons can we learn from this? 

Our Sages teach us that Pharaoh is our evil inclination.  Its goal is to lead us away from serving 

Hashem.  Sometimes it challenges a person to turn away from religion completely.  He speaks 

to  him/her with the voice of secular culture, enlightenment, scientific discoveries, “proving” 

that religion is deceiving and lacks reason.  “I don’t know Hashem,” – says Pharaoh, as if He 

doesn’t exist (Shmois 5:2).  However, if a person insists on following the Torah, evil 

inclination uses different tactics.  It tries to turn a person away from complete observance.  It 
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makes him imagine unsurmountable difficulties, “see that evil is before your faces” (Shmois 

10:10).  It gets us when we feel down and remorseful over the mistakes we made, urging us to 

give up what we are doing, because we will never succeed.  At other times it tries to convince 

us that there is no need for the whole family to be religious and we need not teach Torah to our 

children.  As if it is saying, “If you yourself want – fine, keep the mitzvos, but let the children 

find out for themselves what to do with their lives”.  

What’s the truth?  First, all Jews must serve Hashem, each according to his mission and 

abilities.  Since then and until now, everyone has the obligation to keep all mitzvoth connected 

with the  Exodus.  Women are also obligated to say Kiddush, read the Haggadah and discuss 

the Exodus, drink four cups of wine, eat matzah and say Hallel, praising Hashem for the 

miracles He did for us.  Children have the honored role of asking the four questions. 

Second, the existence of the Jewish nation depends on continuous transmission of the teachings 

from father to son.  Discussing the miracles in Egypt serves as the foundation of our faith in 

Hashem. 

What is a meant by “a holiday to Hashem”?  It is the essence of the unity of the Jewish people.  

All Jews gather together and serve Hashem.  We have to understand that He accepts all Jews, 

no matter what level they are, regardless of their being steeped in sin and transgressions.  If 

they have a desire to return to Hashem, He accepts them with an Outstretched Arm. 

Redemption is directly linked to unity.  In order for us to merit the Final Redemption, we have 

to unite.  For us today it means to accept others as they are, love each other, forgive and abstain 

from criticism.   

May we merit seeing the coming of Mashiach speedily in our days. 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 

For candle lighting time in your area go to: 

https://www.myzmanim.com/search.aspx 

 


