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The Halachos of Borer – Continued 
 

What is the permissible method of sorting a pile of cutlery? 
Different components of cutlery (i.e. forks, spoons, knives) that are mixed together in a 
pile may only be sorted immediately prior to use or within the time frame of meal 
preparation before the meal in which they will be used. Additional cutlery that will not be 
used during the meal may not be sorted. If one wishes to sort the cutlery that will not be 
used immediately, he may do so in the following manner: the entire mixture should 
be thrown onto the table, and if all the pieces become distinctly separate 
from each other, they may be sorted. Alternatively,while washing the cutlery any piece 
removed randomly from the unwashed mixture without being specifically chosen may 
be placed in its proper position once it is washed.  
A piece of cutlery lying beneath a pile of food remnants may not be removed. Therefore, 
one should be careful while clearing the table to avoid mixing used cutlery with 
food leftovers into one pile. However, cutlery and leftovers that are merely 
touching each other on one plate but are not mixed into one pile are not considered a 
mixture and may be sorted. 
 

Is it permissible to select the end pieces of cake from a platter filled with cake? 
Food items that are alike and have the same taste but have a different appearance, such 
as end pieces or a piece cut differently or of a different size, are not considered a mixture 
and may be sorted, since they are part of one type of food. However, if items are the 
same type of food but the tastes are distinctly different (e.g. whole 
wheat challah vs. regular challah), when they are combined they are considered a mixture 
and may only be sorted by following the conditions that permit Borer. Similarly, a bunch 
of apples that contain some rotten apples is considered a mixture and may only be 
sorted following the conditions that permit Borer. 
 

Is it permissible to use a salt shaker that contains grains of rice, causing the salt to 
be sifted out through the salt shaker holes? 

According to some Poskim, a salt shaker that allows the salt to be shaken 
out while the rice remains inside is considered a sorting utensil and may not be used.  
 

What is the proper method of eating fish that contains imbedded bones? 
As one is eating the fish, one should remove the fish from the bone and not the bone 
from the fish. Alternatively, one may place a piece of fish with a bone into his mouth and 
then remove the bone from his mouth. 
 


